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Dear participants in the Book Exhibitions and Their Audiences seminar,

The National Library of Latvia acquired our new building also known as the 
Gaismas pils (Castle of Light) in 2014. This was a long-anticipated event, since 
Latvia’s third Awakening in 1991, which deeply enthused all Latvian society and 
has enabled the library to become both a symbol of Rīga and a centre for major 
cultural events.

Nevertheless, what we consider to be the true completion of the project was the 
opening of the National Library’s Book in Latvia permanent exhibition in 2016. 
When planning the new building, a place was set aside for an exposition of the 
history of Latvian book publishing, which in a modern way would summarise the 
development of the sector within Latvia, in a global context.

The first books in Latvia were held by monastery libraries. In 1524, the first public 
library was founded in Rīga, the first book in Latvian was created in 1525. Books 
for the needs of Livonia were published abroad until the first printing press was 
established here in 1588. Books have been a significant spiritual, cultural and 
knowledge factor in Latvian society for centuries. This is attested to by high literacy 
and our reading traditions.

At the NLL, research into Latvian books has gone hand in hand with exhibition 
activities since the 1960s. The first permanent exhibition was opened in 1964 at the 
NLL’s Rare Book and Manuscript Department, created by the legendary librarian, 
researcher and teacher Aleksejs Apīnis (1926–2004). The new Gaismas pils also 
hosts, next to the permanent exhibition, a separate Exhibition Centre, where 
a diverse range of exhibitions are put on through cooperation between library 
researchers and reading-room staff. We recognise that exhibitions are powerful 
communication tools, which serve brilliantly, as stated in the CENL mission, 
to increase the visibility of .. heritage collections .. and open them up to new 
generations of users through exciting services.

The National Library of Latvia is proud to the first recipient of the CENL’s Erland 
Kolding Nielsen Grant to organise a seminar on the book-exhibitions, bringing 
together libraries, museum representatives and independent artists in order to 
exchange valuable inter-sectoral experience. I hope the seminar proves to be a 
knowledge-intensive time that might evolve into far-reaching cooperation and 
long-term networking.

Respectfully,
Andris Vilks

Director, National Library of Latvia
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Museum of Printing 
National Library of Armenia

Description
The Museum of Printing introduces the evolution of book 
creation across the centuries: from manuscripts to printed 
books and to bytes & bits. 
 
Exhibits are displayed in six themed halls: 

- THE ORIGIN OF WRITING: introducing the earlier period 
of writing in the Armenian Highland.

- THE ARMENIAN ALPHABET: with samples of Armenian 
script and the first examples of the Armenian alphabet in 
European publications.

- THE PIONEERS OF ARMENIAN PRINTING: representing 
the first Armenian prints.

- THE DIASPORA OF ARMENIAN PRINTING: information 
about significant Armenian printing centres.

- BOOK PUBLISHING: dedicated to book publishers.
- THE ETERNITY OF WRITING: the modern state of printing 

in Armenia.
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Exhibition space
230 m²

Opening date
25 September 2017

Items on display
There are ca. 400 exhibits. Some exhibits are displayed with 
the use of computer technologies.

Visitors in 2017
384 visitors, since the opening of the museum. Main groups: 
tourists, local residents, high school and university students.

Communication tools
Booklets in five languages (Armenian, Russian, English, 
French and German) are available. A Facebook page is 
active. The museum serves as an educational hub for high 
school and university students. Guided tours are provided in 
three languages (Armenian, Russian, English).
The museum has a souvenir shop.
 

Contact information 
National Library of Armenia
Teryan 72 
Yerevan 0009 
Armenia

infoprintingmuseum@gmail.com
info@nla.am

nla.am
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Austrian Literature – From the 
Enlightenment to the Present 
Literature Museum  
Austrian National Library

Description
Austrian literature is characterised by the multilingual, multi-
ethnic traditions of the Habsburg multinational empire. The 
places covered are correspondingly varied: they extend 
from the fringes of the Habsburg empire and Old Austrian 
Galicia to Budapest and Prague and into Slovenian-speaking 
Carinthia. Even beyond that, the literature of Austria is closely 
interwoven with that of other countries and languages. 
Visitors can learn what perhaps makes Austrian literature 
specifically Austrian: its close links with music, the fine arts 
and theatrical forms, or the use of satire and polemic and a 
critical approach to national clichés and stereotypes.

The permanent exhibition is divided into 45 chapters. These 
chapters can either summarise a time period, a specific topic 
like “The Village” or “Working Worlds”, or focus on the 
works of authors like Ingeborg Bachmann or Franz Kafka. The 
most important overall themes are the 18th century, Viennese 
Modernism, Habsburg myths, exile and literature’s response 
to National-Socialist-terror, and the avant-garde movements.
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Exhibition space 
500 m2

Opening date 
17 April 2015

Items on display 
650 original objects 
2 400 objects comprising facsimiles, quotes, pictures, audio 
tracks and visual clips

Visitors in 2017
Ca. 18 000 visitors. Main groups: people interested in 
Austrian literature and Austrian history, school classes and 
students, tourists, researchers with specific interests 

Communication tools 
Museum tablet providing a prepared tour through the 
museum and additional content to every chapter, guided 
tours, creative-writing workshops, poems to take home 
and guidelines to write your own texts, event programme 
with guests discussing literature, writing, poetry, etc. every 
two weeks, themed guided tours for special occasions and 
anniversaries; an audio guide is currently in preparation  

Contact information 
Österreichische Nationalbibliothek 
Literaturmuseum  
Josefsplatz 1
1015 Wien 
Austria

literaturmuseum@onb.ac.at 

onb.ac.at/en/museums/literature-museum
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Librarium 

Royal Library of Belgium 

Description
Librarium is a unique exhibition where visitors can find out all 
about the history of books, writing and libraries.

Here, authentic documents, interactive and audiovisual 
equipment will tell visitors about different kinds of writing, 
unusual books, manuscripts, miniature books, newspapers, 
drawings, special medals and even comic books. 

In order to do justice to the unique collections of the Royal 
Library of Belgium, many document displays are changed 
every three months, so visitors can get a different view of 
things each time. 

Whether the visitor is a specialist or just interested, young or 
old, alone or with a group, there are many ways of exploring 
Librarium.
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Exhibition space
678 m²

Opening date
October 2010

Items on display
Ca. 80 objects are displayed with a variation of documents: 
manuscripts, musical scores, printed works, prints, maps, 
medals, newspapers, engravings. 80% books (codex) – 20% 
objects or non-books (i.e. engravings, copper plate, medals)

Participants in educational activities
319 activities with 5 995 visitors

Primary school: 35 %
Secondary school: 40 %
High school / university students: 5 %
Cultural groups / adults: 8 %
Events: 12 %

Communication tools
Website, newsletter, leaflet, social media, 
educational programme

Contact information
Librarium 
Royal Library of Belgium
Mont des Arts, 
B-1000 Brussels
Belgium

info@kbr.be
educdien@kbr.be

kbr.be
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Abramović Method for Treasures 
Royal Danish Library 

Description
Abramović Method for Treasures was created by the 
Ex- Yugoslavian performance artist Marina Abramović for 
the Royal Danish Library in Copenhagen. The starting 
point was the library’s permanent exhibition of treasures, 
which Abramović was invited to reinvent. The result is a 
new sensuous work that engages directly with its visitors, 
prompting them to interact with our shared cultural heritage 
in new ways. A total installation for books and people.
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Exhibition space
150 m2

Opening date
21 June 2017

Items on display
The exhibition shows works within the realms of literature, 
science, philosophy, mapmaking, music and much more – 
a treasury that spans 1400 years and includes objects such 
as the Gutenberg Bible, Gregory of Tours’ seventh-century 
History of the Franks, Hans Christian Andersen’s diaries, 
Karen Blixen’s manuscripts and Audubon’s beautiful Birds of 
America. All in all, 97 objects are on display.

Visitors in 2017
17.662 visitors 

Communication tools 
Artist-developed audio system
Digital communication on iPads with text, images, 
videos etc., all related directly to each treasure
School tours
Event programme: Curated by Marina Abramović

Contact information 
Postal adress:
Royal Danish Library
Postbox 2149  
DK-1016 Copenhagen K  

Visitors address:
Royal Danish Library
Søren Kierkegaards Plads 1  
DK-1221 Copenhagen K  

kb@kb.dk

kb.dk
Cultural events and exhibitions: densortediamant.dk
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One Thousand Books 
Art Book Festival 
Lodret Vandret
Denmark

Description
Lodret Vandret ({adj.} vertical, {adj.} horizontal) is a 
collaborative platform for independent publishing and 
exhibition making based in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Collaboration is at the very core of the practice both when 
working with individual artists and on group projects. The 
publications of Lodret Vandret have been represented at NY 
and LA Art Book Fairs, Offprint Paris and London, exhibited 
at the MoMA Library and short listed for Aperture’s First 
Photobook Award. Several of the publications were shown 
at the 2013 ICP Triennial and as part of the 10×10 American 
Photobooks project. Lodret Vandret was founded in 2010 
by artists Flemming Ove Bech and Johan Rosenmunthe and 
operates not-for-profit.

Festival description 
Lodret Vandret hosts the One Thousand Books Art Book 
Festival in Copenhagen, Denmark. An event conceived 
around the ambition to enable and cultivate community 
around independent and self publishing. The aim of One 
Thousand Books is to showcase books as accessible yet 
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elaborate art objects and to serve as a platform, where actors 
in the field of book making can meet, connect and share 
ideas and perspectives on current issues in the frame of 
publishing, editing and exhibiting books.

The most recent iteration of One Thousand Books took place 
in 2016. The theme of the festival was ‘art(ists’) books and 
exhibition making’. The relationship between books and 
exhibitions is often either that of the catalogue or books 
statically displayed out of reach and behind glass. However, 
there must be a more engaging, democratic and ultimately 
more deserving manner to exhibit a book work. What if 
we get rid of the glass vitrines and expand the book as an 
installation in an art space setting? This was the question 
around which One Thousand Books 2016 revolved. 

One Thousand Books 2016 featured a free and open to 
the public one-day seminar, a group exhibition curated 
by 13 participating publishers, a book fair on the opening 
weekend and networking events. The main venue was 
Kunsthal Charlottenborg.

Contact information
Lodret Vandret
Lindenovsgade 9, 5.th 
2100 Kbh Ø
DK-Denmark

info@lodretvandret.com

lodretvandret.com
onethousandbooks.org
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From incunabulum to e-book 

Museum of the Finnish Book  
Foundation of the Finnish Literature Institute

Description 
The exhibition introduces interesting phenomena in the 
cultural history of Finnish literature in fun, surprising and 
audience-friendly ways. It shows how book printing and the 
binding of books developed in Finland. It presents Finnish 
authors and different genres of literature in Finland over the 
course of time. It shows visitors what books in Finland meant 
in different eras and to different people. 

Main subthemes of the permanent exhibition are:
The book as an object
Literature and authors
The book – from idea to object
The book and the reader 
The book and society
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Exhibition space
320 m2

Opening date
1 July 2011

Items on display
In the exhibition there are about 900 objects: books (about 
650), photos, pictures, videos, miniature models, a model 
of a hand press, a touchable wall of paper and book-cover 
materials, bookshelves from different periods, an authentic 
milieu from an old library, a book printer’s cases and movable 
type, etc. There is almost no text on the walls, the information 
is mainly on touch screens or even hidden somehow for 
visitors to figure out how to find it. Visitors can touch almost 
everything they see.

Visitors in 2017
8 337 visitors. Main groups: children from schools and nursery 
schools, families, tourists, people who are interested in 
Finnish literature and culture. 

Communication tools
The exhibition itself is very communicative and activating. 
The main communication tools are guided tours for adults 
or school-aged children, puzzle sheets made for families 
and schoolchildren to solve independently, audio guides 
for adults and children, workshops on different themes for 
adults and children, events, discussions with authors, drama 
adventures, living exhibitions: guides playing roles, etc. 

Contact information 
Museum of the Finnish Book Pukstaavi
Marttilankatu 12 
38200 Sastamala 
Finland

info@pukstaavi.fi 

pukstaavi.fi
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Signs – Books – Networks:  
From Cuneiform to Binary Code 
German Museum of Books and Writing  
German National Library

Description 
Serving as a showcase for the German National Library, the 
museum’s permanent exhibition provides an insight into 5000 
years of media history, from the rise of early writing systems 
via book printing with movable type to the digital online 
world, and also offers a light-hearted overview of the future 
of the information society. 

The permanent exhibition has been designed as a “world 
of experience” to encourage exploration of earlier forms of 
communication, memory and writing systems, “old” book 
forms, recording methods and medieval book art which re-
examine the historical achievement of Johannes Gutenberg, 
to open up “worlds of reading”, to report on censorship in its 
different forms and to present masterpieces of modern book 
art. The intention is for visitors to the exhibition to actively 
explore the A to Z of 19th century industrialization milestones 
and the rapid development of media from the start of the 
20th century right up to the present day when the book has 
relinquished its role as the primary medium and now has to 
compete with radio, television and digital media. 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
: G

er
m

an
 N

at
io

na
l L

ib
ra

ry



32 33

As a supplement to the permanent exhibition, the virtual 
exhibition features trenchant histories, pictures, films and 
sound recordings related to 5000 years of human and 
media history.

Exhibition space 
1 100 m2

Opening date 
15 March 2012

Items on display
The exhibition has about 850 objects

Visitors in 2017 
Ca. 20 000 visitors
Main groups: school classes, tourists, researchers, families

Communication tools
Activity sheets, virtual exhibition, guided tours, workshops, 
events, academic lectures

Contact information 
Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
Deutsches Buch- und Schriftmuseum 
Deutscher Platz 1
04103 Leipzig
Germany

dbsm-info@dnb.de

dnb.de/sbn
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Book in Latvia 
National Library of Latvia 

Description
The exhibition has two main themes: 

– historical paths of Latvian book publishing in European 
and global contexts;

– books as a material, social and spiritual phenomenon 
that has changed and is still changing society at large, as 
well as individual lives and minds. 

The exhibition consists of four sections, which present the 
book from different angles. 
Chronology: a chronological account of the history of Latvian 
books in a world history context.
Senses: the book as a physical object and the reader’s 
physical exposure to books through the five senses. 
Power: the book as a socio-political phenomenon, the power 
of books over readers and political power over books. 
Spirit: the book as a door to spiritual experience in the 
broadest sense. 
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Exhibition space 
220 m2 

Opening date 
29 August 2016

Items on display 
About 100 original objects, 34 stands with diverse digital 
content, two original artworks by contemporary Latvian artists

Visitors in 2017  
Ca. 38 000 visitors (8800 of them participated in educational 
programs). Main groups: local adult residents, school classes 
and students, tourists

Communication tools 
Guided tours and workshops for school classes; activity sheet 
for families with children; digital guide for individual visitors; 
guided tours and themed guided tours, workshops, lectures, 
discussions for adults; event programmes related to reading 
experience

Contact information 
Latvijas Nacionālā bibliotēka 
Mūkusalas iela 3
Rīga, LV1423
Latvia

gramata.latvija@lnb.lv

lnb.lv
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Facilitator of the seminar

Diana Walters works to strengthen the role of heritage and 
museums within society. At the heart of her work is a belief in 
diversity, inclusion, peace and creative dialogue as tools for 
connecting peoples, pasts, places and for building a better 
future. Diana holds a PhD from Newcastle University and is 
co-editor of the publication ‘Heritage and Peacebuilding’ 
(2017). She works as a writer, facilitator, lecturer, researcher, 
project manager and activist in more than 20 countries. She is 
currently based in the UK. 

Diana Walters

Contact information 
diana.walters2@gmail.com


