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ANOTACIJA

Lidz $im pétnieciba ir pietriikusi padzilinata un kvalitativa teologiska
refleksija par religiju Keruaka un Bita paaudzes rakstnieku darbos. Doktora
disertacija “Un kurs gan patiesiba nekad nav ticejis Jezum?”: Katolicisms Dzeka
Keruaka Louelas romanos mérkis ir aptvert un izprast Dzeka Keruaka Louelas
romanos - “Zerara vizijas”, “Doktors Sakss”, “Megija Kasidija’, “Miests un pilséta”
un “Dulaza tuksiba” - atspogulota katolicisma mérogu un ta macibas sapratnes
dzilumu. Galvenie disertacijas uzdevumi ir sniegt sistematisku parskatu par
katolicismu, ka ari ieskicét to, ka Keruaka Louelas romanos atspogulota Dieva
izpratne, kontekstualizét $is atzinas plasaka péckara Amerikas religisko stravo-
jumu konteksta un analizét, vai lidz §im sastopamie visparinatie pienémumi par
Keruaka katolicismu vina darbos ir atbilsto$i Louelas romanu konteksta.

Sis disertacija ir pirmais méginajums Keruaka pétniecibas lauka sistematizét
Romas katolicisma teologiskas kategorijas vina literarajos darbos. Analizétie re-
ligiskie jédzieni un teksta fragmenti tika izvéléti induktivi padzilinatas lasisanas
rezultata, izmantojot kvalitativas kontentanalizes metodi, un sadaliti devinas
katolu sistematiskas teologijas kategorijas: 1) Ticiba un atklasme, 2) Dievs, 3) ra-
disana, 4) Jézus Kristus, 5) Baznica, 6) gréks un zélastiba, 7) svétie un Jaunava
Marija, 8) sakramenti, 9) eshatologija. Sada pieeja dod iespéju iegiit izsmelosu
ieskatu par Dieva izpratni un katolicismu Louelas romanos. Ta ari atklaj kato-
licisma nozimibu un autentiski vésturisko klatbatni Amerikas imigrantu kopie-
nas.

Keruaks parada savas un savu varonu padzilinatas zinasanas un izpratni
par Dievu ka raditaju, radito pasauli ka Dieva atklasmi, Jézus Kristus ciesanu
nozimibu pesti$ana, Dieva pilnigo dabu un Jaunavas Marijas lomu ticigo cela uz
pestisanu, ka ari par katolu hagiografiju ka zanru. Keruaka téli vietam ap$auba
baznicas ka institlicijas nepiecie§amibu, mekléjot Dievu arpus tas. Keruaks ka
autors nesniedz teologisku risindjumu situacijam, kuras varoni ap$auba institu-
cionalas prakses, nedz arl piedava jaunu interpretaciju.

Atslégas vardi: Dzeks Keruaks, Bita paaudze, Katolicisms, Louelas romani,
20. gs. amerikanu religiozitate, katolu dievbijiba, kvalitativa kontentanalize
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IEVADS

2022. gads iezimé ASV rakstnieka Dzeka Keruaka (1922-1969) simtgadi.
Lidz $im pétnieciba ir pietrukusi padzilinata un kvalitativa teologiska refleksija
par religiju Keruaka un Bita paaudzes rakstnieku darbos. Doktora disertacija
“Un kur$ gan patiesiba nekad nav ticéjis Jezum?”: Katolicisms DZeka Keruaka
Louelas romanos ir pirmais méginajums Keruaka pétniecibas lauka sistemati-
z&t Romas katolicisma teologiskas kategorijas vina literarajos darbos.! Doktora
disertacijas meérkis ir aptvert un izprast Dzeka Keruaka t.s. Louelas romanos?
atspogulota katolicisma mérogu un ta macibas sapratnes dzilumu. Galvenie
pétijuma uzdevumi:

»  Sniegt sistematisku parskatu par katolicismu Keruaka Louelas romanos:

“Zerara vizijas® (Visions of Gerard), “Doktors Sakss” (Doctor Sax),
“Megija Kasidija” (Maggie Cassidy), “Miests un pilséta” (The Town and
the City) un “Dultiza tuksiba” (Vanity of Duluoz).

o Ieskicét to, ka Louelas romanos atspogulota izpratne par Dievu, un

aplukot to caur sistematiskas teologijas kategoriju prizmu.

o Kontekstualizét Keruaka atspogulotas atzinas plasaka péckara Amerikas

religisko stravojumu konteksta.

o Analizét, vai lidz $im sastopamie visparinatie pienémumi par Keruaka

katolicismu vina darbos ir atbilstosi Louelas romanu konteksta.

Galvenie pétniecibas jautajumi ir saistiti ar to, cik liela méra katolicisms un ta
macibas paradas Louelas romanos. Nemot véra, ka nav daudz tadu Bita paaudzes
pétijumu, kas butu veltiti teologijai, disertacijas autore izveidoja visaptvero$u un
sistematisku ieskatu Keruaka darbos attélotaja katolicisma. Analizétie religiskie
jédzieni un teksta fragmenti tika izvéléti induktivi padzilinatas lasi$anas rezul-
tata, izmantojot kvalitativas kontentanalizes metodi. Autore izmantoja devinas
katolu sistematiskas teologijas kategorijas, atbilsto$i kuram atlasija un sagrupéja
romanu tekstu fragmentus un atseviskus tajos atrodamos terminus: 1) Ticiba
un atklasme, 2) Dievs, 3) radiSana, 4) Jézus Kristus, 5) Baznica, 6) gréks un
z&lastiba, 7) svétie un Jaunava Marija, 8) sakramenti, 9) eshatologija. Pielietotas
kategorijas tika aizgitas no Francisa Susslera Fjorencas (Francis Schiissler

! Disertacijas ietvaros ar katolicismu apziméts tiesi Romas katolicisms.

> Sadu apziméjumu lieto Roberts A. Hipkiss, aprakstot $os piecus Louelas romanus ka “ne
parak ievéribas cienigus”; Robert A. Hipkiss, Jack Kerouac, Prophet of the New Romanticism:
A Critical Study of the Published Works of Kerouac and a Comparison of Them to Those
of J. D. Salinger, James Purdy, John Knowles, and Ken Kesey (Lawrence: Regents Press of
Kansas, 1976), 35. Sis pétijums nesniegs atbildi par minéto romanu maksliniecisko vértibu,
bet gan analizés Louelas romanos attélo katolicismu. Louelas romanu saraksts publicéts
Barry Gifford and Lawrence Lee, Jack’s Book: An Oral Biography of Jack Kerouac (New York:
Penguin Books, 2012), 335-336.



Fiorenza) un DZona P. Galvina (John P. Galvin) sistematiskas teologijas izde-
vuma.’ Péc tam sagrupétie teksta fragmenti tika analizéti plasaka Bita paaudzes
religiozitates, ka ari Amerikas un Franko-amerikanu katolicisma konteksta.
Pétniecibas gaita autore nonaca pie secinajuma, ka Louelas romanos Keruaks
atspogulo visas devinas izvélétas katolu sistematiskas teologijas kategorijas, kas
apstiprina katolicisma nozimigumu vina gramatas. Tapat ari $is kategorijas tika
izvélétas, jo tas nodro$ina pilnvértigu teologisku izpratni par Dievu. Pielietojot
$adu pieeju, iespéjams iegit visaptverosu ieskatu par Dieva izpratni un katolu
macibas attélojumu Louelas romanos.

Papildus tam no pétniecibas jautajuma izriet ari jautajumi par $o teologisko
kategoriju saturisko aspektu. Vai veids, kada Keruaks attélo izvélétas teologis-
kas kategorijas atbilst oficialajai Katolu baznicas macibai? Vai Keruaka varoni
izprot $is kategorijas ta laika katolu teologijas ietvaros? Vai religiskas tendences,
kas attalinas no tradicionala katolicisma izpratnes, dominé teksta un kada ir to
pielietojuma nozime? Keruaka pétnieku starpa sastopami visparinati apgalvo-
jumi par Keruaka katolicismu ka, pieméram, jansenistisku, vai ka tadu, kas liela
meéra ir ietekmeéjies liela méra no gnosticisma. Autore izvéléjas analizét Louelas
romanus, ar noltiku saprast, vai §is tradicijas un ievirzes ir dominéjosas Keruaka
tekstos tada meéra, lai batu iespéjams izdarit tik visaptvero$us apgalvojumus.
Pétijuma rezultati atspogulo, ka $adas iezimes paradas nekonsekventi un tas
nav domingjosas. Louelas romanos atspogulotais katolicisms galvenokart atbilst
Keruaka dzives laika izplatitajam katolicisma idejam un praksei. Religiska rak-
stura atsauces uz katolu sistematiskas teologijas kategorijam primari atspogulo
tradicionalu ta laika katolu macibu izpratni. Sie secinajumi talak apstiprina, ka
Louelas romanos, Keruaka attéloto katolicismu nevar raksturot ka jansenistisku
vai gnostisku, ta iemesla dél, ka $is idejas salidzinajuma ar tradicionalo katoli-
cisma macibu paradas krietni mazak. Taja pat laika Keruaka romanu téli dazkart
ap$auba institucionalas religijas nepiecieSamibu, mekléjot Dievu arpus tas, kas
parada novirzisanos no tradicionalas katolicisma izpratnes. Sada pieeja atklj
katolicisma nozimibu Louelas romanos, ta macibu izpratnes dzilumu, ka ari ka-
tolicisma autentiski vésturisko klatbutni Amerikas imigrantu kopienas Louela.

Pétijuma rezultati aprobéti 7 starptautiskas konferencés:

1. Daliba ar referatu ““If Jesus Christ is son of God so am I”: Christianity
in Jack Kerouacs writings” Igaunijas-Latvijas teologijas un religij-
pétniecibas doktorantu konferencé, ko organizéja Tartu Universitate
un Latvijas Universitate, 26-27/05/2022, Puhajarve, Igaunija. Autore
uzsveéra katolicisma nozimi DZzeka Keruaka darbos, apliakojot tadu kate-
goriju ka “Dievs”, “Jézus Kristus” un “Jaunava Marija” lietojumu.

* Francis Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, eds., Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic
Perspectives, 2" ed. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011).



2. Daliba ar referatu “One-way ticket to Jack Kerouac’s spiritual tourism”
Eiropas Bita paaudzes studiju tikla 8. ikgadéja konferencé. 9-12/10/2019,
Nikozija, Kipra. Prezentacija tika apskatiti Keruaka darbos atrodamie
celojumu apraksti, ipasu uzmanibu pievérSot tajos minétajiem katolu
svétvietu apmekléjumiem ka iespéjamiem religiska trisma piemériem.

3. Daliba ar referatu “Religiosity of the Beat Generation” Igaunijas-Latvijas
teologijas un religijpétniecibas doktorantu konferencé, 16-17/05/2019,
Puhajarve, Igaunija. Referata autore apliukoja dazadas tradicijas, kas
ietekméja Bita paaudzes un Dzeka Keruaka religiozitati, religiskas pie-
redzes mekléjumus un religisko ieskaitu mainigo dabu.

4. Daliba ar referatu ““Howl” - Theology for the Marginalized” ikgadéja
European Academy of Religion konferencé, 4-9/03/2019, Bolona,
Italija. Bita paaudzes dzejnieka Alena Ginsberga poéma “Kauciens”
kluva par transformé&josu un dziedino$u stastu marginalizétajiem.
Izmantojot narativa teologijas metodologiju, autore padzilinati anali-
z&ja Bita paaudzes aizgadnibu par tiem, kuri nespéja pielagoties ta laika
Amerikas sabiedribai.

5. Daliba ar referatu “Seven Poems of Ginsberg - Latvian Translations
of Beat Poetry in the Soviet Period” Eiropas Bita paaudzes studiju
tikla 6. ikgadéja konference, 20-22/09/2017, Parize, Francija. Referata
tika paradita saikne starp Bita paaudzi un Latviju, salidzinati Alena
Ginsberga dzejolu tekstu orginali un atdzejojumi latviesu valoda.

6. Daliba ar referatu “Interaction Between Music and Religious Thought
in the Beat Generation Poetry During the 50’s” Eiropas Bita paaudzes
studiju tikla 5. ikgadéja konferencé, 27-29/06/2016, Mancestera,
Lielbritanija. Analizéjot Dzeka Keruaka, Alena Ginsberga un Lorensa
Ferlingeti darbus, autore paradija, ka spontanas raksti$anas process var
tikt izprasts ka veids ka atkartoti izjust garigu pieredzi, kas tika piedzi-
vota muzikas klausi$anas laika.

7. Daliba ar referatu starptautiska konferencé “Iesim, celsim pilsétu un
torni — ta virsotne lai ir debesis!” (Gen. 11:4) - Moleha interpretacija
Alena Ginsberga poéma “Kauciens” X. starpt. zin. konf. “Literatira un
religija. Babeles mits - kino, teatri, maksla un muzika’, 4-5/12/2015,
Riga, Latvija. Prezentacija tika aplikots viens no spilgtakajiem Bita
paaudzes dzejnieka Alena Ginsberga poémas “Kauciens” ietekmes
avotiem — Molohs no Frica Langa filmas “Metropole” (1927). letekmes
avoti tika salidzinati ar Babeles torna stastu Vecaja Deriba. Ginsberga
darbos lidzigi ka Keruaka romanos ir redzama Vecas Deribas télu,
simbolu un zanru ietekme.

Pétijuma rezultati par Bita paaudzes religiozitati un ietekme no tradiciona-

lajam Rietumu religiskajam tradicijam atspoguloti 4 rakstos:

1. Stikane, Ilze. “Catholic Encounters in Jack Kerouacs “Lonesome
Traveler” and Lowell novels,” Cel$ 73 (2022): 153-167.



Stikane, Ilze. “Seven Poems of Ginsberg: Latvian translations of Beat
poetry during the Soviet period,” Kalmenzone 13 (2018): 41-47.
Stikane, Ilze. “Recreation of the Spiritual Experience Gained Through
the Act of Listening to Music in the Beat Generation’s Poetry During
the 1950s,” Cels 67 (2017): 203-218.

Stikane, Ilze. “Mysticism of the Beat Generation: Allen Ginsberg’s
“Howl,” Cel$ 65 (2015): 209-240.



1. PROMOCIJAS DARBA KONSPEKTIVS IZKLASTS

Dzeka Keruaka un Bita paaudzes rakstnieku pétniecibas lauka lidz $im ir
iztraku$i padzilinati un izsmelo$i pétjjumi par kristietibas attélojumu vinu li-
terarajos darbos. Luiss T. Albarans (Louis T. Albarran) arl uzsver $o aspektu,
rakstot, ka “ir dazadi interpretacijas celi, pa kuriem tuvoties Dzeka Keruaka
rakstu izpratnei, bet nez kapéc [pétnieki] visretak izvélas katolicismu, lai gan tas
ir viens no nozimigakajiem celiem, ka pats autors to ir apstiprinajis’* Ari Bita
paaudzes pétniece Lonija Sofija Renoldsa (Loni Sophia Reynolds) argumenté,
ka, neskatoties uz to, ka “Bitu teksti ir piepilditi ar bagatigam un dazadam
religiskam un garigam témam, $1 briza kritiska izpratne par $o Bita paaudzes
aspektu ir nepilnvertiga. It ipasi liela meéra ir neizpétita saikne starp Bitiem un
tradicionalajam religiskajam parliecibam”’ Liela dala no Keruaka literarajiem
darbiem vél nav pétiti caur kristigas teologijas prizmu. Lai gan tie, kuri “lasis
vairak neka 30 Keruaka publicétos darbus, tajos atradis kato]u simbolu parba-
gatibu”® Keruaks piedzima, uzauga un nomira, budams katolis, ta¢u dzives laika
vinu intereséja dazadas religijas. Keruaks tas kombinéja ar, nostadija pret vai pat
salidzinaja ar katolicisma teologiskajam parliecibam, ar kuram vin$ sastapas jau
no agras bérnibas.

Ir svarigi pieminét vertigus kritiskos pétjjumus, kas $aja lauka tomeér jau
veikti. Albarans apraksta Keruaka katolu religiozitates un sakramentalita-
tes atspogulojumu sava doktora darba “Dieva seja cela gala: Dzeka Keruaka
sakramentalitate Louela, Amerika un Meksika” Sava disertacija “Iracionalie
celi: Religija un garigums Bita paaudzes literarajos darbos” Renoldsa izgaismo
saikni starp Bitiem un tradicionalajam religiskajam formam.” Raksta “Mad to
Talk, Mad to Be Saved”: Jack Kerouac, Soviet Psychology, and the Cold War
Confessional Self” Roberts Genters (Robert Genter) apskata jautajumu par
Keruaka konfesionala raksti$anas stila pielietojumu un apraksta vina ietekmes
avotus katolu ideju ieskatiem. Viens no nozimigakajiem avotiem, kas sniedz ie-
skatu Franko-amerikanu integrésana plasaka Amerikas kultira un par dazadam
attieksmém, kas pastavéja pasas kopienas ietvaros, ir Sintijas C. Lisas (Cynthia C.
Lees) disertacija “Robeztelpas un La Survivance: Jaunanglijas Franko-amerikanu

* Louis T. Albarran, The Face of God at the End of the Road: The Sacramentality of Jack

Kerouac in Lowell, America, and Mexico (doctoral thesis, University of Dayton, 2013), 1.

Loni Sophia Reynolds, Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of the Beat

Generation (doctoral thesis, University of Roehampton, 2011), 3-4.

¢ Robert Reilly, “On the road to redemption with Catholic author Jack Kerouac,” U.S. Catholic,
April 11, 2004, https://uscatholic.org/articles/200404/on-the-road-to-redemption-with-
catholic-author-jack-kerouac/ (accessed 17.08.2022).

7 Loni S. Reynolds, Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of the Beat
Generation, 3.



romanu attistiba (1875-2004)”. Veérts pieminét ari korelacijas analizi starp Dzeka
Keruaka gramatu teicéju un varoniem Louelas romanos, kas izklastita Dzozefa
A. Spedaljéres (Joseph A. Spedaliere) disertacija “Dulaza vizijas: Pétijums par
personu pielietojumu ka pasizpratnes lidzekli ¢etros Louelas romanos Dzeka
Keruaka Dultiza legendas ietvaros”.

Keruaka un Bita paaudzes literaro darbu pétnieciba iztrakst dazadu teo-
logisku kategoriju sistematiski strukturéts apkopojums. Pétijuma tika izve-
letas tiesi sistematiskas teologijas kategorijas, jo, ka to uzsver teologs Deivids
Treisijs (David Tracy) “pilnvértigu kristigas teologijas izpratni par Dievu var
iegnt tikai caur sistematisko teologiju, kas ietver visus nozimigakos §is tradi-
cijas simbolus™® disertacija sniedz visaptvero$u parskatu par nozimigakajam
katolu teologijas kategorijam un to atspogulojumu Keruaka Louelas romanos.
Lai gan, ka to uzsver Genters, Keruaks neizveidoja “viendabigu teologiju™. Taja
tiek guts pilnvértigs ieskats katolicisma teologiskas tematikas atspogulojuma
Keruaka literarajos darbos, ka viscaur Louelas romanos atrodamas atsauces uz
nozimigakajam teologiskajam kategorijam. Plasais atsaucu klasts ari apstiprina
katolicisma nepartraukto klatbatni Keruaka romanos. Promocijas darbs kalpos
citiem pétniekiem par labu atspériena punktu, lai varétu iedzilinaties kada no
konkrétajam teologiskajam kategorijam Keruaka darbos.

1.1. Pétijuma izmantotas metodes

Dzeka Keruaka literarie darbi ir daléji autobiografiski,' kas, analizéjot vina
tekstus, var bat gan lietderigs, gan traucéjoss aspekts. Pateicoties daléji autobio-
grafiskajai teksta iedabai, lai méginatu labak izprast dazas no literarajos darbos
sastopamajam atsaucém, pétnieciba iespéjams izmantot Keruaka dienasgramatu
un véstulu saturu. Taja pat laika pétniekiem tomér nevajadzétu automatiski pie-
lidzinat Keruaka literarajos darbos atspogulotos ieskatus pasa Keruaka religiska-
jam nostadném. Autore disertacija analizé tekstus, izmantojot Keruaka ieskatus
ka palidzo$u avotu, bet ne ka apstiprinajumu teksta rakstitajam. Galvenais uz-
svars ir uz Keruaka literarajiem darbiem un tajos atspogulotajam katolu teolo-
giskajam kategorijam.

Par pamatu romanu téliem izmantoja savu gimeni, draugus un lielakoties —
sevi pasu. Intervija “San Francisco Examiner” 1957. gada junija Keruaks pa-
skaidro, ka “visi mani romani [..] pieder vienam stastam - manam dzivesstastam.

8 David Tracy, “Approaching the Christian Understanding of God,” in Systematic Theology:
Roman Catholic Perspectives, eds. Francis Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, 2™ ed.
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011), 110.

° Robert Genter, “Mad to Talk, Mad to Be Saved”: Jack Kerouac, Soviet Psychology, and
the Cold War Confessional Self,” Studies in American Fiction 40.1 (Spring 2013): 30.

10 Stefano Maftina, The Role of Jack Kerouac’s Identity in the Development of his Poetics (lulu.
com, 2012), 21.
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Kad bisu pabeidzis, jums viena plaukta bis pilns komplekts”!! Cetri no pieciem
Louelas romaniem veido pirmas gramatas t.s. “Duliiza legenda” - Keruaka
“kopotajos rakstos”, kas veltiti vina dzivei un kuru teicéjs ir Dzeks Dulazs. Lai
gan $ajos romanos ir iespéjams saskatit hronologisku stasta virzibu, ir svarigi
atceréties, ka Keruaks §is gramatas nesarakstija atbilsto$i stasta hronologijai.
Disertacijas ietvaros tika analizéti $adi Keruaka romani - “Miests un pilséta”
(1946-1949), “Doktors Sakss” (1952), “Megija Kasadija’ (1953), “Zerara vizijas”
(1956), “Dulaza tuksiba” (1967)."? Piektais izvélétais romans ir “Miests un pil-
séta” — Keruaka pirmais publicétais literarais darbs. Lai gan §i romana darbibas
vieta nav nosaukta par Louelu un teicéjs un galvenais varonis vél nav Dzeks
Dulazs, ka tas ir paréjos Louelas romanos, Louela ir prototips Galovejas pilsétai.
Ka redzams, romanu publicé$anas periods aptver 20 gadus. Tas ir nozimigs as-
pekts, ko nemt véra, jo ideju un teologisko kategoriju attélojums dazados roma-
nos tik ilga laika posma varétu bit mainijies. Romanos Dzeks Duliizs ir attélots
dazados vecumos.” Pétnieki apgalvo, ka “Dultza tuksiba” ir revidéta versija
Keruaka dzives gadiem, kas aplakoti romana “Miests un pilséta”'* Neskatoties
uz to, autore ir izvéléjusies aplikot abus romanos, jo sadalas, kas tika analizétas
neparklajas, bet drizak papildina viena otru.

Dzeka Keruaka gimene bija katolticiga, tapéc analizé izmantotas kategorijas
tika aizgiitas no Romas katolu sistematiskas teologijas. Sada pieeja sniedz ho-
listisku ieskatu par Dieva izpratni un katolicismu Louelas romanos. Tika izveé-
létas devinas katolu sistematiskas teologijas kategorijas analizes strukturésanai:
1) Ticiba un atklasme, 2) Dievs; 3) radiSana, 4) Jézus Kristus, 5) Baznica, 6) gréks
un zélastiba; 7) svétie un Jaunava Marija, 8) sakramenti, 9) eshatologija.”® Ta
ka Keruaks neveidoja pats savu sistematisko teologiju, vina literarie darbi un
katolicisma ieskatu atspogulojums var tik saskatits ka “ikdieniSkas teologijas”

" Paul Maher Jr., Empty Phantoms: Interviews and Encounters with Jack Kerouac (Broken

Bottle Press, 2018), 27. Keruaks pats nosauc $aja legenda ieklautas gramatas 1961. gada

5. maija véstulé Sterlingan Lordam; Jack Kerouac, Selected Letters: 1957-1969, ed. Ann

Charters (New York: Penguin Books, 2000), 326-327.

Noraditie datumi ir romanu saraksti$anas laiki nevis publicésanas gadi.

1 Dzeka Duliiza stasts hronologiska seciba izklastits, sakot ar “Zerara vizijam”, kur atspogulota

vina agrina bérniba 4 gadu vecuma. “Doktors Sakss” romana aprakstiti Duliza piedzivojumi

aptuveni no 8 lidz 14 gadu vecumam. Savukart, “Megija Kasadija” un “Dulaza tuksiba”

apskata vélinos pusaudzu gadus no 17 lidz aptuveni 21 gadu vecumam, ipasi iedzilinoties

Dulaza futbolista karjera; Joseph A. Spedaliere, Visions of Duluoz: A Study of the use of

Personae as a Means of Self-Comprehension in the Four Lowell Novels of Jack Kerouac’s

Duluoz Legend (doctoral thesis, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2001), 149.

Robert A, Hipkiss, Jack Kerouac, Prophet of the New Romanticism: A Critical Study of

the Published Works of Kerouac and a Comparison of Them to Those of ]. D. Salinger, James

Purdy, John Knowles, and Ken Kesey, 135.

'* Francis Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic
Perspectives.
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piemérs, kas parada ticibu, ko praktizé personas, kas nav teologiski izglitotas,
kas vienkarsi apmeklé baznicu, ka ari citi kristiesi.'® Teksta fragmenti un tiem
atbilstosie religiskie jédzieni, ka, pieméram, “Dievs’, “Kristus’, “baznica’, “kristi-
bas” “gréksudze”, “rozukronis”, “lig$ana” un citi tika izvéléti induktivi padzilina-
tas lasiSanas rezultata, izmantojot kvalitativas kontentanalizes metodi.’” Autore
pielietoja o metodi, jo viens no disertacijas uzdevumiem ir sniegt sistematisku
un visaptvero$u ieskatu kristietibas attélojuma Keruaka Louelas romanos.
Padzilinatas lasiSanas metode palidzéja gut pilnvértigaku izpratni par izvéléta-
jiem teksta fragmentiem. Sakotnéji tika atlasiti 3134 termini un tiem atbilstosi
teksta fragmenti. Analizes gaita autore tos parskatija un pielagoja atbilstosi
izvirzitajiem darba mérkim un teologiskajam kategorijam. Sis parskatiSanas
process bija nepiecie$ams, ja sakotnéji atlasitie jédzieni zaudéja savu nozimi,
kad vairak termini bija apkopoti. Parasti izvélétie jédzieni sastavéja no viena vai
diviem vardiem. Teksta fragments, kas tika analizéts, bija konkrétais teikums,
kura Keruaks pielietoja $o jédzienu. Ja tas bija nepiecie$ams, lai labak saprastu
kontekstu, tika izrakstiti ari teikums pirms un péc tam. Kvalitativas kontenta-
nalizes ietvaros autore apkopoja religisko jédzienus Microsoft Excel programma.
Katrs ieraksts satur numuru, citatu, romanu, kura tas paradas, lapaspusi un re-
ligisko jédzienu. Lai értak un atrak atrastu jédzienus, ar kuriem stradat, autore
izmantoja filtra riku.

Jédzienu izdali$ana sniedz ari kopskatu iezimém, kas balstitas atsaucu dau-
dzuma katra no romaniem. Pieméram, “Dultza tuks$iba’, salidzinot ar citiem
Louelas romaniem, gandriz nepiemin institucionalo religiju - taja faktiski nav
atsauCu uz baznicu vai tas sakramentiem. Kvantitativie dati var paradit ten-
dences, bet ne vienmeér tas bus atbilstosas saturam. Pieméram, romana “Megija
Kasadija” ir vismazak atsaucu uz Jézu Kristu no visiem Louelas romaniem. Bet
to starpa ir viena no svarigakajam $ada veida atsaucém.'® Tiesi §1 iemesla dél
pétijuma tika izmantota kvalitativa kontentanalize. Tapat ari vérts atceréties,
ka romanu apjoms ir atskirigs, tadéjadi ari var atskirties atsaucu skaits. Lai
gan, Louelas romani parada tiedi pretéjo — isikais romans “Zerara vizijas” ir

' Jeft Astley, Ordinary Theology: Looking, Listening and Learning in Theology (London:
Routledge, 2017).

Autore primari izmanto Filipa Meiringa (Philipp Mayring) pétijumus, jo vin$ ir pirmais, kur$
izveidoja kvalitativas kontentanalizes pieeju un kur§ ari izskir solus induktivas kvalitativas
kontentanalizes veiksanai; Philipp Mayring, “Qualitative Content Analysis: Demarcation,
Varieties, Developments,” Forum: Qualitative Social Research 20.3 (September 2019), art.
16. Par kontentanalizes pielietojumu teologija un religijpétnieciba, skatit Chad Nelson and
Robert H. Woods, Jr, “Content Analysis,” in The Routledge Handbook of Research Methods in
the Study of Religion, eds. Michael Stausberg and Steven Engler (London: Routledge, 2011),
109-120.

'8 Epizode, kura Kristus uzruna Dzekiju Dultzu no krusta; Jack Kerouac, Maggie Cassidy

(London: Penguin Books, 2009), 43.
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vispiepilditakais ar katolu religiskajam atsaucém salidzinajuma ar “Miests un
pilséta”, kas to apjoma zina parsniedz aptuveni piecas reizes.

Disertacijas ietvaros veiktais pétfjums ir pirmais méginajums sistematizét
teologiskas kategorijas Keruaka pétniecibas lauka. Autore izvéléjas koncentré-
ties tie$i uz Louelas romaniem, jo laika periods, kas tajos ir atspogulots, atbilst
Keruaka biografijas posmam, kura ving pats bija vairak saistits ar katolticibu un
savu vecaku draudzi. Sada pieeja pielauj tekstu analizi, kas koncentréjas tiesi uz
katolicismu, nevis uz citam religiskajam tradicijam, ar kuram Keruaks varéja
bat saistits dazados dzives posmos. Keruaka darbi neap$aubami reprezenté ari
§is religiskas tradicijas, no kuram visredzamaka ir budisms. Pieméram, “Zerara
vizijas” Zerars Duliizs' ir attélots ka dievbijigs katolis, bet vina bralis un teicéjs
Dzeks Duliizs dazkart interpreté Zerara ricibu, attieksmi un pasaules ieskatus
caur budisma prizmu. Keruaka darbos integrétas gan budisma, gan katolicisma
idejas, un to sinkrétiskais raksturs jau bija nonacis pétnieku interesu loka.”® Sis
disertacijas mérkis tomeér nav izpétit Keruaka romanu sinkrétiskos aspektus vai
arl méginat noteikt dazadu tradiciju lomu tajos. Tas, kas tiek apskatits §1 darba
ietvaros, ir katolu teologisko kategoriju atspogulojums Louelas romanos, ka ari
Keruaka izpratne un zina$anas par katolu tradiciju. Sis pétijums neiedzilinasies
visas vesturiskajas un teologiskajas diskusijas, kas attiecas uz katru no minétajam
sistematiskas teologijas kategorijam gadsimtu laika, jo tam butu nepiecieSsamas
vairakas disertacijas. Autore sava darba ietvaros sniedz parskatu par galvenajam
kategoriju interpretacijam katolu tradicija un péc tam analizé to attélojumu
Keruaka tekstos.

Keruaka darbos nav atrodams sistematisks teologisko ideju izklasts, tacu
vina teksti ir analizéti ar mérki iegut sistematiskas atbildes par to, ka tajos ir
attélotas nozimigakas teologiskas kategorijas. Ka to norada ari jédziens “siste-
matisks”, §1 teologijas apaksnozare ir “Ipasi ieintereséta kristigo macibu veériena,
vienotiba un saskanotiba”?' Disertacijas autore pieméro $os aspektus, veidojot
sistematisku Keruaka darbos sastopamo teologisko kategoriju apkopojumu. Sada
pieeja dod iespéju iegit izsmelosu ieskatu par Dieva izpratni un katolicismu
Louelas romanos. Ta ari atklaj katolicisma nozimibu un autentiski vésturisko
klatbtitni Amerikas fran¢u-kanadie$u imigrantu kopiena Louela.

19 Tels, kurs ir balstits uz Keruaka brali Zeraru, kur$ nomira 9 gadu vecuma.

% Pieméram, Ben Giamo, Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2000).

! John Webster, “Introduction: Systematic Theology,” in The Oxford Handbook to Systematic
Theology, eds. John Webster, Kathryn Tanner, Iain Torrance (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2009), 1.
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1.2. Katolicisms Keruaka Louelas romanos

Bita paaudze paradijas laika, kad Amerika piedzivoja religisko atdzimsanu,
ko ari biti*? saskatija ka nozimigu. Religiska atdzimsana notika ne tikai jau labi
zinamas religiskajas tradicijas. Ta izpaudas ari daudzu jaunu religisko kustibu
dibinasana un paradiSanas, kas deva iespéju izvéléties kaut ko, kas bija arpus
iepriek$ pieredzétd. Austrumu religiskas tradicijas ieguva plasu popularitati
péckara gados, it Ipasi kontrakultaras ietvaros, un Bita paaudze ietekméja $is
popularitites mérogu. Sis religiskas tradicijas ari piedavaja dazadus veidus,
ka individuali pieredzét ticibu iepreti kolektivajai pieredzei, kas tika saskatita ka
sinonims Rietumu institucionalizétajam religiskajam tradicijam. Bita paaudze
pievérsas misticismam ka personigam veidam ka pieredzét kaut ko arpus ikdie-
niskas pasaules. Lai gan nav iespéjams runat par kadu sistematisku Bita paaudzes
misticisma tradiciju vai macibu, ta marginala daba dazadas religiskajas tradicijas
un uzsvars uz personisko pieredzi deva bitiem iespéju zem misticisma “jumta’
savienot visas vinu religiskas intereses. Biti bija ieintereséti kristietiba, budisma,
hinduisma, islama, scientologija, maiju un citas religijas, un $i iemesla dél Bita
paaudzes “misticisms” kluva pluralistisks. Misticisms viniem deva iespé&ju ari
saglabat aspektus, kas viniem fascinéja no bérniba praktizétajam religijam un
tos kombinét ar citam ieskatu sistémam. Bita paaudzes mistiskas tradicijas atzi-
nas tika papildinatas ar rakstnieku piedzivotajam “vizijam”, no kuram liela dala
tika pieredzétas péc halucinogénu vielu lietoSanas.” Bitu rakstnieki atspoguloja
savus religiskos mekléjumus un ieskatus savos literarajos darbos. Renoldsa
uzsver, ka tie$i “ieSaurinats fokuss ir labakais veids, lai pétitu Bita paaudzes
religiju un garigumu, jo tas dod iespéju nepiecieSamajai precizitatei, lai izpétitu
tik sarezgitu fenomenu ka religija, un dotu vietu ari padzilinatai lasianai [..]”*
Promocijas darba ietvaros §is ieSaurinatais temats ir katolicisms un ta sistema-
tisko teologisko kategoriju atspogulojums Keruaka Louelas romanos.

Lidzigi ka tas bija ar citam religiskajam un tostarp ari kristigajam tradi-
cijam, arl katolicisms piedzivoja religisko atdzim$anu péckara gadu Amerika.
Lai gan katolicisms lielakoties tika saskatits ka imigrantu religija, tas palénam
kluva par vienu no trijam tradicijam, kas atspoguloja Dvaita Eizenhauera
kristigo Ameriku. So tendenci vél vairak pastiprinaja DZona F. Kenedija kla-
$ana par valsts prezidentu 1961. gada. Katoli Louela sekoja franko-amerikanu
moto: “Musu valoda, masu ticiba, masu tradicijas”® Badami fran¢u-kanadie$u
imigrantu pécnacéji un juzdami asimilacijas draudus, vini pievérsas dievbijibai

2 Sadi tiek tulkoti Bita paaudzes parstavji.

2 Sis jédziens bitu starpa varéja tikt saskatits ari plasaka konteksta, apziméjot ari spilgtas,
negaiditas idejas.

2 Loni Sophia Reynolds, Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of the Beat
Generation, 5.

» Cynthia C. Lees, Borderspaces and La Survivance: The Evolution of the Franco-American
Novel of New England (1875-2004) (doctoral thesis: University of Florida, 2006), 167.
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ka kultaras saglabasanas mehanismam. Kultiras saglabasanas ideologija
kluva ipasi nozimiga, kad citas katolu kopienas véléjas vinus asimilét plasaka
Amerikas kultara. Pirmam kartam no franko-amerikaniem tika pieprasits, ka
draudzes aktivitatés vini izmantos tikai anglu valodu. Ta dévétie sentinellisti
(The Sentinellists)* iestajas par to, lai $ajas kopienas un jo Ipasi draudzes skolas
tiktu saglabata francu valoda. Keruaks draudzes skola visdrizak macijas divas
valodas, kas cita starpa paskaidrotu vina spéju vélak dzivé brivi pielietot abas
§is valodas. Keruaks ari pats apstiprinaja, ka nerunaja angliski lidz pat 5-6 gadu
vecumam, kas saskanétu ar to, ka skolas vide bija ta, kura vin$ pirmo reizi sa-
skaras ar anglu valodu. Lai gan Keruaka franko-amerikanu kopienas apraksti
Louelas romanos ir daléji autobiografiski, tie dod loti labu pieméru Jaunanglijas
regiona, kura atradas Louelas pilséta, katolu kopienas ikdieniskajai religiozitatei.
Savas gramatas Keruaks ilustré to, ka priesteri Louela ieradas no Kanadas, jo
viniem bija fran¢u valodas zinasanas. Keruaks parada ari to, ka dievbijigums
bija dala no franko-amerikanu dzives, ik dienu ladzot, atbilsto$os gadijumos
iededzot baznicas sveces, skola sanemot sodu no mukeném, ka ari izaicino$os
dzives brizos gistot mierindgjumu no priestera.

Keruaks pazina un praktizéja katolicismu forma, kada tas pastavéja pirms
Vatikana II koncila. Pirms 1965. gada katolu baznica izcélas ar savu estétis-
kumu, distancétibu liturgiskaja valoda un izteiktu hierarhiskumu. 20. gadsimta
pirmas puses katolicisms ietekméja Keruaka iztéli un identitati pasos pamatos.”
Keruaks var tikt saskatits ka “kopienas katolis”, kur$ bija “izvéligs [..] veida, kada
vin§ piekopa katolicismu”? Keruaks respektéja katolu kopienu un palika uzti-
cigs franko-amerikanu mantojumam, kas sava batiba bija katolisks. Neskatoties
uz to, Keruaks aizravas ar dazadiem ta laika religiskajiem tendencém, nomainot
tradicionalo uzsvaru uz institucionalo pret personisku pieredzi. Lidzigi ka citi
Bita paaudzes rakstnieki, arl Keruaks deva prieksroku mistiskajam tradicijam
un holistiskai pasaules izpratnei. Keruaks varéja “atrast briniskigo un svéto katra
dvésele, kuru vins sastapa savu celojumu laika, tapat ka vin$ redzéja Louela en-
gelus un Svéto mati paradamies uz katra staira”?

Pétniekiem noteikti janem veéra, ka daudz kas, ko Keruaks ir teicis vai raksti-
jis, ir rapigi izvértéjams. Lielako dalu no savas dzives “Keruaks diemzél nebija

26 Zurnala “Sentinelle” parstaviji.

7 David A. King, “Discovering the Catholic in Jack Kerouac, author of the Beat Generation,”
The Georgia Bulletin (January 23, 2014), https://georgiabulletin.org/commentary/2014/01/
discovering-the-catholic-in-jack-kerouac-author-of-the-beat-generation (accessed 20.09.2022).

* Andrew M. Greeley, The American Catholic: A Social Portrait (New York: Basic Books,
1977), 273.

# Robert Dean Lurie, “The Conservative Kerouac: Beat novelists, Catholic, Republican -
do you know Jack?” The American Conservative (September 7, 2012), https://www.
theamericanconservative.com/the-conservative-kerouac (accessed 21.09.2022).
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pie pilna saprata — piedzéries, [..] darba un slavas nogurdinats”* Dzejnieks
Alens Ginsbergs, tuvs Keruaka draugs, iejutigi raksta, ka “neskatoties uz $o sli-
mibu, vins sarakstija debeskigas gramatas”>! Tas gan nenozimé, ka Keruaka ka-
tolicisms var tikt saskatits ka kaut kas, kas radies no arprata, parguruma vai aiz
garlaicibas. Autore piekrit Deivida A. Kinga (David A. King) apgalvojumam, ka
Keruka izpratne par katolicismu bija patiesa.”> Gramatu daudzums, ko Keruaks
izlasija savas dzives laika, macibas katolu skola, ka ari vina uzsvertie katolicisma
aspekti parada, ka Keruaks ir katolis, kur$ izvélas “nebut vienispratis ar kon-
krétam baznicas dogmam vai moralajiem prieksrakstiem’*® bet paliek uzticigs
katolicisma pamatveértibam.

Keruaka romanos ir daudz atsau¢u gan uz autentisku katolu praksi, gan
ticibu. Teologisko kategoriju izpratne Keruaka Louelas romanos lielakoties at-
bilst Romas Katolu baznicas macibai. Sie romani sniedz izvérstaku ieskatu par
Keruaka atspoguloto izpratni par nozimigakajam katolu sistematiskas teologijas
kategorijam. Keruaka téliem Dieva atklasme ir redzama caur radito pasauli, kas
iemieso Dieva mistériju. Dieva atklasme un Zélastiba ir neatnemama ticibas sa-
stavdala, kas ir priek$noteikums pestiSanai. Keruaka romanu varoni apstiprina
savu ticibu Dievam, Jézum, pareizajam un nepareizajam $aja pasaulé. Dzeks
Duluzs uzskata, ka ticigie var tik pestiti, ja vini tic. Vel viens nosacijums pesti-
$anai ir seko$ana Jézus, pieméram, un Dulazs $aubas, vai vina un citu gadijjuma
tas vispar ir iespéjams. Keruaks Louelas romanos atspogulo katolu ticibas nos-
tadnes par atklasmi un ticibu, saredzot pasauli ka Dieva atklasmes mistériju un
ticibu ka pestisanas priek$noteikumu.

Imanenta un transcendenta Dieva daba sniedz iespéju Dultizam, Piteram,
Zeraram, ka ari citiem téliem pieredzét personisku satiksanos ar Dievu. Si ideja
sasaucas ar péckara uzsvaru mainu no institucionalizétas uz personigu pieredzi.
Dzekijs Duluzs pieredz personisku saskari ar Dievu, kad tas uzruna Dulazu no
krusta. Si sastap$anas atspogulo varonu atvértibu katolu religijas mistiskajiem
aspektiem. Keruaks Louelas romanos attélo Tévu, kurs ir debesis, délu un Svéto
Garu, lai gan varoni neruna konkréti par Svéto Trisvienibu. Trisvieniga Dieva
izpratne ir centrala kristigaja teologija, tacu Trisvienibas nepieminésana ne-
padara Keruaka télus mazak katoliskus. Gadsimtu gaita Trisvienibas doktrina
bija aktualaka teologu, nevis ierindas ticigo vida. Keruaka varoni to labi ilustré.

* David A. King, “Discovering the Catholic in Jack Kerouac, author of the Beat Generation,”
The Georgia Bulletin (January 23, 2014), https://georgiabulletin.org/commentary/2014/01/
discovering-the-catholic-in-jack-kerouac-author-of-the-beat-generation (accessed 20.09.2022).

3t Allen Ginsberg, The Best Minds of My Generation: A Literary History of the Beats, ed. Bill
Morgan (UK: Penguin Books), 138.

> David A. King, “Discovering the Catholic in Jack Kerouac, author of the Beat Generation,”
The Georgia Bulletin (January 23, 2014), https://georgiabulletin.org/commentary/2014/01/
discovering-the-catholic-in-jack-kerouac-author-of-the-beat-generation/ (accessed 18.09.2022).

* John A. Coleman, “The Fall from Innocence: Contemporary American Catholicism,” Revue
frangaise détudes américaines 12 (October 81): 198.
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Nekavéjoties pie Trisvienibas komplicétas doktrinas, Keruaks pievérs lielaku
uzmanibu Dieva pilnibu attélojumam. Keruaks parada Dievu ka visu zinosu, re-
dzosu, Zélsirdigu, labu, visu varenu un visur klateso$u. Louelas romanos attélo-
tas dieviskas pilnibas ir saskana ar katolisko macibu. Turpinot biblisko tradiciju,
arl Keruaks izmanto antropomorfismus Dieva attélojuma - Dievs izjat tadas
cilvéku emocijas ka naids un vinam ir acis, klépis un mute. Dievs var raudat un
salocit lietas, vinam pat ir krasa un sparni. Dieva jédziena pielieto$anas biezums
vél vairak nostiprina Dieva centralitati Keruaka darbos, ka ari uzsver télu per-
sonigas attiecibas ar dievibu. Caur ticibu Dievam ticigais iegiist Dieva zélastibu,
lai varétu pieredzét Dievu baznica, kas ir pamats ticigo pestiSanas apsolijumam.

Keruaka varoni apstiprina, ka Dievs ir radijis o pasauli un ka cilveki ir
Dieva bérni - $is abas ir izplatitas kristigas tradicijas nostadnes. Keruaks ari
spilgti attélo izmisuma pilno situaciju, kura atrodas cilvéks, $aja pasaulé pie-
dzivojot cieSanas un navi. Romanu téli nenoliedz Dieva eksistenci, bet dazbrid
apSauba Dieva nodomus, radot cilvéku. Louelas romanos daba ir atspogulota
ka Dieva atklasme un mistérija, kas ari atbilst katolu macibai. Uzsvaru uz dabu
ka raditu péc Dieva téla un lidzibas savukart iespéjams skatit ta laika aktualo
ekologisko nostadnu konteksta. Pat ja Dievs ir radijis cilvéku savam godam (Jes
43:6-7), ka to apstiprina Keruaka varoni, Dzeks Duluzs saskata, ka “ta vien $kiet,
ka Dievs radija kakénus priek§ mums.”**

Cilvéku izmisums, kas noved pie cie$anam un naves turpinas spilgtos
Kristus ciesanu atspogulojumos. Keruaka varonu sapratne paliek kristigas teo-
logijas ietvaros — Jézus ir Dieva déls, kur$ krusta navé miris par cilvéeku grékiem.
Vairakkartigi romanos tiek uzsvérta nepiecieSamiba sekot Jézus pieméram, lai
nodrosinatu ticigajiem pestiSanu. Dazi téli loti nopietni uztver Jézus atdarina-
$anu sava dzivé. Pieméram, Dulazs cer un ladz piedzivot tadas pasas cieSanas
ka Jézus. Atskiriba no Jézus cie$anam, vina iemieso$anas téma romanos faktiski
netiek skarta. Jézus aug$amcel$anas lielakoties tiek saistita ar Lieldienu ritu, un
aug$amceltais Kristus ir attélots ka triumféjoss, nemirstigs un patiess, kas atbilst
katolu baznicas macibai. Keruaka pieeja Kristum vairak raksturojama ka “funk-
cionala Kristologija’, kura tiek uzsvérta vina nozime cilvéku vida.*® Lielakoties
Keruaka varoni runa par Dieva délu saistiba ar vinu pasu dzivi vai notikumiem,
nevis uzsverot ontologisko Kristologiju.

Keruaks parsvara atsaucas uz baznicas liturgiju. Vina izmantotie citati latinu
valoda skaidri atsaucas uz pirms Vatikana II koncila katolicismu. Vins$ apraksta
iknedeélas misi, bet plasaki izklasti veltiti pusnakts un béru misei. Keruaks ataino
baznicu ka nenoliedzamu pilsétas ainavas sastavdalu. Ta ir vieta, kur iespéjams
gut religisku pieredzi un ticibu. Dazi no baznicas sakramentiem tiek apSaubiti
no Dzordza Martina puses, ka, pieméram, Svétais vakarédiens. Bet, vai Keruaka

3 Jack Kerouac, Visions of Gerard (UK: Penguin Books, 2020), 81.
* John P. Galvin, “Jesus Christ,” Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic Perspectives, eds. Francis
Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, 2 ed. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011), 273.
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teksti atspogulo padzilinatu izpratni par baznicu, ko tie kritizé? Lai gan citviet
Keruaks parada savas plasas zinasanas par katolu tradiciju, tas neliedz vinam
attélot savos romanos varonus, kuri lidz galam neizprot sakramentu nepie-
ciesamibu. Martinam ir savs viedoklis par sakramentiem, bet vins sagaida, ka
priesteris kliedétu vina $aubas vai varbut piekristu vina apgalvojumiem. “Miesta
un pilséta” attélots ka izvairigs priesteris, kas, iespéjams, nevélas iesaistities, vi-
naprat, neproduktiva diskusija. Ja Keruaka varoni izsaka $aubas par baznicas
praksém, tas netiek kliedétas. Netiek piedavati ari teologiski risinajumi.

Louelas romanus caurvij cilvéces gréciga stavokla téma. Tie, kuri izsadz
grékus, atjauno saikni ar Dieva zélastibu. Keruaks Louelas romanos lielaku
uzmanibu pievér§ gréka nevis Zélastibas jautajumam. Izmisums par cilveka mir-
stigo stavokli pavada to varonus: “Ko més iesaksim, kur més dosimies, kad més
visi $adi nomirsim?”* Keruaks pievér§ uzmanibu dazadajiem veidiem, kados
gréks ir redzams $aja pasaulé un pardoma, kapéc pastav ciesanas. Sis jautajums
visspilgtak attélots Zerara nepelnitaja navé, kas ir aizsakums caurvijosai teodice-
jas témai. Vel viena téma, kas atkaroti paradas Keruaka romanos, ir parlieciba,
ka cilveki ir “piedzimusi, lai nomirtu” Kopuma Keruaka varoni parada ne-
viendabigu attieksmi pret navi. Dazus no viniem pavada nedrosiba par cilvéku
mirstigo stavokli. Atbilstosi katolu macibai, Keruaks attélo dazados gréku tipus,
paradot savu izpratni par konkréto tradiciju. Iepreti plagajam gréka jédziena pie-
lietojumam Zélastibas glabjosa daba tada meéra netiek uzsvérta. Lasitaju nepamet
sajlta, ka nakotne nav ceriga, bet drizak nolemta. Iespéjams, lidzigas sajttas bija
pasam Keruakam. Ikdiena ir vieglak saskatit gréku, nevis zélastibu, kas varétu
bat viens no skaidrojumiem atsau¢u apjomam par grécigumu. Vel viens aspekts,
kas to butu vargjis ietekmét, ka pats Keruaks skola un draudzé bija saskaries ar
to, ka tiek akcentéts tiesi gréks, nevis — zélastiba.

Keruaks Louelas romanos autentiski attélo katolu kopienas dievbijibu -
svéto medaljonu un svétbilzu pielietojumu, baznicas sve¢u dedzinasanu un
ligsanos. Keruaks saraksta “Zerara vizijas’, hagiografisku legendu par savu brali
“Svéto” Zeraru, laika, kad péckara Amerika svétie un svétums ir populari. Vins
parada ari padzilinatas zinasanas par katolu hagiografiju ka zanru un izmanto
tam raksturigus sizetus. Keruaks uzsver Zerara kristibu nozimigu, vina dievbi-
jibu salidzinajuma ar citiem, vina neizsmelamo laipnibu, dzives macibas, vizijas
par debesim un tragisko navi. Jaunavas Marijas nozime Keruaka romanos (un
katolticiba vispar) ir visspilgtak attélota Zerara vizija, kura Marija ka pirma pa-
radas ticigajiem debesis. Tas var tikt interpretéts saskana ar ieskatu, ka Jaunava
Marija ir varti jeb cel$ uz debesim, jo caur vinu ticigie nonak pie Kristus un pie
pestisanas. Baltais plivurs, ar ko Marija ir attélota Zerara vizijas, var tikt aplitkots
Dievmates ikonografijas konteksta. Jaunava Marija attélota atbilsto$i izpratnei
par vinas lomu katolu tradicija — vina ir Dieva mate, jaunava, svéta, $kista un

% Jack Kerouac, The Town and the City (UK: Penguin Books, 2018), 488.
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nevainiga. Ticigie godina vinu, izveidojot majas altarus un celot baznicas vinas
godam. Jaunava Marija uzklausa ticigo lag$anas, un Keruaka varoni pie vinas
vérsas péc mierinajuma.

Louelas iedzivotaji tiek kristiti un sanem Svéto vakarédienu. Ja ticigais ir
uz naves gultas, priesteris sniedz Pastaro svaidi$anu, sakramentu, kas Sobrid zi-
nams ka Slimnieku sakraments. Sakramenti visbiezak ir minéti “Zerara vizijas”
Keruaks faktiski nepiemin Laulibu un Priesteribas sakramentu. Svéto vakare-
dienu (ari Pirmas Sv. Komunijas ietvaros) piemin tikai dazas reizes. Kristibas
tiek skaidrotas péctecibas konteksta — ka notikums, kuru piedzivojis ari Dultiza
tévs un vectévs vai ari ka parmantots svétums no priestera, kas krista. Pastara
svaididana ir aprakstita Zerara naves konteksta. Vina pienemosa attieksme pret
priestera apmekléjumu liecina par to, ka pats Zerars apzinas tuvojo$os navi, kas
vél jo vairak iespaido “Svéta” Zerara legendu. Ari sakramentu zina ir redzams
uzsvars uz gréku, jo Gandari$anas sakraments ir visplasak aprakstitais. Gréku
sudzésana attélota gan ka biedéjosa, jo grécinieks kaunas par savam ricibam,
gan ka atbrivojo$a, jo péc gréku izsudzésanas nak piedosana. Gados jaunakie
gramatu varoni biezi vien Joti saasinati uztver savus grékus, paradot, ka baznicas
maciba un garidznieki visdrizak deva pamatojumu tam, vai ar1 gréki, kas pieau-
gusajiem varbat neskiet tik nopietni, bérnu uztveré ir milzigi.

Keruaka varonu starpa nav vienpratibas par to, kas notiks péc $is dzives. Tas
nav parsteidzo$i, nemot veéra, ka tas, kas notiek péc naves, ir katra ticibas jauta-
jums, un par to piedavati neskaitami ieskati un interpretacijas. Keruaks izmanto
kristigos télus un simbolus, lai aprakstitu episku cinu starp labajiem un lau-
najiem spékiem romana “Doktors Sakss’, kas atgadina Pastaras tiesas mérogus.
Dzekijs Dultizs un Doktors Sakss $aja cina izdzivo, bet, kad Dulazs atgriezas
ikdieniskaja pasaulé, ka atgadindjumu vin$ redz rozes, kas ir Jaunavas Marijas
simbols, Kristus krustu un franko-amerikanu sievietes lidzamies. Zerara vizijas
par debesim vél vairak nostiprina ceribu par pesti$anu, ko simbolizé Kristus
krusts. Jaunava Marija ir ta, kas sagaida ticigos, jo vina ir cel§ uz Kristu un
pestiSanu. Zerars iztélojas, ka debesis vin$ runas ar Dievu engelu klatbiitné un
atradisies tur kopa ar saviem vecakiem. Sads ieskats atbilst Baltimoras katehisma
atspogulotajai baznicas macibai, ka debesis ir muaziga dzivo$ana, kur ticigie
satiekas ar Dievu.”

Taja pat laika Dulazs, izmantojot Bléza Paskala (Blaise Pacal) idejas par pre-
destinaciju, skiet vismaz daléji nonem no cilvéka atbildibu par gréku. Atsaucoties
uz Paskalu, Dulaizs romana “Dulaza tuksiba” atspogulo, ka dvésele, kad nonaks
debests, beidzot tiks atbrivota no materialas, kermeniskas un grécigas miesas.*®
Sis ieskats ir pretéjs katolu baznicas nostadnei par kermenisku augsamcel$anos,
jo Vards kluva par miesu, nevis lai izglabtu cilvékus no grécigas miesas, bet lai

37 Baltimore Catechism, 420.
* Jack Kerouac, Vanity of Duluoz: An Adventurous Education, 1935-1946 (London: Penguin
Books, 2012), 125.
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izglabtu ari pasu miesu. Kaut ari cilvéki ir grécigi, tie, kuri nozélo grékus, iegiist
pieeju pestiSanai. Bet, lai ticigais tiktu pestits, vinam ir jaseko Jézus pieméram,
Zerara vardiem sakot “[..] debesis — un, iespéjams, arl uz zemes, esi drosmigs,
pacietigs”** Absolutais mérkis ir nemainigs — but debesis kopa ar Dievu un en-
geliem, ka Zerars to iztélojas.

Sada pieeja atspogulo katolicisma nozimi Louelas romanos, td macibu
izpratnes dzilumu, ka ari katolicisma autentiski vésturisko klatbutni Amerikas
imigrantu kopienas. Koncentréjoties tikai uz katolicismu, nav iespé&jams
aptvert pilnvértigi plaso religisko ideju klastu Keruaka romanos. Vél viens
kontentanalizes metodes ierobezojo$s aspekts ir tas, ka koncentréjoties uz kon-
krétiem jédzieniem un kategorijam, plasakas témas var palikt nepamanitas.
Dalgji autobiografiskais Keruaka literaro darbu aspekts var but palidzoss, bet
pétniekiem jaatceras, ka Keruaka pasa apgalvojumi ne vienmeér saskanosies ar
vina romanos attéloto un otradi. Tadéjadi, pétot Keruaka romanus, vina dienas-
gramatu un vestulu ieraksti ir vértigs papildinajums, bet tos nevar automatiski
pienemt par paskaidrojo$am atbildém. Ari Keruaka literaro darbu ietvaros da-
zadas témas un parliecibas var tikt apstiprinatas.

* Jack Kerouac, Visions of Gerard, 17.
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2. GALVENIE PROMOCIJAS DARBA SECINAJUMI

Keruaka Louelas romanos paraditie religiskie ieskati galvenokart saskanojas
ar kato]u baznicas macibu. Keruaks parada savas un savu varonu padzilinatas
zina$anas un izpratni par Dievu ka raditaju, radito pasauli ka Dieva atklasmi,
Jézus Kristus cie$anu nozimibu pestiS$ana, Dieva pilnigo dabu un Jaunavas
Marijas lomu ticigo cela uz pestisanu, ka ari par kristigo hagiografiju. Keruaka
teli vietam ap$auba baznicas ka institacijas nepiecieS$amibu, mekléjot Dievu
arpus tas. Keruaks ka autors nesniedz teologisku risinajumu situacijam, kuras
varoni ap$auba institucionalas prakses, nedz ari piedava jaunu interpretaciju.
Galvenas jezimes, kas paradas Louelas romanos, saistiba ar disertacijas tému:

o Budami imigrantu pécnacéji un sajuzdami asimilacijas draudus, fran-
ko-amerikani pievérsas dievbijibai un katolu kopienai ka kulttras sagla-
basanas mehanismam.

o Keruaka Louelas romani nodro$ina autentisku 20. gadsimta pirmas
puses Louelas katolu kopienas dievbijibas atspogulojumu. Vina romani
var kalpot ka papildu materials teologijas, religijas, baznicas véstures
un citu nozaru pétniekiem, paturot prata daléji autobiografisko teksta
dabu.

» Louelas romani atsaucas uz galvena varona Dultiza bérnibas un jaunibas
attélojumu, kam par pamatu Keruaks izmantoja sevi pasu. Vina katolu
macibu atspogulojums dazreiz ietver ari bérniskigu naivumu, pieméram,
parliecibu, ka ticigais vairs necietis tikai tapéc, ka ir izstdzéjis grékus.
Ikdienas religiozitates attélojums $ajos romanos parada ari to, ka izdzi-
vota dievbijiba tomér meédz atskirties no dogmam.

o Varonos atspogulota péckara Amerikas religiozitates tendenci uz tiek-
$anos pretl personigai un mistiskai transcendentalas realitates piedzi-
vo$anai. Pieméram, Dievs runa ar Dulazu no krusta. Taja pasa laika
veérts atceréties, ka zinama méroga §Is izmainas bija vérojamas ari pasa
Katolu baznica, kas Vatikana II koncila laika uzsvéra personiskas piere-
dzes nozimi.

o Ja tiek attélots katolicisms ka institacija, tad tas ir pirms Vatikana II
koncila katolicisms, kas visspilgtak sastopams tradicionalas latinu mises
aprakstos.

o Louelas romanu téli dazkart apSauba un izrada neizpratni par atsevis-
kiem katolu tradicijas aspektiem, ka, pieméram, nepiecie$amiba péc
baznicas ka starpnieka starp individu un Dievu. Neskatoties uz to,
Keruaks ka autors necensas risinat §o problematiku, ka arl nepiedava
teologiskus risindjumus vai jaunas interpretacijas.

« Radot hagiografiju, kas veltita bralim “Svétajam” Zeraram, Keruaks
seko ta laika izplatitajai interesei par svétajiem un svétumu. Keruaka
izveidota hagiografija parada vina padzilinato izpratni par $o zanru.
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o Keruaka Louelas romanu religiskajas atsaucés ir iespéjams saskatit
Dieva centralo lomu. Tapat ari tiek uzsvértas personiskas attiecibas ar
dievibu. Caur ticibu Dievam ticigais iegiist Dieva zélastibu, lai varétu
pieredzét Dievu baznica, kas ir pamats ticigo pesti$anas apsoljjumam.

o Uzkritosakas atkapes no katolu tradicijas ir redzamas romana “Duliiza
tuksiba’, kura Dulazs atsaucas uz ideju, ka dvéseles tiks augsamecel-
tas bez miesiska kermena. Si interpretacija ir pretéja katolu baznicas
macibai par kermenisko augsiamcelanos. Sis idejas Keruaka dailradé
nak no Bléza Paskala, kura darbus vins neparprotami bija lasijis un bija
pienémis ari dazas no vina idejam. Paskala parstavéta predestinacijas
ideja, kas saskata, ka augsamcelti tiks tikai tie, kas ir izredzéti, nonem
dalu atbildibas no cilvékiem par gréku un pestiSanu. Ta ka tas ir
ieprieks noteikts, cilvekam nav iespéjams mainit, vai ticigais tiks pestits
vai ne. Dazuprat §i ideja ir pretruna ar kristigo maciba, jo tiek ierobe-
zots Kristus pestiSanas darbs un attiecinats nevis uz visiem, bet tikai
uz daziem. Atseviski Bita paaudzes pétnieki Keruaka romanos attéloto
interesi par Paskalu sasaistijusi ar jansenismu, to interpretéjot ka vienu
no nozimigakajam ietekmém uz Keruaka katolicismu. Tiesa vismaz
“Dulaza tuksiba” Keruaks atsaucas uz Paskalu tikai tris reizes. Ari vina
publicétajas véstulés nevar atrast ipadi vairak informacijas par Paskala
vai pat jansenisma idejam. Caur Paskala darbiem iepazitas jansenisma
idejas Keruaku uzrunija dzives pédéjos gados, bet $o ideju atspogulo-
jums nav atrodams neviend no paréjiem Louelas romaniem. Interese
par Paskala idejam vél nepadara Keruaku par jansenistu. Louelas
romanu ietvaros vairakkartigi tiek atspogulota Romas katolu tradicio-
nala maciba, kas Keruaka pétnieciba ir nepietiekami izcelta.

o Lai gan Keruaka darbos atrodamas visas disertacijas autores izvélétas
sistematiskas teologijas kategorijas, savos romanos vin$ apzinati nevei-
doja katolu identitati.

o Keruaks atbalstija un popularizéja interesi par religiju, tomér vina idejas
nebija viendabigas un tas varéja ari krasi atSkirties. Pat vina tuvakie
draugi nebija parliecinati, kam tiesi vins$ tic.

o Keruaks var tikt definéts ka “kopienas katolis”, kurs$ ciena savu katolisko
mantojumu, bet selektivi izvélas, kuram baznicas dogmam vai morala-
jam nostadném sekot un kuram ne.

Sis pétijums var kalpot ka labs sakumpunkts Keruaka talakai katolicisma
un ta teologisko implikaciju pétniecibai. Talaki pétniecibas virzieni varétu bt
saistiti ar katolicisma atspogulojuma salidzinajumu starp Louelas romaniem un
Keruaka “cela romaniem’, kas varétu sniegt padzilinatu ieskatu taja, ka religija
tika praktizéta lokali un “celd’, izgaismojot atskiribas starp institucionalo un per-
sonisko pieredzi. Tapat ari buitu iespéjams apskatit konkrétu romanu un taja at-
spogulotas teologiskas kategorijas salidzinat ar visam liecibam par pasa Keruaka
religiskajiem uzskatiem un garigajiem mekléjumiem $o romanu tap$anas laika.
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Sads salidzinajums varétu sniegt padzilinatu ieskatu, vai attélotais katolicisms
sakrit ar Keruaka apgalvojumiem konkrétaja laika posma. Jebkuras teologiskas
kategorijas kontinuitate un attistiba butu pétniecibas vérta, izmantojot Keruaka
literaro darbu “kanonu” ka pamatu. Keruaka darbi ir pateicigs materials salidzi-
nosiem pétijjumiem. Ir iespéjams salidzinat dazadu teologisko kategoriju atspo-
gulojumu vina un kada cita “katolu” autora, pieméram, Flanerijas O’Konoras
(Flannery O’Connor) darbos. Savstarpéja budisma un katolicisma mijiedarbe ari
ir izpétes vérts objekts.

Disertacija izveidots visaptvero§s un sistematisks parskats par katolicisma
atspogulojumu Keruaka Louelas romanos. Keruaka atspogulotas atzinas ir kon-
tekstualizétas plasaka péckara Amerikas religisko stravojumu konteksta. Ir ari
analizéts tas, vai visparinati piepémumi par Keruaka katolicismu un kristietibu
vina darbos ka par atskirigu no tradicionalajam macibam, Louelas romanu ga-
dijuma ir pamatoti. Keruaks Louelas romanos plasi atsaucas uz katolicismu, un
ta ir religiska tradicija, atsauces uz kuru dominé $ajos romanos. Tajos atspogu-
lota Keruaka izpratne par katolisko tradiciju galvenokart atbilst katolu baznicas
macibam, ta¢u dazviet ir redzamas novirziSanas no katolicisma pamatnostad-
ném. Tiesa, $adas novirzi$anas ir sastopamas reti un noteikti ne pietiekami, lai
Keruaku raksturotu ka, pieméram, jansenisma vai gnosticisma sekotaju. Keruaks
parada savas un savu varonu padzilinatas zinasanas un izpratni par Dievu ka
raditaju, radito pasauli ka Dieva atklasmi, Jézus Kristus cieSanu nozimibu pesti-
$ana, Dieva pilnigo dabu un Jaunavas Marijas lomu ticigo cela uz pestisanu, ka
ari par kristigo hagiografiju. Keruaka téli vietam ap$auba baznicas ka institacijas
nepiecieSamibu, radot iespaidu, ka vini lidz galam neizprot vai parprot atsevisku
sakramentu nozimi. Tiek uzsvérta personiskaka Dieva pieredze bez institticijas
iejauksanas. Baznicas kritikas jautajumos Keruaka téli neatspogulo padzilinatu
izpratni, bet drizak gaida, lai kads apstiprinatu to, ka vinu $aubas ir pamatotas,
vai arl sniegtu pareizo atbildi. Keruaks ka autors nesniedz teologisku risinajumu
§im situacijam, nedz ari piedava jaunu interpretaciju. Doktora darba ietvaros
veiktais pétijums parada katolicisma nozimibu Louelas romanos, td macibu
izpratnes dzilumu, ka ari katolicisma autentiski vésturisko klatbatni Amerikas
imigrantu kopienas.
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ABSTRACT

Until now, there has rarely been any in-depth theological reflection on
religion in the writings of Jack Kerouac and other Beat Generation writers.
The doctoral thesis “And who has never really believed in Jesus?”: Jack Kerouac's
Catholicism in Lowell novels aims to apprehend the scope and depth of tradi-
tional Roman Catholicism portrayed in Kerouac’s Lowell novels: “Visions of
Gerard,” “Doctor Sax,” “Maggie Cassidy,” “The Town and the City,” and “Vanity
of Duluoz” The main tasks of the thesis are to provide a systematic account of
Kerouac’s portrayal of Catholicism and understanding of God in his Lowell
novels, to contextualize these insights within a broader scale of post-war reli-
gious trends in America, and to analyze whether already available generalized
assumptions of the nature of Catholicism in Kerouac’s writings are adequate for
Lowell novels.

This thesis is the first attempt in Kerouac’s research to systematize Catholic
theological categories in his literary works. The religious terms and text frag-
ments for the analysis of the text were selected inductively using the qualitative
content analysis method and divided according to nine systematic categories of
Catholic theology: 1) Faith and revelation, 2) God, 3) Creation, 4) Jesus Christ,
5) Church, 6) Sin and grace, 7) Saints and Virgin Mary, 8) Sacraments and
9) Eschatology. Such an approach helps to obtain a comprehensive understand-
ing of God and the portrayal of Catholicism in Lowell novels. It also illustrates
Catholicism’s importance and presence in French-Canadian immigrant commu-
nities in America.

Kerouac shows his and his character’s in-depth knowledge and understand-
ing of God as creator, the created world as God’s revelation, the importance of
the suffering of Jesus in salvation, God’s perfections, and the Virgin Mary’s role
for believers in their way to salvation and also about Catholic hagiography as
a genre. Kerouac’s characters sometimes question the necessity of the church
as an institution by searching for God outside it. However, as the author,
Kerouac does not provide a theological solution for these situations nor gives
a new interpretation for his readers.

Keywords: Jack Kerouac, Beat Generation, Catholicism, Lowell novels, 20"-cen-
tury American religiosity, Catholic devotion, qualitative content analysis

27



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABSTRACT e 27
INTRODUCTION ..ottt ittt 29
1. SUMMARY OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS ........... ... ... ..... 33
11, Methodological framework ................ . .. . .. oL 34
1.2. Catholicism in Kerouac’s Lowell novels ......................... 38
2. MAIN CONCLUSIONS OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS ............. 45

REFERENCE LIST ... e 48



INTRODUCTION

2022 is the year the world celebrates the centenary of the writer Jack
Kerouac (1922-1969). Until now, there has rarely been any in-depth theological
reflection on religion in the writings of Jack Kerouac and other Beat Generation
writers. The doctoral thesis “And who has never really believed in Jesus?”: Jack
Kerouac’s Catholicism in Lowell novels is the first attempt in Kerouac’s research
to systematize Catholic theological categories in his literary works. The doctoral
thesis aims to apprehend the scope and depth of traditional Roman Catholicism'
portrayed in Kerouac’s so-called Lowell novels.? The tasks of the research:

o To provide a systematic account of Kerouac’s portrayal of Catholicism in

his Lowell novels™: “Visions of Gerard,” “Doctor Sax,” “Maggie Cassidy,”
“The Town and the City;” and “Vanity of Duluoz”

o To outline the understanding of God through the complete analysis of

the portrayal of systematic categories in Lowell novels.

« To contextualize Kerouac’s illustrated insights within a broader scale of

post-war religious trends in America.

o To analyze whether the generalized assumptions of the nature of Cathol-

icism in Kerouac’s writings are adequate for Lowell novels.

The research questions are connected to the scope of Catholicism and
its teachings in Kerouac’s Lowell novels. Considering that there is a signifi-
cant gap in Beat studies in the field of theology, the author of the dissertation
created a comprehensive and holistic insight into the Catholicism portrayed in
Kerouac’s writings. The religious terms and the text fragments for the analysis
were selected inductively using qualitative content analysis method. The author
used nine systematic categories of Catholic theology to group the text frag-
ments and terms portrayed in Kerouac’s novels: 1) Faith and revelation, 2) God,
3) Creation, 4) Jesus Christ, 5) Church, 6) Sin and grace, 7) Saints and Virgin
Mary, 8) Sacraments, 9) Eschatology. These categories were based on Francis
Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin’s edition of systematic Catholic theolo-
gy’ The grouped text fragments were then analyzed in the context of the Beat

Catholicism in this research represents Roman Catholicism.

> This term is used by Robert A. Hipkiss describing all five Lowell novels as “not particularly
remarkable”; Robert A. Hipkiss, Jack Kerouac, Prophet of the New Romanticism: A Critical
Study of the Published Works of Kerouac and a Comparison of Them to Those of ]. D. Salinger,
James Purdy, John Knowles, and Ken Kesey (Lawrence: Regents Press of Kansas, 1976),
35. This research will not measure the artistic value of Kerouacs novels but will analyze
the Catholicism portrayed in the Lowell novels. A complete list of Lowell novels is published
in Barry Gifford and Lawrence Lee, Jack’s Book: An Oral Biography of Jack Kerouac (New
York: Penguin Books, 2012), 335-336.

* Francis Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, eds., Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic

Perspectives, 2" ed. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011).
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Generation’s religiosity and American and Franco-American Catholicism.
During the research, it became visible that Kerouac portrays in his Lowell
novels all nine selected systematic categories of Catholic theology, which further
affirms the importance of Catholicism in these novels. The categories chosen
to analyze Kerouac’s religious references in Lowell novels are those of Catholic
systematic theology because they provide full theological understanding of God.
Using such an approach gives a holistic insight in the understanding of God and
the portrayal of Catholic teachings in Lowell novels.

Additionally, the research question also entails the content of these catego-
ries. Does Kerouac’s portrayal of these theological categories correspond with
official Church teachings? Do Kerouac’s characters understand these categories
within the framework of Catholic theology at the time? If the understanding
of Catholicism in novels differs from Catholic teachings, are those examples
dominating, and what is their significance? It is possible to encounter gener-
alized assertions by researchers about Kerouac’s Catholicism as, for example,
jansenistic or as one that Gnosticism has largely influenced. The author chose
to analyze Lowell novels to see whether these traditions or trends dominate
the texts to such an extent that it would be possible to use such generaliza-
tions. The research shows that such features are inconsistently visible and are
not dominant. The Catholicism reflected in Lowell novels is primarily consistent
with the ideas and practices of Catholicism prevalent during Kerouac’s lifetime.
The religious references to the categories of systematic Catholic theology primar-
ily portray a traditional understanding of Catholicism at the time. These con-
clusions further confirm that the Kerouac’s portrayed Catholicism in the Lowell
novels cannot be characterized as jansenistic or gnostic because these ideas are
rarely depicted in comparison to the traditional Catholic teachings. At the same
time, Kerouac’s characters sometimes question the necessity of the institutional
religion, searching for God outside its boundaries, which illustrates turning
away from the traditional understanding of Catholicism. Such an approach illu-
minates the scope and depth of Catholicism in Lowell novels, understanding of
its teachings, and historical presence in American immigrant communities in
Lowell.

The research results have been presented at the following conferences:

1. Paper presentation ““If Jesus Christ is son of God so am I”: Christianity
in Jack Kerouac’s writings” in Estonian-Latvian theology and religious
studies doctoral conference organized by Tartu University and Univer-
sity of Latvia (27/05/2022, Piihajérve, Estonia). The author emphasized
Catholicism’s importance in Jack Kerouacs writings while illustrating
this in his usage of such terms as “God,” “Jesus Christ,” and “Virgin
Mary”

2. Paper presentation “One-way ticket to Jack Kerouac’s spiritual tourism,”
European Beat Studies Network 8" annual conference (9-12/10/2019,
Nicosia, Cyprus). The presentation explored Kerouacs travel logs,
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primarily focusing on the visits to Catholic holy places as possible
examples of religious tourism.

3. Paper presentation “Religiosity of the Beat Generation” Estonian-Lat-
vian theology and religious studies doctoral conference organized by
Tartu University and the University of Latvia. (16-17/05/2019, Puha-
jarve, Estonia). The presentation reflected on different traditions that
influenced the Beat Generation’s and Jack Kerouacs religiosity, the quest
for religious experience, and the fluid nature of their religious beliefs.

4. Paper presentation ““Howl” - Theology for the Marginalized” at
the annual European Academy of Religion conference (4-9/03/2019,
Bologna, Italy). Beat poet Ginsberg’s poem “Howl” becomes a trans-
formative and healing story for the marginalized. Using narrative the-
ology’s methodology, the author further explored Beat Generation’s
guidance over the ones who could not conform to America’s society at
the time.

5. Paper presentation “Seven Poems of Ginsberg — Latvian Translations of
Beat Poetry in the Soviet Period” in the European Beat Studies Network
6™ annual conference (20-22/09/2017, Paris, France). The presenta-
tion explored the connection between the Beat Gene ration and Latvia.
The original poems were compared to Latvian translations to see the dif-
ferences.

6. Paper presentation “Interaction Between Music and Religious Thought
in the Beat Generation Poetry During the 50%” in the European Beat
Studies Network 5" annual conference (27-29/06/2016, Manchester,
United Kingdom). Exploring the works of Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg,
and Lawrence Ferlinghetti, the author illustrated that spontaneous
writing could be understood as a means to recreate the spiritual experi-
ence gained through listening to music.

7. Paper presentation ““Now lets build a city with a tower that reaches
the sky” (Gen. 11:4) - Interpretation of Moloch in Allen Ginsberg’s poem
“Howl” (in Latvian). 10" international scientific conference “Literature
and religion. The myth of Babel - in cinema, theater, art, and music”
(4-5/12/2015, Riga, Latvia). The presentation explored one of the most
vivid influences for Beat poet’s Allen Ginsbergs poem “Howl” - Moloch
from Fritz Langs famous movie “Metropolis” The connection was
further compared to the story of Babel tower in the Old Testament. Like
in Kerouac’s novels, the influence of Old Testament characters, symbols,
and genres is visible in Ginsberg’s poetry.

The research results about Beat Generation’s religiosity and how it is influ-

enced by the Western religious traditions is outlined in 4 publications:

1. Stikane, Ilze. “Catholic Encounters in Jack Kerouac’s “Lonesome Traveler”
and Lowell novels.” Cels 73 (2022): 153-167.
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2. Stikane, Ilze. “Seven Poems of Ginsberg: Latvian translations of Beat
poetry during the Soviet period” Kalmenzone 13 (2018): 41-47.

3. Stikane, Ilze. “Recreation of the Spiritual Experience Gained Through
the Act of Listening to Music in the Beat Generation’s Poetry During
the 1950s” Cels 67 (2017): 203-218.

4. Stikane, Ilze. “Mysticism of the Beat Generation: Allen Ginsberg’s “Howl”
Cel$ 65 (2015): 209-240.
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1. SUMMARY OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

There has been missing an in-depth and encompassing research on
Christianity’s portrayal in the writings of Jack Kerouac and the other authors
of the Beat Generation. Louis T. Albarran also emphasizes this aspect writing
that “there are various roads of interpretation one could take toward under-
standing the writer Jack Kerouac, but for some reason, Catholicism remains
one of the least accepted and traveled roads while it is one of the most impor-
tant roads - as the author himself often attested.”* Another Beat researcher Loni
Sophia Reynolds affirms that although “Beat texts are full of rich and varied
religious and spiritual themes, the current critical understanding of this aspect
of the movement is incomplete. Particularly, the link between the Beats and
traditional religious belief is largely unexplored.”® There is still a large section of
Kerouac’s writings to study through the prism of Christian theology. Nevertheless,
“readers of Kerouac’s 30-plus published works will find a wealth of Catholic
symbolism.”® Kerouac was born, raised, and died as a Catholic, although in his
lifetime, he was interested in diverse religious traditions. Kerouac combined
them with, opposed them to, or even compared them to the theological ideas of
Catholicism he encountered already in early childhood.

It is essential to mention some of the critical studies that have already
been done in this field. Albarran describes Kerouac’s portrayal of Catholic
devotionalism and sacramentality in his doctoral thesis “The Face of God at
the End of the Road: The Sacramentality of Jack Kerouac in Lowell, America,
and Mexico.” In “Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of
the Beat Generation,” Reynolds explores the links between the Beats and tra-
ditional religious forms.” In his paper “Mad to Talk, Mad to Be Saved”: Jack
Kerouac, Soviet Psychology, and the Cold War Confessional Self,” Robert Genter
tackles the subject of Kerouac’s usage of the confessional style of writing and
describes the sources of Catholic ideas that have influenced Kerouac. One of
the resources to gain more insight into the Franco-American integration within
larger American culture, and the different attitudes in the community itself
towards, is Cynthia C. Lees’s dissertation “Border Spaces and La Survivance:

* Louis T. Albarran, The Face of God at the End of the Road: The Sacramentality of Jack
Kerouac in Lowell, America, and Mexico (doctoral thesis, University of Dayton, 2013), 1.

° Loni Sophia Reynolds, Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of the Beat
Generation (doctoral thesis, University of Roehampton, 2011), 3-4.

¢ Robert Reilly, “On the road to redemption with Catholic author Jack Kerouac,” U.S. Catholic,
April 11, 2004, https://uscatholic.org/articles/200404/on-the-road-to-redemption-with-
catholic-author-jack-kerouac/ (accessed 17.08.2022).

7 Loni S. Reynolds, Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of the Beat
Generation, 3.
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The Evolution of the Franco-American Novel of New England (1875-2004)”
Also, the analysis of the correlation between Jack Kerouac’s narrator and char-
acters in Lowell novels in Joseph A. Spedaliere’s “Visions of Duluoz: A Study of
the Use of Personae as a Means of Self-comprehension in the four Lowell Novels
of Jack Kerouac’s Duluoz Legend” gives clearer understanding.

A systematically structured summary of the portrayal of different theo-
logical categories has been missing in the research of the writings of Kerouac
and the Beat Generation. The categories chosen to analyze Kerouac’s religious
references in Lowell novels are those of systematic Catholic theology because
“the full Christian theological understanding of God occurs only in and through
an entire systematic theology encompassing all the great symbols of tradition™
as theologian David Tracy emphasizes. This dissertation provides a holistic
overview of all the major Catholic theological categories and their portrayal
in Kerouac’s Lowell novels. Indeed, Kerouac himself did not create “a coherent
theology,” as Genter argues.” However, it is possible to get a comprehensive
overview of the portrayal of Catholic theological ideas in Kerouac’s writings.
The scope of theological categories portrayed in the texts and the references to
them throughout all of the Lowell novels further affirms the underlying presence
of Catholicism in his works. The doctoral thesis will serve other researchers as
a good starting point for diving into more specific theological or religious reflec-
tion aspects of Kerouac’s works.

1.1. Methodological framework

Jack Kerouac’s writings are known to be semi-autobiographical,'® which can
be both an asset and an obstacle while studying his texts. Because of the semi-au-
tobiographical nature of the text, it is possible to use Kerouac’s extensive journal
and letter content to pinpoint the understanding of some of the references made
in the literary text. However, researchers should not take his literary writings
as an affirmation and validation of Kerouac’s beliefs. Henceforth, the author
analyzes the text using Kerouac’s background as a helpful interpretative vantage
point but not as proof of the contents of the text. The main research focus is
Kerouac’s writings and the references to the Catholic theological categories in
his texts.

8 David Tracy, “Approaching the Christian Understanding of God,” in Systematic Theology:
Roman Catholic Perspectives, eds. Francis Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, 2™ ed.
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011), 110.

° Robert Genter, “Mad to Talk, Mad to Be Saved”: Jack Kerouac, Soviet Psychology, and
the Cold War Confessional Self,” Studies in American Fiction 40.1 (Spring 2013): 30.

10 Stefano Maftina, The Role of Jack Kerouac’s Identity in the Development of his Poetics (lulu.
com, 2012), 21.

34



Kerouac based the characters on his family, his friends, and mostly on
himself. In an interview with San Francisco Examiner in June 1957, Kerouac
says, “All my novels [..] belong to one story - the story of my life. When I'm
through you'll have the whole thing on one shelf”"' Four out of five “Lowell
novels” are the first ones in the “Duluoz Legend” - Kerouac’s body of work
dedicated to his life narrated by Jack Duluoz. Although it is possible to see
the order of the narrative, it is essential to remember that Kerouac did not write
them in chronological order. The complete list of “Lowell novels” used in this
dissertation is the following: “The Town and the City” (1946-1949), “Doctor
Sax” (1952), “Maggie Cassidy” (1953), “Visions of Gerard” (1956), “Vanity of
Duluoz” (1967)."2 The fifth Lowell novel is “The Town and the City” - Kerouac’s
first published novel. Although it does not speak specifically of Lowell and
the narrator is not yet Jack Duluoz as in other Lowell novels, Lowell is a pro-
totype of the town of Galloway. As one can see, the publication and creation
of the Lowell novels span over two decades. That will be a crucial aspect to
consider as the ideas and theological categories portrayed in the texts might
have changed during this time span. It is worth noting that the books portray
the life of Jack Duluoz in different ages.”® Researchers argue that “Vanity of
Duluoz” is a revised version of the years covered in “The Town and the City;"*
but the author has still chosen both books because the analyzed sections of these
books do not overlap but rather complement each other and the portrayal of
Catholic theological categories.

Kerouac’s family was rooted in the Catholic tradition, so the categories
used for analysis were derived from systematic Roman Catholic theology. Using
such an approach gives a holistic insight into the understanding of God and
the portrayal of Catholic teachings in Lowell novels. Nine categories of system-
atic Catholic theology were chosen before reading Kerouac’s novels: 1) Faith
and revelation, 2) God, 3) Creation, 4) Jesus Christ, 5) Church, 6) Sin and

Paul Maher Jr, Empty Phantoms: Interviews and Encounters with Jack Kerouac (Broken
Bottle Press, 2018), 27. Kerouac himself lists them in a letter to Sterling Lord on May 5%,
1961; Jack Kerouac, Selected Letters: 1957-1969, ed. Ann Charters (New York: Penguin
Books, 2000), 326-327.

These are the dates of the composition not the publication of these books.

The story of Jack Duluoz in chronological order is outlined starting from “Visions of Gerard,”
where the author portrays his early childhood when he is four years old. In “Doctor Sax,”
the described adventures happen when Dulouz is approximately 8 to 14. “Maggie Cassidy”
and “Vanity of Dulouz” look to the late teen years when Duluoz is 17 to 21, primarily
focusing on Duluoz’s football career; Joseph A. Spedaliere, Visions of Duluoz: A Study of
the use of Personae as a Means of Self-Comprehension in the Four Lowell Novels of Jack
Kerouacs Duluoz Legend (doctoral thesis, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2001), 149.
Robert A, Hipkiss, Jack Kerouac, Prophet of the New Romanticism: A Critical Study of
the Published Works of Kerouac and a Comparison of Them to Those of ]. D. Salinger, James
Purdy, John Knowles, and Ken Kesey, 135.
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grace, 7) Saints and Virgin Mary, 8) Sacraments, 9) Eschatology."” It is worth
remembering that Kerouac did not create an account of Catholic systematic
theology in his novels. His writings and portrayal of Catholic ideas can be seen
as “ordinary theology,” the portrayal of beliefs by those who are not theologi-
cally trained, churchgoers, and other Christians.'® The specific religious terms,
such as “God,” “Christ,” “Church,” “baptism,” “confession,” “rosary, “prayer,
and others were derived from the texts inductively by using qualitative content
analysis method."” The author chose to use inductive qualitative content analysis
because this research aims to give a holistic insight into Christianity in Kerouac’s
Lowell novels. Initially, 3134 terms were collected. The author sorted through
the selected religious terms and corresponding text sections during the reading
process and adjusted them accordingly. This process was necessary to eliminate
terms and text sections that initially seemed adequate for the chosen systematic
categories but lost their importance when more terms were compiled. Usually,
the chosen term consisted of one or two words. The text section analyzed then
is the sentence in which Kerouac uses the specific religious term. If it seemed
necessary to understand the context better, the author wrote the sentence before
and after the one selected. The author wrote the religious terms in a Microsoft
Excel spreadsheet, and each section contained a number, quote, novel, page,
and religious term. The author used the filter tool to find the specific terms to
work with.

By distinguishing specific terms, it is possible to see the various trends
that are emphasized based on the number of references in each novel. For
example, “Vanity of Duluoz,” compared to other Lowell novels, practically does
not mention institutional religion because there are scarcely any references to
the church or sacraments. Quantitative data can illuminate some tendencies,
but the results might only sometimes correspond with the content. For example,
although there are few references to Christ in “Maggie Cassidy,” one of those
references is crucial to understand Catholicism’s portrayal in Kerouac’s works.'

'* Francis Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic
Perspectives.

' Jeft Astley, Ordinary Theology: Looking, Listening and Learning in Theology (London:
Routledge, 2017).

17 The author primarily uses the works of Philipp Mayring, who first developed the qualitative
content analysis approach and who distinguishes steps for doing inductive qualitative
content analysis; see Philipp Mayring, “Qualitative Content Analysis: Demarcation,
Varieties, Developments,” Forum: Qualitative Social Research 20.3 (September 2019), art. 16.
For the use of content analysis in theology and religious studies see Chad Nelson and
Robert H. Woods, Jr, “Content Analysis,” in The Routledge Handbook of Research Methods in
the Study of Religion, eds. Michael Stausberg and Steven Engler (London: Routledge, 2011),
109-120.

'8 Episode where Christ speaks to Jacky Duluoz from the Cross in Jack Kerouac, Maggie
Cassidy (London: Penguin Books, 2009), 43.
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For exactly this reason, the author chose to use qualitative content analysis.
Another aspect to remember is that these novels have different lengths that
affect the number of references. It is then surprising how few references are
in “The Town and the City” and how dense “Visions of Gerard” is, which is
approximately five times shorter.

The study outlined here is the first attempt in Kerouac’s research to sys-
tematize theological categories in his literary works. The author has chosen to
focus on the Lowell novels because Kerouac has based these novels on child-
hood and youth. The described timeframe is the period when Kerouac himself,
as well as his characters, mostly knew and practiced the Roman Catholic faith
of their parents’ parish. This approach allows analyzing texts that primarily
focus on Catholicism rather than other religious traditions in which Kerouac
was interested at different times in his life. For example, in “Visions of Gerard,”
it is apparent that Gerard Duluoz” is a devout Catholic. However, his brother,
the narrator Jack Duluoz sometimes interprets Gerard’s actions, attitudes, and
worldviews for himself and the reader through the prism of Buddhism. In
Kerouac’s works, both Buddhism and Catholicism ideas are integrated. The syn-
cretic aspect of some of his works has already been in the scope of some research-
ers.” Nevertheless, it is not the goal of this study to portray the syncretic aspect
of Kerouac’s works or measure the influence and the importance of each tradi-
tion but focus on a systematic overview of the portrayal of Catholic theological
categories in Kerouac’s Lowell novels and Kerouac’s knowledge and understand-
ing of Catholic tradition. This research also will not elaborate in-depth on all
the historical and theological developments and discussions of the mentioned
systematic categories throughout the centuries because that would entail several
dissertations. The author will look at the main interpretations of the catego-
ries in Catholic tradition and then analyze the aspects portrayed specifically in
Kerouac’s texts.

One cannot find a systematic account of theological ideas in Kerouac’s
works. However, his texts are analyzed to gain systematized answers to how
the essential theological categories are portrayed in these novels. As the word
“systematic” suggests, it is “especially interested in the scope, unity and coherence
of Christian teaching”?' The author of the dissertation then appropriates these
aspects of systematic theology for Kerouac’s Lowell novels. Such an approach
helps to obtain a comprehensive understanding of God and the portrayal of

! Character based on Kerouac’s brother Gerard, who died when he was nine years old.

» For example, Ben Giamo, Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2000).

! John Webster, “Introduction: Systematic Theology,” in The Oxford Handbook to Systematic
Theology, eds. John Webster, Kathryn Tanner, Iain Torrance (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2009), 1.
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Catholicism in Lowell novels. It also illustrates Catholicism’s importance and
presence in French-Canadian immigrant communities in America.

1.2. Catholicism in Kerouac’s Lowell novels

Beat Generation was born when America experienced a religious revival,
a notion that the Beats* considered vital for themselves. The religious revival in
America happened not only in traditional and already known religious traditions
but also saw the birth of many new religious movements that allowed choosing
something different from what previously experienced. Eastern religious tradi-
tions became widespread in the postwar years, especially in the counterculture,
and the Beat Generation also influenced the scope of their popularity. These
religious traditions also offered personal ways to experience belief rather than
the collective, which was also a synonym for Western institutionalized religious
traditions. The Beat Generation then turned toward mysticism as a personal way
to experience something out of the mundane world. It is impossible to speak of
a systematic mystical tradition or teaching of the Beat Generation. Its marginal
nature within diverse religious traditions and its emphasis on personal expe-
rience allowed the Beats to put all their religious interests under the “roof” of
mysticism. It became pluralistic since the Beats were interested in Christianity,
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Scientology, the Mayan religion, and others.
Mysticism also allowed them to keep the aspects of their childhood religions
that they liked and combine them with other concepts. The notions of these
mystical traditions came from Beat Generation’s “visions,” most of them seen af-
ter taking substances that might induce hallucinations.” Beat writers portrayed
their religious explorations and insights in their writings. Reynolds emphasizes
that “a narrow focus is the best way to investigate Beat religion and spirituality,
as it allows for the necessary precision to explore such a complex phenomenon
as religion and allows space for a close reading [..]”** The doctoral thesis focus
specifically on Catholicism and the portrayal of its systematic theological cate-
gories in Kerouac’s Lowell novels.

Similarly to other religious traditions, including Christianity, Catholicism
in America experienced a religious revival in the post-war years. Although
Catholicism was primarily considered the belief of immigrants, it slowly and
steadily became one of the three traditions exemplifying Eisenhower’s Christian
America. This shift was further secured when John F. Kennedy became the pres-
ident in 1961. Catholics in Lowell followed the Franco-American motto: “Notre

2 A term used to speak of persons who were a part of the Beat Generation.

» This term could also be seen in a broader context between the Beat writers, meaning
sudden, satiated ideas.

2 Loni Sophia Reynolds, Irrational Doorways: Religion and Spirituality in the Work of the Beat
Generation, 5.

38



langue, notre foi, nos traditions”* Being the descendants of immigrants and

feeling the threat of assimilation, they turned to their devotionalism as means
of survivance. The ideology of cultural survival became especially impor-
tant when other Catholic communities in America tried to assimilate them
into a larger American culture. The primary demand was for the Franco-
American community to use the English language in their parish activities.
The Sentinellists® fought for the opportunity to preserve the French language,
especially in parochial schools. Most likely, Kerouac did his studies in a bilin-
gual manner, which shows his ability later in life to use both languages fluently.
Kerouac has also affirmed that he did not speak English until he was 5 to 6 years
old, which would be compatible with the idea that he first encountered in school.
Kerouacs descriptions of the Franco-American community in Lowell novels,
although semi-autobiographical, give an excellent example of the everyday
life of the Catholic community in the New England region in which Lowell
is located. In his novels, Kerouac illustrates that priests came to Lowell from
Canada because they would know French. Kerouac shows how devotionalism
accompanied Franco-Americans by praying daily, lighting devotional candles
on appropriate occasions, getting punished by nuns in parochial schools, and
being consoled by the priest in challenging moments.

The Catholicism that Kerouac knew and practiced was a pre-Second Vatican
Council tradition. Before 1965 Catholic Church was majestic in its aesthetics,
distant in its liturgical language, and hierarchical. The Catholicism of the first
half of the 20" century profoundly shaped Kerouac’s imagination and identity.”
Kerouac can be described as a communal Catholic who has a “selective and
more self-conscious style of being Catholic”? He did respect the Catholic col-
lectivity and stayed loyal to his Franco-American heritage, which was Catholic
in its roots. Kerouac also followed the religious trends of his time by shifting
the traditional focus on the institution to that of personal experience. Like
other Beat writers, Kerouac preferred mystical traditions and holistic interpre-
tations of the world. Kerouac could “find the admirable and holy in every soul

» Roughly translating to “Our language, our faith, our traditions”; see Cynthia C. Lees,
Borderspaces and La Survivance: The Evolution of the Franco-American Novel of New England
(1875-2004) (doctoral thesis: University of Florida, 2006), 167.

% Representatives of the journal “Sentinelle”

7 David A. King, “Discovering the Catholic in Jack Kerouac, author of the Beat Generation,”
The Georgia Bulletin (January 23, 2014), https://georgiabulletin.org/commentary/
2014/01/discovering-the-catholic-in-jack-kerouac-author-of-the-beat-generation (accessed
20.09.2022).

% Andrew M. Greeley, The American Catholic: A Social Portrait (New York: Basic Books,
1977), 273.
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he encountered on his travels, just as he had seen angels and the Holy Mother
emerging from every corner in Lowell””

Researchers must remember that much of Kerouac’s words must be consid-
ered carefully. For most of his life, “Kerouac was sadly out of his mind - drunk,
addled, and fatigued by work and fame”* Kerouac’s longtime friend and poet
Allen Ginsberg compassionately notes that “he was writing angel books in his
illness”*! That does not necessarily mean that his Catholicism can be regarded as
something created out of madness, fatigue, or boredom. The author agrees with
David A. King, who thinks Kerouac’s Catholic insights were deeply sincere.*
The number of books Kerouac read in his lifetime, his studies in the paro-
chial school, and the Catholic aspects that he has highlighted show Kerouac as
a Catholic who “selectively dissents from Church dogma or moral injunctions™
but stays true to Catholic core values.

There are many references to authentic Catholic practice and belief in
Kerouac’s novels. The understanding of the theological categories in Kerouac’s
Lowell novels examined in this study overall corresponds with the teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church. Lowell novels provide a more detailed account of
the essential theological categories of systematic Catholic theology. For Kerouac’s
characters, God’s revelation is visible through the created world that embodies
God’s mystery. God’s revelation and grace are integral to one’s faith, which is
the premise for salvation. Kerouac’s characters affirm their beliefs in God, Jesus,
and right and wrong in the world. Jack Duluoz believes that the faithful can
be redeemed if they believe. Another condition for salvation is following Jesus’
example, and Duluoz doubts whether it is possible in his case. Kerouac illus-
trates in his Lowell novels Catholic tenets of revelation and faith, understanding
the world as a mystery of God’s revelation and faith as a beginning of salvation.

God’s immanent and transcendent nature allows Duluoz, Peter, Gerard,
and others to experience a personal encounter. This idea corresponds with
the post-war shift from the institutionalized experience to a personal one. Jacky
Duluoz experiences a personal encounter with God when he speaks to Duluoz

# Robert Dean Lurie, “The Conservative Kerouac: Beat novelists, Catholic, Republican -
do you know Jack?” The American Conservative (September 7, 2012), https://www.
theamericanconservative.com/the-conservative-kerouac (accessed 21.09.2022).

* David A. King, “Discovering the Catholic in Jack Kerouac, author of the Beat Generation,”
The Georgia Bulletin (January 23, 2014), https://georgiabulletin.org/commentary/2014/01/
discovering-the-catholic-in-jack-kerouac-author-of-the-beat-generation (accessed 20.09.2022).

3t Allen Ginsberg, The Best Minds of My Generation: A Literary History of the Beats, ed. Bill
Morgan (UK: Penguin Books), 138.

* David A. King, “Discovering the Catholic in Jack Kerouac, author of the Beat Generation,”
The Georgia Bulletin (January 23, 2014), https://georgiabulletin.org/commentary/2014/01/
discovering-the-catholic-in-jack-kerouac-author-of-the-beat-generation/ (accessed 18.09.2022).

* John A. Coleman, “The Fall from Innocence: Contemporary American Catholicism,” Revue
frangaise détudes américaines 12 (October 81): 198.
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from the cross. This encounter with God portrays the character’s openness
toward a mystical aspect of the Catholic religion. Kerouac does illustrate in
Lowell novels Father, who is in heaven, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, although
his characters and narrators do not speak of the Trinity as such. The triune
understanding of God is essential for Christian theology. However, this silence
in Kerouac’s novels does not make his characters less Catholic. Through the cen-
turies, the doctrine of the Trinity has been used more by theologians and less
by daily churchgoers. Kerouac’s characters illustrate precisely this. Not residing
on the complex doctrine of the Trinity, Kerouac focused on the depictions of
God’s perfections. Kerouac shows God as all-knowing, all-seeing, merciful,
kind, omnipotent, and all-present. The divine perfections portrayed in Lowell
novels correspond to those of Catholic tradition. Continuing the biblical tradi-
tion, Kerouac also uses anthropomorphisms in his portrayal of God - he feels
human emotions such as hate, and he has eyes, lap, and mouth. God can cry and
bend things and even has color and wings. The frequency of references further
highlights the centrality of God in Kerouac’s novels and emphasizes the char-
acters relationship with the deity. Through the belief in God, one gain grace
to experience God in the Church, which is the beginning of the promise of
salvation.

Kerouac’s characters affirm that God has created this world and humans are
children of God; both are well-known Christian notions. Kerouac also vividly
portrays the despair of the human situation - suffering and death. Characters do
not deny God’s existence but question God’s intentions for creating humans. In
Lowell novels, nature is portrayed as God’s revelation and a mystery, which cor-
responds to Catholic teaching. The turn toward more specific ideas of nature as
the image of God corresponds well with popular ecological notions of the time.
Even if God has made human beings for his glory (Isaiah 43:6-7), as is affirmed
by Kerouac’s characters, at the same time, Jack Duluoz considers that: “God
made Kitties I guess for us -7

The despair of humans that leads to suffering and death continues in vivid
portrayals of Christ’s passion. Kerouac’s characters stay within the traditional
understanding of Jesus as the Son of God who died on the cross for human sins.
Repeatedly in the novels, the imitation of Jesus is emphasized for the promise
of salvation for the faithful. Some of his characters take the aspect of imitating
Jesus in their lives quite seriously. For example, Duluoz wishes and prays for
the suffering that Jesus went through. The topic of incarnation has practically
not been mentioned, opposite to suffering. The resurrection of Christ is mainly
connected to Easter morning when it happened and resurrected Christ is seen as
triumphant, immortal, and true, which corresponds with Catholic church teach-
ings. Kerouac’s approach to Christ is characterized as a “functional Christology;’

3 Jack Kerouac, Visions of Gerard (UK: Penguin Books, 2020), 81.
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where his significance for humans is underlined.” Primarily, Kerouac’s charac-
ters speak of Christ or to Christ in connection to themselves, not highlighting
Christ’s ontological Christology.

Kerouac mainly refers to the church’s liturgy. Using quotes in Latin makes
it clear that Kerouac refers to the pre-Second Vatican Council’s Catholicism. He
portrays weekly Mass, but more elaborate descriptions are dedicated to Midnight
and funeral Mass. Kerouac envisions the church as being an undeniable part of
the town landscape. It is a place to gain religious experience and find faith. Some
of the church’s sacraments, such as the Holy Communion, have been questioned
by George Martin. However, do Kerouac’s texts demonstrate a thorough knowl-
edge of the church they critique? Although Kerouac has shown his thorough
knowledge of Catholic tradition elsewhere, it does not deny him an opportunity
to portray characters who do not fully comprehend the necessity of sacraments
in his novels. Martin has his own opinion about sacraments, but he seems to
wait for the priest to dissipate his doubts or even agree with his assertions.
The priest in “The Town and the City” is portrayed as elusive and possibly wants
to avoid an unnecessary argument. If Kerouac’s characters voice their doubts
about the church’s praxis, they are not dispersed by the author. Kerouac neither
offers his characters nor readers any theological solution.

The theme of the sinful human condition permeates Lowell novels. If one
confesses sins, they have restored their connection to God’s grace. Kerouac, in
Lowell novels, focuses more on the question of sin than grace. The despair about
human mortality accompanies Kerouac’s characters: “What are we going to do,
where are we going to go, when do we all die like this?”** Kerouac highlights
the diverse ways how sin is visible in this world and ponders why there is suf-
fering. Gerard’s unfair death vividly encompasses this and is a starting point
for Kerouac’s recurring theme of theodicy. Another theme encompassed in
Kerouac’s writings is that humans are “born to die” Overall, Kerouac’s char-
acters show an unequivocal attitude toward death. Some of them are accom-
panied by the uncertainty of one’s mortality. According to Catholic teaching,
Kerouac portrays diverse types of actual sin, showing his understanding of
the tradition. Opposite to the broad descriptions of sin, the salvific nature of
grace is not emphasized to such an extent. The reader then is left feeling more
doomed than hopeful about the future. Possibly these were feelings that Kerouac
himself felt. It is easier to see sin in everyday life than grace, which might be
one of the reasons for the abundance of references to sinfulness. Another aspect
that might influence this is that in the parochial school and the church itself,
Kerouac experienced that sin was more emphasized than grace.

* John P. Galvin, “Jesus Christ,” Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic Perspectives, eds. Francis
Schiissler Fiorenza and John P. Galvin, 2™ ed. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011), 273.
% Jack Kerouac, The Town and the City (UK: Penguin Books, 2018), 488.
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In Lowell novels, Kerouac authentically portrays the Catholic community’s
devotion - using medallions for saints, holy pictures, devotional candles, and
prayers. Kerouac created his hagiographic legend of his brother, “Saint” Gerard
when there was a prevalent trend of saints and sainthood in post-war America.
Kerouac illustrates his in-depth knowledge of this genre by using aspects
characteristic of the descriptions in Catholic hagiographies. He emphasizes
the baptism of Gerard, his devotionalism in comparison to others, his unlim-
ited kindness, his teachings of life, visions of Heaven, and martyr-like death.
The importance of the Virgin Mary in Kerouac’s novels (and in Catholicism as
such) is most vividly portrayed in Gerard’s vision of Mary, who is the first one
that the faithful encounter in Heaven. Gerard’s vision can be interpreted accord-
ing to the notion that Virgin Mary is the gateway to Heaven because the faithful
reach Christ and salvation through her. The white veil of Mary, as described in
the visions, is most likely taken from iconographical accounts of the Mother of
God. Virgin Mary has been portrayed according to the understanding of her
role in the Catholic tradition - she is the Mother of God, a virgin, a saint, chaste
and pure. Believers honor her by having altars and churches dedicated to her.
Virgin Mary consoles the believers by listening to their prayers, and Kerouac’s
characters seek reassurance from her.

Lowellians are baptized and receive Eucharist. In the case of sickness that
endangers one’s life, the priest administers extreme unction, now known as
the sacrament of anointing the sick. Most of the references to sacraments are
concentrated in “Visions of Gerard” Kerouac practically does not speak of
the sacrament of matrimony or holy orders. The Eucharist (also in the form of
the First Communion) is mentioned scarcely. Baptism is explained in the context
of continuity - either as the religion of previous generations or as inherited
saintliness from the priest who conducts it. The extreme unction is portrayed in
the context of Gerard’s death. His willingness to see the priest and the accept-
ance of his approaching death further inspire the legend of “Saint” Gerard.
Because Kerouac more broadly referred to sin, accordingly also, the sacrament
of penance is most excessively described. Confessing sins is portrayed as fright-
ful because of the shame of what one has done, but simultaneously it is also
liberating when forgiveness is gained after the penance prayers. The younger
children in the novels seem to overreact to the graveness of their sins, entailing
that the church teaching gave it foundation or that, as children, their sins to
adults seemed minor but, for themselves, enormous.

Kerouac’s characters do not share a united understanding of matters that deal
with life here and beyond. That is no surprise, considering that what happens
beyond death is a matter of faith, and there are numerous interpretations and
insights. In “Doctor Sax,” Kerouac uses Christian imagery to describe an epic
fight between evil and good forces, which resembles the scope of Judgement
Day. Jackie Duluoz and Dr. Sax survive this fight. As a reminder, Duluoz returns
to the mundane world where he is awaited by roses, the symbol of the Virgin
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Mary, the Cross of Christ, and the devotion of Franco Catholics praying. Gerard’s
visions of Heaven further affirm the hope for salvation that the Cross symbol-
izes. Virgin Mary awaits one as a gateway to Christ and salvation. Heaven is
a place of happiness. Gerard envisions that in Heaven, he will speak to God in
the company of angels and be there with his parents. This description corre-
sponds with the catechism, where Heaven is explained as the everlasting life in
which one sees God face to face.”

Referring to Blaise Pascal, Duluoz in “Vanity of Duluoz” portrays that
the soul in Heaven will finally be free from the material, carnal and sinful
body.*® Through Pascal’s idea of predestination, Duluoz seems to remove human
responsibility for sins partly. These ideas stray from Catholic teaching of bodily
resurrection because the Word became flesh not to save humans from sinful
flesh but to save flesh itself. Though sinful, humans who repent their sins have
access to salvation, but to gain it, one must imitate Jesus. That can be summa-
rized using Gerard’s words: “[..] in heaven - and maybe on earth, have courage,
patience”* The ultimate goal has not changed - to be in Heaven with God and
angels, as Gerard envisions.

The outlined approach illuminates the importance of Catholicism, the depth
of understanding of its teachings, and Catholicism’s historical presence in
American French-Canadian immigrant communities portrayed in the Lowell
novels. However, the full scope of Kerouac’s religious ideas in his novels cannot
be encompassed by focusing only on Catholicism. Another limitation of using
content analysis is that broader themes might be left unnoticed by operat-
ing with specific terms. The semi-autobiographical nature of the texts can be
helpful, but researchers should keep in mind not to take his literary writings as
an affirmation and validation of Kerouac’s beliefs. When researching Kerouac’s
novels, his extensive journal and letter content is a valuable addition, but those
cannot be taken as proof of the contents of the literary texts. Also, in the frame-
work of his literary works, there might be affirmations of various contradictions.

%7 Baltimore Catechism, 420.

% Jack Kerouac, Vanity of Duluoz: An Adventurous Education, 1935-1946 (London: Penguin
Books, 2012), 125.

* Jack Kerouac, Visions of Gerard, 17.
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2. MAIN CONCLUSIONS OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

The understanding of the theological categories and religious insights
in Kerouac’s Lowell novels examined in this study overall corresponds with
the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Kerouac shows his and his char-
acter’s in-depth knowledge and understanding of God as creator, the created
world as God’s revelation, the importance of the suffering of Jesus in salvation,
God’s perfections, and the Virgin Mary’s role for believers in their way to sal-
vation and also about Catholic hagiography as a genre. Kerouac’s characters
sometimes question the necessity of the church as an institution by searching
for God outside it. However, as the author, Kerouac does not provide a theolog-
ical solution for these situations nor gives a new interpretation for his readers.
Main characteristics visible in Lowell novels in connection to the theme of
the doctoral thesis:

o Being the descendants of immigrants and feeling the threat of assimi-
lation, Franco-Americans turned to their devotionalism, and Catholic
community as means of cultural survival.

o Kerouac’s descriptions of the Franco-American community in Lowell
novels, although semi-autobiographical, give an authentic portrayal of
the devotionalism of the Lowell Catholic community in the first half
of the 20" century. His novels can serve as additional material for
theological, historical, religious and other research, keeping in mind
the semi-fictional nature of the texts.

o Lowell novels recall the childhood and youth events of the protago-
nists based on Kerouac, his family, or friends. The portrayal of under-
standing of Catholic teachings sometimes contains child-like naivety,
for example, conviction that one will not suffer anymore just because
they confessed their sins. The portrayal of everyday religiosity further
shows that the lived religion of Catholics is not identical with the ones
described in dogmatics.

o Kerouac’s characters reflect a post-war religious trend towards a personal
and mystical experience of transcendental reality; for example, God
speaks to Duluoz from the cross. However, this shift was also visible
to some extent in the Catholic Church, thus accentuating the personal
experience in the Second Vatican Council.

o If institutional Catholicism is described, it is that of the pre-Second
Vatican Council most vividly described through the liturgy of Latin
Mass.

o Characters of the Lowell novels sometimes question the necessity of
the institutional religion, for example, the necessity of the church as
a medium between individuals and God. Some characters solve this by
searching for God outside the institutional boundaries, which illustrates
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turning away from the traditional understanding of Catholicism.
However, if characters outline critique towards the church, Kerouac
does not try to find solutions to these theological questions or give new
interpretations within the scope of tradition.

By creating a hagiography of his brother “Saint” Gerard, Kerouac follows
an emerging post-war appeal to saints and sainthood. His portrayal
shows Kerouac’s in-depth understanding of the catholic hagiography as
genre.

The ongoing theme in Kerouac’s novels is the interpretation that
humans are “born to die” It intertwines with the constant struggle with
the question of theodicy and the despair of suffering in this world.
Kerouac’s Lowell novels highlight the centrality of God and emphasize
a personal relationship with the deity. Through the belief in God, one
gain grace to experience God in the Church, which is the beginning of
the promise of salvation.

The most conspicuous deviations from Catholic traditions’ teachings
come from Kerouac’s last novel “Vanity of Duluoz” Duluoz refers to
an idea of the soul's immortality that would be resurrected without
the carnal body. This interpretation goes against the Christian and
Catholic belief in bodily resurrection. The deviation from Catholic
teachings is further illuminated because there are scarcely any references
in “Vanity of Duluoz” made to the church or its sacraments, both of
which also portray Catholicism’s institutional aspect. Kerouac undoubt-
edly read Pascal and adapted some of his ideas. Especially predestina-
tion that outlines that only the chosen ones will be saved. Because it is
already predestined, people cannot change their life after death. Several
Beat researchers have connected Kerouac’s interest in Pascal to Jansen-
ism as one of the main influences and descriptions of Kerouac’s Cathol-
icism. However, “Vanity of Duluoz” refers to Pascal only three times.
Kerouac’s selected letters do not affirm such an overt interest in Pascal
either, not to mention in Jansenism. Jansenistic ideas that Kerouac got
acquainted with through Pascal’s works did seem attractive to him at
the end of his life. However, these ideas are not portrayed in any other
Lowell novels. Interest in Pascal’s ideas does not yet make Kerouac
a Jansenist. In Lowell novels, Roman Catholic traditional teachings are
repeatedly portrayed, which has not been emphasized enough in Kerou-
ac’s research.

Although Kerouac portrays all the author’s chosen Catholic systematic
theology’s categories, he did not consciously create a Catholic identity in
his novels.

Kerouac promoted being curious about religion; however, his ideas were
not unequivocal and could have drastically changed. Even his closest
friends were not sure what exactly he believed.
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o Kerouac can be seen as a “communal Catholic” who respects his Catholic
heritage, identifies himself as Catholic but selectively chooses which
church dogmatics or moral teachings to follow and which not.

This research can be a starting point further to explore Kerouac’s
Catholicism and its theological implications. A comparison between the por-
trayal of Catholicism in Lowell and road novels might shed some insight into
the religion practiced locally and “on the go, highlighting the differences
between institutional and personal experience. One could look at a novels
theological category and cross-reference that with Kerouac’s religious ideas
in the particular timeframe. That kind of comparison could provide further
insight into whether the portrayal of Catholicism corresponds with Kerouac’s
assertions at the time. The continuity and development of any theological cat-
egories could be researched, taking as canvas the canon of Kerouac’s fictional
writings. Kerouac’s works are convenient for comparative research. It would be
possible to compare Kerouac’s portrayal of Catholic theological categories with
other “Catholic” authors, for example, Flannery O’Connor. The interaction of
Buddhism and Catholicism is also worth further exploration.

The doctoral thesis provides a holistic and systematic account of the por-
trayal of Catholicism in Kerouac’s Lowell novels. Kerouac’s illustrated insights are
contextualized within a broader scale of post-war religious trends in America.
The author analyzes whether the generalized assumptions of Catholicism and
Christianity in Kerouac’s writings as different from traditional teachings are
adequate in the case of Lowell novels. Dominating references in Kerouac’s
Lowell are to Roman Catholicism. The understanding of the Catholic tradi-
tion in Kerouac’s Lowell novels examined in this study overall corresponds
with the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. There are a few deviations
from Catholic guidelines. However, these ideas are rarely portrayed for one
to conclude that Kerouac can be characterized as, for example, an adherent
of Jansenism or Gnosticism. Kerouac shows his and his character’s in-depth
knowledge and understanding of God as creator, the created world as God’s
revelation, the importance of the suffering of Jesus in salvation, God’s perfec-
tions, and the Virgin Mary’s role for believers in their way to salvation and also
about Catholic hagiography as a genre. Kerouac’s characters sometimes question
the necessity of the Church as an institution giving the impression that they do
not fully comprehend or misunderstand the importance and meaning of specific
sacraments. A more personal experience of God is emphasized outside the insti-
tution. Kerouac’s characters do not portray a thorough understanding while
critiquing the Church but rather await someone who would affirm that their
doubts are adequate or even give them the right answers. Kerouac, as the author,
does not provide a theological solution for these situations nor give a new inter-
pretation for his readers. The doctoral thesis illuminates the scope and depth of
Catholicism, understanding of its teachings, and historical presence in American
French-Canadian immigrant communities portrayed in the Lowell novels.
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