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The 150" anniversary of the first Song Festival takes place in a brand new
purpose-built arena called the Silver Grove. Some say that the forest is the
best acoustic frame for choral music. Shaped like a hill, it may allude to
aspiration, but Latvians know that the first voices were the shepherds who
climbed hillocks in the spring to sing their long calls (gaviles).

Upward Together underlines our shared recognition that coming together
from all corners and far corners, we delight in the visceral resonance of our
voices merging and rising into the heavens as a kind of incantation that
benefits each and every soul and lights a future path.

At the same time, it is a clear path from where we came. The Song Festival
tradition was the one force, before political action, that moulded and
voiced a peoples’ desire for self-determination. Having achieved state-
hood, it helped the nation survive complex times. 150 years is just the
beginning, its current strength will ensure continuance into the far, far
future.



WE ARE A PARI
OF NATURE

1 SVETKU FANFARAS (2023)
Rihards Zalupe

Chief Conductor Janis Puring

Brass Bands

2 PUT, VEJINI (1973)

Imants Kaning, Janis Raslavs arrangement
Honorary Chigf Conductor Haralds Barzding
Brass Bands

3 AGIKOPS (1883)

Jurjanu Andrejs, Andrejs Cepitis arrangement
Chief Conductor Egons Salmanis

Brass Bands

4 PARI LAIKIEM (2021)
Lolita Ritmanis
Chief Conductor Raitis ASmanis

9 SAULE, SAULE MENESTIN’ (2022)
Jekabs Jangevskis, folk song

Chief Conductor Romans Vanags, Massed Choir,
Childrens’ Ghoirs, Choirs: Balsis, Jasminas kors,
Juventus, Meksandrs Spicbergs - soloist,

Janis Porietis - trumpet, instrumentalists

6 DIEVS, SVETI LATVIJU!
Baumanu Karlis

Chief Conductor Guntis Kumagevs
Massed Cnoir

Brass Bands

National Armed Forces Brass Band

FESTIVE FANFARES .
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ACIKOPS DANCE

OVER TIME

THE SUN AND MOON

60D BLESS LATVIA



7 DZIESMAI SODIEN LIELA DIENA (1947)

Peteris Barisons, Arvids Skalbe
Ghief Conductor Agita RimSgvica
Mixed Choirs

8 RITA GAISMA (2003)
Valts Puce

Chief Director Valda Bagata
Massed Kokle Ensembles

9 MANA DZIESMA (1980)
Juris Karlsons, Fricis Barda

Chief Conductor Kaspars Adamsons
Conductors” Choir

10 AR DZIESMU DZIVIBA (1979)
Peteris Plakidis, Janis Peters

Chief Conductor Romans Vanags

Mixed Choirs

11 GIANAS BERNI (1905)
Emls Darzins, Aspatija

Chief Conductor Marting Klisans
Mixed Choirs

12 SAVA TAUTA (1990)
Peteris Vasks, Andrejs Eqlitis
Chief Conductor Sigvards Kjava
Mixed Choirs

13 DZIESMA DZIMTENEI (1978)
Imants Kalning, Arija Elksne

Chief Conductor Aira Birzina

Massed Ghoir

14 BEVERINAS DZIEDONIS (1891)
Jazeps VItols, Auseklis, Mendelis Bass arrangement

Chief Conductor Kaspars Adamsons
Mixed Choirs
National Armed Forces Brass Band

A GREAT DAY FOR SONG

MORNING LIGHT

MY SONG

WITH A SONG IN LIFE

CHILDREN OF ZION

WITHIN MY PEOPLES

A SONG FOR MY HOMELAND

THE SONGSTER FROM BEVERINA



Part Il

THE SONGS
SINGS WITHIN US

15 VAIRAK NEKA (2018)
Janis Lusens, Knuts Skujenieks
Chif Conductor I1ze Valce
Womens’ and Mens’ Ghoirs

16 VAKARJUNDA (1934)
Janis Norvils, Leontas Breikss, Gunrs Ordelovskis
arrangement

Honorary Ghief Gonductor Arvids Platpers
Womens’ and Mens’ Ghoir
National Armed Forces Brass Band

17 MUZAM ZILI IR LATVIJAS KALNI (1908)
Emilis Darzing, words after Karlis Skalbe

Honorary Chief Conductor Jgkabs 0zoling

Mens’ choirs

18 LATGALE (1960)

Aldonis Kalning, Skaidrite Kaldupe
Chigf Conductor Romans Vanags
Womens’ Choirs

19 ROZEM KAISU ISTABINU (1973)
Folk song, 0|Gerts Gravitis arrangement
Chief Conductor Mara Mamauza

Womens’ Choirs

20 DZIED, MASINA, TU PRET MANI (1992)
Folk song, Romualds Jermaks arangement

Chigf Conductor I1ze Valcg

Womens’ Choirs

MORE THAN

THE LAST POST

FOREVER BLUE ARE LATVIJA’S HILLS

IN LATGALE

SCATTERING ROSES ABOUT MY ROOM

SISTERS SINGING




21 MUZU MUZ0S BUS DZIESMA (1972)
Valters Kaminskis, Imants Ziedonis

Chief Conductor Ivars Cinkuss

Viru kori

22 KUR TU BIJI, BALELINI (1983)
Selga Mence, Aaris Pilsums

Chief Conductor Aira Birzina

Womens’ Choirs

Marina Rebeka - Soloist

Marting Zilberts, Valdis Zilveris - Keyboards

23 BARENITES SLAVINASANA (1911)
Folk song, Emilis Melngailis arrangement
Chigf Conductor Mara Marnauza

Womens’ and Mens’ Ghoirs

IELEVEH AND EVER THERE

WHERE WERE YOU BROTHER DEAR?
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Part lll

THE HISTORIC REGIONS OF LATVIA
LEAVE AN IMPRINT ON THE
PERSONALITIES, TASTES, AND
TRADITIONS OF ITS INDEIGENOUS
PEOPLES, THEIR MUSIC, THEIR
AESTHETIC.

24 VALBERGU REILENDERS
Folk music

Sergejs Austris Univers arrangement
Dace Adviljone choreography

Lauma Berza - soloist

LTga Broduza - bandoneon

Chief Director Dace Adviljone
Ghief Conductor Guntis Kumacevs
Mid-age dance groups (D group)
National Armed Forces Brass Band

25 1IDI, ZIDI, RUDZU VUORPA (2022) BLOSSOMING CORNFLOWER
Folk music, Serges Austris Univers arrangement,

Lilfa Lipora choreography

Chig Director I1ze Mazane, Assistant Lilja Lipora

Asnate Rancane, ATda Rancane, Aurelija Rancane -

Voices, limars Pumpurs - cimbalon

Ghief Conductor Guntis Kumacevs
Seniors’ dance ensemoles (F group)
National Armed Forces Brass Band




26 ROTALA NO SUBATES (2022)

Folk music, Sergejs Austris Univers arrangement
Baiba Steina choreography

Ethnographic singing ensemble Saucgjas

leva Nimane, Kate Slisane - recorder

Laura Licite - soloist

Chief Director Baiba Steina

Chief Conductor Guntis Kumacevs

3 and 4th grade childrens’ dance groups
National Armed Forces Brass Band

27 IANDARINS (2022)
[8cava Gultural CEHI[B Folklore Group larl(s'/(i
Velta Leja, Laimdota Smedina - violin

Chief Director Dagmara Barbale
Chief Conductor Guntis Kumacevs
Mid-age dance groups (D group)
National Armed Forces Brass Band

28 DIZAIS DANGIS (2022)

Folk muasic, Sergejs Austris Univers arrangement,
Taiga LudborZa choreography

Solveiga Kulaine, Sandijs Kulainis,

Emilija Kulaine, Katrina Kalaine,

Fiza Gudermane - Soloists

Alsunga Folklore Group Suitu dadenieki

Chief Director Taioa Ludborza
Chief Conductor Guntis Kumacevs
Mid-age dance groups (D group)
National Armed Forces Brass Band

A GAME FROM SUBATE

TANDARINS

THE GRAND DANGE



29 SKAISTA MANA TEVU ZEME (2022)
Chief Director Dagmara Barbale

Chief Conductor Guntis Kumacevs

Youth dance groups (A group)

Balsis, Jasminas Koris, Juventus chairs and
Massed Ghoir

Eltna Seile - soloist

Fdgars Karklis - bagpipes

National Armed Forces Brass Band

30 MAZS BIJ” TEVA NOVADINIS (1937)
Folk song, Helmers Pavasars arrangement
Honorary Ghief Gonductor Lilija Zobens

Massed Ghoir

31 LOKATIESI, MEZU GALI (1913)
Folk song, Emilis Melngailis arrangement
Honorary Chief Conductor Juris Kjaving
Massed Ghoir

32 KRAUKLIT'S SEZ 0Z0LA (1875)
Folk song, Janis Cimze arrangement
Honorary Chief Conductor Janis Erenstreits
Mixed choirs

THE LAND OF MY FATHERS 1S BEAUTIFUL
A poetic ode to the fatherland includes a warning:

| have beat a copper shield, all around my fatherland.
He who seeks to enter it, had better start to forge

a sword!

MY FATHER’S LAND WAS SMALLISH

yet it was a wonderful place to live! There’s space for
the rabbit to bound, the robin to sing, the spring to flow,
the ploughman to plough. There’s bread and water for
all, all’s well with the world.

TREE TOPS SWAYING IN THE WIND

Melngailis was a powerful personality. [n addition

t0 collecting folk songs, he fought for authors’ rights,
free rail transport for Singers and promoted Latvian
culture in opposition to the prevailing German miligu.
Opposed to the shallowness of “sentimental
cosmopolitanism™, he was a firm believer in the idea
that “ancient pearls™ were part of living culture rather
than mere heritage.

THE RAVEN SITS IN THE OAK TREE

holding a golden okle. He’s the only one who sees were
they have taken our sister. They've taken our sister 1o

a ife in rich Kurzeme.




Part IV

TWO HANDS HOLD
THOUSANDS OF
VOIGES

33 IK RUDENI VALODINA (2003) AUTUMN
Valts Pdce, Inese Zandere poem
Gunta Skuja choreography

Chief Conductor Ints Teterovskis

Chief Dirgctor Gunta Skuja

Mixed choirs

Mid-age dance groups (D group)

Elina Seile, Alise Baumane, kamila Silina - soloists
Edoars Karklis, Kaspars Barbals - bagpipes
Raimonds Gulbis - bassoon

Artis Orubs, percussion

34 ES 12JAJU PRUSU ZEMI (2000) | WENT A-RIDING PRUSSIA WAY
Folk music, Ainars Mielavs, Kaspars Putnins,

Andris AViKis arrangement, Edgars Linde cnoral

arrangement

Janis Frglis choreography

Chief Conductor Ints Teterovskis

Chief Director Janis Erglis

Balsis, Jasminas koris, Juventus choirs
Youth dance groups (A group)
[nstrumentalists

35 SASALA JURINA (2003) THE SEA FROZE OVER
Folk song, Raimonds Pauls arrangement
Janis Purving choreography

Chief Conductor Gints Ceplenieks
Chief Dirgctor Janis Purvins
Mixed Choirs

Youth dance groups (A group)
Ance Krauze - soloist




36 ES MAGEJU DANCI VEST (1963)
Folk music, Gunars Ordelovskis arrangement
Uldis Zagata choreography

Chief Conductor Martins Klisans

Honorary Chief Gonductor Ingrida Edrte SaulTte
Chief Director Iveta Petersone-Lazdane

Balsis, Jasminas koris, Juventus choirs
Chilarens’, Youth, Mid-age, Seniors’ dance groups
[nstrumentalists

37 JANU DZIESMA (2002)
Artrs Maskats, folk song

Chief Conductor Gints Ceplenieks
Mixed Choirs

Marting Milevsis, timpani

38 AIZ DAUGAVAS VARA DARZS (2014)
Folk music arranged by Electrofolk, Edgars Linde
choir arrangement, Agris Danileviss choreography
Chief Conductor Romans Vanags

Chief Director Iveta Pétersone-Lazdane

Balsis, Jasminas koris, Juventus choirs

Youth dance ensembles: Dailrade, Rotala,
Teiksma, Vektors

Kristine Kainina, Edgars Karklis - soloists
Instrumentalists

39 DZIEDOT DZIMU, DZIEDOT AUGU (1932)
Folk song, AIfrégs Kalning arrangement

Chigf Conductor Ivars Cinkuss

Massed Choir

A0 SAULE BRIDA RUDZU LAUKU (1999)
Folk song, llona Rupaine arrangement

Chief Conductor Agita RimSgvica

Mixed Choirs

Olivija Gulbe - soloist

Instrumentalists

| KNEW HOW TO LEAD THE DANGE

MIDSUMMERNIGHT SONG

[[]iAVA THERE'S

SINGING | WAS BORN, SINGING | GREW

THE SUN STRODE THROUGH THE RYE FIELD



41 JANUVAKARS (1926)
Emls Melngails, folk song
Chief Conductor Agita RimSevica
Massed Choir

42 LEC, SAULITE! (2014)
Raimonds Tigulis, Rasa Bugavicute-Pece
Chief Conductor Maris Sirmais

Massed Choir

[nstrumentalists

43 U1 GAISMU (2022)
Lolita Ritmanis

Ghief Gonductor Romans Vanags
Instrumentalists

44 AUGSUP DZIVIBA SKAN (2021)

Lolita Ritmanis
Rasa Bugavicute-Pece

Chief Conductor Romans Vanags
Massed Choir
[nstrumentalists

45 RITA UN VAKARA DZIESMA (2016)

Raimonds Tiguls, Rasa Bugavigute-Pace

Chief Gonductor Martin$ Klisans
Massed Choir
National Armed Forces Brass Band

46 DVESLES DZIESMA
Eriks ESenvalds, Anita Karkina,
Vilnis Smidbergs arrangement for brass bands

Chief Conductor Aira Birzina

Massed choir

National Armed Forces Brass Band

Agnese Paunina, Martin$ Klisans - soloists
Miks Akots - guitar

MIDSUMMER EVENING

RISE UP SUN!

TOWARDS THE LIGHT

HJEADING UPWARDS, LIFE RESOUNDS

MORNING AND EVENING SONG

SONG OF THE S0UL



4

Raimonds Pauls, Janis Peters

Jakovs Raskins arrangement for brass bands
AIfreds Spura choreography

Chief Gonductor Ints Teterovskis
Chief Director Zanda Marniece
Massed Choir

Youth dance groups (A group)
National Armed Forces Brass Band
Instrumentalists

18

Marting Brauns. Rainis, Janis Purins arrangement
for brass bands

Chief Gonductor Sigvards Klava
Massed Choir

National Armed Forces Brass Band
Instrumentalists

As the most popular Latvian composer,
Raimonds Pauls’ popular music is still
quite multi-layered. Janis Peters, an
equally popular poet, cleverly strings
together the themes embodied in
BROKEN PINES and the GASILE OF LIGHT.

Brauns’ evocative, sharp, laconic melody is Subordinate
10 the text, another tale of national emergence
cOnguering the odas. Beloved by singers and audiences
alike, the song took on a life of its own fuelling

a movement to have it replace the national anthem in
Latvia and becoming the music to the official song of
the Gatalan independent movement in 2014.



19

Jazeps Vitols, Auseklis

Chief Conductor Maris Sirmais
Massed Choir

50
Folk song, Jurjanu Andrejs arrangement
Massed Choir

Wwas composed at the end of the 19"

century when small nations were

challenging empires. A kind of creation

myth, this is a Neroic epos where truth

and light rise to overcome the forces of

darkness. In 1985, the song was unexpectedly

struck from the festival program. Equally
unexpectedly, the massed choir called for the
conductor Haralds Mednis to come to the podium from
the audience. With no renearsal, the song was
performed as a proud and powerful act of rebellion, an
garly marker of the singing revolution that was to come.

i$ a folk song that enjoys the status of an unofficial
national anthem that is known the world over and
always elicits an emotional response. During the
Soviet era it was sung in lieu of the forbidden national
anthem. As a collector of folk songs, Jurjanu Andrejs
had a deep respect for the authentic voice when
making nis arrangements. [T s always sung by the
choir and the audience together.






DZIESMUSVETKI.LV

@ facebook.com/Dziesmusvetki

instagram.com/dziesmusvetki
() twitter.com/Dziesmu_svetki
(¢) tikiok.com/@dziesmusvetki
(@) youtube.com/dziesmusvetkilV
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