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IEVADVARDI

Latvijas Universitates 82. starptautiskas zinatniskas konferences
arheologijas sekcija “Apbedisanas tradicijas ainava”, kas notika 2024. gada 10.
aprili Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vestures institlita, tika organizéta Latvijas
Zinatnes padomes finanséta Fundamentadlo un lietiSko pétijumu projekta
“ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.-1200. g.)”
(nr. 1zp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.

Arheologija ainava tiek pétita ka kulttras, socialas un vides dinamika, kas
vienlaicigi gan ietekmé cilveka domasanu, gan ir ta darbibu rezultats. No Sadas
perspektivas raugoties, art kapulauku ierikoSana ir cilvéka izveles rezultats attieciba
pret apkart§jo vidi, veidojot ipasu apbediSanas ainavu. Konferences sekcijas
ietvaros uzmaniba tika pievérsta tris nozZimigam ar apbediSanas ainavu saistitam
témam:

e ainavas elementu nozimei un izmanto$anai apbedijumu vietu izvelg;

e kapulauku ieksgjas telpiskas organizacijas un apbediSanas ritualu

saistibai ar apkartnes ainavu;

e apbediSanas ainavas ietekmei uz teritorijas attistibu.

Kopuma konferences sekcija 14 autori prezent€ja 11 referatus, sniedzot
ieskatu aktualajos vides un ainavas p&tijumos Latvijas arheologija. Piecos referatos
savus pétijumus par 1.-12. gs. apbedisanas tradicijam dazados ainavas un vides
kontekstos prezentéja Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vestures institiita realizéta
projekta “Apbedisanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” izpilditaji. Pargjos referatos ar savu pétijumu rezultatiem iepazistinaja
citi Latvijas Universitates Latvijas v&stures institiita, Latvijas Universitates
Vestures un filozofijas fakultates, Latvijas Kultiiras akadémijas un Latvijas
Biozinatnu un tehnologiju universitates pétnieki, pievérSot uzmanibu noteiktu
apvidu arheologiskas ainavas izpé&tei (iecklaujot ari dazadu periodu apbedijumu
vietas), ka ar1 ainavas un vides arheologijas izpétes metodém un pieejam, kas
rosina talakus un arvien daudzpusigakus p€tijjumus, tostarp par apbediSanas
tradicijam ainava.

Latvijas Universitates 82. starptautiskas zinatniskas konferences sekcija
“Apbedisanas tradicijas ainava” uzskatami paradija, ka faktoru kopums, kas
nemami veéra, veicot arheologisko izp&ti, piecaug. Ja sakotn&ji arheologi
koncentr&jas uz pasu apbedijumu, vélak uz apbedijumu vietu un tuvako teritoriju
ap to, tad nakotné lielaka uzmaniba pievérSama apkartjai videi un ainavai — gan
dabas, gan cilvéka veidotajai. Tas dos iesp&u ar lielaku ticamibas pakapi
interpret€t pagatnes norises.

E. Guscika, G. Zemitis



INTRODUCTION

The archaeology session of the 82" International Scientific Conference of
the University of Latvia “Burial practices in the landscape”, held on 10 April 2024,
was organised within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science Fundamental
and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape: present-day
Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (Izp-2021/1-0163).

In archaeology, landscape is seen as constituted in the intersection of cultural,
social and environmental dynamics, as both the medium and the outcome of human
activity. In this view, the placement of burial areas, too, is the result of choices
made by individuals in a society with regard to the landscape, thus creating a
specific mortuary landscape. The conference session will focus on three main
issues relating to the mortuary landscape:

e the significance of landscape elements and their role in the placement and

mutual arrangement of burial sites;

e the interaction between burial sites’ internal structure and landscape

clements;

e the mortuary landscape’s influence on the subsequent development of the

area.

The conference session included a total of 11 papers by 14 authors,
providing insights into current environmental and landscape studies in Latvian
archaeology. In five presentations, the scientific team of the project “Burial
practices in the landscape: present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)”
presented their research results relating to the study of burial traditions in the
various contexts of landscape and environment. Additionally, other researchers
from the Institute of Latvian History and the Faculty of History and Philosophy of
the University of Latvia, as well as the Latvian Academy of Culture and the Latvian
University of Life Sciences and Technologies, presented studies focused on
exploring the archaeological landscapes of specific regions (including burial
places), as well as methods and approaches in landscape and environmental
archaeology. These efforts also stimulate further and increasingly multifaceted
research into burial traditions within the landscape.

The conference sessions have clearly demonstrated that the number of
factors to be considered in archaeological research is increasing. Initially,
archaeologists focused on the burial itself, and later on the burial site and its
immediate surroundings. In the future, greater attention should be paid to the
surrounding environment, both natural and human-made. This will provide a
greater degree of reliability in interpreting past events.

Elina Guscéika and Guntis Zemitis
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PALEOBOTANISKAS ANALIZES APBEDISANAS TRADICIJU IZPETE:
ILES MEZA KAPULAUKA PIEMERS

Elina Guscika, Mg. hist.
Normunds Stivrins, Ph. D.
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vEstures institiits

Paleobotaniska analizes Latvijas arheologija lielakoties pielietotas
dzivesvietu pétijumos, nosakot apkartnes ainavas, saimniecibas veida, uztura
u.tml. aspektus. Tacu §adu analiZu nozime art apbediSanas tradiciju izp€t€ var biit
bitiska, atklajot specifiskus apbediSanas elementus, apkartgjas vides, taja skaita
floras, nozimi béru rituala.

Uzskatams piemérs paleobotanisko analizu potencialam apbediSanas
tradiciju izp&té ir 1.-3. gs. Iles meza kapulauka (Dobeles nov., Zebrenes pag.) VII
uzkalnins, kur§ pilniba izpétits 2014. gada (izrakumu vad. E. Guscika, Andrejs
Vasks), atklajot divus dalji neskartu skeletkapus. Mirusie bija likti uz tumsaka
slana uzkalnina pamatné, neveidojot kapa bedres. ApbediSanas veids noteica, ka,
identificgjot un analizgjot dazadu augu iesp€jamo izmantojumu apbediSanas
rituala, bitiska ir kompleksa pieeja un apkartgjas vides konteksts. Paleobotaniskas
analizes tika veiktas ne vien grunts paraugiem, kas nemti no netrauc€tam vietam
apbedijumu tie$a tuvuma, bet ar1 paraugiem no dazadiem uzkalnina uzb&ruma
slaniem, kas nesaistiti ar konkrétam skeletu paliekam. Kopuma veikta
ziedputekSnu un neputekSnu mikroatlieku analize 10 paraugiem (pieciem
paraugiem no apbedijumu vietam un pieciem paraugiem no uzkalnina uzb&ruma)
(analizgjis N. StivrinS). Lai pilnvertigak izvertétu uzkalnina paraugos atklato
paleobotanisko liecibu iesp&jamo sasaisti tiesi ar apbediSanas tradicijam, tika pétiti
ar1 ap 500 m attala Liela Vipe€za ezera nogulumi no diviem urbumiem, kas veikti
2018. gada (izpetes vad. N. Stivrins). Kopuma veikta ziedputekSnu un neputeksnu
mikroatlieku analize 13 ezera nogulumu paraugiem (analizgjis N. Stivrins).

Paraugu analiz€s, kas saistitas ar apbedijumiem, tika identificéti 24
ziedputeksnu taksoni. Kopuma So paraugu puteksnu ieraksti atbilst dzelzs laikmeta
ainavas vegetacijas sastavam, tacu atseviskos gadijumos noteiktu augu (pieméram,
Filipendula (vigriezes), Cannabis sativa (kanepes), Polypodiaceae (papardes),
Rumex acetosa (herb sorrel), Secale cereale (s€jas rudzi), Hordeum (miezi) un
Avena/Triticum (kvieSi) u.c.) ieveérojamas koncentracijas atSkiribas ar kapiem
saistitajos paraugos un citviet nemtajos liecina par to iesp&jamo 1paso nozimi agra
dzelzs laikmeta apbediSanas tradicijas. Tas savukart paver plasas iesp&jas talakam
apbediSanas tradiciju interpretacijam, tostarp vides un ainavas konteksta.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes Fundamentalo un lietiSko pétijumu
projekta “ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” (nr. Izp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.



PALAEOBOTANICAL ANALYSIS IN THE STUuDY OF BURIAL
PRACTICE: THE EXAMPLE OF ILES MEZS CEMETERY

Elina Guscika, Mg. hist.
Normunds Stivrins, Ph. D.
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

In Latvian archaeology, palaeobotanical analysis has mostly been applied in
studies of settlements, determining aspects such as the surrounding landscape, the
type of economy, diet and similar factors. However, the significance of such
analyses in the study of burial practice can also be substantial, revealing specific
elements of burial customs and the importance of the surrounding environment,
including the flora, in funeral rituals.

An example of the potential of palaeobotanical analyses in the study of
burial practice is Iles meZs cemetery (Zebrene Parish, Dobele Municipality), where
barrow VII, dated to the 183 century AD, was completely excavated in 2014
(under the direction of E. Gusc¢ika, Andrejs Vasks). Two partially intact skeletons
were uncovered: the deceased had been placed on a darker layer at the base of the
barrow, without digging graves. The type of burial indicated that a complex
approach, characterizing the context of the surrounding environment, was required
for identifying and analyzing the potential use of various plants in the burial ritual.
Pollen and non-pollen microfossil analyses were carried out on soil samples taken
from undisturbed areas directly below the skeletons, comparing them with samples
from different layers of the barrow embankment. Overall, 10 soil samples were
analysed (five taken near the burials and five from the embankment) (analyzed by
N. StivrinS). To more comprehensively evaluate the potential connection of the
palaeobotanical evidence found in the barrow samples directly with burial
traditions, sediments from two cores taken in 2018 from the nearby Lielais Vipedis
Lake (under the direction of N. Stivring), about 500 m from Iles meZs cemetery,
were also analyzed. Overall, pollen and non-pollen microfossil analyses were
carried out on 13 lake sediment samples (analyzed by N. Stivrins).

In the analysis of samples relating to the burials, 24 pollen taxa were
identified. Overall, the pollen records in these samples correspond to the vegetation
composition of the Iron Age landscape. However, in some cases, significant
concentration differences of certain plants (e.g., Filipendula, meadowsweet;
Cannabis sativa, hemp; Polypodiaceae, ferns; Rumex acetosa, herb sorrel; Secale
cereale, rye; Hordeum, barley; Avena/Triticum, oats/wheat, etc.) in samples
associated with the graves, compared to those taken elsewhere, indicate their
potential special significance in early Iron Age burial practice. This, in turn, opens
up broad possibilities for further interpretations of burial practice, including in the
context of the environment and landscape.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science

Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape:
present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (1zp-2021/1-0163).
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KURSU KREMACIJAS RITUALOS IZMANTOTA KOKSNE

Valdis Beérzins, Ph. D.
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas véstures institits

Veikta kurSu ugunskapos atrasto kokoglu taksonomiska analize, nosakot
522 oglu fragmentus no 15 senkapiem. Visbiezak, 44 kapos no 67, sastopamas
priedes ogles. Biezi konstatéta arT egles (15 kapos), bérza (14 kapos) un ozola
klatbtitne (13 kapos). Ieverojami retak — piecu kapu paraugos — atrastas oSa ogles.
Savukart klavas, alkSna, lazdas, apses un abelu apakSdzimtas koku ogles
konstat€tas tikai viena-divos kapos. Kraujot sartu, biezi vien taja ieklava malku no
dazadiem kokiem: devinu kapu paraugos parstaveti divi dazadi koki, piecu kapu
paraugos — tris dazadi koki, triju kapu paraugos — Cetri dazadi koki, bet viena
parauga konstateti pat pieci dazadi koki.

Skujkoku plaSo izmantojumu ka materialu ugunskapu sartiem varétu
skaidrot ne tikai ar to pieejamibu, bet ar7 ar to, ka sveku aromats vargja palidzet
nomasket degosas miesas smardu.

Skiet, ka Kurzemes ziemelrietumos — Piejiras zemiené un Kursas
zemiené — kur augsnes, kopuma nemot, ir salidzino$i nabadzigakas, ugunskapu
sartiem pamata izmantota skujkoku un ozola malka, kamér Rietumkursas augstiené
ar augligakam augsném malkas daudzveidiba ir lielaka un biezak parstavets berzs.
Turklat, ja bérza ogles vislielaka skaita atbilst 5-10 cm diametra materialam, tad
egle, priede un ozols visvairak parstaveti ar fragmentiem, kas atbilst vairak ka 10
cm resniem kokmaterialiem. Var hipotetiski pienemt, ka bérza malka ieguta,
izc€rtot bérzinu jaunaudzes aizaugusas lauksaimniecibas platibas.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes Fundamentalo un lietiSko pétijumu

projekta “ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” (nr. 1zp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.
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WOOD USE IN THE CREMATION RITUAL OF THE COURONIANS

Valdis Beérzins, Ph. D.
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

Taxonomic analysis of wood charcoal from Couronian cremation graves has
been undertaken, determining 522 charcoal fragments from 15 burial sites. Pine
charcoal is most commonly represented, occurring in 44 graves out of 67. Also
commonly present is spruce (15 graves), birch (14 graves) and oak (13 graves).
Charcoal of ash is markedly rarer, occurring in samples from five graves. Charcoal
of maple, alder, hazel, aspen and trees of the Maloideae subfamily is represented
in only one or two graves. In building the funeral pyre, wood from different trees
was commonly included: samples from nine graves include charcoal of two tree
taxa, five samples include three taxa, three samples have four taxa, and one of the
samples contains as many as five taxa.

The widespread use of coniferous wood for funeral pyres may be explained
not only in terms of its availability but also by the capacity for the resin aroma to
help mask the smell of burning flesh.

It seems that in the north-western part of the Kurzeme region, the Coastal
Lowlands and Kursa Lowlands, where the soils are generally relatively infertile,
coniferous and oak wood was primarily utilized for funeral pyres, whereas in the
West Kurzeme Uplands, with richer soils, there was a greater diversity of
fuelwoods, with higher representation of birch. Additionally, most of the birch
charcoal corresponds to a wood diameter of 5-10 cm, while spruce, pine and oak
are most commonly represented by fragments from wood more than 10 cm in
diameter. It may be hypothesized that birch wood was obtained through the cutting
of young birch stands on overgrown farmland.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science

Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape:
present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (1zp-2021/1-0163).
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DEBESPUSES UN AINAVA LIEPINU KAPULAUKA (9.-12.GS.)
APBEDIJUMU ORIENTACIJA

Antonija Vilcane', Dr. hist.

Janis Meinerts®, Mg. hist.

Valdis Bérzins', Ph. D.

"Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vestures institiits, 2Latvijas Kultiiras akadémija

Apbedijumu orientacija ir t€ma, kas Latvijas arheologija nav pietickami
pétita. Lai izprastu motivus, kas dzelzs laikmeta vargja ietekméet miruso apbediSanu
noteikta virziena, referata analiz€ta Liepinu kapulauka, ko izmantoja latgali 9. —
12. gs., kapu orientacija. P&tijuma mérkis ir skaidrot, vai orientacijai pastav
saistiba ar saull€kta/saulrieta azimuta izmainam gada gaita, ka ar1 analiz&t
apbedijumu virzienu iesp€jamas sakaribas ar kapulaukam parredzama attaluma
esoSiem geografiskiem orientieriem un apkartné zinamajam arheologiskajam
senvietam.

Liepinu Iidzenais kapulauks atrodas C@su novada, AraiSu ezera
ziemelaustrumu krasta. Arheologiskie izrakumi kapulauka veikti 1971.—
1973. gada arheologa Jana Apala vadiba. Izpétiti 169 kapi. Orientacija bija
nosakama apbedijumiem, kuros bija pietickami labi saglabajusies skeleta kauli un
kapa inventars (75 kapi). legiitie dati norada uz tendenci apbedijumus orientét uz
saules lekta/rieta punktu pie horizonta pavasara/rudens ekvinokcija. Viriesi
visbiezak tikuSi orient€ti ar galvu precizi A virziena (90°), savukart sievieSu
apbedijumos pastav neliela tendence novirzei uz ZR, lai gan liela dala gulditas ar
galvu precizi uz R (270°).

No kapulauka ir labi parredzama liela dala tuvakas apkartnes, arT AraiSu
ezermitne, kuras iedzivotaji acimredzami apbediti Liepinu kapulauka. Tomér nav
noveérojams, ka apbedijumu virziena izvélei biitu bijusi jebkada saikne ar ezermitni
vai citam to ierikoSanas laika aktivi izmantotajam vai no ieprieks€jiem periodiem
zinamajam arheologiskajam senvietam. Izveért§jot apbedijumu virzienus
geografisko orientieru konteksta, tie interpretéti atbilsto$i virzienam, uz kuru
“skatas” apbeditie — t.i., virie$u skati vérsti R, bet sievie$u A virziena. Sada aspekta
konstatéts, ka sievieSu apbedijumu skata virziens novirzas uz D no ekvinokcijas
ass, bet virieSu — uz Z. Zimigi, ka sievieSu skata virziena novirzes lauka gal&jais D
punkts sakrit ar plasa apkartné augstaka kalna, Jurgukalna, novietojumu pie
horizonta. VirieSu apbedijumu skata virziena novirzes lauka Z robezu neiezimé
neviens izcils vizuals orientieris, tomér atzim&jams, ka uz ZR no kapulauka
saulrieta virziena pliist no AraiSu ezera iztekosa, kapulauku fiziski norobezojo$a
Raksupite.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes Fundamentalo un lietiSko pétijumu

projekta “ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” (nr. 1zp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.
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THE ROLE OF ASTRONOMICAL DIRECTIONS AND LANDSCAPE IN
BURIAL ORIENTATION AT LIEPINAS CEMETERY (9TH-12TH CENT.)

Antonija Vilcane', Dr. hist.

Janis Meinerts®*, Mg. hist.

Valdis Bérzins', Ph. D.

"nstitute of Latvian History, University of Latvia; >Latvian Academy of Culture

Burial orientation is an insufficiently studied topic in Latvian archaeology.
In order to understand the motives that could have influenced the orientation of
Iron Age burials in particular directions, the paper analyses burial orientation in
the pre-Christian cemetery of Liepinas, used by the Latgallians in the 9th—12th
cent. The aim of the study is to assess whether burial orientation relates to the
annual variation in the azimuth of sunrise/sunset, and to analyse possible
relationships between burial orientation and landmarks within the viewshed as well
as archaeological sites in this area.

The flat cemetery of Liepinas is located in Césis Municipality, on the north-
eastern shore of Lake Araisi. The cemetery was archaeologically excavated in the
years 1971-1973 under the direction of J.Apals, unearthing 169 burials.
Orientation was determinable in the case of burials with sufficiently well preserved
skeletal elements and grave goods (75 graves). The obtained data indicates a
tendency to orient the burials in the direction of sunrise/sunset at the
vernal/autumnal equinox. Men were most commonly oriented with the head
precisely to the E (90°), while women’s graves show a slight tendency of deviation
towards the NW, although a large proportion were laid with the head precisely to
W (270°).

Liepinas cemetery has a view across a large part of the surrounding area,
including the Araisi lake settlement, the inhabitants of which were evidently buried
in this cemetery. However, no relationship whatsoever could be observed between
the orientation of the burials and the lake settlement or other archaeological sites
that were in active use at the time when the cemetery was established or are known
to have been used in earlier periods. Considering the orientation of the burials in
relation to landmarks, they are interpreted in terms of the direction in which the
burials are “looking”, 1.e., the men’s view is directed to the W, and the women’s to
the E. In these terms, it 1s observed that the direction of view of the women buried
here deviates to S of the equinoctial axis, while that of the men deviates to N. It
may be noted that the limit of the deviation to the S of the women’s direction of
view coincides with the position on the horizon of the highest hill in this whole
area, Jurgukalns. The N limit of the deviation of the men’s direction of view does
not coincide with any major landmark, but it may be noted that, NW of the
cemetery, the RakSupite stream, which flows out of Lake Araisi and physically
delimits the cemetery, flows towards the sunset.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science

Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape:
present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (1zp-2021/1-0163).
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VIDES IETEKME UZ LIELUPES BASEINA DZELZS LAIKMETA (5.—12.
GS.) LIDZENO KAPULAUKU IEKSEJO ORGANIZACIJU

Guntis Zemitis, Dr. hist.
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vEstures institiits

Zemgalu kapulaukos raksturigas cie$as apbedijumu rindas pazistamas tikai
zemgalu pamatteritorija Zemgalé Latvija un Lietuva. Pareja no agra dzelzs
laikmeta (1.— 400. g.) uzkalninu kapiem uz vid€ja (400.—800. g.) un véla (800.—
1200. g.) dzelzs laikmeta lidzenajiem kapulaukiem iezimé bitisku luzumu
sabiedriskajas attiecibas, kas norada uz ievérojamam izmainam individa stavokli.
5.-12. gs. zemgalu lidzeno kapulauku izvietojumu un iek$€jo organizaciju dazos
gadijumos ietekmé ieprieks§¢ja perioda kultiirvide — 5.—6. gs. zemgali mirusos
dazkart ierok agra dzelzs laikmeta kapu uzkalninos ar akmens rinki, atseviskos
gadijumos ap apbedijumiem veidots akmens iezogs. Zemgalu 5.—12. gs. lidzenie
kapulauki ierikoti galvenokart upju krastos, dazkart abos upes krastos. ApbediSanai
1zveletas krasta terases vai augstakas vietas, kuras tomer ne vienmér pasarga no
appluSanas pavasara palu laika.

Kapulauka iekS€ja organizacija saistama ar garigajiem priekSstatiem.
Agrajam dzelzs laikmetam raksturiga solara simbolika, kuras izpausmes
saskatamas ar1 apbediSanas tradicijas. Zemgalu simbolika vérojama agra dzelzs
laikmeta tradiciju saglabasanas un talaka attistiba, kas ir pretruna ar miruso
orientaciju. Zemgaliem raksturigs ZR—DA miruso guldiSanas virziens, bet perioda
beigds — Z-D orientacija, saglabajot virieSu un sievieSu pret€ju orientaciju.
Acimredzot miruso orientaciju nenoteica Saules stavoklis, bet citi, iesp&jams, ari
vides faktori.

Zemgales upes plust galvenokart Z, ZR vai ZA virziena, paaugstinatas
vietas upju krastos veidojusas ledus laikmeta beigu posma ka terases, salas vai
smilSu sanesumi. Zemgalu kapulauku rindas parasti saktas veidot pac€luma
augstaka vieta un stiepjas paral€li upei. Upes tec€juma virziens nebija vienigais
faktors, kas ietekméja kapulauka iek$€jo organizaciju, bet bija véra nemames.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes Fundamentalo un lietiSko pétijumu

projekta “ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” (nr. 1zp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ON THE INTERNAL ORGANIZATION
OF IRON AGE (5-12TH CENTURY) FLAT CEMETERIES IN THE
LIELUPE BASIN

Guntis Zemitis, Dr. hist.
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

A typical feature of Semigallian cemeteries is the occurrence of rows of
closely-spaced burials, known only in the main Semigallian territory in the
Zemgale region of Latvia and part of Lithuania. The transition from the barrow
cemeteries of the Early Iron Age (1-400 AD) to the flat burial sites of the Middle
Iron Age (400-800 AD) and Late Iron Age (800—1200 AD) marks a sharp turning
point in social relations, thus testifying to significant changes in the status of
individuals. The placement and internal organization of the 5th—12th century
Semigallian flat cemeteries was in some cases influenced by the cultural context
of the previous period: in the 5th—6th century, the Semigallians sometimes buried
their dead in Early Iron Age barrows with a stone circle, and occasionally an
enclosure of stones was built around the burials. The Semigallian flat cemeteries
of the 5th—12th century were usually situated by rivers, sometimes on both banks
of a river. Usually the terraces or higher-lying areas were chosen, which
nevertheless were not always safe from flooding during springtime.

The internal organization of cemeteries is linked to religious ideas. The
Early Iron Age is characterized by solar symbolism, which is also reflected in the
burial traditions. The Semigallian symbolic practices show both the continuation
of these traditions and further development of them, which contradicts the
orientation of burials. The characteristic Semigallian practice was NW-SE
orientation, but towards the end of the period a N—S orientation prevailed, while
observing the opposed orientation of male and female burials. Evidently,
orientation of the deceased was not determined by the position of the sun but by
other factors, possibly also environmental factors.

The rivers in Zemgale generally flow towards the N, NW or NE. The higher-
lying sites on riverbanks have mainly been formed during the Late Ice Age as
terraces, islands or sand deposits. The Semigallian burial rows were usually begun
on the highest part of the elevation and stretched parallel to the river. The direction
of the river’s flow was not the only factor influencing the internal organization of
a cemetery, but was nevertheless significant.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science
Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape:
present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (1zp-2021/1-0163).

Translated by Dace Strelévica-Osina
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KULTURAINAVAS ATTISTIBA VIDEJA DZELZS LAIKMETA:
TERVETES REGIONA KULTURAINAVAS PIEMERS

1ldze Milgrave, Mg. hist.
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vEstures institiits

Referata t€ma ir kultiras mantojuma parvaldibai aktuals temats. Vispargjas
parmainas 20. un 21. gs. — lauksaimnieciba, riipnieciska razoSana, infrastruktiiru
izblive utt. — paatrina kultiirainavas transformaciju. Lidz ar to vérojamas izmainas
kultiras mantojuma parvaldiba — akcents tiek parlikts no vietam uz ainavam.
Otrkart, témas aktualitati nosaka tas, ka ir saméra maz zinatnisku pé&tijjumu par
Latvijas regionu ainavam un padzilinata T&rvetes kultGrainavas rekonstruéSana
lidz §im nav veikta.

Vietu centralitate ir viena no pieejam ainavu pétnieciba un ainavu
izdaliSana, kas nozimé&, ka funkcionalas sisttmas veido kads objekts ar tam
paklauto vai piesaistito apkartni. Referata senvietas tiks analiz€tas péc centralas
teorijas principa, kura T€rvetes pilskalns izvirzits k@ centralais punkts regiona
ainava.

Referata merkis ir, balstoties uz apdzivotibas liecibam, rekonstruét Tervetes
regiona apdzivotibu vidgja dzelzs laikmeta. Darba veikta T&rvetes regiona eso$o
kultiirainavas vietu identificeSana un lokaliz€Sana, balstoties uz lietiskajiem un
rakstitajiem avotiem. Sis vietas-pieminekli (dzivesvietas, senkapi, kulta vietas un
citas senatn€ dzivojoSo cilveéku atstatas pedas) kopuma visai uzskatami parada
apliikojamas teritorijas apdzivotibas intensitati un dinamiku laika gaita.

Secinams, ka, ja agraja dzelzs laikmeta amatniecibai visuma bija
majrazosanas raksturs, tad vidga dzelzs laikmeta sakas amatniecibas
specializacija, kas liecina par pilskalnu, kur bija izvietotas amatnieku darbnicas, ka
centralo vietu nozimes pieaugoso lomu. Verojams, ka videja dzelzs laikmeta,
attistoties razoSanai un uzlabojoties saimnieciskajiem apstakliem, pieauga
iedzivotaju skaits. Regiona iedzivotaju majvietas un senkapi, ka liecina
arheologiskais materials, izvietojas apméram 2—3 km attaluma no pilskalna.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes Fundamentalo un lietiSko pétijumu

projekta “ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” (nr. 1zp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPES IN THE MIDDLE
IRON AGE: A CASE STUDY OF THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF THE
TERVETE AREA

1ldze Milgrave, Mg. hist.
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

The topic of the paper relates to cultural heritage management. General
changes in the 20th and 21st centuries — agriculture, industrial production,
infrastructure development, etc. — accelerate the transformation of the cultural
landscape. As a result, changes in cultural heritage management are observed,
shifting the focus from places to landscapes. Secondly, the relevance of the topic
is determined by the fact that there are relatively few scientific studies on the
landscapes of the regions of Latvia, and in-depth reconstruction of the Tervete
cultural landscape has not yet been carried out.

The centrality of places is one of the approaches in landscape research and
classification, meaning that a functional system is formed by an object with its
subordinate or associated surroundings. In the paper, ancient sites will be analyzed
based on the principle of central theory, highlighting Térvete hillfort as the central
point in the area’s landscape.

The aim of the paper is to reconstruct the settlement of the Tervete area in
the Middle Iron Age, based on evidence of habitation. The work identifies and
locates cultural landscape sites in the T€rvete area, based on material and written
sources. These sites/monuments (living sites, burial sites, cult sites and other traces
left by people living in ancient times) overall clearly show the intensity and
dynamics of habitation in the area over time.

It can be concluded that, whereas in the Early Iron Age craftsmanship
generally took the form of home production, in the Middle Iron Age specialization
of craftsmanship began, indicating the increasing importance of hillforts as central
places, where artisans’ workshops were located. It is observed that in the Middle
Iron Age, with the development of production and improvement of economic
conditions, the population increased. According to archaeological material, the
living and burial sites of the area’s inhabitants are located approximately 2—-3 km
from the hillfort.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science
Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape:
present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (1zp-2021/1-0163).
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IESKATS JAUNAKAJOS VIKINGU LAIKMETA PETIJUMOS LATVIJA:
CUNKANU-DRENGERU KAPULAUKS

Guntis Gerhards, Dr. hist.

Antonija Vilcane, Dr. hist.

Elina Peétersone-Gordina, Ph. D.

Latvijas Universitates Latvijas véstures institiits

Cunkanu—Drengeru lidzenais kapulauks atrodas Mémeles laba krasta II un
III terase apméram 2 km no Lielupes sakuma. L1dz Sim atsegti 745 apbedijumi, bet
kapulauks nav pilniba izpétits. Ta teritorija stipri postita mantracu un saimnieciskas
darbibas rezultata. Pec senlietu materiala kapulauks saistams ar zemgalu kulttiru.
Hronologiski tas ietver ari vikingu laikmetu (800.-1050. g.), kas Latvijas
arheologiskaja periodizacija netiek 1pasi izdalits. Apbedijumi, kas situti Mémeles
IIT teras@ un ierakti bliva sarkana mala, loti slikti saglabajusies, to skeleta kauli
pilniba iznikuSi. Neskatoties uz plasajiem postijumiem starp II terases
apbedijumiem, rupja grants sekmé&jusi kaulu saglabatibu, kas lauj kapulauka
pétnieciba izmantot bioarheologijas p&tniecibas metodes. P&tijuma meérkis ir,
balstoties uz Cunkanu—Drengeru kapulauka materiala starpdisciplinaru izpéti,
precizét kapulauka hronologiju, raksturot apbediSanas tradicijas saistiba ar
individa dzimti un vecumu.

Radioaktiva oglekla kalibrétie dati liecina, ka kapulauks ierikots 7. gs. vidii
un apbediSana turpinas lidz 11. gs. pirmajai pusei. Kapi ierakti blivi rindas, kas
veido eliptiskus lokus. Lidz ar to apbedijumu orientacijai nav konsekvences.
Pret€ja orientacija starp virieSu un sievieSu dzimti nov€rojama tikai ar 10. gs.
Parasti mirusie apbediti pa vienam, dazkart sastopami dubultapbedijumi, bet viena
gadijuma atklats masu kaps (Nr. 351) ar seSiem individiem, no kuriem tris
pieaugusiem virieSiem konstatéti navejosi ievainojumi. Vairakos vikingu laikmeta
apbedijumos atrasti importa priekSmeti no Skandinavijas. Turpmakajos pétijumos,
izmantojot stroncija izotopu un senas DNS datus, biitu risinams So individu
1zcelsmes jautajums.

Petijums veikts Latvijas zinatnes padomes finanséta Fundamentalo un lietiSko

petijumu projekta “Vikingu laikmets Latvija: starpdisciplinara izpéte” (nr. lzp-
2022/1-0059) ietvaros.
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RECENT RESEARCH INTO THE VIKING AGE IN LATVIA: THE
CUNKANI-DRENGERI CEMETERY

Guntis Gerhards, Dr. hist.

Antonija Vilcane, Dr. hist.

Elina Peétersone-Gordina, Ph. D.

Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

The flat cemetery of Cunkani—Drengeri is located on the II and III fluvial
terraces of the right bank of the River Mémele, approximately 2 km from the
confluence where the River Lielupe begins. So far, 745 burials have been
uncovered, but the cemetery has not been fully excavated. Its territory has been
seriously disturbed by grave looting and industrial activity. The artefacts indicate
that the cemetery relates to the Semigallian Culture. Chronologically, it also covers
the Viking Age (AD 800-1050), which is not distinguished as a separate period in
Latvian archaeology. The burials on terrace III of the Mémele, which were dug into
red clay, are very poorly preserved, and the skeletal remains have completely
disintegrated. Despite the considerable disturbance of the burials on terrace II, the
coarse gravel has preserved the bone, permitting bioarchaeological analysis. Based
on interdisciplinary study of material from the Cunkani—Drengeri cemetery, the
aim of the research is to determine more precisely the chronology of the cemetery
and study the burial traditions with regard to gender and age of the individuals.

Calibrated radiocarbon dates indicate that the cemetery was established in
the middle of the 7™ century and was in use until the first half of the 11 century.
The burials were arranged in dense rows which form elliptical arcs. For this reason,
the orientation of the graves is not consistent. Opposed grave orientation for males
and females occurs only starting from the 10" century. Most graves were single,
some were double, and one mass burial was also present (No. 351). This burial
contained six individuals, among which three adult males had peri-mortem trauma.
Several burials dating from the Viking Age contained artefacts imported from
Scandinavia. Future research will focus on the origin of these individuals, applying
ancient DNA and strontium isotope analysis.

This research is part of the Latvian Council of Science Fundamental and Applied

project “Viking Age in Latvia: an interdisciplinary study”, funded by the Latvian
Council of Science (1zp-2022/1-0059).
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DABAS FAKTORU IETEKMES ZEMGALES KULTURAINAVA

Mara Urtane, Ph. D.
Latvijas Biozinatnu un tehnologiju universitate

Raksturigie dabas elementi Zemgales kultiirainava ir redzami ka tidenu un
vegetacijas struktliras ainavas vizualaja t€la, tomér tie galvenokart ir cilvéku un
dabas mijiedarbibas rezultats. Petijums aptvéra daba un kartés redzamo, ka ari
personiga un vietgjo iedzivotaju pieredze uzkrato. Jautajumu loks aptveéra dazadus
aspektus — ka izmantoja, kas notiek Sodien un kada attistibas prognoze ir
kultiirainavai.

DomingjoSais ainava ir lidzenums — lauku arumi, vertigakas augsnes, mals
briini sarkaniga krasa, trekni spozs un smarzojoss arumos. Tas raksturojas ar 1pasi
taliem, plaSiem skatiem. Ar talu, Sauru horizonta Iiniju, plaSu debesjumu, zilam
debesim, baltiem makoniem, spozam zvaigzném. V§&j§ — v&jainums liek veidot
aizsargstadijumus Ap s€tam un darzos ir divu kartu lapu koku stadijumi — arpusé
lazdas, iekSpusé liepas, tagad ies€juSas ari klavas. Upes ir noteicoSais ainavas
strukttira ar Lielupi ka centru un radialo mazo upju tiklojumu ar dabiskiem upes
posmiem un taisnotiem posmiem gravjos, plasam palien€m. Savdabibu veido
gravas, upju krastu nogazes, reljefa ieplakas. Majvietas veido sistému: upe, plava,
ganibas, darzs, auglu darzs, s€ta — maja, lauki, celS. Mezi tikai mitras, neaugligas
vietas un karjeru teritorijas vai ka muizu medibu vietas, Zvéru darzi, parki. Ka
koku audzes redzamas baznicas un kaps€tas. Muizas domin€ ainava ar biivju
apjomu, gaiSo €kas krasojumu. Tas apaug ar kokiem, parku, alejam, pamestibas
savvalu, apaug ar ciematu. Apaugot ar jaunu apbiivi, zaud€ raksturigo plaSo talo
skatu. Celi —mals, dubli — neizbraucami, neizejami, ved no majas uz maju ka ejama
tacina gar upites, gravja malu. Koku puduri — nozimigi cilvéka darbibas elementi.
Upju dabiskie posmi saglabajami un atjauninami.

Vizuali ietekmiga kultirainava rada emocijas un problémas, vérojama
dabas elementu lomas mainiba.

21



THE IMPACT OF NATURAL FACTORS IN THE CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE OF ZEMGALE

Mara Urtane, Ph. D.
Latvian University of Life Sciences and Technologies

The characteristic natural elements in the cultural landscape of Zemgale
appear as aquatic and vegetation structures in the visual impression of the
landscape, but these are mainly the result of interaction between humans and
nature. The study encompasses all that is seen on the ground and in maps as well
as the accumulated experience of the author and local residents. The range of
questions concerns the past use of the cultural landscape, the present-day activities
and the forecast for the future.

It is the plain that dominates the landscape: arable fields with the most fertile
soils, the clays, the red-brown colours — bright and greasy and fragrant in the
ploughed land. The characteristic vistas are very wide and distant. With a distant,
narrow horizon, a wide, blue sky, white clouds and bright stars. Because of the
windy conditions, shelterbelts need to be planted. The farmyards and gardens are
surrounded by plantings of broadleaved trees in two rows: hazel on the outside and
lime inside, along with self-seeded maples. The rivers are decisive for the
landscape structure, with the Lielupe as the centre and a radial network of smaller
watercourses, consisting of natural stretches as well as stretches straightened to
form ditches, and with extensive floodplains. Variety is introduced by ravines,
steep riverbanks and hollows in the relief. The homesteads form a system: with the
river, meadows, pastures, garden, orchard and yard, and the house, fields and road.
Woods occur only on wet, infertile sites and within quarries, along with the hunting
forests and parks of the manors. Churches and cemeteries have the appearance of
stands of trees. The manors dominate the landscape because of the size of their
structures and the light colours of the buildings. They become overgrown with
trees, with a park and avenues, and the wild state of abandonment; and a village
grows up. With the addition of new buildings, the characteristic distant prospect is
lost. The roads are clayey and muddy, they become impassable by vehicle or on
foot, while along the bank of the river or ditch there’s a path leading from farm to
farm. The clumps of trees are significant signs of human activity. The natural
reaches of rivers need to be preserved and recreated.

This visually powerful cultural landscape gives rise to emotions and
problems, revealing the changing role of the natural elements.

Translated by Valdis Bérzins
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VENDU ARHEOLOGISKO KOMPLEKSU AINAVAS VELAJA DZELZS
LAIKMETA LATVIJAS TERITORIJA

Eduards Plankajs, Mg. hist.
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vEstures institiits

Referata apkopoti un analizéti jaunakie dati par Baltijas somu — vendu
kultirai piedévéto kopienu dzivesvietu, apbediSanas vietu un svétvietu jeb
kopuma — arheologisko kompleksu ainavam vélaja dzelzs laikmeta un Livonijas
krusta karu perioda (11.—13.gs.) Latvijas teritorija.

Savstarpgji salidzinatas Ziemelkurzemes un Vidzemes vendu kopienu
arheologiskas kultiirainavas, to kopigas un lokalas iezimes. Iesp&jams, ka uz
Vidzemi emigr&jusie vendi vismaz sakotn€ji dzivesvietu ainavu un telpisko uzbtivi
centuSies organiz€t Ziemelkurzemé piekoptas, konservativas tradicijas ietvaros
(pilskalns, apmetne, kapulauks(i), svétkalns), tacu 12. gs. gaita vendi pielagojusies
jauna apdzivotibas areala regionalajam tendencém, apmetoties uz dzivi Daugavas
un Gaujas baseina etniski jaukti apdzivotajos ciemos un ciemu sist€émas.
Dzivesvietas, kuras konstatéta Baltijas somu, iespgjams, ar1 vendu apdzivotiba
Ventas un Abavas baseina: Padures (Beltu) pilskalns, Matkules pilskalns, Sabiles
pilskalns, Talsu pilskalns, MeZites pilskalns, Tukuma pilskalns; Daugavas lejtece:
Senais kalns jeb Kubes kalns, Daugmales pilskalns, Daugavas lejteces libieSu
ciemi; Gaujas baseina: Vendekullas ciems, Riekstu kalns — pilskalns. Kulta
vietas — svetkalni (elku kalni, baznickalni) lokaliz€ami tiesa dzivesvietu tuvuma
(piemeéram, Mezites Elku kalns ap 400 m attaluma no pilskalna). Ar1 funeralas
ainavas zina verojamas atskiribas no apbediSanas savrupos, nelielos, iesp&jams,
atseviSku  dzimtu kapulaukos ar izklaidus ierikotiem apbedijumiem
Ziemelkurzemé uz skaita, teritorijas un blivuma zina lieliem lidzenajiem
kapulaukiem Vidzeme. 2021. gada jaunatklata Te&rvetes Viesturu kapulauka
sievietes 1. kapa inventars hipotetiski lauj iezZimét jaunu vendu emigracijas vektoru
Zemgales virziena. Hipotézes parbaudiSanai nepiecieSams turpinat arheologisko
izpeti Tervetes apkaimé un Ziemelkurzemé. Jaunakie radioaktiva oglekla ('*C
AMS) dat&jumi apstiprina hronologiski vienlaicigu vendu kopienu eksistenci
Mezite, Tukuma un Cesis.

Petijums veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes Fundamentalo un lietiSko pétijumu

projekta “ApbediSanas tradicijas ainava: Latvijas teritorija dzelzs laikmeta (1.—
1200. g.)” (nr. 1zp-2021/1-0163) ietvaros.
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LATE IRON AGE ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES OF THE VENDS
(BALTIC FINNS) IN PRESENT-DAY LATVIA

Eduards Plankajs, Mg. hist.
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

The paper analyzes and summarizes the latest data on the Baltic Finns — the
living sites, funerary and sacred sites of the communities attributed to the Vendic
material culture, or, in general terms, the landscapes of Vendic archaeological
complexes in the Late [ron Age and the period of the Baltic Crusade (11th—13th c.
AD) in present-day Latvia.

The archaeological landscapes of the Vendic communities of both regions —
northern Kurzeme and Vidzeme — and their common and distinctive features have
been analyzed. It is possible that the Vends who migrated from Kurzeme to
Vidzeme tried to organize their living sites and funerary landscape in accordance
with their old customs, as practiced by their ancestors, who inhabited the Vanema
and Bandava lands in northern Kurzeme, although during the 12th century AD the
Vends adapted to the regional trends of the new settlement area — settling in
ethnically mixed villages and even conglomerates of villages (proto-towns?)
located at the banks of the Daugava and Gauja rivers. Artifacts characteristic of the
Vends have been found at the following hillforts of the Venta and Abava river
basins: Padure (Beltes), Matkule, Sabile, Talsi, MeZite and Tukums; along the
lower reaches of the River Daugava: Senais kalns (Mons antiquis) or Kubes kalns
hillfort, Daugmale hillfort and Liv villages (Ikskile, Dole, Salaspils etc.); and in
the Gauja river basin: Vendeculla settlement and Riekstu kalns hillfort. Places of
worship — holy/sacred hills (Elkukalns, Svétkalns, Baznickalns) are generally
located in the immediate vicinity of places of residence (e.g., MeZites Elku kalns
is located around 400 m from the Mezite hillfort). In terms of the funerary
landscape, there is also a difference from small, isolated burial sites, possibly used
by certain families (kin groups), in northern Kurzeme to large flat cemeteries in
Vidzeme. In 2021, a new cemetery was discovered, T€rvetes Viesturi, consisting
solely of cremation burials. Grave 1, that of a richly equipped woman, provided
with trapezoidal bronze chain dividers and other jewellery typical of the Vends,
hypothetically indicates a new emigration vector of Vends in the direction of
Zemgale, more precisely the Tervete region. To conclude, the latest radiocarbon
(*C AMS) datings confirm the existence of contemporaneous Vendic communities
in the Kurzeme and Vidzeme regions during the 11th—12th century AD.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the Latvian Council of Science

Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Burial practices in the landscape:
present-day Latvia in the Iron Age (AD 1-1200)” (1zp-2021/1-0163).
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BALTINAVA. PILSKALNI UN SENKAPI

Juris Urtans, Dr. hist., Dr. art.
Janis Meinerts, Mg. hist.
Latvijas Kulttiras akadémija

Baltinavas pagasta lidz Sim bija zinami divi pilskalni — Alotaju kalns un
Punculevas pilskalns Punculeva. 2019. gada atklats iespaidigais Svatiunes
pilskalns, kas ir divu pilskalnu apvienojums viena nocietinajuma; 2021. gada
atklats mazparveidotais Punculevas pilskalns I1. Visos ¢etros pilskalnos 2023. gada
veikti arheologiskie izrakumi.

Punculeva starp trijiem pilskalniem atrodas arheologiski pétitais lidzenais
latgalu kapulauks (Lukstenieku senkapi) un uzkalninu kapulauks (Aizelk$nu
senkapi), kas kopuma dat€jami ar v€lo dzelzs laikmetu. Apzinata savdabiga
nostastu vieta, iesp&jams, apbedijumu vieta Tiesas sila pie Punculevas pilskalna.

Netalu no jaunatklata Svatiunes pilskalna 2016. gada atrastas 32 ar 3. gs.
datgjamas Baltijas somu bronzas rotaslietas, kas sakotngji tika atributétas ka
depozits. 2022. gada ap 0,5 km no §is atradumu vietas vienuviet atrastas vel 11
lentveida un dobas bronzas aproces un septini fragmenti no bronzas kaklarotas —
uz stieples uzvertas bronzas krelles. ArT §1s senlietas raksturigas Baltijas somiem
un kopuma dat€jamas ar 3.—4. gs. Abu atradumu vietu tuvuma konstatéts uzkalnin$
ar akmenu kravumu, iesp&jams — tarandu, kas saukts par Kapu kalninu, tiruma pie
ta atrasts cilveka kauls, kas lauj proponét Baltijas somiem raksturigas apbedijumu
vietas pastavéSanu un atrasto senlietu saistibu ar apbedijumiem. Parbaudot
nenoteiktas zinas, Svatiunes pilskalna tuvuma atklats iepriek§ nelokalizets,
domajams, latgalu véla dzelzs laikmeta uzkalninu kapulauks, kura ir 50 — 60
uzberumu (Greizo kalnu senkapi).

Péetito pilskalnu datéjumu diapazons ir visai plass un taja ieklaujas gan
latgalu lidzenie un uzkalninu kapulauki, gan Baltijas somu apbedijumu vieta vai
vietas, kas visas ir saistamas ar Baltinavas pilskalniem.

Petijums veikts Valsts petijumu programmas “Letonika latviskas un eiropeiskas

sabiedribas attistibai” projekta “Identitasu ainavas: vésture, kultiira un vide” (nr.
VPP-LETONIKA-2021/1-0008) ietvaros.
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BALTINAVA. HILL-FORTS AND BURIAL SITES

Juris Urtans, Dr. hist., Dr. art.
Janis Meinerts, Mg. hist.
Latvian Academy of Culture

Until now, two hill-forts were known in Baltinava Parish: Alotaju kalns and
Punculeva Hill-Fort. In 2019, the impressive Svatiune Hill-Fort was discovered, a
combination of two hillforts into a single fortification. In 2021, the little-altered
Punculeva II Hill-Fort was found. In 2023, archaeological excavation has been
undertaken at all four hill-forts.

In Punculeva, between three hill-forts, there is an archaeologically
excavated flat Latgallian cemetery (Lukstenieki cemetery) and a barrow cemetery
(Aizelk$ni cemetery), which are essentially dated to the Late Iron Age. A place
associated with tales has been identified, possibly a burial site, in the woods known
as Tiesas sils near Punculeva hill-fort.

In 2016, a total of 32 bronze ornaments relating to the Baltic Finns and
dating from the 3rd century AD were discovered not far from the newly-discovered
Svatiune Hill-Fort, initially identified as constituting a hoard. In 2022, another 11
ribbon-like and hollow bronze armbands as well as seven fragments of a bronze
necklace — bronze beads threaded on wire — were found together about half a
kilometre from this findspot. These artefacts are likewise characteristic of the
Baltic Finns and are dated to the 3rd—4th century AD. A barrow with a stone setting
known as the “Grave Hill”, possibly a tarand, was identified near the two findspots,
and in an adjacent field a human bone was found, suggesting that there is a
characteristic burial site of the Baltic Finns and that the recovered artefacts derive
from burials. Verification of an uncertain report led to the discovery of a previously
unknown Late Iron Age barrow cemetery with 50-60 barrows, presumably
Latgallian, near Svatiune Hill-Fort (Greizie kalni cemetery).

The range of datings of the excavated hill-forts is very broad and covers the
period of Latgallian flat and barrow cemeteries as well as the burial place(s) of the
Baltic Finns, which may all be connected with the hill-forts of Baltinava.

The study was undertaken within the frame of the State Research Programme
“Letonika — Fostering Latvian and European Society”, project “Landscapes of
Identities: History, Culture, and Environment” (VPP-LETONIKA-2021/1-0008).

Translated by Valdis Beérzins
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TUKUMA BAZNICAS KAPSETAS NOZIME MIESTA AINAVA

Riidolfs Briizis, Dr. hist.
Latvijas Universitates Latvijas vEstures institiits

Tukuma jau 20. gs. starpkaru perioda veikti plasaki arheologiskie p&tijumi.
Tie veikti 11.-12. gs. kapulauka, 12.—13. gs. pilskalna un ta apmetné, viduslaiku
pils un miesta vieta, 17. — 20. gs. apbiives zona, ka ar1 kapseta.

Kapséta pastavejusi sinhroni ar miestu — no 13. gs. otras puses lidz 18. gs.
beigam. Arheologiskie pétijumi ar partraukumiem veikti no 1924. lidz 2020.
gadam. To ietvaros izpétiti 39 netrauc€ti apbedijumi un parapbedijumi, kas
dat€jami ar laiku no 16. gs. otras puses lidz 18. gs. pe@d€jam ceturksnim. Izp€tes
darbos apkopota informacija ar1 par 1681 postita individa apbedijuma paliekam.
Atrasts Ziemelkurzemes pilseétu baznicu kaps€tam netipiski bagatigs
arheologiskais materials — 1179 senlietas. To vidi ir 14. gs. pirmas puses brakteats,
kas ir paSreiz senaka lieciba par Tukuma miesta apdzivotibu. Interesanti ir ari
Kurzemes hercogistes baznicu kapsétas retie brokata atradumi — virieSa vestes
apSuves un jaunu sieviesSu vainagi.

Apbedijumu vieta, taja celta Sv. Markusa kapela un izrakumos atrastais 14. gs.
krustakmens bijusi butiski, pat domingjosi elementi Tukuma miesta rietumu dalas
fiziskaja ainava. Vienlidz svarigas ir kaps€tas petijumos iegiitas zinas par Tukuma
iedzivotaju etnisko ainavu. AtseviSskas senlietas liecina par zemgalu, kurSu,
Ziemelkurzemes somugru tautibu klatbiitni miesta kopiena ta pirmsakumos 13. un
14. gs. Sadas etniskas komponentes izteikti nolasamas ari agraka perioda Tukuma
senvietu — 11.—13. gs. kapulauka un pilskalna — arheologiskaja informacija. Sadas
sakritibas ticami liecina par apkartnes ainavas izmainam, ko ietekméja iedzivotaju
brivpratiga vai piespiestu migracija uz Tukuma miestu ta pirmsakumos — 13. gs.
otraja puse.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TUKUMS CHURCHYARD IN THE URBAN
SETTING

Ridolfs Briizis, Dr. hist.
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

Extensive archaeological excavation was carried out in Tukums already in
the interwar period of the 20th century. This research was conducted in the 11%—
12 century burial site, the hillfort and its settlement (12""-13™ century), the site of
the medieval castle and town, in the area built up in the 17%-20"™ century and in
the cemetery by the church.

The cemetery existed simultaneously with the city — from the second half of
the 13" century to the end of the 18™ century. Archaeological excavation was
carried out intermittently from 1924 to 2020, unearthing 39 undisturbed burials
and reburials dating from the second half of the 16th century to the last quarter of
the 18™ century. Evidence of the remains of 1681 destroyed burials was also
collected. A corpus of archaeological finds unusually rich for the town churchyards
of northern Kurzeme was found, comprising 1179 artefacts. Among them is a
bracteate from the first half of the 14th century, which is currently the oldest
evidence of habitation in the town of Tukums. Also interesting are the finds of
brocade textiles, rare in the churchyards of the Duchy of Courland: they include
linings of a man’s vest and crown headdresses of young women.

The burial site, the chapel of St Mark erected in it and the 14™-century cross
stone found in the course of excavation were important, even dominating elements,
of the physical landscape of the western part of the town of Tukums. Equally
important is the information recovered in the course of the cemetery excavation
concerning the ethnic composition of the inhabitants of Tukums. Particular
artefacts indicate the presence of Semigallians, Couronians and northern Kurzeme
Finno-Ugrians in the town community at its beginnings, in the 13" and 14%
centuries. Such ethnic components can also be clearly identified in the
archaeological evidence from the ancient sites in Tukums of the preceding period:
the 11'"-13' century burial ground and hillfort. Such correspondences are a reliable
indication of changes in the surrounding landscape, influenced by the voluntary or
forced migration of residents to the town of Tukums in its beginnings — in the
second half of the 13" century.
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VEIDOJOT IDENTITATI UN PAUZOT STATUSU: APBEDISANAS
TRADICIJU SOCIALA UN SIMBOLISKA NOZIME BALTIJAS
AIZVESTURES BEIGU UN VIDUSLAIKU KULTURAINAVA

Andpris Sné, Dr. hist.
Latvijas Universitates Vestures un filozofijas fakultate

Kultiirainavas pétnieciba pedejas desmitgadés kluvusi par nozimigu
arheologijas, véstures, cilvéka geografijas un kultiiras mantojuma darbibas jomu,
vienlaikus radot virkni kulttrainavas definiciju un izpratnu. Lai gan nereti tas
atSkiras vairakos aspektos, tas tomeér ietver svarigako kultlrainavas
raksturelementu — savstarpgjas mijiedarbibas starp cilvéku (vai cilvéku kopumu)
un vina darbibu, no vienas puses, un apkartgjo dabas vidi, no otras puses. Tadgjadi
kultiirainava nav iedomajama bez cilvéku veiktajiem dabas fiziskajiem un
garigajiem parveidojumiem, tostarp ar1 uz vidi attiecinamajiem t€liem un stastiem,
ainava izpauzoties socialajam identitatém (piem&ram, regionalajam), kopienas
mitiskajiem priekSstatiem, socialajam veértibam, estétiskajiem priekSstatiem un
vesturiskajai atminai.

Geografija kultiirainavas izpratnes sakumi attiecinami jau uz 1920. gadiem
un amerikanu geografa Karla Zauera darbibu, savukart vides faktoram arheologija
uzmanibu pastiprinati saka pievérst jaunas jeb procesualas arheologijas parstavji
1960. gados. Arheologija kultiirainavas pé&tnieciba veidojas cie$a saikné ar vides
arheologiju, pakapeniski nostiprinoties un kliistot par atsevisku pétniecibas lauku
— ainavas arheologiju (anglu valoda ‘landscape archaeology’). Sobrid jau ir izdota
ne viena vien rokasgramata vai macibu gramata ainavu arheologija, savukart 2017.
gada, balstoties uz ieprieks¢jam Ainavu arheologijas konferencém, tika nodibinata
Starptautiska ainavu arheologijas asociacija (IALA — ta nav saistita ar 1979. gada
tapuSo Vides arheologijas asociaciju (AEA), kas ari organiz¢ savas ikgadgjas
konferences un publicé Zzurnalu “Vides arheologija”). Abas jomas — vides
arheologija un ainavas arheologija — ir cie$i saistitas, tostarp sava interesé par
ilgtermina izmainam vidé un cilvéces vesturé (kas atbilst francu medievista
Fernana Brodgla tris laiku koncepcija ieklautajam ilgajam laikam, longuee duree)
un plasaja ekofaktu izmantoSana, lai raksturotu socialus fenomenus. Ainavu
arheologija gan ari vérojama divu plasak izplatitu pieeju lidzaspastavéSana —
vesturiskas geografijas tradicijas balstita “teritoriala” definicija un fenomenologija
saknota “uztveres” definicija.

Kultiirainava, lai cik intensivi veidota un bagatinata ar cilvéka raditajam
ainavas komponentém, tomé&r vesturiski vienmer biis mazaka par dabas ainavu,
veidojot vien tas sastavdalu. Viena no kultiirainavas formam, kas ieklausies gan
dabas, gan cilvéka ainava, ir sakrala ainava, kuras komponentes nereti biis lidzas
apdzivotibas elementiem, militarajam struktiram, lauksaimnieciskas darbibas
vietam u.c. Viena no arheologiski identific§jamajam vietam, kura sapludis kadas
kopienas religiskie priekSstati, mitiskas vértibas un kulta darbibas, ir kapulauki,
kuru ierikoSana mijiedarbojas dazadi socialie un vides apsveérumi. Lai gan
jautajums, kapec tiesi izveletajas vietas kopienas ierikoja apbedijumu vietas, ir loti
svarigs cilvéka un vides attiecibu raksturoSana, diez vai mums Sodien bis
iesp&jams ar pilnigu parliecibu raksturot kada aizvéstures kapulauka izveides
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apstaklus un kriterijus. Tomér dabas videi noteikti bija sava loma un nozime,
turklat janem veéra art neredzamas apbediSanas tradicijas, kuras, lai gan neatstajot
nekadas materials liecibas nakamo paaudzu pétniekiem, var biit viscieSak un
vistieSak saistitas ar ainavu, piemé&ram, mirusie tiek ievietoti koku dobumos,
nolikti alas vai mezos, sadedzinati upé vai ezera (ka rusu apbedijuma 920. gados
saskana ar arabu diplomata Ahmada ibn Fadlana véstito).

Iespgjams, ka socialo faktoru nozime apbedijumu ainavas izveid€ pieauga
aizvestures beigas, kopienam kliistot lielakam un hierarhiskam. Apbedijumu vietas
aizvesturé vargja biit nenorobeZotas (striktu robezu starp dabas vidi un socialo
telpu Eiropa novilks kristietiba), tacu virs kapiem diezgan drosi bija kadas norades
vai zimes, kaut vai salikti paris akmeni virs apbedijuma vietas. Dazas apbedijumu
vietas kopienas apzinati vizuali izcel ainava, piem&ram, uzberot kapu uzkalninus
vai sakraujot akmenu konstrukcijas (ka vikingu laikmeta laivveida akmens
kravumi Skandinavija). Tacu §is drizak bija regionalu kultiiras tradicijas, nevis
kopienu socialo praksu izpausmes. Latvijas teritorija, kur uzkalninu veidoSanas
tradicija rodas jau v€laja bronzas laikmeta, vienigie uzkalnini, kuros veérojama
apglabato individu socialo sasniegumu reprezentacija, Skiet, ir Gaujas libiesu
uzkalninu apbedijumi, kuri kopuma veido apméram treSo dalu no visiem
apbedijumiem $aja regiona vélaja dzelzs laikmeta.

Apbedijumu elementus Austrumbaltijas kultirainava aizvestures beigas un
viduslaikos socialos un religiskos noliikos izmantos ari regiona ienakusSie jaunie
speki, tostarp skandinavu iecelotaji vikingu laikmeta un kristigas ticibas parstavji
krusta karu laikmeta un viduslaikos. Skandinavu vikingu apbediSanas tradicijas
tikai dazos aspektos atSkiras no baltu un somugru tradicijam, pieméram, uzstadot
bilzakmenus un rinakmenus, tada veida demonstréjot teritorialo identitati un
kolektivo pieminu (vieniga zinama $ada lieciba Baltija ir 7. gs. uzlikta stéla
Grobinas Priediena kapulaukd). Vikingu laikmeta pirmsakumu konteksta
pieminami ari Grobinas skandinavu apmetnei hronologiski tuvie skandinavu
karotaju apbedijumi Salmé (Samsala, Igaunija), kuru izveidé apkart&jai videi un
geografiskajam novietojumam bijusi loti liela nozime. Tacu bitiskas apbedijumu
ainavas parveides aizsakas lidz ar Baltijas viet€jo sabiedribu kristianizaciju, 1idz ar
apbediSanas tradicijam mainoties ar1 kapulauku novietojumam ainava un
apbedijumu mijiedarbibai ar vidi. Jau pirmie kristieSu kapulauki Austrumbaltija
tiek ierikoti norobezota telpa ap jaunuzceltajam kristieSu baznicam (piemé&ram, pie
Ikskiles un Aizkraukles baznicam), tomér arpus Livonijas urbanajam vietam
viduslaikos noforméjas T1patn€ja sinkrétiska apbediSanas tradicija, ietverot
pirmkristietiskos ritualus un tradicijas (ko var nov€rot ari kurSu ugunskapu
pastavéSana vietam lidz pat 15. gs.). Tad€jadi ar1 jaunaja Rietumu pasaules
sabiedribas un kultiras modeli, kas kop$ vikingu laikmeta pakapeniski
nostipringjas Baltija, apbedijumu ainavas izveidé turpinas mijiedarboties gan
religiskie, gan socialie, gan dabas vides aspekti.
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FORMING IDENTITY AND MANIFESTING STATUS: REFLECTIONS
OF THE SOCIAL AND SYMBOLIC MEANING OF BURIAL RITES IN
THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF THE LATE PREHISTORIC AND
MEDIEVAL BALTIC

Andpris Sné, Dr. hist.
Faculty of History and Philosophy, University of Latvia

Cultural landscape has in recent decades become an important field of research in
archaeology, history, human geography and cultural heritage, although the concept
is open to a wide variety of definitions and understandings. These often differ in
several respects, but nevertheless all include the most essential characteristic of the
cultural landscape: mutual interactions between humans (or communities) and
human activity, on the one hand, and the surrounding natural environment, on the
other. Thus, the cultural landscape includes the physical and mental
transformations of nature made by humans, which may also include images and
stories associated with particular locations as well as various representations of
collective identities (for example, regional), mythical worldviews, social values,
aesthetic ideas and the historical memory of the communities.

In geography, the beginnings of an understanding the cultural landscape can
be traced back to the 1920s and the work of the American geographer Carl Sauer,
while the environmental factor in archaeology began to receive increasing attention
in the 1960s due to the emergence of New or processual archacology. In
archaeology, cultural landscape research developed in close connection with
environmental archaeology, gradually strengthening and becoming a separate field
of research — landscape archaeology. Currently, a number of handbooks and
textbooks on landscape archacology have been published, while in 2017, on the
basis of the preceding Landscape Archaeology Conferences, an International
Association of Landscape Archaeology was founded (IALA; note that it is not
related to the Environmental Archaeology Association (AEA) established in 1979,
which also holds its own annual conferences and publishes the journal
Environmental Archaeology). The two fields, environmental archaeology and
landscape archaeology, are closely related, sharing an interest in long-term changes
in the environment and human history (corresponding to the longuee durée of the
French medievalist Fernand Braudel) and in the extensive use of ecofacts to
characterize social phenomena. In landscape archaeology, the coexistence of two
widespread approaches can be observed: the “territorial” definition, based on the
traditions of historical geography, and the “perceived” definition, rooted in
phenomenology.

Cultural landscape, despite intensive efforts by communities and the
increasing spread of a variety of human-made landscape components, will
historically always be smaller than the natural landscape, forming only a
component of the latter. One of the forms of the human-transformed environment,
which includes both the natural and the cultural landscape, is the sacred landscape,
the components of which will often occur next to settlements, fortifications, arable
fields, etc. Among the archaeological sites where the religious ideas, mythical
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values and cultic activities of a community will overlap are cemeteries, the
establishment of which resulted from a variety of social and environmental
considerations. Although the question of why communities chose to establish
burial sites at particular places is very important for characterizing the relationship
between humans and the environment, it is hardly possible for us today to describe
with complete certainty the conditions and criteria for the creation of a prehistoric
burial ground. However, the natural environment certainly had its role and
meaning, and we must also take into account invisible burial traditions, which,
although leaving no material evidence for the researchers of future generations,
may be the most closely and directly related to the landscape, for example, when
the dead are placed in tree hollows, put in caves or in forests, or burned in a river
or lake (as was the case with a Rus’ burial in the 920s, according to the Arab
diplomat Ahmad ibn Fadlan).

The importance of social factors in shaping the funeral landscape probably
increased in later prehistory, as communities became larger and more hierarchical.
In prehistoric times, burial places could have been organized without visible limits
(a strict border between the natural environment and social space in Europe would
be drawn by Christianity), but there would definitely have been some indications
or signs above the burials, like a couple of stones stacked above the burial place.
Some burial sites were deliberately made visually effective in the landscape by
local communities, for example, burial mounds, stone cairns or ship-settings
(widely used, e.g., in Viking Age Scandinavia). However, these may be regarded
more as regional cultural traditions than expressions of social practices or
manifestations of individual social achievement. In the territory of Latvia, where
the tradition of making mounds originates already in the Late Bronze Age, the only
mounds in which the representation of the social achievements of the buried
individuals can be observed seem to be the burial mounds of the Gauja Livs, which
in total make up about a third of all burials in this region in the Late Iron Age.

The funeral landscape would also be used for social and religious purposes
by new forces entering the Eastern Baltic in the later prehistory and the Middle
Ages, including the Norse settlers in the Viking Age and the Christians during the
Crusades and Middle Ages. The burial traditions of the Scandinavian Vikings
differed only in particular aspects from the traditions of the Balts and Baltic Finns,
namely in the erection of picture stones and runestones, thus demonstrating
territorial identity and collective memory (the only known example in the Baltic is
the 7th-century stone stele in the Grobinas Priediens cemetery). In the context of
the beginnings of the Viking Age, the burials of Scandinavian warriors at Salme
(Saaremaa, Estonia), which are chronologically very close to the Northmen’s
settlement of Grobina, are also worth mentioning, especially as the surrounding
environment and geographical location played a very important role in the creation
of these burials. However, significant changes in the funeral landscape began with
the Christianization of the indigenous societies of the Baltics, when, alongside the
transformation of burial traditions, changes also occurred in the location of burial
grounds in the landscape and the interaction of burials with the environment.
Already the first Christian cemeteries in the Eastern Baltic were established in
enclosed areas around the newly built Christian churches (e.g., near the churches
of Ikskile and Aizkraukle). However, outside the urban areas of Livonia in the
Middle Ages, a peculiar syncretic burial tradition took shape, incorporating both
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pre-Christian rituals and Christian traditions (which can also be observed in the
existence of the Couronian cremation graves in some cemeteries even up to the
15th century). Thus, even within the new social and cultural model of the Western
world, which was gradually set up in the Baltics starting from the Viking Age,
various religious, social, and environmental aspects would continue to interact in
the creation of the funeral landscape.
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LU Latvijas vestures institlts. leskats jaunakajos Vikingu laikmeta
pétijumos Latvija: Cunkanu-Drengeru kapulauks

Mara Urtane, Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas Universitate. Dabas faktoru
ietekme Zemgales kultiirainava

Diskusija

PUSDIENU PARTRAUKUMS (13.10 — 14.00)
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14.00 — 14.20

14.20 — 14.40

14.40 - 15.00

15.00 - 15.20

15.20 - 16.00

Eduards Plankajs, LU Latvijas véstures institlts. Vendu arheologisko
kompleksu ainavas vélaja dzelzs laikmeta Latvijas teritorija

Juris Urtans, Janis Meinerts. Latvijas Kultiras akademija. Baltinava.
Pilskalni un senkapi.

Ridolfs Brizis, LU Latvijas veéstures institiits. Tukuma baznicas
kapsétas nozime miesta ainava

Andris Sné, LU Véstures un filozofijas fakultate. Veidojot identitdti un
pauzot statusu: apbediSanas tradiciju sociala un simboliska nozime
Baltijas aizvestures beigu un viduslaiku kultiirainava

Nosleguma diskusija
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Latvijas Universitates Latvijas véstures institits

Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia

www.lvilu.lv
lvi@lu.lv
Kalpaka bulvaris 4, Riga.
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