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• Collaboration with cultural institutions
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«Reflect different communities in line
with the strategic plan (e.g. 
cultural/heritage sector)» and
«Expanding use [of RDA] by the wider 
cultural sector»

Simon Edwards, Chair of RDA Board, 2014
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FRBR AACR2 ICP

RDA
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AACR2  RDA

• Internationalisation

• AACR2: Rules for libraries and
books
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FRBR  RDA

Functional Requirements for Bibliographic
Records

• Structured Framework for Bibliographic Data

•  FRBR Library Reference Model (LRM)

• FRBRoo, CIDOC CRM, EDM
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Libraries

Museums, 
Archives

Cooperation?



10Alignments and cross-references between RDA and other standards | Christian Aliverti / Renate Behrens | Riga | May 23rd 2016

Libraries
Museums, 
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Authority Data versus Descripitive Data

• Authority data have high value

• Authority data as linking point in the cultural sector

• Descriptive data are good for library users and other libraries
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What is the value of authority data?

• GND Gemeinsame Normdatei / Integrated 
Authority File
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GND
cooperation in three countries

Vertretungen der Öffentlichen 

Bibliotheken
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GND

• GND Authority file for persons, corporate bodies, conferences and
events, geographic entities (places), topics and works

• Used for descpritive and subject cataloguing

• Cataloguing Codes

• RDA (since July 2014)

• RSWK (German rules for the subject catalogue)
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Geographic information

Relationships persons

Relationships organisations

Biographical information

Variant names



Wikipedia



Bildarchiv Foto Marburg

GND



Bildarchiv Foto Marburg
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The value of authority data for the cultural sector

• Discussions about authority data in archives

• Digital humanities want authority control
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Lonsea League of Nations Search Engine



Diplomatic Documents of Switzerland



Historical Dictionary of Switzerland
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Why not  use RDA in historical databases?

• Own standards and cataloguing tradition

• No data exchange

• RDA: too complex and too many rules

• „Core RDA“
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RDA

• With every update more
complex?

• RDA community is a 
community of librariens

• No higher-level 
organisational structure for
cultural institutions in the
German-speaking countries

GND

• Well developed and 
organisational structure. 

• Further institutions can be
integrated.

• Using authority data brings
a direct benefit for practical
work.

• Rules for authority data are
well worked out in RDA and 
relatively stable.
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WG with Museums
and Archives 2013 ff

Committee for Library Standards
Start of the RDA Project 
in D-A-CH 2012 ff

Working Groups
for Special 
Materials

First Results and Documents from the
Working Groups e.g. Training Materials

Old Books

Literary
Estates

Graphic
Materials

Subject
Headings
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RDA

Application Profiles

D-A-CH

LC PCC PS

Best Practises MLA

Literary Estates 2018 
ff

Committee for Library 
Standards D-A-CH

WGs

EG

EG
WG Literary Estates

WG Old Books

WG Graphic Materials

WG Manuscripts

Subject Cataloguing
2017/18 ff

WG Subject
Cataloguing
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Make it easier and more efficient 
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Acceptance and Flexibility 

There are so many
ways to build a 
house!
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