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Tuvojas Jaunais gads

ALEKSANDRA MALINOVSKA,
ALJA valdes prieksséde

Man ir prieks bt ievélétai par Amerikas latviesu jaunat-
nes apvienibas (ALJA) priek$sédi uz otro terminu!

Nesen Kolumbusa, Ohaio, notika musu ALJAs 64. kong-
ress. Més pulcéjamies Ohaio pavalsts Universitates rajona
un klausijamies interesantas lekcijas par dazadam temam
- par to, ka ALAs praktikantiem veicas Sovasar Latvija, par
Latvijas Simtgades planiem, par Amerikas prezidenta
vélésanam, par to, ka iegut Latvijas pilsonibu. Piektdienas
rita Mara un Anna Bérzinas rikoja jautru pasakumu ,Prosit
Makslai!", kur varéja iemacities gleznot Rigas skatu un
tie, kam vairak par 21 gadu, varéja iedzert ari dazas ,mi-
mozas”.

Pilnsapulces laika tika pienemtas vairakas rezolUcijas,
ka ari ievéléta jauna valde. Visa kongresa gaita bija véroja-
ma liela ieinteresétiba un entuziasms. Tas rada prieku dar-
boties turpmak.

Amerikas latvieSu jaunatnes apvienibas varda novelu
visiem lasitajiem priecigus svétkus un jautru Jauno gadu!

Mazie arzemju latviesi
iepriecina Latvijas seniorus
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Latvija
6.-14.julijs

Ja vél neesat dzirdéjusi, tad
pastastam: Latvijas Institata (LI)
rikota Ziemassvétku akcija, ai-
cinot pasaules latvieSu skolinas
izveidot personigus Ziemassveét-
ku apsveikumus Latvijas socia-
las apriipes centros mitoSajiem
senioriem, ir bijusi izcili veik-
smiga! Projekta iesaistijas 31
skolina no 17 valstim, tostarp ari
Bostonas latviesu skola, Sietlas
latviesu skolina, San Diego lat-
viesu skolina, Nudzersijas lat-
viesu skola un Mineapoles/St.
Paulas Latvie$u skola. Bérni ie-
priecinajusi 23 socialas aprapes
centru vai pansionatu iemitnie-
kus, un akcijas ietvaros ir izsuti-

ti ap 2200 apsveikumi. 13. de-
cembri, piedaloties diasporas
skolinu patronesei Valsts prezi-
denta kundzei Ivetai Véjonei un
LI direktorei Aivai Rozenbergai,
sviniga sarikojuma apsveikumus
sanéma Socialas apripes centra
“Térvete” seniori.

Sis projekts ieklaujas jalija
aizsaktaja socialaja kustiba #Gri-
buTeviAtpakal (http://li.lv/lv/
gributeviapakal), kuras mérkis ir
veicinat pasaulé dzivojoso tau-
tieSu saiknes stiprinasanu ar Lat-
viju. Sim mérkim izveidots ari
Facebook konts https://www.
facebook.com/KautKasMils-
NoLatvijas.
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VIEDOKLIS

Fake News in Latvia and the US

By now most people have
heard about “fake news” and the
role it played in the just con-
cluded presidential election. Fake
stories were popping up every-
where, most noticeably on
Facebook, the website where
friends stay in contact and
exchange photos of food they
have prepared and videos of kit-
tens and puppies doing the cut-
est things. In their place people
were posting stories about cities
replacing US laws with religious
laws, of healthcare legislation
that established death panels and
how the UN was planning on
disarming the US military and
take control of the country.

Its obvious that these stories
are not true, that they are actu-
ally made up. Who would do
that and why? Those who have
studied Soviet history quickly
saw parallels between these fake
reports and similar stories that
appeared in the Soviet Union in
the 1920s. Back then the KGB
had organized a special depart-
ment in the agency whose job
was to spread credible, but false
stories to create confusion among
the enemies of the newly created
state. Soviet leader Stalin gave it
the name dezinformatsiya or ‘dis-
information. In the Cold War the
Soviets used this tactic in its pro-
paganda war against the West.
The KGB would prepare a false
story and plant it in an obscure
Western newspaper in order to
give it an air of legitimacy. As a
legit story, it was ready for use in
attacking the West. For example,
one of the Soviets greatest suc-
cesses came with the false story

JANIS KRAMENS

that US scientists created AIDS
in a laboratory. Although pub-
lished more than 30 years ago,
this report still has traction today.
According to a recent survey, a
large number of Americans still
believe this story to be true.

Emigré Latvians are no stranger
to Soviet disinformation. Many
will recall that in the 1960s the
KGB published a book, “Kas ir
Daugavas vanagi® (Who are the
Daugavas Vanagi?). This was sup-
posed to be an expose of the émi-
gré Latvian organization known
as the DV and their Nazi history.
Its aim was to neutralize the polit-
ical work of the DV and other
émigré Latvians. It was because of
the efforts of émigré Latvians that
the US and other nations did not
recognize the Soviet occupation
of Latvia and Moscow was trying
to change that.

So, if the KGB no longer exists
and the Soviet Union is gone,
who is behind this wave of fake
news, aka disinformation?
According to some experts,
Moscow is a major player in pur-
veying of fake stories. Their goal
- influence US politics. These
experts claim the existence of a
“troll” (a troll is someone who
makes deliberately offensive on-
line posts) factory in Russia
whose sole purpose is to prepare
fake stories and have those post-
ed on US social media. Before
the elections an interview with
two of these ‘trolls’ was broadcast
on US TV, giving viewers an
interesting insight into the oper-
ation. They described selecting
patriotic sounding names for
their website and posting their

minted fake stories. One of the
interviewees stated how much
fun it was not only to produce
the stories but to watch the
responses roll in.

People must know the stories
are untrue, right? A number of
them are unbelievably ludicrous.
UN forces coming to the US and
disarming  the  military?
Seriously? A child abuse ring
operating out of a pizzeria in
D.C.? Really?? Some even crazier
stories have been reposted more
than a million times and occa-
sionally make it into the main-
stream. How does that happen?
One expert opined that some
people have lost trust in the
media and instead turn to alter-
native sources for information.
They see a story that fits their
preconceived notion and repost
it. Soon it is everywhere. To
emphasize their exasperation
with the media, some posters
ask, “why isn't this story being
covered” by the news sources
they probably don't read or
watch.

Latvia has not been immune
from this phenomenon. The
Baltic countries have been in the
forefront of Russias “Hybrid
War” for a while now. This is the
new “softer” approach to desta-
bilizing the Baltics and sowing
mistrust of the government and
the West. Specialists in Latvia
have been aware of this for sev-
eral years. For example, a couple
of years ago Moscow was experi-
encing serious demonstrations
challenging the authority of the
government. To defuse the situa-
tion, the Kremlin began a cam-

Baltijas studentu organizacija svin
Latvijas Valsts svetkus

ELINA DICE
Baltic Student Organisation

2016.gada 18.novembri Balti-
jas Studentu organizacijas meite-
nes kopa ar profesoriem Pauli
un Iréni Lazdam sarikoja svinigu
pienemsanu par godu Latvijas
Republikas Proklamésanas die-
nai. Sarikojuma laika viesiem
bija iespéja ne tikai dzirdét svétku
apsveikuma uzrunas, bet ari ie-
pazit tuvak latviesu kultaru. Stu-
dentes Anete Rozukalne, Liene
Riekstina, Santa Ozolina un Eli-
na Dice bija gérbusas latviesu
tautas térpos, tika nodziedata
tautasdziesma “Avu, avu baltas
kajas..” un bauditas gardas
latviesu platsmaizes un svétku
klingeris.

Norises vieta tika izlikta ari
Latvijas Okupacijas muzeja celo-
josa izstade, tadéjadi viesi varéja
gt nelielu ieskatu Latvijas un tas
cilvéku veésturé. Tika atbildéti visi
neskaidrie jautajumi par Latviju,
raditi video materiali par Lat-
vijas dziesmu un deju svétku
tradicijam, dabu, arhitektaru,
inovacijam un citam témam, ka
ari, protams, svinigi dziedata

No kreisas: prof. Iréne Lazda, Liene Riekstina, Anete RoZukalne,

Elina Dice, Santa Ozolina un prof. Paulis Lazda.

Latvijas Republikas himna
“Dievs, sveti Latviju”.
Anete Rozukalne, Liene Riek-

stina, Santa Ozolina un Elina

Dice ir Ainas Galgjas fonda sti-
pendiates studijam Viskonsinas
Universitaté Okléra 2016. -
2017. akadémiskajam gadam.

paign calling for strong laws to
protect family values from the
gay agenda. A short while later
‘concerned parents’ in Riga were
organizing demonstrations call-
ing for tough laws against gays
and warning about the influence
of “decadent Western values” on
innocent young people in Latvia.
Coincidence?

A recent fake news source
gaining notice in Latvia is the
website “Nozagts Latvija” (NL).
It is reportedly headed by a
group of Russian activists who
were active in a defunct televi-
sion news channel in Latvia.
They took over a popular

L #

humor site and from there fol-
lowers are directed to NL where
they are met with sensational
headlines claiming to report
stories that other media are
afraid publicize. In a short time
it has gained thousands of fol-
lowers.

How should people deal with
this scourge? A simple approach
should be, “Check the news
source. If there isn’t one, dont
trust it. If it sounds untrue, it
probably is” Fake news stories
undermine trust in people, in
national institutions and fellow
citizens. It shouldn't be allowed
to happen.
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the Bloomington campus.

Baltic Studies
Summer Institute
(BALSSI) 2017

at the University
of Indiana

Indiana University’s Summer Language Workshop will host
the 2017 Baltic Studies Summer Institute (BALSSI), offering
intensive beginning Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian langu-
age courses. Courses will be held from June 5-July 28,2017 on

At Indiana University, BALSSI is held in conjunction with
the Summer Language Workshop and benefits from the
Workshop’s long experience as a leader in intensive summer
language instruction and programming.

The Workshop has been offering intensive language training
at the Bloomington campus of Indiana University since 1950.
Drawing on the resources of Indiana University’s language
and area studies specialists and employing highly qualified
and experienced faculty from other universities in the US
and abroad, the Summer Language Workshop has developed
and maintained a national program of the highest quality.
The Workshops curriculum emphasizes communicative
classrooms focused on the student and on development of
level-appropriate proficiency in reading, writing, speaking,
listening, grammar, and culture. A full range of cultural and
linguistic extracurricular activities complement classroom
instruction for every language.

Students complete the equivalent of one year of academic
instruction in the program and earn 6-8 credits, which can be
transferred to other institutions.

Scholarships are available. For more information, please go
to indiana.edu/~swseel/balssi or call 812-855-2889.
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ALJA's LAPA

Jauna ALJA valde: priek$séde Aleksandra Malinovska, vices priek§séde Jana Ievina, kasiere Andra Ergle, sekretare Lina Bataraga, kiillturas un pasakuma vaditaji Aldan
Brown un Kristine Abuls, marketing direktori Aleksis Vizulis un Mara Bérzina, Véja Zvanu redakcija Kristina Benita Vitolina un Ariana Ule, ALJA zinas redakcija Ilze
Vizule un Laura Nigale, informacijas nozares vaditaja Tamara Lisis-Zondo, biedru nozares vaditaja Inga Klints, izglitibas nozares vaditaja Tija Putele. Padome: sporta
nozares vaditaja Lija Krievs, ALJA politiskais parstavs Eriks Lazdins, LV100 projektu vaditaja Liva Zemite, Zinta Putene, Emma Willems, Daiga Cera, Nicole LaFonte.
Revizijas komisija: Lara RobeZniece un Karlis Memenis

ELGA OZOLA,

X1V Visparéjo latviesu dziesmu un deju svetku ASV Ricibas komitejas sekretare

No svetkiem lidz svetkiem!

Kadreiz man gandriz Skiet, ka
Ziemassvétki un Dziesmu sveét-
ki ir tie pasi svetki! Abi ir laiki,
kad celojam gan tuvu, gan talu,
lai tiktos ar gimeni un draugiem
svétku vidé. Abos svétkos dzie-
dam dziesmas, gan garigas, gan
jautras. Klausoties “Klusa nakts,
svéta nakts” Ziemassvétku va-
kara dievkalpojuma, man drosi
naks prata svétku garigais kon-
certs vai varbat vieskora “Sola”
koncerts, kuri abi dos iespé&ju va-
sara atkal mierigi baudit skaista
baznica neaizmirstamas harmo-
nijas. Toties, kad automasina pa
radio energiska balss dzied var-
dus “Dashing through the snow,
in a one horse open sleigh,” es pie
sevis gudroju, vai arl kopkora
koncerta iznaks dzirdét iemilo-
tos vardus “Saule brauca pa ji-
rinu spidédama, vizédam’!”

Protams, ir gruti §is dienas ie-
domaties svétkus bez davanu
pirksanas. Nesen apciemoju Zie-
massvétku tirdzinu latviesu
draudzé un jutos, ka staigaju pa
Dziesmu svétku tirdzinu, abos
gadijumos mekléjot glitakos lat-
vieSu rokdarbus, ko davinat ta-
lak. Abos gadijumos domaju par
siltam izrakstitam latviesu zekém
un Sallém, vienalga, vai ir ziemas
aukstums vai vasaras karstums!

Bet ja jis, tapat ka es, ejat mo-
dernajiem laikiem lidzi, tad dro-
§i vien iepérkaties galvenokart
interneta. Ari Dziesmu svétki iet

lidzi laikiem. Aicinam aplakot
misu interneta veikalu svétku
majaslapa  www.latviansongfest-
2017.com, kur var jau iegadaties
biletes uz visiem Dziesmu svét-
ku sarikojumiem, ka ari “vésus”
Baltimoras kreklus. Ja nezinat,
ko tévam davinat, nepérciet vi-
nam Bass Pro Shop vai Sports
Authority davanu karti, Dziesmu
svétku veikala var iegadaties
davanu kartes, lai jasu tévs var
tikt uz kamermuzikas koncertu
vai jaundeju skati.

Pat ja nevélaties pirkt ar lat-
vieSu kultiru saistitas davanas
(ka tas var but?), varat tomeér vél
paturét prata Dziesmu svétkus,
kad iepérkaties, jo tagad var pie-
vienot organizaciju “XIV Latvian
Song and Dance Festival Inc”
savam Amazon Smile kontam!
Tad katru reizi, kad lietosiet
Amazon Smile, 1ai nopirktu Hat-
chimal savai mazajai masicinai
vai echo dot onkulim, Amazon
noziedos procentu ienakumu
tiesi Dziesmu svétkiem.

Vakari abos svétkos ir arl li-
dzigi. Ja patlaban Skiet, ka ik kat-
ru dienu ir jaskrien uz kadu
svétku sarikojumu, tad jaatceras,
ka Dziesmu svétkos jau ari katru
vakaru bus kada jautra izprieca.
Pirmaja vakara vareés vietéja klu-
ba satikties ar draugiem un dejot
lidzi rokgrupai AKRA, otraja
iespéja izdancoties bus slavena
postfolkloras ansambla I[gi pa-

Ilgi spéles Dziesmu svétkos Baltimora

vadijuma, un tad treSais vakars
bas Daumanta Kalnina vadita
kvinteta popularas muzikas va-
kars. Ceturtaja vakara bis izvéle:
kugisa brauciens, lai priecatos
par Baltimoras pilsétas skatiem
vai ALJA jauniesu balle, bet ka-
péc gan neiesaistities abos?
Pédéja vakara uzvilksiet savu
glitako apgérbu, lai atvaditos no
miliem draugiem svétku balle,
tapat ka jus to darisiet péc paris
nedélam Melnbalta Jaungada
ballé Vasingtona, kad atvadisie-

ties no iepriekséja gada. Kaut ari
jaungada balle simbolizé Zie-
massvétku laika beigas, ta ir ari
vislabakais veids, lai sagatavotos
uz nakamajiem svétkiem, jo visi
ienakumi ies pa labu Dziesmu
svétku ricibai (tai arl biletes var
iegadaties svétku majaslapa)!
Protams, starp davanam, bal-
lém, un iepirksanos, nekad neaiz-
mirstam galveno nozimi abiem
$iem svétkiem - svétku garu.
Gan Ziemassvétki, gan Dziesmu
svétki nav par mantam, bet par

klatbatni. Dziesmas un dejas
mus visus vieno, vai meés ar tam
dalamies tagad, sniega putenos
vai vasara saules karstuma. Sais
dienas svétku vidi meés varam
visi, gan jauni, gan sirdis jauni,
tieS$am kopigi izjust mieru virs
zemes, vismaz misu pasaules
starisos.

XIV Visparejo dziesmu svét-
ku ricibas komitejas varda,
novélu jums visiem priecigus
Ziemassvetkus! Satiksimies
Baltimora!
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AKTUALA INTERVIJA

Iedzilinaties sevi un sava identitate

PASAULES LATVIESU JAUNATNES SEMINARS

Visi gaidam skaistus, gimenis-
kus un milestibas pilnus Ziemas-
svétkus, tacu arl vasara nav aiz
kalniem. Pasaules latvie$u jaunat-
nes seminara 2x2 komanda, citigi
gatavojas nakamas vasaras lielis-
kajam piedzivojumam, kur§ no-
risinasies 2017.gada 6. - 14. julija.
Tas solas bat varen aizraujoss!
Tapéc, lai tevi ieinteresétu vél vai-
rak, Jauno Laiks sniedz interviju
ar nakamas vasaras 2x2 nomet-
nes vaditaju Vandu Daukstu.

Ka aizsakas tavs 2x2 stasts?

Mana iepaziSanas ar 2x2, ka
jau daudziem trimdas jauniesiem,
notika laika posma, kad mekléju
savu latvisko identitati, - studiju
gados. Bérniba un agra jauniba
gaju tur, kur vecaki lika, un da-
riju to, ko vini macija, daudz par
to isti nedomaju. Darba dienas
gaju amerikanu skola. Vakaros un
nedélas nogalés biju latviete. Dar-
bojos Grandrapidu latviesu sest-
dienas skola, tautasdeju kopas
“Ritenitis” un “Liesma’; latviesu
kori, teatri, jaunatnes pulcir,lé
Koknese, katolu draudzeé, bérnu
nometné Mezvidi, Garezera vasa-
ras vidusskola... Tacu, kad saku
studét un iepazities ar lielo, plaso,
sarezgito, pieauguso pasauli, saku
apSaubit latvietibas jégu. Gruti
iedomaties, bet es tacu nekad Lat-
vija nebiju bijusi! Ta bija aiz va-
reni stingra un $kietami neatvera-
ma dzelzs priekskara. Starp ame-
rikaniem neviens nekad neko par
Latviju nezinaja, vienmér nacas
stastit, skaidrot. Apnika! Tomér,
mana masa Monika bija bijusi
kada iepriekséja 2x2 nometné,

un ta vigai bija dikti patikusi.
Sadraudzéjusies ar latviesiem no
dazadam vietam ASV un Kanada,
vinpa mudinaja mani pieteikties.
Un ta kopa ar bérnibas draudzeni
Kaiju Gertneri (tagad Ozolu) pie-
daljjamies 2x2 nometné, kas no-
tika ziema. To vadija Janis Grants.
Piedaljjos politikas ievirzé un rot-
kalSanas projekta. Nedélas laika,
iegremdgjoties latviesu kultura
un politika, macoties par miisu
sencu mantojumu, iztirzajot savu
“latvisko es” ar vienaudziem, kuri
arl dazkart savu identitati apSau-
bija, piedzivoju un pardzivoju ne-
izsakami daudz. Un uz labu laiku
uzladéju savas latviskas baterijas.

Ko tev nozime 2x2?

80. un 90. gados 2x2 noziméja
stiprinat savu latvisko identitati,
ieskatities sevi; iepazities ar citiem,
veidojot ciesas, atbalsto$as saites;
macities no citiem, izaicinat savus
uzskatus — tas bitiba nav maini-
jies. Sodien vél So nozimi papil-

dinatu ar dosanu/dalidanos ar
citiem, kas nak ar dzives pieredzi.
Un ar skatu uz nakotni - uz ne-
atkarigas Latvijas attistibu, izaug-
smi, uz nometné gito zinaSanu
un prasmju ieviesanu ikdiena.

Kapéc jauniesiem biutu veér-
tigi piedalities nakamas vasaras
2x2?

Laika, kad esam parslogoti ar
informaciju, kad censamies at-
Skirt batisko no nebatiska, kad
gan misu pasu dzivés, gan pasau-
1é virmo lieli izaicinajumi, ir vér-
tigi uz nedé]u pateikt visam STOP!
Ir ne tikai vértigi, es pat teiktu, ir
nepiecieSami uz bridi apstaties,
iedzilinaties sevi un sava identitate,
glt zinasanas, smelties spéku. Ir
vértigi kalt ne tikai rotas, bet ari
planus, ka pilnveidot sevi un ka
saredzét jaunas iespéjas Latvija un
pasaulé. Ir vértigi satikties ar sav-
iem vienaudZiem no visas pasau-
les, izveidot draudzibas ar nakot-
né veérstu skatu uznémeéjdarbiba,

tradiciju kop$ana, pilsoniskajas
aktivitates, lai kur pasaulé més ari
atrastos. Un veél kapéc? Jo pro-
gramma, kuru veido Eduards
Kramin$ un paréjie vadibas loka,
solas but aizraujosa, intensiva,
izaicino$a un ari izklaidéjosa!
Kada ir 2x2 komanda?
Pavisam 1si sakot - lieliska! Jau
minéju par Eduardu Kraminu,
kurs ikdiena ir jaunie$u attistibas
programmas “Go Beyond” vadi-
tajs. 2x2 nometné vins atbild par
dienas programmu - ievirzém un
projektiem — un saturs izskatas fe-
nomenals — bas grati dalibniek-
iem izveéleéties, kur piedalities! Va-
kara programmu un izbrauku-
mu/ekskursiju koordiné Ieva Smi-
te, kurai ir tik daudz rado$u ideju
koplekcijam un citam aktivitatém,
ka lielakais izaicinajums bis at-
rast laiku, kad nometnes dalib-
niekiem pagulét! 2x2 organizésa-
na ir laikietilpigs un sarezgits
darbs - to, allaz ar smaidu seja,

veic nometnes administratore An-
na Zvejniece. Savukart Liga Rak-
stina, nometnes finansu vaditaja,
ir paraugeksemplars, ka atceréties
katru daramo darbinu. Par 2x2
majas lapu un informacijas apriti
atbild nometnes fotografs Jurgis
Rikveilis, vinam nak paliga gra-
fiska makslinieceArtai Balodei.
Komanda nav milziga, tacu ta veic
milzu darbu, planojot un nakam-
vasar istenojot briniskigu piedzi-
vojumu 100 latviesu jauniesiem
no visas pasaules. Vadibas loks tie-
kas apméram reizi ménesi, un
paréjo laiku stradajam ar kopigo-
tiem dokumentiem, sarakstiem
un e-pastu.

Ka tu juties ka nakama 2x2
vaditaja?

Es jutos pagodinata, ka 2x2
padome ir uzticjusi man $o
darbu. Man ir neaprakstams
prieks stradat ar jauniesiem - uz-
sticu vinu energiju, cenSos maci-
ties no vinu pozitivas, attieksmes.
Reiz dzirdéju kodoligu sabied-
riska darbinieka motivacijas sauk-
li: “Man iedeva. Es panéemu. No
manis gaida” Ta tas ir ar mani.

Kadu tu iztelojies 2050. gada
2x2 dalibnieku un kadu vaditaju?

Es iztélojos, ka man kads maz-
bérns bus dalibnieks kada no
vairakim 2x2 nometném, kas
notiks taja gada. Dalibnieki bis
aktivi Latvijas 132 gadu svétku
planosanas ievirzé. Vini piedali-
sies Horeografijas projekta, kura
veidos latviesu tautasdeju horeo-
grafijas, dejotajiem lidinoties pa
gaisu ar reaktivajam mugurso-
mam (jetpacks). Tatad ari viniem
bus jauzladé savas latviskas bate-
rijas! Virtuves projekta vaditajs
jau 30+ gadus bus Maris Jansons,
restorana Gramatu tarps nr.1 gal-
venais $efpavars. Edienkarté: ku-
kainkotletes un pelékie zirpi ar
sirsenspeki. . .

Publicésanai sagatavoja
Anna Zvejniece



