30th AUSTRALIAN
LATVIAN ARTS FESTIVAL

PERTH 1980

FOLK DANCES

THE OAK AND THE LINDEN

The theme of this performance, linking traditional and choreo-
graphed dances is based on the Latvian daina:

Beyond the river on the hillock

In rows grew the young oaks.
Facing them grew a row of lindens,
Which teased the oaks.

The Latvian peasants had a profound feeling of harmony and one-
ness with nature. Nature as both inspiration and form of expression is
very prominent in the dainas.

The oak tree often symbolizes the male persona, the linden tree the
female and many dainas tell us about their respective characteristics, as-
pirations and relationships.

The oak is also a symbol of national strength and will endure any
oppressing force. The acorn, being the seed of the oak, symbolizes the
strength of the future which lies in the Latvian youth.




I VAINAGU DEJA Jautrais Paris,

TR The garland dance — a dance for girls. Sprigulitis.
“Beautiful is my brother’s farmstead i i -
A folksong sung by L. Zobens. KRAUKLITS SEZ OZOLA
A crow’s sitting in the oak tree.
INTRODUCTION OF THE GROUPS ke Perth Latvian
NARRATOR KAS DARZA? Primary School children
The oak dancing did go, Whm’sdi_nlthe ]ggrden?_ and gl Enones
Leading the linden by the hand. SHgItienal Cang BRI,
The oak has colourful mittens, 1
The linden a woven shawl.
JAUTRA VIJA ““An oak tree growing on the hilltop”
A traditional dance for 4 couples. All groups A folksong sung by A. Rudaks.
RITENITIS NARRATORS
The little wheel — a traditional circle dance. Auseklitis, Make way! Make way!
Spriditis, The oak and the linden a dancing will go.
Sprgaitis PARU DEJAS
UPE NESA OZOLII}IU A selection of traditional dances for couples. All groups
The river carried the oak with its beehive d t : Senat
r i e oak with its beehive downstream enatne KAMOLINDEJA
CIMDU PARIS AuseklTtis A traditional dance depicting the All groups
A pair of mittens. winding of wool into a ball from skeins.
NARRATORS OZOLITI, ZEMZARITI
Thank you God for giving us summer. The birds, the young girls and the tree tops Oak tree, why did you grow in the valley? Rota
are all singing joyfully. I
“I] walked through the ash grove looking for
The daughters of the Sun a dance did lead an oak”
In the shade of a green grove. A folksong sung by A. Rudaks.
The sons of God were peering . = . .
Through the oak leaves. ES [ZGAJU OSU BIRZI DEgEvICEl) Sukta
s I walked through the ash grove
VECPUISU DEJA Dauqavfesi/Sakta looking for an oak.
Bachelors’ dance Senatne
LANCETS
TUKUMA KADRILA A regional dance for 8 couples. Auseklitis,
A dance in 2 rows for 8 couples Perkonltis,
depicting meeting, greeting and, Rota.
the boys stealing their friend’s partners Jautrais Paris, NARRATOR
;?E:D..Ttis’ Girls, what shall we talk about
RI ; nitis, Gathered together in a group?
ota. About ashes, about maples,
AIZPURVES DEJA Spriditis About handsome oaks.
Sl i JAUTRAIS PARIS Ausekiftis,
BERITIS Ritenitis The happy couple Jautrais Paris,
The ribauld pony. Ritenitis,
Spriditis,
“Two days in the forest™ Sprigulftis,
A folksong sung by L. Zobens. MAéAIS DANCIS
MURAVIETIS Jau?raif ?ﬁris A traditional dance for 3 couples. Daugaviefi/Sakta,
A dance for young men. Sprigulitis Senatne




NARRATOR

Thunder has four sons,
All four artisans.
Two beat brass drums,
Two strike flints.

PERKONITIS Pérkonitis
The thunder dance.

RINDAM AUGA OZOLINI

In rows grew the young oaks All groups

NARRATORS
Try to find wise men.
Try to find big bushy oaks.
Rare are wise men,
Rare are big bushy oaks.

Oh, big bushy oak,

How very old you are.

I came into the world and discovered you.
I will die but you will live on.

The groups participating in this festival (in alphabetical order) are:

AUSEKLITIS from Adelaide
DAUGAVIEglfSAKTA from Melbourne
JAUTRAIS PARIS from Sydney
PERKONITIS from Perth
RITENITIS from Melbourne
ROTA from Sydney
SENATNE from Brisbane
SPRIDITIS from Melbourne
SPRIGULITIS from Canberra
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