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Economical development of a country depends on several factors. While natural 
resources, assets, business environment etc are often the key factor, the importance of 
using intellectual property protection system cannot be underestimated. During Soviet 
times authors of inventions, books, designs etc were treated like slaves of the state, not as 
owners of the intellectual property. Now every compiled business strategy should contain 
the copyright and industrial property protection strategy. Baltic patent libraries - and 
why not the other libraries - must run vivid activity to disseminate relevant information 
among companies and authors of the region, a part of the EU. 

Скорость экономического развития страны зависит от многих факторов. 
Ключевым фактором часто являются материальные ресурсы и среда, созданная 
государством для предпринимательства, но умение пользоваться возможностями 
системы защиты интеллектуальной собственности дает предприятию огромные 
преимущества в среде всемирной острой конкуренции. Во время существования 
Советского Союза авторы изобретений, книг, дизайнов и т.д. были в состоянии 
рабов государства - а не истинных собственников. Сейчас каждое предприятие 
должно иметь представление, как охранять свою интеллектуальную 
собственность. Патентные библиотеки играют главную роль в обеспечении 
каждого автора и предпринимателя региона соответствующей информацией - а 
почему бы и не заняться этим другим библиотекам? 

 

First of all I would like to give a short overview of the industrial property 
protection system to make my message clear to anybody who is not familiar with this 
system. Industrial property is one part of the intellectual property; the second part is 
copyright, both including generally objects of protection mentioned on this slide. 

We often think of culture as of set of literature, fine arts and musical 
compositions. Today I would like to stress, that culture also involves technology. 
Advanced culture gives us better tools and products, higher living standard. New 
products and technologies do not appear without innovators – people who put immense 
effort, time and money into their work to make our everyday life of higher quality. To 
compensate made expenses, exists the intellectual property protection system, which can 
be considered as a social agreement giving the innovator monopoly to allow or prohibit 
use of his work. Industrial property - as it says - can be produced industrially - in large 
quantities. Industrial property rights allow monopoly producing of the protected new 
products for limited time period and in the limited territory. To have this monopoly the 
owner of industrial property has to disclose his invention and to pay progressive fees – 
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because of social intention to facilitate further developments of newer products. Usually 
protection ends up even sooner than after 25 years, only trademarks and appellations of 
origin have the longer protection period possibilities. 

Industrial property protection systems are locally in the hands of state patent 
office. One of the directors of the Estonian Patent Office has said that existence of the 
patent office is the evidence of the independent and free country. As we remember, Baltic 
republics did not have patent office in the USSR. In Soviet times intellectual property 
was not handled as a property of an author, although this should be one of the main 
human rights. We still remember words of Lenin “Art belongs to the people” and to 
convert it to the “Art belongs to the artist” seems needing extra time for acceptance.  

But people working with patents do know many success stories about using 
intellectual property protection system. Of course, just filing a patent application will not 
make you rich automatically, but gives a possibility – if you are lucky – to let it happen. 
We have to know that if we are not owners, but only employees of some international 
company, all the industrial property also belongs to and profit goes to the owner – that is 
why it is so important to know the real meaning of the IPR system and to disseminate this 
information among the companies of our region. 

This year the 1st of May Baltic States were accepted as the EU member states. 
Lisbon strategy declares that in 2010 the EU has to be the most competitive and dynamic 
knowledge-based economy in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with 
more and better jobs and greater social cohesion. Achieving this goal requires an overall 
strategy aimed at: 

• preparing the transition to a knowledge-based economy and society by better 
policies for the information society and R&D, as well as by stepping up the 
process of structural reform for competitiveness and innovation and by 
completing the internal market; 

• modernising the European social model, investing in people and combating social 
exclusion; 

• sustaining the healthy economic outlook and favourable growth prospects by 
applying an appropriate macro-economic policy mix.  

The Lisbon strategy foresees compiling of local strategies. Estonian document 
SUCCESS ESTONIA 2014 in English can be found on Internet at 
http://www.peaminister.ee/failid/ee2014_eng.rtf . While EU in whole wants to reach the 
R&D financing level at 3% of GDP in 2010, Estonia aims to reach 1,5% in 2006. Using 
patent protection as a good competition tool is not common in the Baltics. While the 
approximate level of made patent applications in EU is 2,5 to 10 000 inhabitants, the 
Estonian level is 25 times less. This can be explained with the industrial property 
protection culture lost in Soviet times and with the low concentration of domestic capital. 
Also survey “Usage Profiles of Patent Information among Current and Potential Users“ 
ordered by the European Patent Organisation in 2003 declares that Lithuania, Estonia, 
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Cyprus and Portugal are the least developed European countries as far as patents and 
patent information is concerned. 

While the other techniques in use for protecting industrial property (like secrecy, 
invention diary, and publishing in local press etc) cannot be ignored, the advanced 
industry always uses industrial property protection through patent offices. European 
Union already has the Community trademark and industrial design protection system; 
probably the high translation costs will not thwart the Community patent realisation 
eventually. 

There are different ways to take advantage of the patent information. On this slide 
are listed only few of them. European Patent Organisation has helped every member state 
to publish local patents on the Internet with national language interface and this 
information is free of charge. 

Patent libraries play crucial role in disseminating patent information among 
innovators, especially among small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), which usually 
do not have money to hire a patent specialist. SMEs represent 99% of all EU enterprises 
and contribute to 65% of GDP in the EU. Estonian Patent Library is organising trainings 
with practical use of the patent information on Internet in our computer classroom. EU 
has several supporting programs for SMEs, 6th Framework Program includes over 2.2 
billion € for SME R&D programs. Enterprise Estonia is one of the largest institutions 
within the national support system for entrepreneurship in Estonia, providing financing 
products, counselling, co-operation opportunities and training for entrepreneurs, research 
and development institutions, public and third sectors. Enterprise Estonia is one of the 
institutions responsible for the implementation of EU structural funds in Estonia, as well 
as being the primary provider of support and development programmes targeted towards 
entrepreneurs. Special Internet portal is very informative and popular and includes 
articles on intellectual property. 

In 2002 in the framework of the PHARE project were elaborated 
recommendations to the Estonian entrepreneurs. I hope these have also value to the other 
Baltic states. 

I conclude my presentation with the picture of an Estonian utility model – a table 
with barbeque place in the middle, which is expected to have a great commercial success 
in the USA – and is protected by patents. Let it be a symbol that industrial property is a 
very important business opportunity and working together we feel better, warmer and 
have more fun.  
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