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PRIEKSVARDS

Devitie “Jauno vésturnieku zinatniskie lasijumi” notika 2023. gada
1. un 2. decembri klatiené Valmieras muzeja, kur astonas sesijas 31 da-
libnieks prezenté&ja savu referatu. Starptautiskas konferences pirmaja diena
bija klausami 13 zinojumi anglu valoda, bet otraja — 18 latvieSu valoda. Ar
saviem pétijumiem ikvienu interesentu klatiené iepazistinija jaunie pétnie-
ki no Igaunijas, Latvijas, Lietuvas, ka ari Francijas un Horvatijas atminas
institiicijam, augstakas izglitibas un zinatniskas pétniecibas iestadém. At-
tiecigi pirmo reizi lasijumos piedalijas vairaki arpus Baltijas valstim stu-
d&josi doktoranti, iezimé&jot jautdjumus plasakai diskusijai par turpmaku
zinatniska pasakuma attistibu. Turklat, tuvojoties 10. konferences gadam,
bija konstatéjams acimredzams parejas posms, kad vairaki ieprieksgjo gadu
referenti bija kluvusi par parliecinoSiem sesiju vaditajiem.

Krajuma ieklauti 18 jauno vésturnieku pétijumi, lai gan sakotné&ji
iesniegto rakstu skaits bija lielaks. Konferences organizéetaju mérkis vienmeér
ir bijis piedavat maciSanas iesp&ju gan referésana, gan publikaciju izstrade,
tacu $is process nekad nav bijis istenojams ka visiem vienads Sablons un sa-
sniegtais rezultats allaz ir bijis atkarigs galvenokart no pasa autora. Kvalita-
tes veicinasana lielu ieguldijumu nesavtigi sniegusi vairak neka 35 dazadu
nozaru pieredzg&jusi profesionali no Latvijas un arvalstim, anonimi recenzé-
jot visas publikacijas. Krajuma sastaditaji izsaka visdzilako pateicibu recen-
zentiem par veltito laiku un ieguldito energiju rezultata tap$ana. Ikviena
raksta izstrade prasa daudz darba, tadel, noveért&jot autoru neatlaidibu un
vélmi giit pieredzi, piedavajam interesentiem starpdisciplinarus rakstus par
dazadam véstures témam no aizvéstures lidz 20. gadsimtam.

Mg. hist. Justines Timermanes intereSu centra ir viena Centralzviedrijas
regiona pieminas tradicijas vikingu laikmeta. Autore kapakmenos Esterjét-
landé saskata daudz kopiga ar riinakmeniem. Rakstd konstatéts, ka divas
paraléli pastavosas prakses atspogulojusas dazadu sabiedribas grupu izprat-
ni par kristietibu un gatavibu pienemt parmainas.

Eksas-Marselas Universitates doktorants Zeroms Kasali (Jérome Casali)
pievérsies Akvinas Toma maciba balstito uzskatu atjaunotnei 19. un
20. gadsimta. Apliikojot dominéjosi fran¢u valoda runajosu Eiropas regionu,
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autora uzmanibas loka nonakusi juridiska zinatne un politika. Sajas jomas
neotomisma parstavji parskatijusi socialas attiecibas un likumu biitibu, ka
to mérki izvirzot kopé&ja labuma sasniegSanu.

Daugavpils Universitates doktorants Kaspars Strods apliiko labi atpazista-
mo, jau folklorizéto Ansa Kaupéna bandu, tas izpété izmantojot ieprieks€jas
izmeklésanas dokumentus. To saturs atklajis vairakus pastradatos noziegu-
mus un noziedznieka sadarbibas limeni ar izmeklétajiem. Vienlaicigi konsta-
t€jama ari karadarbibas pieredzes traumatiska ietekme uz A. Kaupéna psihi.

Eksas-Marselas Universitates doktorante Eléna Tabari (Héléne Tabary)
izverté izpratni par darbu liberalu idejas Francija 18. gadsimta beigas un
19. gadsimta sakuma. Sis jautajums radijis autores interesi, apliikojot Fran-
cija izdomatas tiesibas uz darbu. Konstatéts — lai ari liberalisms radija ap-
staklus brivam darba tirgum, sabiedribas sociala struktiira Francija nelava
§is brivibas izmantot.

LU doktorante Diana Hristenko analizé divu Lietuvas latvieSu darbibu
Lietuvas evangéliski luteriskas baznicas vadiba sarezgitaja laika posma no
1941. lidz 1951. gadam. Eriks Leijeris un Jons Kalvans (Jonas Kalvanas)
bija Lietuvas evangéliski luteriskas konsistorijas vaditaji. Autore secina, ka
apliikotajam personam bija svariga nozime baznicas saglabasana sovetiza-
cijas apstaklos.

Eksas-Marselas Universitates doktorants Zans Sarls Pelao-Radins
(Jean-Charles Pelao-Radins) sniedz ieskatu diplomatiskas imunitates jautaju-
mos no juridiskas un veésturiskas perspektivas. Raksta noradits uz teorétiska
ietvara trikumu 31 principa izpratné un ievéroSana praksé. Ka pieméru au-
tors izmantojis ari Latvijas stitna pieredzi Francija péc Latvijas okupacijas.

Tallinas Universitates doktoranta Dzeimsa Montgomerija Baksenfilda
(James Montgomery Baxenfiel) uzmanibas loka ir nerealizéti valstu veidosa-
nas projekti, konkréti — ideja par Latvijas-Lietuvas valsti. Piedzivojot trans-
formacijas, ta turpinija pastavét visa autora apliikotaja laika posma no
1884. lidz 1984. gadam. Secinats, ka idejas popularitates augstakais punkts
bija Pirma pasaules kara péd€&jos gados.

LU magistrante Enija Zake pievérsusies Lubana lidzenuma apbedijumu
vietu ainavas izpétei dzelzs laikmeta. Secinats, ka apbedijumu vietu ieriko-
Sanu ietekméja klimata izmainas, apdzivotibas tendences un zemkopibas
attistiba. Konstat€jamas ari atskiribas kulttiretnisko grupu starpa.

LU magistrants Kaspars Markus Molls apliiko Rietumkurzemes tidensce-
lu potencialu kultiiras un mainas sakaros laika posma no 9. lidz 11. gad-
simtam. Konkréti pétot Uzavas, Rivas un Sakas piemérus, autors konstate,
ka kugojamibas iespéja nebija vienigais faktors So upju izmanto$ana. Bal-
stoties arheologiskajas liecibas, starpkultiiru sakaros visvairak tika izman-
tots Uzavas tidenscels.
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Bc. hist. Antras Kozlovas intereSu centra ir sadoto roku motivs rotaslie-
tas. To apliikojot, ka pieméri izmantotas rotaslietas, kas atrastas Tukuma
14.-18. gadsimta kapsétas arheologiskajas izpétés. Autore pienem, ka $im
rotaslietam bija ar deribu un laulibu saistita simboliska nozime.

Mg. hist. Germans Lebezovs vérté Krievijas impérijas LikumdoSanas ko-
misijas darbibu 1767. un 1768. gada, apliikojot Baltijas provincu privilé-
gijas. Konstatéts, ka komisija Baltijas parstavji aizstavéja savas intereses.
Tikmér oponenti piedavaja daudzveidigu argumentaciju par labu likumdo-
Sanas unifikacijai.

Daugavpils Universitates magistrants Andris Uskans analizé Rézeknes
attistibu 18. un 19. gadsimta mija, izmantojot pieejamas 1778. gada apstip-
rinata pilsétas generalplana kopijas. Tajas ietvertas informacijas atSkiribas
lava konstatét dazadus sarezgijumus pilsétas attistibas planosana. Konstate-
tas vecpilsétas dalas, kas aptuveni atbilst 1778. gada generalplanam.

LU doktorante Beate Lielmane péta 19. gadsimta pirmas puses biivno-
teikumus, detalizétak skatot Rigas priekspilsétu jautdjumu. Autore norma-
tivos konstaté militaro prasibu fundamentalu ietekmi uz pilsétas izaugsmes
iesp&jam. Biitiskas atSkiribas apbiives noteikumos starp Ieksrigu un prieks-
pilsétam kavéja vienmérigu attistibu.

LU magistrants Andris Gailis sniedz ieskatu saimniecibas vésturé nozi-
miga jautdjuma par Latvijas elektribas apgadi laika posma no 1919. lidz
1940. gadam. Autors noverté, ka tika izveidoti ievérojami valsts elektri-
fikacijas plani vienota elektrotikla izveidei. Lai ari visas ieceres neizdevas
istenot, tomeér secinats, ka kopuma valsts darbiba $aja joma bija veiksmiga.

Mg. hist. Laura Klavina apliiko lielinieku — Iskolata — reZimu Valmieras
aprinki, konkréti pétot ta istenotos arestus un iedzivotaju deportaciju
1918. gada februari. Publikacija raksturots, ka represijas lielakoties bija
ideologiski motivétas un norisinajas steigd. Nemot véra Latvijas historio-
grafija ierasto PSRS istenoto deportaciju raksturojumu, autore izcel §is tero-
ra formas senaku vésturi Latvijas teritorija.

LU magistrante Samanta Filimonova raksturo Latvijas Tiesu palatas
darbibu Latvijas Republika lidz Karla Ulmana apvérsumam. Ka viena no
galvenajam tiesu varas iestadém ta pildija loti nozimigas funkcijas tieslietu
sistémas kvalitativa darbiba un attistiba. Autore izc€lusi tas sastava esosa
Zinatniska tiesu ekspertizes institiita nozimi un kvalitativu darbu pieradiju-
mu analizé un atzinumu sniegSana.

LU doktorante Baiba Pazane izvérté latvieSu pareizticigo draudzu dar-
bibu 20. gadsimta 20. un 30. gados, konkréti pievérSoties vienai no liela-
kajam draudzém ka pieméram. Autore konstaté, ka agraras reformas dél
draudzém bija jasaskaras ar izaicindjumiem nekustamo ipasumu saglabasa-
na. Tapat sarezgijumus radija kléra loceklu nodro$inasana.
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Latvijas Makslas akadémijas magistrante Monta Gintere iepazistina ar
Latvijas armijas virsnieka Herberta Mangolda dzivesgajumu un raditajiem
makslas darbiem. Autore secina, ka makslinieka dailradé vérojama gan
romantizéta nacionalisma, gan fantastikas tematika. Raksta ka nozimigi
véstures avoti izcelti izstitijuma tapusie makslas darbi.

Krajuma tapSanu atbalstijis loti plass personu loks. Izsakam ipasu patei-
cibu Richarda Zarina pieminas fondam un profesoram Erikam Jékabsonam.
Tapat augstu novértéjam LU Akadémiska apgada sniegto atbalstu un LU Lat-
vijas véstures institiita informacijas specialistes Elitas Egles darbu krajuma
sagatavoSana. Jauno vésturnieku pétijumi plaSakam interesentu lokam pie-
ejami gan drukata, gan elektroniska forma brivpieeja LU repozitorija.

Ginta Ieva Bikse
LU Latvijas vestures institiits
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PREFACE

The ninth Scholarly Readings of Young Historians took place on 1 and
2 December 2023 at the Valmiera Museum, comprising eight sessions with
31 participants. On the first day of the international conference, 13 pres-
entations were held in English, and on the second day - 18 in Latvian.
Young researchers from Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, as well as French
and Croatian memory, higher education and scientific research institutions
offered the results of their research to everyone present. For the first time,
several doctoral students studying outside the Baltic states participated in
the readings, highlighting questions for a wider discussion about the future
development of the scientific event. Moreover, approaching the 10t year of
the conference, there was an obvious transition phase, when several speak-
ers from previous years had become reliable chairs of the sessions.

The collection of articles includes research carried out by 18 young
historians, although the number of initial submissions was higher. The con-
ference organizers over the years consistently strive to offer a learning
opportunity in reporting and elaboration of publications, however, this
process has never been implemented with one template for everyone, and
the achieved result has always primarily depended on the author. More than
35 experienced professionals in various fields from Latvia and abroad have
selflessly contributed to quality improvement, anonymously reviewing all
publications. The compilers of the collection express their deepest gratitude
for the time and energy invested by the reviewers. The development of each
article requires extensive work, therefore, appreciating the perseverance
and desire of the authors to gain experience, we offer interdisciplinary
articles on various historical topics from prehistory to the 20" century.

Mg. hist. Justine Timermane focuses on the commemorative traditions of
a particular region in the Central Sweden during the Viking Age. The author
observes numerous similarities between runestones and gravestones in
Ostergotland. She found two parallel practices that reflected the under-
standing of Christianity by different groups in society, and the readiness
to accept changes.
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Jérome Casali, a doctoral student at the Aix-Marseille University, has
explored the renewal of views based on the teachings of Thomas Aquinas
in the 19" and 20 centuries. Looking at a predominantly French-speaking
region of Europe, the author focuses on legal science and politics. In these
areas, the representatives of neo-Thomism revised the nature of social rela-
tions and laws, setting the goal of achieving the common good.

Daugavpils University doctoral student Kaspars Strods examines the well-
known, already folklorised gang of Ansis Kaupéns, using documents from
preliminary investigations. Their content revealed several crimes commit-
ted and the level of the criminal’s cooperation with the investigators. At
the same time, the traumatic impact of the war experience on A. Kaupéns’
psyche can also be detected.

Hélene Tabary, a doctoral student at the Aix-Marseille University, evalu-
ates the understanding of work in liberal ideas in France during the late 18
and early 19" centuries. This question aroused the author’s interest when
looking at the invented right to work in France. It was found that, although
liberalism created the conditions for a free labour market, the social struc-
ture of society in France did not allow these freedoms to be used.

UL doctoral student Diana Hristenko analyses the activities of two
Lithuanian Latvians, leaders of the Lithuanian Evangelical Lutheran Church
in the difficult period from 1941 to 1951. Erikas Leijeris and Jonas Kalvanas
were the leaders of the Lithuanian Evangelical Lutheran Consistory founded
in Kaunas in 1941. The author concludes that the considered persons played
an important role in the preservation of the church during the sovietization.

Jean-Charles Pelao-Radin$, a doctoral student at the Aix-Marseille
University, provides an insight into the issues of diplomatic immunity
from a legal and historical perspective. The author points out the lack of
a theoretical framework in law and various problems in understanding
and observing this principle in practice. As an example, the author viewed
the experience of the Latvian envoy in France after the occupation of Latvia.

James Montgomery Baxenfield, a doctoral student at the Tallinn
University, has focused on unrealized state-building projects — the idea of
a Latvian-Lithuanian state. Experiencing transformations, it continued to
exist throughout the period considered by the author (from 1884 to 1984).
It was concluded that the peak of the idea’s popularity was in the last years
of the First World War.

UL master’s student Enija Zake focuses on the study of landscape of
burial sites in the Lubans Plain during the Iron Age. It was concluded
that the location of burial sites was influenced by climate changes, popula-
tion trends and the development of agriculture. There are also differences
between cultural and ethnic groups.
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UL master’s student Kaspars Markus Molls examines the potential of
waterways in Western Courland in terms of cultural and exchange connec-
tions from the 9 to the 11" centuries. By studying the examples of Uzava,
Riva and Saka, the author finds that navigability was not the only factor in
the use of these rivers. Based on archaeological evidence, UZava waterway
was the most used in intercultural relations.

At the centre of Bc. hist. Antra Kozlova’s interests is the motif of clasped
hands in jewellery. Her research is dedicated to the jewellery found in
the archaeological excavations of the Tukums church cemetery (in opera-
tion from 14 to 18" centuries). The author assumes that these specimens
of jewellery had a symbolic meaning related to betrothal and marriage.

Mg. hist. Germans Lebezovs evaluates the activity of the Legislative
Commission of the Russian Empire in 1767 and 1768, by looking at the priv-
ileges of the Baltic provinces. It was established that representatives from
the Baltics defended their interests in the Commission. Meanwhile, oppo-
nents offered diverse arguments in favour of legislative unification.

Daugavpils University master’s student Andris Uskans analyses the devel-
opment of Rézekne in the 18" and 19" centuries by using the available copies
of the city’s general plan approved in 1778. The differences in the informa-
tion contained therein made it possible to identify various complications in
urban planning. Some parts of the old town today roughly correspond to
the 1778 general plan.

UL doctoral student Beate Lielmane studies the building regulations of
the first half of the 19 century, detailedly considering the issue of Riga’s
suburbs. The author finds a fundamental influence of military requirements
on city’s growth opportunities. Significant differences in building regula-
tions between Inner Riga and the suburbs hindered even development of
the city.

UL master’s student Andris Gailis provides an insight into the economic
history on an important issue regarding the electricity supply in Latvia from
1919 to 1940. The author observes that significant national electrification
plans were made to create a unified power grid. Although some of the plans
failed to be implemented, it was concluded that the state’s activities in this
area were generally successful.

Mg. hist. Laura Klavina examines the regime of the Bolsheviks — Iskolat —
in Valmiera district, by studying the arrests and deportation of the popula-
tion in February 1918. The publication explains that the repressions were
mostly ideologically motivated and were effectuated in a hurry. Taking into
account the usual description in Latvian historiography of deportations car-
ried out by the USSR, the author highlights the older history of this form
of terror in the territory of Latvia.
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UL master’s student Samanta Filimonova describes the operation of
the Latvian Chamber of Courts in the Republic of Latvia until the Karlis
Ulmanis dictatorship. As one of the main judicial authorities, it performed
fundamental functions in the qualitative operation and development of
the justice system. The author highlighted the importance of the Scientific
Institute of Forensic Expertise and its excellent work in the analysis of
evidence and drawing conclusions.

UL doctoral student Baiba Pazane evaluates the activity of Latvian
Orthodox parishes in the 1920s and 1930s, focusing on one of the largest
parishes as an example. The author finds that due to the agrarian reform,
the parishes had to face challenges in the preservation of real estate.
Furthermore, securing members of the clergy also caused complications.

Monta Gintere, a master’s student at the Art Academy of Latvia, pre-
sents the life and creative work of Latvian Army officer Herberts Mangolds.
The author concludes that both romanticized nationalism and fantasy
themes can be observed in the artist’s work. The article highlights creative
work engendered in exile as an important historical source.

The collection of articles has been supported by a wide range of peo-
ple. We express our special gratitude to the Richards Zarin$ Memorial
Foundation and Professor Eriks Jekabsons. We also highly appreciate
the support provided by the University of Latvia Press and the work of Elita
Egle, information specialist of the Institute of Latvian History, in the prepa-
ration of the collection. The publications of young historians are available
in printed and electronic form with open access at the UL Repository.

Ginta Ieva Bikse
UL Institute of Latvian History
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ABSTRACT

The author of the article considers the expressions of practiced commemorative tradi-
tions in the region of Ostergdtland in Central Sweden during the Viking Age. The com-
memorative traditions are characterized by runestones that stem from the pre-Christian
tradition, and gravestones that were introduced along with Christianity. These stone
monuments evince similarities and differences, yet their features seem to change within
the Viking Age. This points to transformations that can be expressed through social and
symbolic aspects within the commemorative traditions of the period.

Keywords: Ostergotland, Viking Age, runestones, gravestones, commemoration.

INTRODUCTION

The Viking Age (approx. 800-1050) left a substantial impact on the his-
tory of Europe, whereas in Scandinavia it gave rise to social, political, and
religious changes. The beginning of the consolidation and Christianization
of the emerging kingdom of Sweden was closely connected to the regions of
Central Sweden. One of these regions is Ostergétland, where these changes
are reflected in the runestones and gravestones of the time.
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The runestone tradition dated back to pre-Christian times, yet it became
more standardized in the Viking Age. The runestone in Jelling, erected by
Harald Blatand, is believed to be a sort of precedent that started the typical
runestone custom or trend (Crocker 2000, 183). The Middle Ages, however,
dissolved the tradition, as the runic alphabet became obsolete (Spurkland
2004, 342). The gravestones, also dubbed as early Christian grave mon-
uments (for discussion, see Ljung 20161a, 13), are introduced alongside
Christianity and linked to the 11" century (Hedvall 2003, 103). Although
they reached into the first decades of the 12 century,! as Romanesque art
expanded, the Viking Age traditions ceased (Gardell 1937, 88, 156).

Both runestones and gravestones are memorial monuments that com-
memorate the dead. Therefore, they are the expressions of practiced com-
memorative traditions. Ostergotland has one of the highest numbers of
known runestone finds (225 monuments) and the largest number of known
gravestone fragments in all of Sweden (346 fragments) (Timermane 2023,
216-220). The gravestones are a phenomenon of central Sweden, not found
elsewhere during the Viking Age. The shared, as well as differing charac-
teristics among runestones and gravestones reflect a complex landscape of
relations between people and their views.

So far, research has avoided exploring both monument types together.
The focus has largely been on runestones, and earlier sources did not
even distinguish gravestones as a separate runic monument category (for
example, Brate 1911-1918). Despite the abundance of runestone research,
the monument qualities frequently are not considered as a whole, whereas
gravestone research is still concerned with identifying and categorizing
the known monuments (Ljung 2016b; Hedvall, Menander 2009). The rela-
tionship between runestones and gravestones has not been explored deeply
in a social sense, therefore many questions still remain obscure.

It is unclear why two monument traditions existed in Viking Age
Ostergétland and how they coexisted. Through the interaction of social
and symbolic aspects, this article aims to describe how runestones and
gravestones reflect commemorative practices and the changes these prac-
tices have gone through in the Viking Age. Social commemoration relates
to status, achievements and other qualities gained throughout lifetime,
whereas symbolic commemoration is concerned with mental values and
beliefs of the afterlife. The relation of social and symbolic traits differs
amongst the groups, and can therefore provide an insight into the com-
memorative practices, the mentality, and the transformation thereof.

To describe this transformation and changes, the monuments need to
be evaluated and compared according to their main characteristics — their
placement in time and space, their texts, and their decorative ornamen-
tation. The information about the aforementioned 225 runestones and
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346 gravestone fragments is acquired from the available sources (Rundata;
Runor; Ljung 2016a; Brate 1911-1918) and certain conclusions can be
drawn from this material. The numerical data in this article is based on
the author’s master’s thesis, defended in 2023, for a detailed data analysis,
see Timermane 2023.

DISTRIBUTION IN TIME AND SPACE

In Ostergotland, runestones and gravestones were mostly contempo-
rary and existed within the same space, although in different environ-
ments. The monuments can mainly be dated according to stylistic qualities.
The stylistic groups (RAK-Pr4) were advanced by A. S. Graslund and are
based on traits in the zoomorphic ornament and their changes (Graslund
2006). The runestone prevalence was relatively short, which is common
for the Swedish regions (Sawyer 2000, 10). They predominantly appear
at the end of the 10" century and during the first half of the 11" century
(Fig. 1), subsiding soon after. The gravestones appeared around the same
time (Fig. 2), but the large number of undatable monuments precludes
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Figure 1. The chronological distribution of runestones based on the stylistic
groups by Graslund 2006 (developed by J. Timermane, based on Timermane
2023, 140)

1. attels. Rinakmenu hronologiskais izvietojums, balstoties uz Grdslund 2006
stilistiskajam grupam (Timermane 2023, 140)
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Figure 2. The chronological distribution of gravestones based on the stylistic
groups RAK-Pr4 (developed by J. Timermane, based on Timermane, 2023, 149)

2. attels. Kapakmenu hronologiskais izvietojums, balstoties uz stilistiskajam
grupam RAK-Pr4 (izstradajusi Justine Timermane, balstoties uz Timermane
2023, 149)

a clearer conclusion. Nevertheless, this does not prove that the gravestones
succeeded the runestones, apparently, they existed simultaneously.

The monument placement is a challenging task, since most runestones
and gravestones have been moved. B. Sawyer believes that the stones were
not moved across great distances and their distribution principally is still
valid (Sawyer 2000, 14). According to this principle, the monuments seem
to exist in the same area (Fig. 3), which has been the main area of habi-
tation then and now (Rundkvist 2011). The findspots for runestones and
gravestones rarely overlap, suggesting that, even if located in the same area,
they were used in different environments.

The gravestones are connected to churches and early Christian burial
sites, where they served as grave markers (Andrén 2000a, 8). Even though
only a few monuments have been found in-situ over graves (6 monuments),
the remaining (94.3%) have been located within a church or cemetery, or
can be connected to one (4%) (Timermane 2023, 151). Meanwhile, the rune-
stones have been found in diverse locations. The findspots do not claim
to be the original positions, although they might indicate the initial sites.

53% of the runestones in Ostergétland have been found around
the churches or walled therein. Whether this has been due to practical
or symbolic reasons, is still up to debate. There is no sufficient proof that
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Figure 3. Distribution of runestones (black) and gravestones (red) in
Ostergotland (Timermane 2023, 154)

3. attéls. Rinakmenu (melna krasa) un kapakmenu (sarkana krasa) izvietojums
Esterjétlandé (Timermane 2023, 154)

runestones have been placed near churches purposely. In Ostergétland and
nearby regions, the random placement in the church walls excludes an idea
of a deeper purpose (Wilson 1994, 137-138). If there is a meaning to it, that
is, nonetheless, connected to the secondary use of the monument.

Many runestones (32%) were found in diverse natural areas — near
streams, rivers, roads, bridges, on fields, and near pre-Christian burials
(Timermane 2023, 141). They might be connected to pre-Christian cult sites
(Hultgard 2008, 217), or to property boundaries (Zachrisson 2020, 85-86).
Before Christianity, the cult could be practiced at home (Brink 2013, 38-39).
That makes the runestones not only part of the family’s cult and commemo-
ration, but also a communication tool with a wider audience — to point at
a sacred site, declare a change of ownership, or mark a family’s property
(Price 2019, 26). This multifunctionality fits well with the Scandinavian
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pre-Christian belief tradition known as forn sidr (ancient custom), which
integrated beliefs into daily life, blurring the border between the profane
and sacred (Hultgard 2008, 212).

Such placement could point out that runestones had many social func-
tions alongside commemoration. The gravestones functioned only within
the church, showing that the cult has now shifted to a communal and
public holy place. The connection with graves also implies a reduction in
functions, suggesting that the choice to commemorate became less practical
and more symbolic.

THE RUNIC TEXTS AND THEIR MEANING

The runic text is the main uniting characteristic for both monument
groups. The texts are based on a memorial formula that could be expressed
as “X raised this stone in memory of Y, his relative”, X being the spon-
sor of the monument and Y being the deceased. The presence of this for-
mula allows us to speak of a fashion (Sawyer 2000, 10). The runestones in
Ostergotland hold to this formula, but a change occurs with the gravestones.
The fully transformed formula can be expressed as “X laid this stone over
Y, his relative”. Nevertheless, the use of the new wording is inconsistent
and the traditional runestone formula still prevails (Timermane 2023, 88).

The specified relations between the sponsor and the deceased might
represent inheritance customs (Sawyer 2000). If that is taken to be true,
then behind the runestones and gravestones stands a society with common
social customs; property was inherited along the male line, undivided, and
kept within the nuclear family. The inheritance function may not completely
apply to the gravestones, since they commemorate more women who could
inherit only if they had no male relatives (Sawyer 2000, 39). 27% of cases
commemorate women in comparison to 3.6% in runestones (Timermane
2023, 161-161, 174). It is doubtful that a woman’s social status changed so
quickly in the early stages of Christianization, hence, the increase in com-
memorations of women might indicate the dominance of memorial functions.

Alongside the standard commemorative formula, different sorts of infor-
mation can be added about the involved parties. Notably, the runestones
and gravestones in Ostergétland are quite uncommunicative, and it was
uncommon to include additional information purposefully. The runestones
have additional references, but not in abundance. The gravestones, on
the other hand, completely lack mentions of any sort of deeds, achieve-
ments, or status.

The stones bear inscriptions of uninvolved people (10 runestones), places
of origin and owned property (7 runestones), causes of death (14 runestones),
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occupation (3 runestones), titles of social or honourable status (28 runestones,
4 gravestones), and epithets (28 runestones, 8 gravestones) (Timermane
2023, 164-167, 174). Most of these inscriptions can be related to status,
deeds, and property, but some are obscure. Whether the titles reflect social
status or simply display personality traits is unclear (Goetting 2006) and it
is the same concerning epithets. The lack of additional information indicates
that any mentions of worldly connections were not deemed relevant.

A different case is the display of beliefs. There are only two runestones
that have texts that relate to pre-Christian beliefs (the R6k runestone Og 136
and the Ledberg runestone Og 181). The Ledberg stone has a spell, although
its use is unclear (MacLeod, Mees 2006, 145-146). The ROk runestone is
a wondrous example of pre-Christian knowledge and literary skill (Andrén
2006, 11). Meanwhile, both stones are exceptions and form no tendency.

Some runestone and gravestone texts convey Christian prayers. They
are uncommon but indicate Christian faith. The prayers among runestones
(13 cases) and gravestones (28 cases) are the same an