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	September 26-30, 1944. Latvian Legionaries by More (50 km Northeast from Riga) in a defence battle saved the retreat road to the South for refugees from Estland, northern Latvia and the German 18th army
	"Christmas Battle" — the third great battle of Kurzeme (Courland) look place on December 23-31, 1944. Those Latvians that worn drafted into the Latvian Legion defended the last territory of Balticum against Soviet occupation. Soviets forcibly drafted Baits into the Rod Army from the territories already
	The register of the Escort Platoon for the 383rd Assault Gun Brigade 19th Latvian Division from December 23, 1944 until February 17, 1945. Mark "iev." means wounded, "kritis" — killed, "kont." — contused, "slimn." — ill, "smagi" — heavy, "viegli" — light, "braucējs" — horseman, "ustuf" — lieutenant, "stobju" — jounger lieutenant, "oscha", "hscha" — sergeant, major "uscha" — sen. corporal, "schtz" — private, "rtf.stm." — younger corporal. After the Christmas Battle only 20 men out of 64 were left in the Unit. 7 men were killed�〰㈰〰㔲
	The 5th Battle in the siege of Courland by Lestene February 12 – 19, 1945
	A map of Sweden's island Gottland — 180 km from Latvia. Gotland was the dream for people of Baltia under the Soviet and German occuaptions
	Helman's Hugo Koenig's dedication to author — "for comradeship"
	Author of the book Valentins Silamikelis (born August 26, 1924) on July 23, 1944, after graduating from Riga City High School no.1
	Father Antons Silamikelis (1893-1981) an officer of the Russian Tsarist army in 1917 in Petrograd
	Valentins in 1971 in Riga — then architect of the collective farm "Nakotne", district Dobele
	Milda (1897-1932) mother of Valentins, Aina (born January 8, 1926) and Rita (born January 13, 1930) on her confirmation day in Valka, on May 10, 1916
	The victims of communists. Instructor in Tsarist Army Oskars Ilgazhs, killed in Russia revolution 1917 by communists. Officer in the Tsarist Army Antons Silamikelis before the second occupation of Baltia had to live in the exile. A rich farmer in free Latvia, but a poor kolhoznik in Soviet Latvia Alfreds Ilgazhs. Petrograd 1916
	Mother's brother Arnolds Emolinsh with his wife Nina on April 24, 1923 in Vladivostok. Member of communist party, shot in 1937 in Moscow
	Mother's brother Rudolfs Emolinsh with his wife Vera on April 26, 1927 in Riga. Shot in 1937/38 in Dnyepropetrovsk, Ukraine. Vera was in Gulag 1946-1955, died in 1956. Their daughter Irena was brought up by relatives in Riga
	Comrades in Fate. A childhood friend Uldis Berzs, 1944 in Riga. Was in Legion, in Sweden, extradited
	Zigurds Raiskums (1922-1995) the leader of sentry in "National Guard". Was in Legion, 8 years in Gulag, died in Riga. Photo 1943
	Author's classmate Valdis Kruminsh, 1944 in Riga. Was in Legion, died in Gulag, on September 28, 1945 in Blagoveshchensk
	Teacher Julijs Brachs, the organizer and leader of the resistance movement of Latvian and Lithuanian youth "National Guard" in Riga under the German occupation. Later in exile he worked as a teacher
	October, 1944 in the centre of Riga. Desperate refugees flee from the Soviet terror
	The group of "National Guard" on April 19, 1943 in Riga in front of the former NKVD building. Members (ab. 150) gathered and studied the documents left by communists, led the groups of callers through this prison (ab. 30,000) and educated them selves patriotically
	Summer 1944. These Latvian fellows drafted in the German Army better gave their lives, than suffered again the "Terrible Year" of repeated Soviet pccupation
	In War. "Brother to the war must go.." Author with his sisters Rita and Aina at home on July 27, 1944
	On December 27, 1944 the 3rd Company of the 42nd Regiment, 19th Division defended the farm "Zvejnieki". This farmstead changed hands 17 times that day!
	The 393rd Assault Gun Brigade was sent to help the 19th Latvian Division
	Latvians in the Red Army. General Alfreds Kalninsh, commander of the 43rd Guard Division in the 130th Latvian Corps of the Red Army
	Ltn. Arturs Vaidzinsh was the commander of the Assault-Gun Escort Platoon. Honored with an order and three times wounded
	Latvian Legionaries in Czechoslovakia, learning to operate assault-guns
	The leadership of the 121st Latvian Regiment, 43rd Guard Division of the Red Army. Sitting at the left — political leader Zutis
	Across the Sea. Hugo Koenig, a German sergeant major, a fisherman before the war in Hamburg. He managed to cross the stormy Baltic Sea in a motor-boat and saved 3 Latvian and 14 German soldiers
	A boat with refugees from Kurzeme on May 8, 1945. After a few hours 70 of them were shot by a fire, opened from Soviet speed-boats. The refugee boat afterwards was taken to Gotland by a tugboat "Gulbis". The hobby of the communists is to shoot people
	On March 30, 1945, 5:00 p.m., two small Latvian ships "Potrimps" and "Alnis" landed on the Danish island Bornholm, port Svaneke. They were steered by capt. Keselis and Dr. Slaidinsh and brought about 170 Latvian gunmen of the 15th Latvian Division from the siege of Danzig
	On May 5, 1945 at Roenne, Bornholm, Latvian soldiers gave up their weapons to Danish guerrillas after the German army had surrendered to the British army on May 4, 1945. On the slope ltn. Voldemars Eltermanis. In the front corp. Janis Voika and Danish guerrilla courier Bent Kyhn
	Roenne. On May 7, 1945, the Soviet airplanes bombed the city Roenne on Bornholm island. It destroyed the plank-way and the bathhouse where Latvian soldiers were settled. 5 men were killed instantly, 12 died later in hospitals. Also 9 Danes died
	In the cemetery of Roenne there is a memorial for 17 Latvian legionnaires, 61 German soldiers, and 22 civilian refugees, killed in the Soviet air-raid
	The author of Bornholm, Raenneslaett, and Oerebro diaries — private Oskars Daugulis (1923-1993, 6 years in Gulag)
	A street in Roenne, the main city of Bornholm, after the Soviet bombardment on May 7, 1945. 9 Danes, 17 Latvian legionnaires, 22 civil refugees, and 61 German soldiers were Wiled in that air-raid. After that the commandant of Bornholm, sea-captain von Kamtz, ordered the evacuation of all towns and villages. So in the secon raid on May 8, 1945 only one Dane was killed — an old man that had refused to leave his home
	Interned Latvian soldiers artillerists from 15th Division who arrived from Bornholm, in Raenneslaett July 2, 1945 with Latvian singer Mariss Vetra
	The First Unit of Baltic Soldiers on June 24, 1945. Latvians, Lithuanians and Estonians for the first time in history are marching from the internment camp in Havdhem to the church service in Groetlingboo as ONE MILITARY UNIT
	August, 1945 Marteboo peat swamp. Working there are interned Latvian soldiers Aleksandrs Austrums and Olgerts Abrams
	The internment camps were equipped with heated tents, located near or in the woods
	On June 4, 1945 in Havdhem there was a Sports Festival. Girls were playing foot-ball right next to the internment camp. Of course, the fellows appreciated it. There was just a single barbed wire around the camp. The Governor (Landfiscal) of Gotland Bertil Bonde did not want the interned to feel like prisoners
	Swedish guards at the Marteboo peat swamp. Seven of them were punished for a too liberal attitude towards the interned Baltic, French, and Austrian soldiers who were working there
	Baltic fellows in Swedish army coats
	German Soldiers — Our Comrades in War and in Captivity. The interned German soldiers in Sweden are marching past an ancient building, built of dolomite stones with a roof of sod. Instead of weapons they are carrying birch branches. The summer of 1945 in Sweden was pleasant, but the end was tragic: of 2,500 men only 1,500 survived Gulag
	A part of Latvia also in Sweden
	July 2, 1945 Raenneslaett. Latvian opera singer Mariss Vetra gives a concert to interned Latvian soldiers, which arrived in Ystad, Sweden May 8, from Bornholm
	June 24 — St. John's Day, 1945, Summer Camp Raenneslaett Dr. Janis Slaidinsh — the doctor whose unselfishness let ab. 170 Legionnaires escape from the besieged Danzig
	Interend Latvian soldiers are going to help the Swedish farmers to gather the harvest
	Baltic soldiers in Swedish army coats and winter hats behind barbed wires at the winter camp in Raenneslaett, November, 1945
	The day after the hunger strike began pastor Vilnis came to give the Holy Communion to the internees. For many it was the first and the last
	The youngest among us was the Air Force helper Aleksandrs Austrums — 16. Dr. Elmars Eichfuss-Atvars was 33, and the eldest was ltn. Ernests Kalsons — 62
	November – December 1945, January 1946. Demonstrations, pickets, letters and telegrams (100 000) to the King and Government, collective protests
	Pickets with posters against the deportation of the internees
	Storm over Sweden. On November 23, 1945 in the small garrison town Eksjoe near Raenneslaett pastors Gustav Brodin and Juns Stahle gave a service to the townspeople. They were praying for the interned Baltic soldiers
	On November 27, 1945 a doctors' commission from Stockholm came to camp Raenneslaett to examine the internees and to determine if their state of health permitted deportation. They decided to send all Baits that had been starving for a week to hospitals
	Hospital in Ekshjoe. Internees and staff. In the centre: head nurse Greta Rydberg
	Nurse Aina Skoogvald (nee Eriksen). Design by internee Elmars Heics during the hunger-strike. She and Marie Carlsson wished to accompany us to the USSR
	On November 28, 1945 the interned Baits were transported from camp Raenneslaett to many hospitals throughout Sweden — in small groups and isolation
	The stronghold of Kurzeme (Courland) from October 11, 1944, until May 9, 1944. The last half-free place of Baltic lands and ...the last hope
	Denmark's island Bornholm. Latvian Legionaries tied there from the siege of Danzig and stayed from 30th March until 8th May 1945. There they left 17 comrades killed during Soviet bombardment of island in the last day of war
	The main town in Denmark's island Bornholm with 3700 houses. It was bombarded by Soviet aviation in the last hour of World War II 8th May 1945 from 9:45 until 10:40 or by Soviet time 10:45 until 11:45 (Armistice began at 12:00 o'clock that day). 3400 houses were destroyed or damaged, but in another town — Nexjoe all 900 houses. 10 Danes died, some dozens were wounded.
	Oerebroo hospital's nurses Ingrid Lindell's dedication to serg. Augusts Kaneps — "Heaven and earth can burn, but that one who believes will find out..."
	Oerebroo hospital's nurses Dagmar Zeijtitz visiting card which she gave to 20 internated Baits during their 3 weeks hunger strike
	November 28, 1945 till January 1946. Nurse Ingrid Aarstorp (nee Lindell) — a refugee from Norway
	Near eternity. Valentins Silamikelis in Oerebroo hospital after starving from November 22 untill December 12, 1945
	On January 25, 1946 the internees were taken to Trelleborg by bus. Some of the bus had boarded windows. Baltia had many ways to Golgotha — one is also in Sweden — to Trelleborg
	The Forcible Deportation. The Swedish government proposed the deportation Swedish policemen carry a self-mutilated German soldier with broken legs. After two months, on January 25, 1946 he was deported anyway
	November 30, 1945 called "the bloody Friday" German soldiers tied themselves together to avoid deportation to the enemy — the USSR. The Swedish police beat them and used water guns
	German soldiers resisted the deportation by injuring themselves: breaking their limbs, swallowing metal objects and medications. Of 2,500 men 600 were injured and not transportable
	Latvian Casualties in Sweden. The night before November 28, 1945 in the camp Raenneslaett the interned Latvian officer of the 1st Artillery Regiment of the 15th Latvian Division ltn. Oskars Lapa committed suicide. He cut his veins in both hands and legs and stabbed a knife in his heart
	On January 25, 1946 a Latvian officer ltn. Peteris Vabulis committed suicide by cutting his neck artery at the moment of getting off the bus at Trelleborg when the guard was not holding his hand as before
	Swedish policemen carry the author — Latvian soldier Valentins Silamikelis, who broke a window on the bus and cut his wrist to the Soviet slave ship "Beloostrov"
	On January 25, 1946, at the port Trelleborg a Latvian soldier Herberts Shulmanis went berserk and was left in Sweden. Here he is in a Swedish army coat
	Grandmother Ede Emolinsh, nee Berzinsh, mother of author's mother Milda, died on December 24, 1953
	Department of Architecture in Latvian State University. The first year — 1948
	Author's birthday on August 26, 1948 in Leningrad, at the banks of Neva. Valentins Silamikelis, Aina Titmane, Ruta Kronberga, Normunds Vijups
	The second year — 1949. The drawing studio in the Latvian State University
	Summer of 1950 in Moscow. A former officer of the Red Army Edgars Puchinsh shows an object of architecture to his fellow student Valentins Silamikelis, a former Legionary. This excursion was organized by Latvian State University for the top students
	Authors cousin Gunars Grauds (1932-1975) in exile in USA. in 1973. He was a pilot and honored with the Medal of Honor by President Ford. Died from wounds
	Author's bride Ilga Nimande — a medical student (born April 21, 1925)
	December 1950. This was the funeral for Division of Architecture — communists decided to close it as "very Latvian one". Right — Gunars Priede, later a famous Latvian playwright
	The wedding of Ilga Nimande and Valentins Silamikelis took place on June 24 (St. John's Day), 1951 in Riga. Behind a tchekist and two Red army officers
	The beginning of Vorkuta District concentration camps was in 1933. This is a photograph of the first mine in Rudnik — a suburb of Vorkuta. The photo was taken by one of the prisoners, a former professional photographer from Moscow Ivan Borisovich Krivec, later a Vorkuta TV operator, who worked together with the author's camp-mate Janis Vaskinovichs
	March, 1955. The labor zone of DSM — the workshop for building mobile cottages. The designer V. Silamikelis is standing at one of them. Behind is the 9th camp. On the slope — the dining hall for the 3,000 inmates of the camp — the first finished project of V. Silamikelis. In front the barrack where he pined for three years
	The punishment barrack of the 9th camp
	A view of Rudnik Vorkuta's suburb Rudnik with the 9th camp, house building workshop DSM, and 8th coal-mine. In front the author's mate Olgerts Rudzitis with his visiting wife Aija after the amnestion. September 1955
	Valentins Silamikelis in March, 1955, prisoner (Zek) L 720 of the 9th camp by 8th coal mine in Rudnik ("Rechlag"). The glasses are from Visby
	Tortured in a heaxy work and violance and starving this International grew harder. After the amnesty in 1956 — the 29th coal mine of Vorkuta. First in the third row — Janis Zile
	The poet of the camp — Imants Lerums in 1956. Later he took his wife's maiden name Ozolinsh — for the sake of safety
	In Summer 1955. Ernests Rudzuroga and other Baits with the help of Jews organised a strike in 1953, in the district of Vorkuta. The strike was "shot down" afterwards
	The labor-zone on the slope of river Vorkuta, near the 9th camp. Behind the third window from the left was the little room (formerly a store) where the author lived with his wife from August 16 till October 15, 1955
	The mobile house, projected for the Trust Pechoruglegeologija
	Watercolor painting of Valentins Silamikelis had to be done secretly while designing the projects — inmates were not allowed to draw or paint. December, 1954. An aborigine Nenez is driving a reindeer sledge
	August 16, 1955 in Vorkuta — the happy hour when the author meets his wfe, and freedom is near
	Apshuciems, 1963 — at the seashore, 50 km west of Riga. The author with his wife Ilga, daughter Gundega. son Viesturs (born November 18, 1957), and son Auseklis (born June 25, 1959). "Now we are five"
	Riga railway station, 1969. The head of the first collective farm in Latvia "Nakotne" Arturs Chikste (in the center) returns from Moscow. For this he got reprimand from the Ist secret of Communist Party in Dobele – Freimanis. Why? A leader of a kolhoz was not allowed to visit oficial persons in Mosco* without the permission of Partbureau. On the left – Valentins Silamikelis
	City of Jelgava, 1957. The building of a furniture factory near river Driksna — one of the first projects after returning from Vorkuta. The author with his wife Ilga and daughter Gundega (born May 5, 1956). "Now we are three"
	Collective farm "Nakotne", 1970. An apartment building with 18 apartments. Each apartment had a large kitchen and a lot of storage space. This building was designed especially for farm needs. Behind the apartment building were barns, sheds, and garages. On collective farms such buildings replaced the former individual farm-houses
	The Days of Barricades in Riga. Beginning with January 21, 1991, the Latvian nation got up to defend the freedom of Latvia, Baltia, and consequently all nations in the Soviet Union. In these days for the first time besides the Latvian national colors also the Russian national flag — white-blue-red — was raised
	A "Monument" for Architect V. Silamikelis: Four Ancient Buildings in the Old Town of Riga that were restaured during 1974-1985
	The Coup d'etat in the Soviet Union on August 19, 1991. August 20, 1991 Dom's Square in Riga. A member of the special militia attack unit "Omon" is dispersing the inhabitants of Riga who look at him as at a poisonous insect. There is still a piece of barricade left from January, 1991
	The author presents the Swedish King Carl XVI Gustav with the standard of Baltic flag that was created on June 24, 1944, under the German occupation, in the former NKVD prison cells. Behind them prof. Janis Slaidinsh and engineer Hans Lindeman
	Visiting the King of Sweden Carl XVI Gustav. June 20, 1994, King's Palace. Forty extradited Baltic men that were still alive and able to take the trip visited the King of Sweden
	A press conference with the Swedish Secretary of State Margaret af Uglass. Sitting from the left are: Hans Lindeman, Valentins Silamikelis, Margaret af Uglass, Janis Slaidinsh, Stasys Dranseika
	The Sweden's secretary of State (foreign Minister) Margaret af Uglass. Summer 1994 in Stockholm
	Frederik's churchyard in Stockholm. Oskars Lapa and Peteris Vabulis who commited suicide in winter 1945/1946 were buried there
	Again in Eksjoe — the town near camp Raenneslaett. On June 21, 1994 in Eksjoe Hospital the former head nurse Greta Rydberg meets again her patients of 1945/1946 after 49 years
	The Swedish Army guards of honor lifted the flags with flourish of trompets and a roll of drums in Raenneslaett — the place of former Baltic camp
	The Baits are standing at attention with their united Baltic flag: white for Estonia, dark red for Latvia, and yellow for Lithuania. On the right — prof. Dr. phil. Kurt Ekholm, a major at the time of completing the service
	June 21, 1994 Raenneslaet. 40 former interned Baltic soldiers still alive are again in Ekshjoe. Together with garrison commander col. Wilhelm af Dormer and other Swedish officers and prof. Curt Ekholm
	The unveiling of Memorial for the Baltic Soldiers in Ekshjoe, Sweden on 27 January 1996. The honor guard of the Swedish Army was present
	The memorial was created by a Latvian organization "Daugavas Vanagi" in Sweden (leader Zemvaldis Dzelme) and transnorted and erected by the Eksjoe Commune
	In Trelleborg, Sweden in 1999. A Memorial was unveiled for the World War II refugees that perished and were slaugtered in Baltic Sea. Also for the 2372 German and Austrian soldiers that were extradited from Sweden to the Soviet Union. On the right — the excecutor of this project — Helmut Schulze
	November, 1996 in Stockholm. A meeting at the publishing house "Contra" which published Valentins Silamikelis' book "With the Baltic Flag" in Swedish Behind the table — the Editor-in-Chief Carl Holms
	January, 1992 Riga. The former from Sweden extradited Latvian soldiers are meeting every year since 1990
	Christmas of 2001 in Riga — the author's family
	Sweeden's "prisoner's of war (inturned) card with the dates of this person
	Summer 1947. Homestead "Dzeni" in the rural district Katlakalns by Riga. Author's self-portrait
	1. III. 52. "I drive farther. Perhaps to Vorkuta. They say, that only 2 letters can be sent from there. I'll do it by first possibility. So long! Valentissimo"
	Map of Vorkuta district. Vorkutlag, Rechlag and Pechorlag administrations
	A song with lyrics by Imants Lerums-Ozolinsh, music by V. Silamikelis dedicated to his wife Ilga
	Boris Reznik's song with the words in Latvian, Lithuanian and Estonian by V. Pavlivskis, S. Povilivskis and H. Karma. "Three sisters by the Baltic Sea." It can be the Hymn of Baltia
	Untitled
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