
characteristic features. On the other hand, dialects tend to maintain themsel-
ves.

The Latvian language, like Lithuanian, has maintained its historical dialects.

languages.

dialect and the Livonian dialect.

Latgallian sub-dialects can also be subdivided into Latgallian dialects of Vidzeme

gallian subdialects of Latgale are the basis of High Latvian or Latgallian Written
Language.



 Dialects of Latvian

th century the Latvian nation

or

Poland and Rome.
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found in entries in legal documents
dating back from the beginning of 
the 18th

ak about the beginning of High Lat-

Thus, the middle of the 

High Latvian dialects and Polish

ver the historical borders of Poland,
including Byelorussia, Lithuania

Latgallian book
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also not in effect in other regions of Latvia (Kurzeme and Vidzeme), Latgallian

ten language and the High Latvian dialect as a base for High Latvian or Latgallian

in the rest of Latvia.
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ries.  It is interesting to note that 

We are still discovering hand-

The most outstanding among the 

Only at the beginning of the 
20th century a deliberate standar-

Latvian began, and at the begin-

, -

Latvian transferred into Latgallian sound system, e. g.,
 (Standard Latvian ), Latgallian

(SL , Latg.



(SL ), Latg.

differs from the language situation in Latgale.

they use Standard Latvian language in their everyday communication. Neverthe-
) as 

siasts trying to maintain the Latgallian literary language tradition. Books and calen-

language. The Association of Teachers of the Latgallian Language, Literature and 
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matters, it is stated that sometimes even one letter

thong uo

S t a f e c k a  2004 – Anna Stafecka,



tendencija.
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