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A few words

about NUKAT



• NUKAT was designed and established by the representatives of Polish

academic and research libraries and has been financed with A.W. Mellon

Foundation grant (initially) and the subsidy of Polish Ministry of Science 

and Higher Education

• NUKAT is a source of downloadable bibliographic and authority data and 

centralized information on Polish research library holdings

• One of the most important features of NUKAT database is the Union 

Authority File and its mirror copies supported with several integrated

library systems used by NUKAT member libraries



At  the moment (May 2016) 141 cooperating libraries (of universities, research

institutes and museums as well as public, pedagogical and church libraries)



• Records:

BIB: 3 340 374 AUTH: 5 138 538

• Average daily input: 1200 bib records and 1000 authority records

• Member library symbols showing the location of titles (fields 9XX): nearly

13 mln

• Nearly all types of documents (except for manuscripts and archival

objects)

• 11 cooperating ILS

• Presence in the international data flow (VIAF, WorldCat)



NUKAT Center of Warsaw University Library

• Bibliographic Data Control

Control of new bibliographic records added to the database and modifications of those records in the 
database.

• Authority Data Control

Control of new and modified authority records (names, series titles, uniform titles, Author. Title
headings, KABA subject headings)

• IT Support

Database management, supervision of the hardware, software and network.

• Coordination & Cooperation

Control of the NUKAT data flow and database integrity. 
Contact with system librarians from member libraries. 
Instruction, workshops, conferences.



NUKAT and RDA



• NUKAT Center has been following the 
development of RDA since 2010

• One of most important factors driving 
NUKAT interest in RDA was the lack of 
a document which would provide a 
complete set of cataloging rules for all 
types of resources





• Our goal: implementation
consistent with scenario 1

• A comprehensive implementation
of RDA is beyond our financial and 
staff capabilities

• Second option: an alignment of 
our cataloging rules with RDA



• We were looking for solutions that would
allow us to avoid laborious and time-
consuming modifications in our database
and at the same time would make our data 
actionable.

• Extensive use of uniform titles and 
recording of relations among entities
should enable us at least to approach the 
effects anticipated in the scenario 1.



Main tasks:
• the population of authority 

records with additional/new MARC 
fields e.g. 046, 37X-38X;

• replacing of GMD with fields 336, 
337, 338.





Nationwide cooperation



• 2005-2008 - National Library 
member of NUKAT

• Could RDA be a factor in re-
establishing this cooperation?

• April 2015 - presentation of the 
project „Descriptors of National
Library”



• The main objective of this project is
the modification of subject cataloging
rules but it also affects the descriptive
cataloging and functioning of authority 
files.

• This meant that NUKAT Center had to 
reconsider its plans.



What we have managed to do so far:
• the abolition of the rule of three;
• the translation of vocabulary to be used in 

fields 33X (but eventually we will use the 
translation made by National Library);

• later in this year we will implement new
fields in authority records (we want to 
accompany this with the addition of VIAF 
and ISNI identifiers). 



What we can expect in the future?

• The extension of the cooperation with 
the National Library.

• Further productive cooperation with 
the EURIG.



The most important success is
the achievement of general

consensus on the need for new
cataloging rules.



Thank you for your attention!
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