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ANOTACIJA

Promocijas darba meérkis ir analizét Spanijas pilsonu kara starptautisko
dimensiju, aplikojot salidzino$i nelielas valsts — Latvijas — un tas pilsonu nostaju
konflikta un ar to saistitajos starptautiskajos procesos. Darba, izmantojot plasu
arvalstu un Latvijas avotu un zinatniskas literattiras klastu, pétita pilsonu kara
starptautiska dimensija, jo ipasi Latvijas iesaiste starptautiskajas organizacijas,
kas risinaja Spanijas jautajumu, un neiejauks$anas politika, Latvijas un Spanijas
attiecibas konflikta laika, galvenas pilsonu kara atspogulo$anas tendences Latvijas
presé, ka ari brivpratigo no Latvijas daliba $aja kara. Secinats, ka ar norisém
Spanija saistitu jautajumu risina$ana un skaidro$ana ievérojami nodarbinaja
Latvijas arlietu resoru. Latvijas piemérs atspoguloja, ka arl nelielai, autoritarai
valstij faktiski nebija iespéjams pilniba istenot neiejauksanas politiku. Latvijas
pilsonu - Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibnieku - vervésana konstatéjama ievérojama
komunistiskas ideologijas un attiecigi ari PSRS ietekme. Vairakums konflikta
dalibnieku ar latvieSu no PSRS iesaisti Spanija un ari internéto nometnés
Francija apzinati apmaciti un ideologiski gatavoti talejosakiem PSRS mérkiem
Austrumeiropas regiona.

Atslegvardi: Neiejauk$anas komisija, internacionalas brigades, Latvijas un
Spanijas attiecibas, Karla Ulmana autoritarais rezims, brivpratigie no Latvijas
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VISPARIGS DARBA RAKSTUROJUMS

Témas aktualitate un pétijuma novitate

Nenoliedzami, Spanijas pilsonu kar$ bija viens no nozimigakajiem konflik-
tiem Eiropa starpkaru posma, ieziméjot Otraja pasaules kara ideologiski preté-
jas — karojo$as puses. lesaistoties ari arvalstniekiem, Spanija savstarpéji karoja
dazadas sabiedribas grupas, kas ticéja atSkirigiem valsts attistibas modeliem,
jo ipasi iespaidojoties no Eiropa popularam gan galéji kreisam, gan labéjam
ideologijam. Sis kars, lai ari bija loti vardarbigs, nereti romantizéts un veicinajis
plasi atpazistamu simbolu rasanos, pieméram, apziméjumu “piektd kolonna’,
vienu no pasaulé slavenakajiem pretkara makslas darbiem - Pablo Pikaso gleznu
“Gernika’, ka ari Dzordza Orvela antiutopisko dailradi, kuras sizetus ietekméjusi
autora personiga pieredze Spanijas pilsonu kara. Frankistiem uzvarot konflikta,
arvalstu spécigi ietekmeétais kar$ atstaja ilgtermina sekas Spanijas sabiedriba lidz
pat masdienam. Nemot véra, ka tas bija nezéligas Fransisko Franko diktatiiras
legitimizacijas fundaments propaganda, izplatot dazadus mitus un $kelot sabied-
ribu uzvarétajos un zaudétajos, Spanija izveidojusies daudzskautnaina uztvere
par notikuso.

Latvija starpkaru perioda ieklavas Eiropas diplomatiskaja sistéma un aktivi
iesaistijas Tautu Savienibas darbiba. Latvijas diplomatijas nozimigs sasniegums,
stiprinot valsts starptautisko prestizu un ietekmi, bija Latvijas arlietu minis-
tra Vilhelma Muntera ievéléSana Tautu Savienibas Padomes locekla amata
1936. gada oktobri - laika, kad Spanijas pilsonu kara jautajums ienéma ievéro-
jamu vietu starptautiskas politikas dienas kartiba. Attiecigi ari Latvijas augstas
amatpersonas bija iesaistitas konflikta starptautiskas dimensijas ierobezo$ana.

Spanijas pilsonu kar$ kluvis par vienu no Spanijas véstures visdetalizétak
pétitajiem jautdjumiem, izraisot asu vardu apmainu un nozimigus iebildumus
arl masdienu vésturnieku vida. Jautajums par Latvijas iesaisti konflikta starp-
tautiskaja dimensija arvien vairak ieinteresé ari spanu pétniekus, tomér avotu
specifikas dé] kvalitativu pétijumu veik$ana bez latviesu valodas zinasanam ir
grati izpildama. Nemot véra Spanijas pilsonu kara ietekmi uz 20. gs. Eiropas
vésturi, nozimigi aplakot Latvijas lomu un iesaisti konflikta ierobezo$ana, it
ipadi dalibu speciali Spanijas jautajuma risina$anai izveidotaja Neiejauksanas
komisija, tapat arl neiejauk$anas principu parkapumus gan ieroc¢u tirdzniecibas,
gan brivpratigo dalibas aspekta. Diktatora Karla Ulmana vaditas valsts nostajas
un praktiskas ricibas analize pilsonu kara konteksta lauj detalizétak raksturot
gan pa$u autoritaro rezimu, gan ta opoziciju un dalu droibas izaicinajumu,
ar kuriem Latvija saskaras isi pirms Otra pasaules kara, it ipasi nemot véra
Padomju Socialistisko Republiku Savienibas (turpmak PSRS) un nelegalas



Latvijas Komunistiskas partijas (turpmak LKP) lomu brivpratigo vervésana
un ziedojumu vaks$ana Spanijai. Minétie jautajumi, aplikojot kopuma Spanijas
konflikta starptautisko dimensiju, lidz §im pétiti vien fragmentari.

Nemot veéra, ka atseviskos gadijumos konstatéjams, ka dazi PSRS dzivojosie
latviesi un personas ar izcelsmi no Latvijas faktiski nebija zaudéjusas Latvijas
pilsonibu, promocijas darba ietvaros PSRS dzivojosie Spanijas pilsonu kara
dalibnieki aplikoti ka atseviska, $is valsts intereses parstavos$a grupa, nenemot
véra formalu pilsonibas jautajumu. Otraja grupa ieklaujas plasaku Latvijas
iedzivotaju migracijas procesu konteksta konstatéti un promocijas darba minéti
vairaki gadjjumi, kad konflikta jesaistijas arzemju pilsoniba pargajusi cilveki
vai personas bez pilsonibas, kuru izcelsme saistama ar Latviju. Savukart ka
brivpratigie no Latvijas atziméti tikai tie Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibnieki, par
kuriem lidz promocijas darba izstradei iegtita informacija neliecina, ka tie pie-
derétu kadai no minétajam divam grupam. Brivpratigo loka faktiski ieklautas ari
personas, kas ka Latvijas pilsoni rezidéja arvalstis (iznpemot PSRS). Attiecigajas
darba nodalas aplikota ari $o grupu savstarpéja mijiedarbiba. Kopuma daljjums
grupas ir dala no §1 pétijuma novitates un ir butisks, jo brivpratigo loka no
Latvijas nebutu ieklaujamas personas no PSRS, kas vistie$akaja méra saistamas
ar §is valsts politikas istenosanu.

Darba mérkis, uzdevumi un hronologiskas robeZas

Darba meérkis ir analizét Spanijas pilsonu kara starptautisko dimensiju,
aplikojot salidzinosi nelielas valsts — Latvijas — un tas pilsonu nostaju konflikta
un ar to saistitajos starptautiskajos procesos. Mérka sasnieg$anai izvirziti vairaki
uzdevumi, kas secigi veido darba pétnieciskas nodalas: 1) sniegt Spanijas pilsonu
kara starptautiskas dimensijas Isu raksturojumu; 2) analizét Latvijas oficialas
attiecibas ar Spaniju un nostaju Spanijas pilsonu kara; 3) raksturot galvenas
tendences Spanijas pilsonu kara atspogulojuma Latvija izdotaja presé latviesu
valoda konflikta laika; 4) analizét brivpratigo no Latvijas dalibu konflikta.

Darba hronologiskas robezas noteiktas, pamata nemot véra Spanijas pilsonu
kara izcelSanos 1936. gada 17. jalija un noslégumu 1939. gada 1. aprili, tomér
atseviskos jautdjumos, pieméram, raksturojot konflikta izcelSanos un Latvijas
un Spanijas attiecibas, sniegts iss ieskats senakos notikumos. Tapat isuma rak-
sturotas norises péc Spanijas pilsonu kara, aplikojot ta galvenos rezultatus un
atspogulojot diplomatisko attiecibu atjaunos$anu starp Latviju un Spaniju, ka ari
Latvijas varas iestazu attieksmi pret saviem pilsoniem - konflikta dalibniekiem.

Pétijuma izmantotie avoti

Nozimiga promocijas darba avotu dala ir nepublicétie avoti, kas glabajas
Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas Valsts véstures arhiva un Latvijas Valsts



arhiva, Latvijas Kara muzeja, Spanijas Centralas administracijas arhiva (Archivo
General de la Administracion), Spanijas Valsts véstures arhiva (Archivo Histérico
Nacional) un Apvienotas Karalistes Nacionalaja arhiva (The National Archives of
the United Kingdom). Tapat vértigi ir bijusi Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Personala
dokumentu valsts arhiva, Nujorkas Universitates Tamimenta bibliotékas un
Roberta F. Vagnera stradniecibas arhiva (Tamiment Library and Robert E
Wagner Labor Archives at New York University), Preilu véstures un lietiskas
makslas muzeja, Rakstniecibas un mizikas muzeja, ka ari privatpersonu, kon-
kréti Ritas Rudusas un Pitera Kroma, personigo arhivu materiali. [zmantotos
nepublicétos avotus var iedalit divas lielakas tematiskas grupas: 1) materiali par
Latvijas oficialajam attiecibam ar Spaniju un nostaju Spaniju pilsonu kara, 2) ar
Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibniekiem saistitie materiali, ka ari papildu kategorija,
kura ietilpst neliels apjoms citu viena vai otra grupa neieklaujamu avotu.

1) Materiali par Latvijas oficialajam attiecibam ar Spaniju un nostdju
Spaniju pilsonu kara. Nepublicétie avoti promocijas darba veidoja
nozimigako informativo bazi par Latvijas un Spanijas attiecibam kon-
flikta laika, ka ari Latvijas nostaju ar Spanijas pilsonu kara starptautisko
dimensiju saistitajos jautajumos. Izmantotos avotus var grupét sekojosi:
1) Latvijas, Lielbritanijas un Spanijas arlietu dienesta darbinieku zinoju-
mi, oficiala un ari privata sarakste; 2) Neiejauks$anas komisijas oficialie
dokumenti; 3) Neiejauksanas komisijas un Tautu Savienibas militaras
komisijas dienesta iesaistito Latvijas pilsonu zinojumi; 4) Latvijas sttna
Lielbritanija Karla Zarina dienasgramatas; 5) ligumu un citu dokumen-
tu noraksti, piezimes par ierocu tirdzniecibas jautajumu; 6) akciju sa-
biedribu “Celtne” un “Sils” dokumentacija, kas raksturo $o uznémumu
iesaisti iero¢u tirdzniecibas darijumos.

2) Ar Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibniekiem saistitie materiali. Par PSRS dzi-
vojosajiem konflikta dalibniekiem un citu valstu rezidentiem ar izcelsmi
no Latvijas teritorijas, ka arl brivpratigajiem no Latvijas saglabajusies
dazadi avoti, to skaita oficiali dokumenti, véstules, dienasgramatas,
atminas un pat fotografijas. Aplikojot $o avotu veidu, raksturigas
ipasibas un izcelsmi, értibas noluka tie turpmak grupéti ka 1) dazada
veida iestazu apkopotas personas lietas, ka arl Latvijas arlietu dienesta
darbinieku zinojumi un Politiskas parvaldes riciba eso$ie materiali;
2) pilsonu kara dalibnieku dienasgramatas un citi konflikta laika ra-
diti materiali; 3) Latvijas Padomju Socialistiskas Republikas (turpmak
LPSR) laika raditi materiali, to skaita atminas un manuskripti. Jaatzime,
ka konflikta dalibnieku sniegtas informacijas ticamiba bija atkariga no
vinu vélmes un motivacijas sniegt patiesu informaciju valsts iestadém
vai citam personam, turklat apstakli precizitates trakumam informacija
varéja but dazadi - politiskie uzskati, izglitibas limenis, spéja precizi
atceréties kadas norises, bailes no varas iestazu vai komunistiskajas



organizacijas iesaistito personu ricibas, arl nejausas kltdas. Turklat
atSkiribas, salidzinot dazadus materialus, it ipasi atminas, varéja but
ari tados jautajumos, kur konkrétajas situacijas grati rast motivaciju
apzinatai maldinasanai, pieméram, noradot iecelo$anas un izcelo$anas
datumus no Spanijas.

Ka promocijas darba izstradei nozimigakie materiali par Spanijas pilsonu
kara dalibniekiem izcelami Komunistiskas Internacionales Izpildu komitejas
Kadru dalas apkopotas personu lietas, tajas ietverot fotografijas, autobiografi-
jas, apmacibu dokumentus, dazada veida anketas, to starpa par vélmi iestaties
Spanijas Komunistiskaja partija (Partido Comunista de Espafia), Internacionalo
brigazu apliecibas, piezimes, citu konflikta dalibnieku raksturojumus, véstules
adresatiem Latvija un PSRS u. c. Sajas personu lietas ieklautie dokumenti lie-
lakoties raditi Spanijas pilsonu kara laika vai lidz 1941. gadam, kad dala bijuso
konflikta dalibnieku devas uz PSRS no internéto nometném. Tas tos padara
ipasi veértigus, laujot konstatét dazadu personu savstarpéjas attiecibas, pieredzi
Spanija, iesaisti konkrétas republikanu armijas vienibas un ari vairaku PSRS
dzivojoso personu dalibas raksturu konflikta. Tomér jaatzimé, ka konkrétas per-
sonu lietas lielakoties veidotas par komunistiem, tadé] materiali nebija vienlidz
bagatigi par visiem, dazos gadijumos ietverot vien nelielus, fragmentarus avotus.

Ipasi vertigas ir vairakas saglabajusas dienasgramatas, kas tapusas Spanija
pilsonu kara laika, pauzot autoru emocijas un piedzivoto konflikta ar nelielu
laika atstarpi. Nozimiba ipa$i izcelama kolektiva dienasgramata, ko rakstija
viena no lielakajam brivpratigo grupam no Latvijas. So personu vidil bija ari
vélak popularais padomju rakstnieks Zanis Griva, istaja varda Zanis Folmanis.

Promocijas darba mérka izpildei apliikoti vairaki publicétie avoti, to starpa
ietverot: 1) digitalizétus arhivu materialus; 2) dokumentu krajumus, to skaita
Krievijas Valsts militara arhiva (Rossijskij gosudarstvennyj voennyj arhiv) pub-
licétie izdevumi; 3) arvalstu autoru un personu ar izcelsmi no Latvijas atminas
un dienasgramatas; 4) periodisko izdevumu materialus. Digitalizétie arhivu
materiali aplakoti ka publicétie avoti, jo tie publiskoti faktiski izlases veida,
ne vienmeér pilniba atspogulojot visu materialu kopu, kas glabajas konkrétaja
arhiva. Konkréti apskatitas Internacionalo brigazu arhiva digitalizétas lietas un
vairaki Tautu Savienibas materiali.

Publicéto avotu, konkréti - digitalizéto arhivu materialu, vida izcelams
Internacionalo brigazu fonds, kas glabajas Krievijas Valsts socialpolitiskas
véstures arhiva (Rossijskij gosudarstvennyj arhiv social'no-politicheskoj istorii).
Promocijas darba ietvaros ta materiali, to starpa anketas, autobiografijas, briv-
pratigo saraksti, zinojumi, laikrakstu numuri, dazadu izdevumu melnraksti u. c.,
bija loti noderigi, lai konstatétu LPSR laika izdotajos materialos neieklauto per-
sonu iesaisti konflikta vai papildinatu informaciju par brivpratigajiem no Latvijas
un konkrétam militarajam vienibam. Jaatzimé ari vairaki trakumi un nianses,
kas radijusi parpratumus un neprecizitates arl arvalstu pétijumos, pieméram,



Internacionalo brigazu arhiva atrodama informacija par PSRS komandétajam
personam, ta¢u $os cilvékus automatiski nebutu japienem ka brivpratigos.
Sevigki lidz 1936. gada beigam un 1937. gada sakumam Internacionalo bri-
gazu arhivs bija haotisks un nepilnigs, nereti iztrukstot detalizétai informacijai
par pirmajiem arvalstu konflikta dalibniekiem, turklat ari vélakos posmos
dokumenti ir fragmentari. Ne mazak batiski, ka konstatéjamas problémas ar
arvalstnieku korektu uzskatijumu. Pirmkart, ne vienmér arzemnieki véléjusies
nosaukt isto vardu, otrkart, veidojot dokumentus par konflikta dalibniekiem, to
sagatavotajiem biezi trukusi skaidriba, ka precizi definét kadas personas tautibu
vai rakstit vardu un uzvardu.

Ka galvenie avoti periodika izmantota, analizéjot Spanijas pilsonu kara
atspogulojuma tendences Latvija izdotaja presé latviesu valoda konflikta laika.
Batiska uzmaniba pievérsta tiesi starptautiskajam zinam tris lielakajos dienas
laikrakstos: “Jaunakas Zinas”, “Briva Zeme” un “Rits”. Nemot véra komunistisko
partiju nozimigo lomu brivpratigo vervésana dalibai konflikta republikanu pusé,
aplukots arl nelegali iznakusais LKP galvenais periodiskais izdevums “Cina” un
Latvijas Darba jaunatnes savienibas galvenais laikraksts “Briva Jaunatne”

Pétijuma struktiira un metodes

Promocijas darbs sastav no ¢etram nodalam, un tam ir Cetri pielikumi.
Pirmaja nodala, nemot véra ari padzilinatas informacijas, it ipasi jaunako
véstures zinatnes atzinu, trikumu par konfliktu latviesu valoda, sniegts iss
Spanijas pilsonu kara starptautiskas dimensijas raksturojums, analizéjot kara
izcelsanas iemeslus, galvenas militaras norises, starptautisko reakciju un kara
sekas. Pirmas nodalas ietvaros uzmaniba pievérsta ari personam, kas dazadu
apstaklu dél nebija Latvijas pilsoni, bet kuru izcelsme bija saistita ar Latviju, un
PSRS militarajiem padomniekiem, ka ari komandétajam personam.

Starptautiskais stavoklis republikaniem vienmér bija nelabvéligs, jo lielai
dalai Eiropas valstu vaditaju trtika izpratnes par galéji labéjo ideologiju vardar-
bigo raksturu, bet bija loti skaidrs un izteikti negativs prieksstats par radikalam
kreisajam ideologijam. Rezultata viens no Spanijas pilsonu kara atslégas mir-
kliem bija demokratisko valstu atteik$anas sniegt atbalstu Spanijas oficialajai
valdibai, kamér Italijas un Vacijas militarais atbalsts sniedza iz$kiroSu nozimi
E Franko uzvara. Francijas un Lielbritanijas vadiba izstradata vieno$anas par
neiejauksanos, kam pievienojas gandriz visas Eiropas valstis, un no tas izrietosas
Neiejauksanas komisijas darbiba bija ne tikai acimredzami neveiksmiga politika,
bet arl galéji iecietiga pret tas atklatu neievéroSanu, un visa sistéma faktiski
radija labveéligus apstaklus E Franko uzvarai kara. Spanijas pilsonu kar$ kluva
par izteiktu Vacijas un PSRS militaras tehnikas un karadarbibas taktiku izme-
ginajuma lauku. Tie$i demokratisko kaiminvalstu nevélésanas atbalstit Spanijas



Republiku neglabjami stiprinaja PSRS un komunistu ietekmes pieaugumu tas
iek$politika.

PSRS atbalsts republikaniem bija nozimigs karadarbibas uzturésana, tacu
Josifa Stalina terora ierauta valsts nesniedza pietiekami stabilu un apjomigu
ieguldijjumu, lai Spanijas Republika spétu gat izskiro$u uzvaru. Starptautisko
ierocu tirgotaju, PSRS un Meksikas nodrosinatie dazada veida un kvalitates kara
materiali visa konflikta laika valsti ienaca nepietiekama daudzuma. Savukart
PSRS nodrosinatie militarie padomnieki un personals, lai ari daudzreiz spéja
sniegt noderigus ieteikumus, tomér nebija vienmér prasmigi un zinosi, saskaras
ar komunikacijas problémam sve$a valsti, nereti nespéja kvalitativi novértét
situaciju un paraléli centas stiprinat savas parstavéetas valsts ietekmi.

Komunistiskajai Internacionalei, kas bija PSRS arpolitikas instruments, bija
nozimiga loma arvalstu iedzivotaju mobilizé$ana par labu Spanijas Republikai.
Vienlaicigi jauzsver, ka ne vienmér tie bija komunistisko partiju noradijumi, kas
motivéja arvalstniekus sniegt atbalstu, jo, pieméram, republikanu pusé jau no
pirmajam konflikta dienam karoja vairaki desmiti arzemnieku, kuriem vél pirms
Internacionalo brigazu izveides sakuma pievienojas vél citi. Ari ne visas ziedo-
jumu vaks$anas kampanas un republikanu atbalsta organizaciju izveide bija tiesi
saistama ar PSRS un komunistisko partiju darbibu, tacu to plaSumu veicinaja
komunistu aktiva un publiska darbiba par labu republikaniem. Komunistiskas
Internacionales izveidotais plasais ietekmes tikls palidzéja komunistiskajam
partijam savstarpéji sadarboties, lai nogadatu Spanija lielu dalu Internacionalo
brigazu un ari citu Spanijas Republikas armijas vienibu arzemju karotaju,
vairakumam, tac¢u ne visiem arvalstniekiem parstavot dazadas komunistiskas
organizacijas. Turpmaku véstures notikumu konteksta bija nozimigi, ka, it ipasi
Austrumeiropas valstu griezuma, komunistisko partiju papildu mérki Spanijas
pilsonu kara bija stiprinat to biedru pieredzi partijas nakotnes uzdevumiem.

Republikanu pusé karojosajam personam Spanijas pilsonu kar§ kluva
par spécigu identitates sastavdalu. So personu liktenis gan demokratiskajas
valstis, gan PSRS dazreiz bija lidzigs - §1 biografijas fakta dé] noklastot varas
iestazu uzraudziba, bet citreiz at$kiras, transnacionalas darbibas pieredzes dél
komunismu atbalstosajas valstis ienemot ietekmigus amatus. Daudzi arvalstu
brivpratigie republikanu pusé saskatija tadu ideju atbalsti$anu, kas iestajas par
demokratiju, labakiem darba apstakliem, vérsas pret antisemitismu un daudzam
netaisnibam sabiedriba, nereti izeju redzot un maldigi nonakot PSRS un tas
ietekmé esoSo komunistisko organizaciju utopijas un ilaiziju gasta.

Otraja nodala aplukotas Latvijas oficialas attiecibas un nostaja Spanijas
pilsonu kara, izpétot Latvijas dalibu Neiejauk$anas komisija un Spanijas jauta-
juma izskati$ana Tautu Savieniba, neiejauksanas politikas parkapumus Latvija
iero¢u tirdzniecibas jautajuma, Latvijas pilsonu iesaisti Neiejauk$anas komisijas
un Tautu Savienibas militaras komisijas dienesta. Tapat pétita abu valstu dip-
lomatisko un konsularo parstavniecibu darbiba, ka ari politiski ekonomiskas
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attiecibas konflikta laika un diplomatisko attiecibu veido$ana ar F. Franko
valdibu Spanijas pilsonu kara nosléguma. Nodala atspogulo Latvija pienemtos,
ar konflikta jerobezosanu saistitos léemumus un to izpildi, iznemot brivpratigo
dalibas jautajuma, kas apjoma dé] ietverts atseviska nodala.

Iespéjams, tie$i Latvijas sitna Londona K. Zarina laikietilpiga darbiba
Neiejauks$anas komisija palidzéja stiprinat sutna poziciju Lielbritanija, lai péc
Latvijas okupacijas butu iespéjams aktivs darbs neatkarigas Latvijas idejas
uzturésana. Neiejauksanas politikas isteno$ana Spanijas pilsonu kara konteksta
Latvijai bija likumsakariga, lidzigi ari Lielbritanijas un ari Francijas politikas
atbalstisana, tai skaita redzot, ka Neiejauksanas komisijas darba bija lieli trakumi
un ka Tautu Savieniba izvairijas no Spanijas jautajuma risinasanas. Latvijas poli-
tiki nebija ieintereséti veidot savu, pret Spanijas Republiku godigaku arpolitiku,
it 1pasi nemot véra ideologiskas pretrunas starp republikaniem un K. Ulmana
rezimu.

Latvijas arlietu dienesta darbinieki un citu ministriju augsti ierédni vairak-
kart pauda uzskatus, ka Latvijai tas politiskaja un ekonomiska situacija nav
aktuali un iespéjami parkapumi, to skaita kara materialu eksportésana, tomeér
diezgan ticams, ka ierocu tirdznieciba Spanijai caur Latviju notika tris veidos:
1) valsts iestadém pardodot vecus krajumus; 2) Latvijas uzpémumiem iesais-
toties arvalstu spekulacijas; 3) tranzita. Visos tris gadijumos varétu minét, ka
teorétiski ka gala sanéméjs visbiezak nebija noradita Spanija, tomér, nemot véra
spanu, it ipasdi republikanu, izmisigos centienus iegadaties ierocus, gandriz neie-
spéjami neiedomaties, kur $ie materiali, jo seviski veci krajumi, varétu nonakt.
Ta ka Latvijas veco krajumu pardosana notika slepeniba, visticamak, Latvijas
politiki tomér bija iztélojusies potencialo galamérki. Vairaku Latvijas arlietu
dienesta darbinieku skaidrojumi Latvijas un Igaunijas vecu krajumu likvidacijas
konteksta liecina, ka Arlietu ministrija un, iespéjams, ari citur pastavéja dalits
skatfjums, par svarigu atzistot tie$i paaugstinato iespéjamibu parkapéjus piekert
lidz ar Neiejauk$anas komisijas istenoto sauszemes robezu un jiras novéro$anu.
Soljjums neiejaukties konflikta, neeksportéjot un nepiegadajot Spanijai un tas
teritorijam kara materialus, bija mazak butisks, bet Latvija $aja gadijuma nebija
iznémums, drizak neiejauksanas politikas dubultmorales kartéjais piemeérs.

Skiet, darfjumu pamanamibas aspekts bija atslégas faktors uznémumu “Sils”
un “Celtne” ierocu tirdzniecibas spekulacijas arvalsts, jo stingras nostajas un
iebildumu gadijuma abas akciju sabiedribas Latvijas Kreditbanka varéja parnemt
vismaz jau 1937. gada beigas vai 1938. gada sakuma, kad Latvijas amatperso-
nam bija zinams par darijumu ar pulvera iegadi Zviedrija. Batu nepiecie$ami
turpmaki pétijumi, vai konkrétie uznémumi deva kadus personigus labumus
kara ministram Janim Balodim, kuru saistjja ar “Sils’, vai citam K. Ulmana
rezima spilgtam personibam. Par kara materialu tranzitu, izmantojot Latvijas
infrastruktaru, Latvijas atbildiba bija mazaka neka abos paréjos veidos, tomér
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faktiski lidz ar dalibu Neiejauks$anas komisija valsts bija uznémusies saistibas,
bet nespéja nodrosinat kontroli ari $adam norisém.

Latvijas pilsonu darbs Neiejauk$anas komisijas sauszemes un jiras robezu
novéro$ana bija atkarigs no diviem savstarpéji saistitiem faktoriem: pirmkart,
karadarbibas attistibas Spanija; otrkart, Neiejauksanas komisijas léemumiem, kas
noteica gan darba intensitati, gan specifiku. Pieredze, ar kuru latvie$i daljjas,
apliecinadja novérosanas daudzos trakumus gan organizacija, gan personala
atlasé, resursu, to skaita darbinieku, izmantosana. Mazefektivais darbs rezultata
veicinaja prieksrocibas frankistu pusei, kam bija spécigs Italijas, Vacijas un
Portugales atbalsts. Ieguvumi no Latvijas pilsonu dienesta vairak saistami ar
informacijas nodrosinasanu arlietu dienestam un tiri individualu raksturu —
atalgojumu un pieredzi darba starptautiska vidé. Lidzigi tas bija Martina Jeskes
gadijuma, iesaistoties Tautu Savienibas militaraja komisija.

Spanijas pilsonu kara sakums bija tie$i jatams ari Riga, kur kadu laiku
uzturéjas gan republikanu, gan nemiernieku parstavji. Latvija un Spanijas
Republika, pat nemot véra daudzus sarezgijumus, turpinaja uzturét diplomatis-
kas attiecibas ari pilsonu kara apstaklos. Latvijas arlietu dienesta darbiniekiem
ipasi nesimpatizéja republikani un vinu ideali, par ko liecinaja, pieméram, vilci-
nasanas 1936. gada apstiprinat Spanijas jauno pilnvaroto lietvedi Riga un dazadi
ierobezojumi Spanijas sitna darbiba. Komunisma popularizé$anas darbibas
Latvijas konteksta bija cie$i saistitas ar PSRS teritorialajam interesém, tapéc $adu
materialu ierobezo$ana bija logiska un pamatota, bet liberalu un demokratisku
vertibu lieg$ana bija ciesi saistita ar K. Ulmana reZima autoritaro un ideologisko
raksturu.

Ipadi nozimigs atbalsta punkts Latvijas pilsonu aizstavibai Spanija bija
goda konsulats Barselona, kura darbibu péc goda konsula naves pilsonu kara
sakuma lidz mobilizacijai republikanu pusé turpinaja ta sekretars Huakins
Verniss i Bonets, kur§ labprat batu turpinajis darbu Latvijas interesés, ka ari
atjaunojis goda konsulata darbibu péc Spanijas pilsonu kara beigam, tomér to
liedza Otra pasaules kara sakums. Sekretara izteikta vélme izvairities no mobi-
lizacijas, iespéjams, bija saistama ari ar simpatiju trikumu pret republikaniem,
kas varéja but nozimigs aspekts vina atbrivo$ana no ieslodzijuma péc frankistu
uzvaras.

Spanijas pilsonu kara laika bija méginajumi stiprinat Latvijas un Spanijas
ekonomiskas attiecibas, tomér Latvijas politikiem traka izlémibas. Ari kara
norises apgritinaja kadu potencialu saimniecisku ligumu noslégsanu. Vairakam
Eiropas valstim veicot tirdzniecibas agentu apmainu ar frankistiem Spanijas
pilsonu kara nosléguma, Latvijai bija iespéja sekot $adam paraugam. Tomér
arpolitikas veidotaji izIéma nogaidit F. Franko valdibas atzi$anu, kam diez vai
bija kadi ideologiski iemesli vai vélme lidz pédéjam atbalstit republikanu ceri-
bas, drizak tas bija izpratnes trikums, lai veiktu saimnieciski izdevigas izvéles.
Ar vilcinasanos izmantot potencialu attistit ekonomiskos sakarus ar frankistiem,
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kad to jau darija citas regiona valstis, Latvijas politiki palaida garam iespéju kaut
neilgu laiku attistit tirdzniecibu ar Spaniju ari péc E. Franko uzvaras. Frankistiem
aktivak intereséja sadarbiba ar Latviju pirms kara beigam, bet péc ta atbildes
pienaca ievérojami 1énak. Péc Otra pasaules kara sakuma lidz Latvijas okupacijai
Latvijas un Spanijas attiecibu attistiba nenotika, to nespéja ietekmét ne Latvijas
sttnis Parizé Olgerds Grosvalds, ko F. Franko valdiba ta ari neakreditéja, ne no
jauna Riga atvérta Spanijas sttnieciba.

Tresa nodala ataino galvenas tendences Spanijas pilsonu kara atspogulo-
juma Latvija izdotaja presé latviesu valoda konflikta laika. Nemot véra, ka visu
sabiedribai oficiali pieejamo presi kontroléja K. Ulmana rezims, ta ideologija
ietekméja ari svesvalodas izdotos laikrakstus, tadé]l galvenas tendences presé
kopuma bija lidzigas. Nodala sniegts ieskats Latvijas sabiedribai pieejamaja
informacija - gan oficiali izdoto laikrakstu satura, gan ar nelegalas komunistis-
kas partijas saistito izdevumu narativa.

Latvijas sabiedribai presé bija pieejama plasa, tomér nereti vienpusiga
informacija par norisém Spanija. Aplikojot galvenas tendences Spanijas pilsonu
kara atspogulojuma lielakajos Latvijas dienas laikrakstos, konstatéjami vairaki
atskirigi posmi: 1) konflikta sakumposms, kura trika precizas informacijas un
skaidribas karojo$o pusu raksturosana (1936. gada vasara); 2) nemierniekiem
domingjosi labvéliga raksturojuma posms (1936. gada rudens - 1937. gada
nogale); 3) objektivaks saturs par norisém Spanijas pilsonu kara (1938. gada
sakums - 1939. gada marts). Visticamak, nozimigas parmainas konflikta rak-
sturojuma ieviesa Preses likuma izstrade un ta pienemsana 1938. gada februari,
tadeéjadi liedzot Latvijas diplomatiskajam attiecibam nelabvéligu, neparbauditu
zinu publicé$anu. Laika posma no konflikta izcel$anas lidz 1937. gada nogalei
par Spanijas pilsonu karu medijos vérojamas gan viltus zinas, gan spilgti, lidz
galam neparbaudami aculiecinieku stasti par republikanu istenoto vardarbibu,
kamér frankistu nezéliba nereti attaisnota. Jauzsver, ka presei $adu frankistiem
labvéligu narativu nebija iespé&jams uzturét bez Latvijas varas iestazu akcepta.
Turklat konkreétu specifisku jédzienu izmanto$ana un to vienlaiciga maina visos
tris aplukotajos dienas laikrakstos radija prieksstatu par saskanotu ricibu.

Ari “Jaunako Zinu” preses korespondentu reportazu snieg$ana no Latvijas
oficiali neatzitas, nemiernieku kontrolétas teritorijas radija labvéligus apstaklus
attiecigas puses propagandas talakai tirazé$anai. Turklat, ta ka Oto Zeltin$ pub-
liskajas lekcijas bija atzinis frankistu cenziiras ietekmi un dazreiz vina un Georga
Timusgkas reportazu no Spanijas informacija nesaskanéja, Latvijas sabiedriba
varéja uzzinat, ka presé publicétas zinas varéja but nepatiesas, kas, iespéjams,
palidzéja veicinat objektivakas informacijas publicé$anu no 1938. gada sakuma.
Tomer jasecina, ka atsevigki frankistu propagandas véstijumi ka simboli guva
popularitati Latvijas iedzivotaju vida, pieméram, narativs par “Alkazara varo-
niem”. Kopuma gan abu Latvijas preses korespondentu reportazas, gan pirmajos
divos posmos publicéta informacija Spanijas pilsonu kara kauju un abu pusu

13



apstaklu pétnieciba ka avots ir izmantojama loti piesardzigi, turklat tikai kontek-
sta un rapiga salidzinajuma ar jaunakajiem historiografijas pétijumiem.

Faktiski Latvija bija vérojama abam karojo$ajam pusém labvéliga propa-
ganda, jo nelegalaja komunistiskaja presé tika atbalstita PSRS nostaja Spanijas
pilsonu kara un tirazétas tas propagandas nostadnes par labu republikaniem.
Ari nemot véra, ka nelegalo laikrakstu parmetumi oficialajai presei par nemier-
niekiem labvéligu narativu vismaz lidz 1937. gada beigam bija vieta, tomér PSRS
ietekmei paklautos LKP un Latvijas Darba jaunatnes savienibas drukatos izde-
vumus nekada gadijuma nevaréja uzskatit par objektivu informacijas iegisanas
vietu par aktualajam norisém Spanija. Nelegalajos kreisajos laikrakstos bija
pieejama oficialaja presé nokluséta, valdibai nelabvéliga informacija par Latvijas
Kara ministrijas Apgades parvaldes iesaisti iero¢u tirdzniecibas darjjumos, tomér
ta bija loti fragmentara un ietvéra ari citas baumas bez pietiekami parliecino-
$iem pieradjjumiem. Nelegalas komunistiskas organizacijas Latvija izmantoja
Spanijas pilsonu karu un valdibas istenoto neiejauksanas politiku argumentacija,
kas grava Latvijas valstiskumu. Tomér jauzsver, ka nelegalajai presei bija neliela
tiraza un ta sasniedza loti ierobezotu auditoriju, tadé] vairakums sabiedribas
savus prieksstatus par konfliktu veidoja, balstoties oficialas preses sniegtaja
informacija. Promocijas darba apjoma ierobezojumu un bagatiga informativa
preses materialu klasta dé] konflikta detalizéts atspogulojums, tai skaita arvalstis
izdotajos laikrakstos latvie$u valoda un citas valodas izdotaja presé Latvija, butu
aplikojams padzilinati atseviska pétijuma.

Ceturtaja nodala analizéta brivpratigo no Latvijas daliba konflikta. Pétita
$o personu motivacija un noklasanas iespéjas Spanija, ka ari dalibas raksturs un
briva laika pavadiSanas iespéjas, to skaita ideologiska audzinasana. Nemot véra
Eiropas valstu istenoto neiejauksanas politiku, aplikota ari brivpratigo izklasana
no Spanijas un lielakas grupas ikdiena internéto nometnés Francija, raksturojot
Latvijas varas iestazu attieksmi pret bijusajiem pilsonu kara dalibniekiem.

Spanijas pilsonu kara brivpratigie no Latvijas visbiezak piedalijas ideolo-
gisku motivu dé] - vairakums bija Latvijas vai arvalstu komunistisko partiju
vaj to satelitorganizaciju biedri, ka ari dazadu komunistisko uzskatu atbalstitaji.
Nemot véra augo$o antisemitismu Eiropa, konstatéjama augsta Latvijas pil-
sonu — ebreju iesaiste $aja karad. Kopuma salidzinosi lielaja — vairak neka 80
personu — daliba konflikta lielakie nopelni bija komunistiskajam organizacijam.
Tas veicinaja brivpratigo piedali$anos kara un, izmantojot pieredzi operét arpus
likuma, sniedza atbalstu finan$u un logistikas jautadjumos. Daudzus Latvijas pil-
sonus neatturéja ari Ministru kabineta 1937. gada februari pienemtais aizliegums
piedalities kara, lielakajai brivpratigo plusmai uz Spaniju pastavot 1937. gada
vida. Jauzsver, ka komunisti no Latvijas uzskatija, ka daliba pilsonu kara Spanija
ir solis pretl rezima mainai Latvija. Ideologisku motivu dé] konflikta piedalijas
ari viens frankistu atbalstitajs, tomér $is gadijums nebija samérojams ar Latvijas
pilsonu skaitu republikanu pusé.
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Brivpratigajiem no Latvijas piedaloties konflikta lielakas grupas vai indi-
viduali dazadas Internacionalo brigazu, citas republikinu armijas vienibas
un sniedzot sanitaro palidzibu, bija iespéja atrasties daudznacionala vidé un
apmainities ar dazadam idejam, gistot pieredzi starptautiska darbiba sarezgitos
apstaklos, arl pastavot savstarpéjam nesaskanam gan starp dazadam tautibam,
gan arl starp brivpratigajiem no Latvijas. Spanija bija vérojama apzinata un
meérktieciga komunistu gatavo$ana nakotnes uzdevumiem Latvija, politizétas
vides veido$ana un komunistiskas parliecibas stiprinasana, PSRS doktrinu un
tradiciju apguvé iesaistoties gan brivpratigajiem no Latvijas, gan jo ipasi kon-
taktus veidojot un lémumus ietekméjot ari no PSRS atbraukusajiem latvie$iem.
Visintensivak no PSRS atbrauku$o latvieSu ietekme uz brivpratigajiem no
Latvijas vérojama péc arvalstnieku atsauk$anas no frontes Spanija un internéto
nometnés Francija, organizéjot dazadas ikdienas norises, komunismu un PSRS
popularizéjosus pasakumus. Salidzinot ar LPSR apzinati veidoto narativu par
latvieSiem Spanijas pilsonu kara, jaatzimé, ka konflikta dalibnieki bija tadi pasi
cilvéki - personas ar labam un sliktam ipasibam, fiziskam nepiecieSamibam,
atkaribam un ambicijam, ka rezultata nereti Spanija tika risinatas savstarpéjas
attiecibas, atspogulojot neiecietibu pret citadajiem un komunisma idealiem
neatbilstosam personam.

Latvijas varas iestazu attiecksme pret personam, par kuru dalibu Spanijas
pilsonu kara republikanu pusé $im iestadém bija informacija, lielakoties bija
izteikti negativa. Arl nemot véra, ka vairakuma gadijumu konflikta dalibnieki
faktiski ari bija pilniba nonakusi PSRS ideologijas ietekmé, lielakoties K. Ulmana
autoritara rezima iestades, balstoties uz pienémumiem un bez ripigiem piera-
dijumiem un pamatojumiem atsakot izdot personu apliecino$us dokumentus,
rikojas nelikumigi. Sada riciba stiprinaja Latvijas neatkaribai nelojalu personu
ideologisko parliecibu un turpmaku atbalstu PSRS péc Latvijas okupacijas.

Pielikumos apkopota informacija, kas izmantota nodalu izstradé. Pirmaja
pielikuma pievienoti saraksti ar Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibnieku republikanu
pusé Isam biografiskam zinam, ietverot 1) PSRS latvieSus un personas no PSRS
ar izcelsmi no Latvijas, 2) personas no PSRS, kas varbutéji piedalijusas konflikta,
un, iesp&jams, ir ar izcelsmi no Latvijas teritorijas, 3) arzemju, iznemot PSRS,
latvie$us un personas ar izcelsmi no Latvijas un 4) Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibnie-
kus no Latvijas. Tapat sniegtas sas zinas par Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibnieku no
Latvijas frankistu pusé. Otraja pielikuma ierocu tirdzniecibas konteksta apkopots
darijumu apjoms starp pardevéju — Latvijas Kara ministrijas Apgades parvaldi,
un pircégju - Aleksandra Klagina uzpémumu “Etablissements A. Klaguine”
Tresaja pielikuma atspogulota Latvijas — Spanijas aréjas tirdzniecibas bilance
no 1936. gada lidz 1939. gada augustam. Ceturtaja pielikuma apkopoti dati par
lielako dienas laikrakstu latviesu valoda saturu par Spanijas pilsonu karu.

Promocijas darba, raksturojot Spanijas pilsonu kara norisi, ta starptautisko
dimensiju un dazadu procesu savstarpéjo saistibu, izmantotas tadas véstures
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zinatné lietotas metodes ka vésturiska (genétiska), salidzino$a, struktaru - sis-
tému metode un aprakstosa statistika. Sniedzot ieskatu Latvijas lielako dienas
laikrakstu satura par konfliktu, izmantota kvalitativa kontentanalize. Nemot véra
informacijas daudzumu, Spanijas pilsonu kara norisém nonakot arvalstu zinu
sagatavotaju aktiva uzmanibas redzesloka nejausas izlases veida aplakots viens
“Brivas Zemes’, “Jaunako Zinu” un “Rita” numurs katru meénesi no 1936. gada
17. julija lidz 1939. gada marta beigam, kad jau bija skaidra F. Franko uzvara
kara. Izmantojot deduktivo pieeju, atzimétas tadas kategorijas ka rakstu skaits
par Spanijas pilsonu karu numura, raksta autors, nosaukums, atrasanas vieta
laikraksta, karojo$o pusu apziméjumi, un aplikots, vai publicétaja teksta ieklauta
informacija par kadas puses nezéligumu, ar to izprotot vardarbibu pret civilie-
dzivotajiem, ka arl nesamérigu un sistematisku izrékinasanos ar pretiniekiem.
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GALVENIE SECINAJUMI

Spanijas pilsonu kar$ jau no pirmsakumiem nebija un nevaréja bat izoléts
konflikts vienas valsts ietvaros. Eiropas un ari citu pasaules valstu ricibai bija
tieSa ietekme uz karadarbibas ilgumu un attistibu. Vairakos pagrieziena punktos
arvalstu atbalsts bija izskiro$s, pieméram, Vacijas un Italijas atbalsts ta sauktas
Afrikas armijas parcel3ana uz Pireneju pussalu, kas ievérojami palidzéja nemier-
niekiem vai PSRS lémums sniegt militaro atbalstu, kas faktiski paildzinaja karu.
Norises Spanija atspogulojusas ari starptautiskas politikas nozimigumu un
nepiecieSsamibu vérsties pret agresoriem, kas var slépties arl aiz propagandas
saukliem un centieniem atjaunot kadu “vésturisku taisnigumu”. Spanijas pilsonu
kar$ paradija, ka demokratija, neieguldot resursus tas aizstaviba, mtsdienas cina
pret nezélibu var zaudét, radot labvéligus apstaklus turpmaku konfliktu attistibai.

Nozimiga loma pilsonu kara attistiba bija starptautiskajam viedoklim par
norisém Spanija. Konflikts atainoja ari moderno tehnologiju iespéjas un drau-
dus komunikacija, plasi tirazéjot talak neparbauditas zinas un propagandas vés-
tljumus. Pirmajas kara dienas pasa Spanija truka skaidribas par norisém, tadé]
mediju iesp&ju un globalizacijas arvien lielaka ietekmé $ads véstijjums nonaca
ari citur pasaulé. Padzilinatu zina$anu un izpratnes trikums par Spanijas vésturi
un tas izaicinajumiem veicinaja dazadu pienémumu un analogiju piemérosanu
par Spanijas Republiku, tas kreisumu, kas negativi ietekméja ari pasaules
demokratisko lielvalstu lideru viedokli, veicinot ilgstosu uzticibu nemiernieku
konservativakiem meérktiecigas propagandas narativiem un vienlaicigi izteikti
nezéligas frankistu ricibas ignoréSanu.

Eiropas valstu istenota neiejauksanas politika Spanijas pilsonu kara, liedzot
Spanijas Republikai iespéju likumiga cela iegadaties ierocus, bija starptautiskas
drosibas politikas dzilas krizes raditajs. Lai arl $is politikas meérkis bija izvai-
risanas no plasaka konflikta Eiropa, faktiski ta ne tikai radija labveéligus aps-
taklus F. Franko uzvarai, bet ari stiprinaja Adolfa Hitlera un Benito Musolini
starptautisko ietekmi. Lidzigi citam Eiropas valstim, pietiekami nenovértéjot
ilgtermina drosibas riskus, Latvija mérktiecigi ieklavas $aja lielvalstu piedavataja
sistéma, jo Ipasi arlietu ministram V. Munteram pildot augsto Tautu Savienibas
Padomes locekla amatu. Latvijas arlietu dienestam sakotnéji pienemot, ka
Latvijai neiejauk$anas parkapumi nav aktuali un Neiejauksanas komisija véloties
ienemt vien marginalu lomu, ar konfliktu saistiti jautajumi panéma ievérojamus
Latvijas arlietu dienesta resursus. Turklat, lai ari faktiski Latvijas parstavjiem
nebija butiskas ietekmes neiejauks$anas politikas veido$ana, tas parstavji bija
noderigi lielvalstim, jo ipasi Lielbritanijai, palidzot sasniegt to mérkus un Istenot
pienemtos lémumus.

Neiejauksanas politikas konteksta Latvijas politiku darbiba drizak vértéjama
negativi, lai gan lidzigas tendences vérojamas ari citas Baltijas jiras regiona un
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Eiropas valstis kopuma. Ar Latvijas pieméra palidzibu konstatéjams, ka faktiski
ari neliela autoritara valsts gan nevéléjas, gan nespéja nodro$inat neiejauk$anas
principu ievéroSanu. Viens no sarezgitakajiem jautajumiem saistits ar ierocu
tirdzniecibu Spanijai pretéji aizliegumam to darit. Faktiski Latvijas valsts ies-
tades izmantoja starptautisko situaciju, lai izdevigi pardotu novecojusus kara
materialus un iegtu resursus jaunai tehnikai, tomér darijumu slepenibas,
dazadu starptautiski iesaistito aktoru un operaciju transnacionala rakstura dé]
bijis sarezgiti rekonstruét Sos procesus. Turklat konstatéjams, ka dazadi ierocu
tirdzniecibas darfjjumi norisinajas ari tranzita un ar Latvijas uznémumu iesaisti,
ko varas iestades ilgstosi toleréja. Jaatzimé, ka attiecigu nori$u apturésana gal-
vena nozime bija to pamanamibas negativai ietekmei uz Latvijas starptautisko
prestizu, nevis neiejauksanas vieno$anas principialai ievérosanai. Attiecigi $ados
apstaklos, vienlaicigi pastavot loti selektivai uz Spaniju kugojo$o transporta
lidzeklu kontrolei un ierobezotiem mehanismiem jebkadu parkapéju apture-
$anai, Latvijas pilsonu iesaiste Neiejauksanas komisijas sauszemes robezas un
juras novérosana vértéjama ka bezmérkiga. Praktiski §i darba ieguvumi ierau-
gami vien konkréto personu atalgojuma un individualas, starptautiskas darbibas
pieredzes limeni.

Konflikta laika Latvijai, tapat ka vairakumam Eiropas valstu, bija diploma-
tiskas attiecibas tikai ar Spanijas Republiku, tomér bija konstatéjama Latvijas
arlietu dienesta nelabvéliga attieksme pret republikaniem un to satni Riga, kas
lidz ar neiejauks$anas politiku liedza iespéjas kara laika stiprinat Latvijas un
Spanijas Republikas attiecibas. Faktiski, nemot véra ari K. Ulmana rezima ideo-
logiju, Latvijas laikrakstos no 1936. gada rudens lidz pat jauna Preses likuma
izstradei bija vérojama frankistu propagandas tirazéSana un republikaniem
nelabveligs narativs. Turklat, lai gan ari oficialaja presé bija vérojami parmetumi
par konflikta nori$u nekorektu, tendenciozu atspogulosanu, frankistu propagan-
das narativiem konflikta sakumposma bija liela ietekme uz Latvijas sabiedribas
izpratni par Spanijas pilsonu karu, ko, pieméram, izteikti atspoguloja stasti par
“Alkazara varonien’, kas latvie$u vida kluva par atpazistamu simbolu cina pret
komunismu Otra pasaules kara laika.

Ari nemot véra sakotnéji nemierniekiem labvéligos viedoklus oficialaja
presé, nav izdevies konstatét K. Ulmana rezima praktisku atbalstu frankistiem
kara laika. Jasecina, ka Latvijas valdiba neizmantoja ari saimnieciski izdevigas
iespéjas attistit tirdzniecibas sakarus ar F. Franko valdibu, kad Spanijas pilsonu
kara nosléguma to jau darija citas regiona valstis. Faktiski péc konflikta diploma-
tiskas attiecibas ar Spaniju valdibu izdevas atjaunot vien Isi pirms Otra pasaules
kara sakuma, tam nespéjot butiski attistities lidz karadarbibas sakumam Eiropa
un turpmakas Baltijas jaras blokades dél.

Spanijas pilsonu kara laika republikaniem izmisigi mekléjot resursus karam
un civiliedzivotaju ikdienas pamatvajadzibu nodro$inasanai, Spanijas Republikas
sttnieciba Riga kluva par Latvija tobrid nelielu nelegalo politisko partiju, jo ipasi
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komunistisko organizaciju, atbalsta punktu, neskatoties uz Latvijas varas iestazu
stingro kontroli pret dazadam politiskam norisém. Savukart komunistisko orga-
nizaciju izgatavota nelegala prese ieklavas Komunistiskas Internacionales un
attiecigi PSRS kopéja politika, vispirms aicinot vakt ziedojumus republikaniem,
bet vélak jau censoties veicinat brivpratigo dalibu kara.

Aplikojot brivpratigo dalibu no Latvijas Spanijas pilsonu kara, saskatamas
daudzas lidzibas ar citam Eiropas, jo ipasi ar Centralas Eiropas un Austrum-
eiropas, valstim. Pirmkart, dominéjosi jakonstaté brivpratigo iesaiste kara
republikanu pusé. Izdevies iegit informaciju tikai par vienu frankistu atbalsti-
taju no Latvijas. Otrkart, novérojama liela komunistisko organizaciju ietekme
arzemju pilsonu kara dalibnieku vervé$ana un praktiska atbalsta noklasanai
Spanija. Treskart, dala konflikta dalibnieku rezidéja arvalstis ka ekonomiskie vai
politiskie emigranti autoritara rezima dél. Ceturtkart, konstatéjama aktiva ebreju
daliba - no Latvijas pat neproporcionali augsta iedzivotaju etniskajam sasta-
vam - aptuveni viena tre$dala brivpratigo -, nemot véra augoso antisemitismu
Eiropa. Piektkart, konflikta piedalijas ari personas bez politiskas piederibas.
Sestkart, pretéji LPSR narativam brivpratigo vida bija ari alkoholiki, avantiristi,
dezertieri un personas ar noziedzigu pagatni.

Jaatzimé arvalstis dzivojoso K. Ulmana rezima politisko emigrantu un
personu ar izcelsmi no Latvijas atbalsts brivpratigajiem, kuri véléjas noklat
Spanija, un konflikta dalibniekiem. Ipadi akcentéjamas Parizé un ASV dzi-
vojosas komunistiski noskanotas grupas. Konstatéjams arl agrako Latvijas
Socialdemokratiskas stradnieku partijas biedru sniegtais atbalsts un interese par
Spanija nokluvusajiem Latvijas pilsoniem.

Arvalstu brivpratigo daliba Spanijas pilsonu kara republikanu pusé misdie-
nas tiek aplakota ari ka pret galéji labéjam ideologijam vérsts transnacionalas
pretosanas piemérs. Rietumvalstu gadijuma vieglak So jédzienu attiecinat ari
uz galéji kreiso idealu atbalstitajiem, bet Austrumeiropas konteksta obligati
janem véra komunistisko organizaciju motivi, pildot talejosakus PSRS mérkus,
konkréti — robezu parskatiS$anu regiona. Apliakotie ta laika avoti liek iebilst
skatjumam, ka brivpratigie no Latvijas butu izcelami ka demokratisku vértibu
aizstavetaji, drizak lielakoties vini vértéjami ka PSRS ideologijas un politikas
atbalstitaji, pat instrumenti. Turklat nelegalas komunistiskas organizacijas
Latvija izmantoja Spanijas pilsonu karu un valdibas istenoto neiejauksanas poli-
tiku valstiskumu graujosa narativa. Tomeér nav izsledzama iespéja, ka atseviski
bezpartejiskie vai citu politisko uzskatu parstavji ka brivpratigie konflikta varéja
bat noskanoti par demokratiskas iekartas atjauno$anu neatkariga Latvija.

Komunistiski noskanoto brivpratigo no Latvijas daliba Spanijas pilsonu kara
vérojama PSRS motivacija stiprinat So cilvéku politiskos uzskatus, ka ari pieredzi
daudznacionala vidé un dazada rakstura kaujas, to skaita pilsétvidé. Neveidojot
vienotu lielaku vienibu, izcelama ari vélme saudzét kadrus no Latvijas turpma-
kiem PSRS politiskiem mérkiem. Konstatéjama nozimiga komunikacija Spanija
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starp PSRS komandétajam personam, kas integréjas republikanu armija ka
“brivpratigie’, saglabajot sazinas iespéjas ar PSRS, un konflikta dalibniekiem no
Latvijas. Saja komunikacija bitiska loma bija dzilakai Latvijas pilsonu indok-
trinacijai komunisma un parliecibas stiprinasana par labu PSRS propagandai,
kas izteikti vérojams vélak sarezgitos ikdienas apstaklos un norobezota vidé —
internéto nometnés Francija. Jaatzimé, ka ne visi paklavas sistematiskam PSRS
parstavju darbam, tomér $adu personu bija mazakums. Turklat, it ipasi Spanija,
Internacionalo brigazu dalibnieki, to skaitad no Latvijas, tika ierauti komunistu
cina pret “iekséjiem ienaidniekiem” un “trockistiem” - attiecigi bija paklauti

Péc Spanijas pilsonu kara beigam Latvijas varas iestazu attieksme pret
tas pilsoniem - bijusajiem konflikta dalibniekiem, kuri informéja par iesaisti
atbalsta snieg$ana republikaniem, lielakoties bija negativa. Turklat nereti ari bez
nopietniem, uz faktiem balstitiem pieradijumiem varas iestades liedza Latvijas
pilsoniem atgriezties majas. Sada riciba atainoja ari autoritara rezima nevélésa-
nos respektét Latvijas likumus un starptautiskus principus pilsonu aizsardziba,
ka arl varas izmanto$anu patvaliga veida, lai arl neatbildéts paliek jautajums,
vai komunistiski noskanotos brivpratigos varétu noskanot par labu Latvijas
neatkaribas idejas uzturé$anai. Vienlaicigi konstatéjams, ka attieksme bija pozi-
tivaka pret tiem republikanu atbalstitdjiem, kuriem izdevas maldinat Latvijas
amatpersonas par uzturé$anas apstakliem arvalstis.

Spanijas pilsonu kara laika PSRS norisinajas terors, kura cieta arl vairaki
republikanu armijas militarie padomnieki ar izcelsmi no Latvijas. Attiecigi
izdzivojusie un veselie konflikta dalibnieki, to skaita tie, kas devas uz PSRS no
internéto nometném Francija, kluva par vértigiem, pieredzes bagatiem Otra
pasaules kara dalibniekiem un padomju politikas atbalstitajiem LPSR. Jaatzimeé,
ka brivpratigo biografiju izpéte biitu turpinama, it ipasi nemot véra potenciali
privatpersonu arhivos joprojam glabatos materialus. Ari promocijas darba
ieklautie Spanijas pilsonu kara dalibnieku saraksti nebutu jauztver ka pilnigi,
jo ipasi nemot véra Internacionalo brigazu arhiva fragmentaro un haotisko
raksturu ta izveides sakumposma. Vienlaicigi ikvienas personas pievieno$ana
batu javérté kritiski, aplikojot avotos balstitus pieradijumus, ka ari uzdodot
jautdjumus par dalibas veidu, specifisku vienibu, laika posmu, saistibu ar
Latviju. Nemot véra, ka vairaki brivpratigie jau Spanija centas apzinat konflikta
dalibniekus no Latvijas, jaizprot, kadé] attiecigas personas nav citur pieminétas,
pieméram, slépusas savu identitati, maldinajusi par izcelsmes valsti u. tml.

Jakonstaté, ka Latvija Spanijas pilsonu kara starptautiskaja dimensija bija
iesaistita Joti plasi un konflikta atskanas, it ipasi presé, bija jutamas ari ikdiena,
lai ari kopuma valsts loma dazados ar karu saistitos procesos bija neliela. Lielaka
loma bija PSRS padomniekiem ar izcelsmi no Latvijas, jo $§is personas faktiski
ietekméja Spanijas politiku viedokli un varéja mainit kara attistibu. Tomér kon-
flikta dalibnieki no PSRS ir ciesi saistami ar §is valsts politiku, bet ne Latviju.
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Spanijas pilsonu kara konteksta ipasi jauzsver Komunistiskas Internacionales
un attiecigi PSRS plasa ietekme, izmantojot dazadus solijjumus un propagandas
sauklus, iesaistit svesu valstu pilsonus savu mérku izpildei. Janem véra ne tikai
komunistisko organizaciju biedru daliba konflikta, bet arl ziedojumu vaksana
un savstarpéja sadarbiba, turklat nereti sarezgitos apstaklos censoties izvairities
no vietéjo varas iestazu pretdarbibam. Kar§ Spanija atspoguloja PSRS spéju
plasumu, kas vértéjams ka loti nozimigs raditajs Latvijas geopolitiskaja situacija
un ne tikai Auksta kara, bet arl masdienu Krievijas — ka PSRS mantinieces -
starptautisku operaciju pieredzes konteksta.
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ANNOTATION

The aim of the doctoral thesis is to analyse the international dimension
of the Spanish Civil War by focusing on the reaction of Latvia and its citizens
to the conflict, and the related international processes. Using a wide range
of foreign and Latvian sources and scientific literature, the author examines
Latvias involvement in international organizations that were engaged with
the Spanish question, the policy of non-intervention, relations between Latvia
and Spain during the conflict, the main trends in the coverage of the civil war
in Latvian press, as well as the participation of Latvian volunteers in the conflict.
The dissertation offers a conclusion that the issues related to the Spanish Civil
War acquired significant resources from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Latvia. The case study of Latvia highlights that even a small, authoritarian state
could not fully implement the policy of non-intervention. Communist ideology
and, accordingly, the USSR had a considerable influence on the recruitment
of Latvian citizens - participants of the Spanish Civil War. In Spain and
the internment camps in France, most Latvian volunteers, with the involvement
of Latvians from the USSR, were deliberately trained and ideologically prepared
for more far-reaching goals of the USSR in the Eastern European region.

Keywords: Non-Intervention Committee, International Brigades, Latvian -
Spanish relations, Karlis Ulmanis’ regime, volunteers from Latvia
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

Relevance and Research Novelty

Undeniably, the Spanish Civil War was one of the most significant conflicts
in Europe in the interwar period, marking the future ideological opposites of
the Second World War. With the involvement of foreigners, the fight took place
between various groups of Spanish society, who believed in different national-
development models, influenced by both far-left and right-wing ideologies that
were popular in Europe. This violent conflict has often been romanticized,
and it contributed to the emergence of widely recognized symbols, such as
the designation “fifth column”, one of the world’s most famous anti-war works
of art — Pablo Picasso’s painting “Guernica’, as well as George Orwell’s dystopian
work, whose plots were influenced by the author’s personal experience in
the Spanish Civil War. With the rebels winning the conflict, the heavily
foreign-influenced war has had long-term effects on Spanish society to this
day. In Francoist Spain, the conflict was engendered in the state’s foundation
of legitimation, thus, the propaganda spread various myths and divided society
into winners and losers, developing a multifaceted perception of the conflict in
Spain.

During the interwar period, Latvia became a part of European diplomatic
system and was actively involved in the work of the League of Nations. An
important achievement of Latvian diplomacy, strengthening the country’s
international prestige and influence, was the election of Latvian Foreign
Minister Vilhelms Munters as the member of the Council of the League of
Nations in October 1936, when the question of the Spanish Civil War occupied
a prominent place on the agenda of international politics. Accordingly, Latvian
politicians took part in limiting the international dimension of the conflict.

The Spanish Civil War is amongst the most thoroughly researched topics
in Spanish history, causing significant dispute among the contemporary
historians. The question of Latvia’s involvement in the international dimension
of the conflict is of an increasing interest to Spanish researchers, however, due
to the specifics of the sources, it is difficult to carry out comprehensive research
without Latvian language proficiency. Considering the impact of the Spanish
Civil War on the European history of the 20" century, it is important to review
Latvia’s role and involvement in the containment efforts, especially participation
in the Non-Intervention Committee, created to resolve the Spanish issue, as well
as violations of the principles of non-intervention both in terms of volunteer
participation and arms trade committed by Latvia. The analysis of the position
and actual steps taken by the state led by the dictator Karlis Ulmanis in the context
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of the civil war enables a more detailed description of the authoritarian regime
itself and its opposition, as well as some of the security challenges that Latvia
faced shortly before the Second World War, especially considering the role of
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (hereinafter the USSR) and the illegal Latvian
Communist Party (hereinafter LCP) in recruiting volunteers and collecting
donations for Spain. Before the current doctoral thesis, the aforementioned
questions concerning Latvia from the perspective of the international dimension
of the Spanish conflict have been studied only fragmentarily.

Bearing in mind that some Latvians living in the USSR and persons of
Latvian origin did not actually lose their Latvian citizenship, in the doctoral
thesis, the participants of the Spanish Civil War living in the USSR are analysed
as a separate group representing the interests of the USSR, omitting the formal
issue of citizenship. In the context of broader migration processes of Latvian
residents, the author of doctoral thesis identifies the second group of conflict
participants that includes people with foreign citizenship or persons without
citizenship (except of the USSR), whose origins are linked to Latvia. Based on
a thorough research of sources obtained for the development of the doctoral
thesis, the author considers only those participants of the Spanish Civil War
who do not belong to other two groups as the volunteers from Latvia. This third
group includes the Latvian citizens who resided in foreign countries (except in
the USSR). The interaction of these groups is described in the respective chapters
of the thesis. Overall, the division into groups is a part of the novelty offered by
this study, and is essential to the understanding of the issue, because the group
of volunteers from Latvia should not include the persons from the USSR, who
are most directly associated with the implementation of Soviet foreign policy.

Aim, Tasks and Chronological Boundaries

The aim of the thesis is to analyse the international dimension of the Spanish
Civil War by focusing on the reaction of Latvia and its citizens to the conflict,
and the related international processes. To achieve this goal, several tasks
have been set, which successively form the chapters of the work: 1) providing
a brief description of the international dimension of the Spanish Civil War;
2) analysing the official relations of Latvia with Spain, and the country’s
position in the Spanish Civil War; 3) describing the main trends in the coverage
of the Spanish Civil War in the Latvian-language press published in Latvia
during the conflict; 4) analysing the participation of volunteers from Latvia in
the conflict.

The research chronologically encompasses the period from the outbreak of
the Spanish Civil War on 17 July 1936, to its conclusion on 1 April 1939, however,
regarding certain issues, for example, describing the onset of the conflict and
the relations between Latvia and Spain, a brief insight into previous events is
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provided. The developments after the Spanish Civil War are briefly characterised,
looking at the main outcomes and reflecting the restoration of diplomatic
relations between Latvia and Spain, as well as the attitude of the Latvian
authorities towards its citizens — participants in the conflict.

Sources Used in Research

Significant part of the sources used in the doctoral thesis consists of
unpublished materials stored in the Latvian National Archives, particularly
Latvian State Historical Archive and Latvian State Archives, as well as Spanish
General Archive of the Administration (Archivo General de la Administracion),
Spanish National Historical Archives (Archivo Histérico Nacional) and
the National Archives of the United Kingdom. State Archives of Personnel Files
of the Latvian National Archives, the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner
Labor Archives at New York University, Preili Museum of History and Applied
Arts, Latvian Museum of Literature and Writing likewise have provided
valuable sources. Furthermore, the thesis draws upon the personal archives
of Rita Rudusa and Peter Crome. The unpublished sources can be divided
into two major thematic groups: 1) the materials pertaining to Latvia’s official
relations with Spain and Latvia’s position regarding the conflict; 2) the materials
concerning the Spanish Civil War participants. An additional, limited category
includes materials that cannot be incorporated into either of the two previously
defined groups.

1) Materials pertaining to Latvia’s official relations with Spain and Latvia’s
position regarding the conflict. These unpublished sources used in
the doctoral thesis provided the most valuable information regarding
the relations between Latvia and Spain during the conflict, as well as
Latvia’s position on issues related to the international dimension of
the Spanish Civil War. The employed sources can be categorized, as
follows: 1) reports, official and private correspondence written by
foreign service employees of Latvia, Great Britain and Spain; 2) official
documents of the Non-Intervention Committee; 3) reports written by
the Latvian citizens employed by the International Board for Non-
Intervention in Spain and the Military Commission of the League of
Nations; 4) the diaries written by the Latvian envoy to Great Britain
Karlis Zarins; 5) copies of contracts and other documents, notes on
the issue of arms trade; 6) documentation of joint-stock companies
“Celtne” and “Sils”, describing the involvement of these companies in
arms trade transactions.

2) Materials concerning the Spanish Civil War participants. Various sou-
rces, including official documents, letters, diaries, memoirs and even
photographs, have been preserved, which are relevant to the conflict
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participants living in the USSR and the residents of other countries
originating from the territory of Latvia, as well as volunteers from
Latvia. Pursuant to the type, characteristics and origin of these sources,
they are further grouped as 1) personal files collected by different types
of institutions, as well as reports created by Latvian foreign service
employees and materials at the disposal of the Political Administration;
2) diaries written by civil war participants and other materials created
during the conflict; 3) materials created during the Latvian Soviet
Socialist Republic (hereinafter Latvian SSR), including memoirs and
manuscripts. It should be noted that the reliability of the information
provided by the conflict participants depended on their desire and
motivation to provide true information to the state authorities or other
persons, and the reasons for the lack of accuracy in the information
could be different - political views, level of education, ability to accura-
tely remember certain events, fear of the authorities or peers involved
in communist organizations, as well as accidental mistakes. In addition,
differences when comparing sources, especially memoirs, arise also in
the matters where it is difficult to find any motivation for deliberate
deception, for example, indicating the dates of entry or exit from Spain.

The most important materials on Latvians participating in the Spanish Civil
War were personal files created by the Executive Committee of the Communist
International. They included photos, autobiographies, training documents,
diverse types of questionnaires, including one to join the Spanish Communist
Party (Partido Comunista de Esparia), certificates of the International Brigades,
notes, descriptions of other participants in the conflict, letters to addressees in
Latvia and the USSR, etc. The documents included in the personal files were
mostly created during the Spanish Civil War or until 1941, when some of
the former participants of the conflict arrived in the USSR from the internment
camps in France. This consideration renders these materials especially valuable,
as they enable establishing the mutual relations of various persons, their
experience in Spain, involvement in specific units of the Republican Army,
and also the nature of the involvement of several persons living in the USSR.
However, personal files were mostly compiled concerning communists, thus,
the materials were not equally diverse and voluminous, in some cases including
only small, fragmentary notes.

Of particular value are several diaries written in Spain during the conflict,
expressing the authors’ emotions and experiences during the war with a brief
time gap. The collective diary written by one of the largest groups of Latvian
volunteers is particularly noteworthy. This group included Zanis Griva, whose
real name was Zanis Folmanis, and who was to become a popular Soviet writer.

Several published sources were used in the thesis, including: 1) digitized
archival materials; 2) collections of documents, including publications released
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by the Russian State Military Archives (Rossijskij gosudarstvennyj voennyj arhiv);
3) memoirs and diaries of foreign authors and persons originating from Latvia;
4) periodicals. Digitized archival materials are regarded as published sources,
since they are made public, although not invariably reflecting the complete set
of materials stored in the archives in full. As such were considered digitized
files of the International Brigades and several materials created by the League
of Nations.

The especially valuable materials of the International Brigades Fund, which
is stored in the Russian State Archives of Social and Political History (Rossijskij
gosudarstvennyj arhiv social'no-politicheskoj istorii), contain questionnaires,
autobiographies, lists of volunteers, reports, issues of newspapers, drafts of
various publications, etc. These sources were especially useful for establishing
the involvement of Spanish Civil War participants that were not included in
the published materials during the Latvian SSR, or adding information about
volunteers from Latvia and specific military units. However, several shortcomings
and nuances that have caused misunderstandings and inaccuracies in foreign
studies should be noted, for example, the information about the persons
commanded by the USSR, which can be found in the materials, however, these
individuals should not automatically be accepted as volunteers. Especially until
the end of 1936 and the beginning of 1937, the archives of the International
Brigades were chaotic and incomplete, often lacking detailed information about
first foreign volunteers, and in the later stages, the documents in some cases
are just as fragmentary. It is no less important to note that a correct perception
and identification of foreigners is impaired. First of all, foreigners did not
always give their real name, secondly, when creating documents on conflict
participants, their authors often lacked clarity on how to accurately define
a person’s nationality, or spell their first and last name.

Periodicals were used as the main source in analysing the trends in
the coverage of the Spanish Civil War in the Latvian-language press during
the conflict. Particular focus is cast upon international news contained in
the three largest daily newspapers “Jaunakas Zinas”, “Briva Zeme” and “Rits”
Recognising the significant role of communist parties in recruiting volunteers
for the International Brigades, the main periodical of the LCP “Cina” and
the main newspaper of the Latvian Labor Youth Union “Briva Jaunatne’, both
illegally published, have also been examined.

Structure of the Study and Methods

The thesis consists of four chapters and has four appendices. In the first
chapter, considering the lack of in-depth information, especially the latest
findings in historiography concerning the conflict in Latvian language, a brief
description of the international dimension of the Spanish Civil War is provided,
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analysing the reasons for the outbreak of the war, the main military developments,
the international reaction, and the consequences of the war. Within the first
chapter, attention is also paid to persons who, due to various circumstances,
were not citizens of Latvia, but whose origin was related to Latvia, and to
the military advisors and Spanish Civil War participants from the USSR.

The international situation was invariably unfavourable for the Republicans,
because a large part of the European leaders lacked an understanding of
the violent nature of extreme right-wing ideologies, whilst having a perceptibly
clear and distinctly negative image of radical left-wing ideologies. As a result, one
of the key moments of the Spanish Civil War was the refusal of the democracies
to support the official Spanish government, while the military support of Italy
and Germany was crucial to Franco’s victory. The Non-Intervention Agreement
drawn up under the leadership of France and Great Britain, joined by almost all
European countries, and the action of the Non-Intervention Commission that
resulted from it, was not only a clearly unsuccessful policy, but also extremely
tolerant of open disregard thereof, and the entire system created favourable
conditions for the victory of Franco. The Spanish Civil War became a testing
ground for German and Soviet military equipment and warfare tactics. It was
the reluctance of democratic neighbouring countries to support the Spanish
Republic that inevitably strengthened the rise of the influence of the USSR and
the communists in its domestic politics.

The USSR’s support for the Republicans was important in sustaining the war,
but the USSR, caught up in the terror of Joseph Stalin, did not make a sufficient-
ly stable and large contribution to the Spanish Republic to achieve a decisive
victory. War materials of diverse types and quality, provided by international
arms dealers, the USSR, and Mexico, entered the country in insufficient quan-
tities throughout the conflict. Even if military advisors and personnel provided
by the USSR were frequently able to provide useful recommendations, they were
not always sufficiently skilled and faced communication problems in a foreign
country, furthermore, they were often unable to assess the situation appropri-
ately, and at the same time tried to strengthen the influence of the country they
represented.

The Communist International, which was an instrument of the USSR’s foreign
policy, had a key role in mobilizing foreign citizens in support of the Spanish
Republic. Simultaneously, it should be emphasized that the instructions of
the communist parties were not invariably the factor that motivated foreigners
to provide support, — for example, dozens of foreigners fought on the Republican
side from the first days of the conflict and were joined by others even before
the creation of the International Brigades. Furthermore, not all the fund-raising
campaigns and the establishment of Republican support organizations were
related to the activities of the USSR and the communist parties, however, their
vastness was facilitated by the public activity of the communists in favour of
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the Republicans. The extensive network of influence created by the Communist
International helped the communist parties cooperate with each other to bring
to Spain many foreign fighters of the International Brigades and other units of
the Republican Army. Most of these foreigners, but not all of them, represented
various communist organizations. In the context of subsequent historical events,
it was significant that, especially in Eastern European countries, additional
goals of the communist parties in the Spanish Civil War were to reenforce
the experience of their members for commitment to the future tasks of the party.

To those fighting on the Republican side, the Spanish Civil War became
a powerful part of their identity. The fate of these persons in both democratic
countries and the USSR was similar at times — due to this fact of their biogra-
phy, they were often supervised by the authorities. In other cases, as a conse-
quence of their experience of transnational activity, they occupied influential
positions in the countries supporting communism. Many foreign volunteers
in the Republican cause perceived the ideas that stood for democracy, better
working conditions, opposition to anti-Semitism and many injustices in society,
frequently seeing in these considerations a way out, and mistakenly falling prey
to the utopias and illusions of the USSR and the communist organizations.

The second chapter focuses on Latvias official relations and position in
the Spanish Civil War, examining Latvia’s participation in the Non-Intervention
Committee and the consideration of the Spanish issue at the League of Nations,
as well as violations of the non-intervention policy in Latvia, particularly
regarding arms trade. The chapter also describes the involvement of Latvian
citizens in the service of the International Board for Non-Intervention in
Spain and the Military Commission of the League of Nations. The activities of
the diplomatic and consular missions of both countries, as well as the political-
economiic relations during the conflict and the formation of diplomatic relations
with Franco’s government at the end of the Spanish Civil War are also studied.
The chapter provides a reflection upon the decisions made in Latvia related to
the conflict, and their implementation. Notably, a further analysis of Latvian
volunteers is included in a separate chapter due to its volume.

Perhaps it was the devoted and long-standing activity of the Latvian envoy in
London, K. Zarins, in the Non-Intervention Committee that helped to strengthen
the position of the envoy in Great Britain, so that active efforts in maintaining
the idea of an independent Latvia would be possible after the occupation of Latvia.
Implementation of the policy of non-intervention in the context of the Spanish
Civil War was logical for Latvia, similarly, supporting the policy of Great Britain
and France, even after perceiving the major flaws in the work of the Non-
Intervention Committee and the avoidance of the League of Nations to solve
the Spanish issue. Latvian politicians were not interested in creating a different
foreign policy, which was fairer to the Spanish Republic, especially taking into
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account the ideological contradictions between the Republicans and the regime
of K. Ulmanis.

The employees of the Latvian Foreign Service and high-ranking officials of
other ministries repeatedly expressed the opinion that in Latvia’s political and
economic situation any violations, including the export of war materials, were
impossible, however, it is quite likely that arms sales to Spain through Latvia took
place in three ways: 1) state institutions selling old stock; 2) Latvian companies
engaging in foreign speculations; 3) via transit. In all cases, it could be noted
that, theoretically, Spain was not indicated as the final recipient, however, in
view of the desperate efforts of Spain, particularly the Republicans, to purchase
weapons, it is almost impossible to avoid surmising the potential destination
of these materials, especially old stocks. Since the sale of Latvia’s old stocks
was implemented in secret, it is likely that Latvian politicians had envisaged
the potential destination. The explanations of several employees of the Latvian
Foreign Service in the context of the liquidation of Latvian and Estonian old
stocks reveal that there was a divided view in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and possibly elsewhere, recognizing the importance of the increased likelihood
of catching violators after the supervision scheme of Spain’s frontiers and coasts
was implemented by the Non-Intervention Committee. The agreement of non-
intervention to prohibit exporting or supplying war materials to Spain and its
territories was less important, but Latvia was not an exception, rather — another
example of the double standards prevailing in the non-intervention policy.

Apparently, the visibility aspect of the transactions was a key factor in
the arms trade speculations of the companies “Sils” and “Celtne” in foreign
countries, because in the event of a firm stance and objections, both joint-
stock companies could have been taken over by Latvijas Kreditbanka already
at the end of 1937 or in early 1938, when Latvian officials received information
about a transaction of powder from Sweden. Further research would be
necessary to establish whether the specific companies engendered any personal
benefits to the Minister of War Janis Balodis, who was associated with “Sils”, or
other prominent personalities of K. Ulmanis’ regime. Regarding transit, Latvia’s
responsibility was not as great as in other cases, however, with the participation
in the Non-Intervention Committee, the country had undertaken obligations,
whilst being unable to ensure their fulfilment.

The input of Latvian citizens in supervising Spain’s frontiers and coasts
depended on two interrelated factors: firstly, the development of war; secondly,
the decisions of the Non-Intervention Committee, which determined both
the intensity and specificity of daily tasks. The experience that the Latvians shared
confirmed many shortcomings of surveillance both in organization and personnel
selection, as well as in the use of resources, including employees. The ineffective
work resulted in an advantage for the Francoists, who received strong support
from Italy, Germany, and Portugal. The benefits of the Latvian citizens’ efforts in
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the supervision scheme can be seen as the exchange of information among these
Latvians and the Latvian Foreign Service. Moreover, these are purely individual
in nature for the employed, consisting of remuneration and experience in
working in an international environment. A comparable situation was observed
in the case of Martin$ Jeske, who was involved in the Military Commission of
the League of Nations.

The onset of the Spanish Civil War was directly felt in Riga, the temporary
residence of the representatives of both warring parties. Latvia and the Spanish
Republic, even considering many complications, continued to maintain
diplomatic relations during the civil war. The employees of the Latvian Foreign
Service did not particularly sympathize with the Republicans and their ideals,
as evidenced by, for example, the hesitation to approve Spain’s new chargé
daffaires in Riga in 1936 and various restrictions imposed on the activities of
the Spanish envoy. The promotion of communism within Latvia was closely
related to the territorial interests of the USSR, thus, the restriction of such
ideological materials was logical and justified, whilst the denial of liberal and
democratic values was closely related to the authoritarian and ideological nature
of K. Ulmanis’ regime.

The Latvian honorary consulate in Barcelona was an important support
centre for the defence of Latvian citizens in Spain. The activity of the hon-
orary consulate was continued after the demise of the honorary consul at
the beginning of the conflict until its secretary Joaquin Vernis y Bonet was
mobilized on the side of the Republicans. The secretary would have liked to
continue working in the interests of Latvia, as well as to renew the activity of
the honorary consulate after the end of the civil war, but this was prevented by
the beginning of the Second World War. The desire stated by the secretary to
avoid mobilization may also have been linked to his lack of sympathy toward
the Republicans, which may have been a crucial factor in his release from prison
after the Francoist victory.

During the conflict, there were attempts to strengthen economic relations
between Latvia and Spain, however, Latvian politicians lacked decisiveness.
The course of the war also hindered the agreement concerning potential
economic contracts. When several European countries exchanged trade
agents with the Francoists at the end of the Spanish Civil War, Latvia had
the opportunity to follow this example. However, the foreign policy makers
decided to wait for the recognition of Francos government, which hardly had
any ideological reasons or desire to support the Republican aspirations. Rather,
it was a lack of understanding to make economically beneficial choices. By
hesitating to use the potential to develop economic relations with the Francoists,
when other countries in the region were already underway, Latvian politicians
missed the opportunity to develop trade with Spain. The Francoists were more
actively interested in cooperation with Latvia before the end of the conflict,
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while subsequently the answers were given in a slow pace. After the beginning
of the Second World War, until the occupation of Latvia, further development
of relations between Latvia and Spain did not take place. Neither the Latvian
ambassador in Paris, Olgerds Grosvalds, who was not accredited by the Franco’s
government, nor the newly opened Spanish Embassy in Riga could facilitate
any progress.

The third chapter depicts the main trends in the coverage of the Spanish
Civil War in the Latvian-language press published in Latvia during the conflict.
Considering that all the press officially available to the public was controlled
by the regime of K. Ulmanis, its ideology influenced newspapers published in
Latvia in foreign languages, therefore the main trends in the press were similar.
The chapter provides an insight into the information available to Latvian
society — both the content of officially published newspapers and the narrative
of publications related to the illegal communist party.

Latvian society had access to extensive, but often one-sided and partisan
information on the developments in Spain. By analysing the main trends in
the coverage of the Spanish Civil War in the largest Latvian daily newspapers,
several stages can be identified: 1) the initial stage of the conflict, when
accurate information and clarity in the description of the warring parties was
lacking (summer of 1936); 2) a period of predominantly favourable narrative
for the rebels (autumn 1936 - late 1937); 3) more objective content about
the Spanish Civil War (beginning of 1938 — March 1939). Most likely, significant
changes in the narration of the conflict were introduced by the development
of the new Press Law and its adoption in February 1938, thus prohibiting
the publication of unverified news unfavourable to Latvia’s diplomatic relations.
In the period from the outbreak of the conflict to the end of 1937, the media
published both fake news and vivid, completely unverifiable eyewitness accounts
of the violence carried out by the Republicans, while the brutality of the rebels
was often justified. It should be emphasized that it was impossible for the press
to maintain such a favourable narrative for the rebels without the approval of
the Latvian authorities. In addition, the use of certain specific concepts and their
simultaneous change in all three daily newspapers under consideration created
the impression of coordinated actions.

The reportages written by “Jaunakas Zinas” press correspondents from
the territory controlled by the rebels, not officially recognized by Latvia, created
favourable conditions for the further circulation of the propaganda of the relevant
party. Moreover, since Oto Zeltin$ had acknowledged the influence of rebel
censorship in his public lectures, and sometimes the information between his
and Georgs Timuskas reports from Spain did not add up, the Latvian public
could learn that the news published in the press could be false, which probably
helped to promote the publication of more objective information from 1938.
However, it must be concluded that certain Francoist propaganda messages
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as symbols gained popularity among the population of Latvia, for example,
the narrative about the “Heroes of the Alcazar” In general, both the reportages
of the two Latvian press correspondents and the information published in
the first two stages mentioned above should be used as a source only within
context and in a careful comparison with the latest historiographical studies.

In fact, the propaganda materials favourable to both warring parties was
observed in Latvia, as the illegal communist press supported the position of
the USSR in the Spanish Civil War and circulated its propaganda in favour of
the Republicans. Even if the accusations of illegal newspapers against the official
press of upholding a narrative which was favourable to the rebels were accurate,
at least until the end of 1937 the printed editions of the LKP and the Latvian
Labor Youth Union could not be perceived as an objective source of information
concerning the developments in Spain, as they were under the influence of
the USSR. Illegal left-wing newspapers contained information that was unfa-
vourable to the government about the arms trade transactions, which were not
mentioned in the official press. However, the published articles were very frag-
mentary and included other rumours without sufficiently convincing evidence.
Illegal communist organizations in Latvia used the Spanish Civil War and
the policy of non-intervention implemented by the government in arguments
that undermined Latvian statehood. Furthermore, it should be emphasized
that the illegal press had a small circulation and reached an extremely limited
audience, therefore most of the public formed their ideas on the conflict based
on the information provided by the official press. Due to volume limitations of
the current paper, the detailed coverage of the conflict provided by the wide
range of press, including Latvian-language newspapers published abroad and
the press published in other languages in Latvia, could be examined in depth in
a separate study.

The fourth chapter offers an analysis of the participation of Latvian
volunteers in the conflict. The study comprises the motivation of these persons,
the ways and means of reaching Spain, as well as the nature of participation and
opportunities for spending their free time alongside their ideological upbringing.
Considering the policy of non-intervention implemented by European countries,
the departure of volunteers from Spain and the daily activities of a larger group
in internment camps in France are also examined, characterizing the attitude of
the Latvian authorities towards the former participants of the civil war.

Latvian volunteers most often became involved in the conflict due to
ideological motives — the majority were members of Latvian or foreign com-
munist parties or their satellite organizations, as well as supporters of various
communist views. Considering the growing anti-Semitism in Europe, a high
involvement of Jewish Latvian citizens can be observed. The greatest merit in
achieving the participation of more than 80 Latvian volunteers can be given
to the communist organizations. They encouraged volunteer participation in
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the conflict and, using their experience of operating outside the law, provided
financial and logistical support. Many Latvian citizens were not deterred by
the ban adopted by the Cabinet of Ministers in February 1937 to participate
in the war, as the largest flow of volunteers to Spain occurred in the middle
of 1937. It should be emphasized that the communists from Latvia believed
that participation in the Spanish Civil War was a step towards regime change
in Latvia. Due to ideological motives, one rebel supporter also participated
in the conflict, however, this case was not commensurate with the number of
Latvian citizens on the Republican side.

Latvian volunteers participated in the conflict in larger groups or individually
in various units of the International Brigades, as well as other units of
the Republican Army, as well as provided sanitary aid. They had the opportunity
to become immersed in a multinational environment and exchange different
ideas, gaining experience in international activities under difficult conditions, in
the presence of mutual disagreements both between different nationalities and
among Latvian volunteers. In Spain, a conscious and purposeful preparation
of communists for future tasks in Latvia took place, by creating a politicized
environment and strengthening communist beliefs with the involvement of
both Latvian volunteers in learning the doctrines and traditions of the USSR,
and, in particular, by Latvians from the USSR making contacts and influencing
the decisions of others. The most intense influence of Latvians who came from
the USSR upon Latvian volunteers can be observed after the withdrawal of
foreigners from the front in Spain and in internment camps in France, where
they organized various daily events, that promoted communism and the USSR.
In comparison with the deliberately created narrative of Latvian SSR about
Latvians in the Spanish Civil War, it should be noted that the participants
in the conflict were persons that were endowed with good and bad qualities,
physical needs, addictions and ambitions, as a result of which the mutual
relations were often tense, reflecting intolerance towards others and the persons
not perfectly conforming to communist ideals.

The prevailing attitude of Latvian authorities towards the persons whose
participation in the Spanish Civil War on the Republican side was known
was pronouncedly negative. Even if in most cases Latvian volunteers were
completely under the influence of the ideology of the USSR, the authorities of
the authoritarian regime of K. Ulmanis, mostly basing their views on assumptions,
refused to issue documents without thorough evidence and substantiation,
thus acting outside the law. This action reenforced the ideological conviction
of persons disloyal to Latvia’s independence and furthered their support of
the USSR after the occupation of Latvia.

The appendices contain the information used in the development of
the chapters. The first appendix includes the lists with brief biographical
information of the Spanish Civil War participants who fought on the Republican
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side, including 1) Latvians and persons from the USSR of Latvian origin;
2) persons from the USSR who may have participated in the conflict and may
have originated from the territory of Latvia; 3) foreign, except from the USSR,
Latvians and persons originating from Latvia; and 4) Spanish Civil War
participants from Latvia. Brief information is also given about a participant of
the Spanish Civil War from Latvia on the Francoist side. In the second appendix,
in the context of arms trade, transactions between the seller - the Supply
Department of the Ministry of War of Latvia, and the buyer - Alexandre
Klaguine’s company “Etablissements A. Klaguine” is summarized. The third
appendix reflects the Latvian - Spanish foreign trade balance from 1936 to
August 1939. The fourth appendix summarizes data on the content of the largest
Latvian-language daily newspapers about the Spanish Civil War.

For the purposes of describing the Spanish Civil War, its international
dimension and the interrelations of various processes, the following methods
of historical science were employed: the historical (genetic), comparative,
structure-systems method and descriptive statistics. Qualitative content analysis
was used to provide an insight into the content of the largest daily newspapers
in Latvia on the conflict. Due to the volume of information, one issue of “Briva
Zeme’, “Jaunakas Zinas” and “Rits” for every month from 17 July 1936, to
the end of March 1939, when E Franco’s victory in the war was already clearly
established, have been examined in a randomized way. Using the deductive
approach, such categories as the number of articles on the Spanish Civil War
in the issue, author, title, location in the newspaper, designations of the warring
parties have been noted, and it has been examined whether the published text
contains information about the cruelty of either warring side. The cruelty in
this context denotes violence against civilians and systematic brutality towards
opponents, as well as excessive, extensive bloodshed.
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MAIN CONCLUSIONS

From its very beginning, the Spanish Civil War was not and could not be
an isolated conflict within a single country. The actions of Europe and other
countries of the world had a direct impact on the duration and development
of the war. At several turning points, foreign support was decisive, such as
the support of Germany and Italy in the transfer of the so-called African Army
to the Iberian Peninsula, which greatly helped the rebels, or the decision of
the USSR to provide military support, which actually prolonged the war.
The events in Spain have also reflected the importance of international politics
and the need to address aggressors, who can also hide behind propaganda
slogans and efforts to restore some “historical justice” The Spanish Civil War
showed that democracy, without investing resources in its defence, can lose
even today in the fight against brutality, creating favourable conditions for
the development of future conflicts.

International opinion concerning the events in Spain had an important
role in the development of the Spanish Civil War. The conflict also illustrated
the opportunities and threats of modern technology in communication, with
the widespread circulation of unverified news and propaganda messages. In
the first days of the war, there was a lack of clarity about the developments in
Spain itself, therefore, under the increasing influence of media opportunities
and globalization, this message also reached other parts of the world. The lack
of in-depth knowledge and understanding of the history of Spain and its
challenges contributed to various assumptions and analogies about the Spanish
Republig, its leftism, which also negatively influenced the opinion of the leaders
of the world’s democratic powers, contributing to a long-term trust in the more
conservative narratives of targeted propaganda disseminated by the rebels, at
the same time ignoring the clearly brutal actions of the rebels.

The non-intervention policy implemented by European countries,
denying the Spanish Republic the opportunity to purchase weapons legally,
was an indicator of a deep crisis in international security policy. Although
the aim of this policy was to avoid a wider conflict in Europe, in fact it not
only created favourable conditions for Franco’s victory, but also strengthened
the international influence of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. Like other
European countries, insufficiently assessing long-term security risks, Latvia
intentionally joined this system proposed by the great powers and fulfilled its
policy, when the Minister of Foreign Affairs Vilhelms Munters held the high
office of a member of the Council of the League of Nations. Even if the Latvian
Foreign Service initially assumed that the violations of non-intervention policy
were not relevant for Latvia and wanted to play only a marginal role in the Non-
Intervention Committee, the issues related to the conflict took considerable
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resources of the Latvian Foreign Service. In addition, although Latvian
representatives lacked a substantial influence on the policy of non-intervention,
they were useful to the great powers, especially Great Britain, helping to achieve
their goals and implement the decisions.

In the context of the policy of non-intervention, the activity of Latvian
politicians could be evaluated negatively, although similar trends can be
observed in other countries of the Baltic Sea region and Europe in general.
Through the example of Latvia, it can be established that even a small
authoritarian state was both unwilling and unable to ensure a compliance with
the principles of non-intervention. One of the most difficult issues is related
to arms sales to Spain, in breach of the prohibition thereof. The Latvian state
authorities actually used the international situation to profitably sell obsolete war
materials and obtain resources for new equipment, however, due to the secrecy
of the transactions, the transnational nature of various internationally involved
actors and operations, it has been difficult to reconstruct this aspect. In addition,
it can be established that various arms trade transactions also took place in
transit and with the involvement of Latvian companies, which the authorities
tolerated for a long time. Notably, the decisive element in stopping the relevant
developments was the negative impact of their visibility on Latvia’s international
prestige, and not the principled implementation of the non-intervention
agreement. Accordingly, in such circumstances, with the simultaneous existence
of highly selective control of vehicles sailing to Spain and limited mechanisms to
terminate any violators, the involvement of Latvian citizens in the supervision
of Spain’s frontiers and coasts can be assessed as pointless. Practical benefits of
this work can be seen only at the level of remuneration of specific persons and
individual international experience.

During the conflict Latvia, like most of European countries, had diplomatic
relations only with the Spanish Republic, however, the unfavourable position
of the Latvian Foreign Service towards the Republicans and their envoy in
Riga, together with the policy of non-intervention, prevented the possibility
of strengthening the relations between Latvia and the Spanish Republic during
the war. Veritably, considering the ideology of the K. Ulmanis’ regime, from
the autumn of 1936 until the drafting of the new Press Law, the circulation of
Francoist propaganda and a narrative unfavourable to the Republicans could
be observed in Latvian newspapers. In addition, even though the official press
was also criticized for the incorrect, tendentious coverage of the conflict,
the Francoist propaganda narratives in the early stages of the conflict had
a great impact on Latvian publics understanding of the Spanish Civil War,
which, for example, was persuasively reflected in the stories about the “Heroes
of Alcazar” - a recognizable symbol in the fight against communism during
the Second World War.
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Even in the light of the initially favourable opinions towards the rebels
in the official press, any practical support of the K. Ulmanis' regime to
the Francoists during the war were not established. It must be concluded that
the Latvian government did not take advantage of economically profitable
opportunities to develop trade relations with Franco’s government, when other
countries of the region had already done so at the end of the Spanish Civil War.
After the conflict, the government succeeded in restoring diplomatic relations
with Spain only shortly before the start of World War II, but the relations were
unable to develop significantly before the start of hostilities in Europe, and were
influenced also by the subsequent blockade of the Baltic Sea.

During the Spanish Civil War, when the Republicans desperately sought
the resources to ensure the daily basic needs of the civilians, the legation of
the Spanish Republic in Riga became a support centre for small illegal political
parties in Latvia, especially the communist organizations, despite the strict
control of the Latvian authorities. The illegal press produced by the communist
organizations was created along the lines of the general policy of the Communist
International and, accordingly, the USSR, first calling for donations to
the Republicans, but later trying to encourage voluntary participation in the war.

Regarding the participation of Latvian volunteers in the Spanish Civil War,
many similarities with other European countries, especially with Central and
Eastern European countries, can be found. Firstly, the involvement of volunteers
in the war on the Republican side was predominant. It was possible to obtain
information concerning solely a single Francoist supporter from Latvia. Secondly,
the profound influence of communist organizations on the recruitment of foreign
civil war participants and practical support to reach Spain could be observed.
Thirdly, some of the participants in the conflict resided abroad as economic or
political emigrants due to the authoritarian regime. Fourthly, bearing in mind
the growing anti-Semitism in Europe, Jews from Latvia actively volunteered, even
reaching disproportionately high numbers (about one third of the volunteers)
according to the ethnic composition of the Latvian population. Fifthly, persons
without political affiliation also participated in the conflict. Sixthly, contrary
to the narrative of Latvian SSR, the volunteers also encompassed alcoholics,
adventurers, deserters, and people with a criminal past.

The material and practical aid to the volunteers provided by the political
emigrants of the K. Ulmanis’ regime and the persons of Latvian origin living
abroad should be emphasized. The communist-minded groups living in Paris
and the USA were especially important supporters. The support provided by
the former members of the Latvian Social Democratic Workers’ Party to Latvian
volunteers should also be noted.

The participation of foreign volunteers in the Spanish Civil War on
the Republican side today is perceived as an example of transnational resistance
against far-right ideologies. In the case of Western countries, it is easier to apply
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this concept to the supporters of far-left ideals, but in the context of Eastern
Europe, the motives of communist organizations must be considered when
fulfilling the more far-reaching goals of the USSR, particularly - the revision of
borders in the region. The examined sources of that time argue against the point
of view that the volunteers from Latvia should be singled out as defenders of
democratic values, rather, they were mostly supporters, even instruments,
of the ideology and policy of the USSR. In addition, illegal communist
organizations in Latvia used the Spanish Civil War and the non-intervention
policy implemented by the government in a narrative that undermined
statehood. However, the possibility cannot be ruled out that certain volunteers
of other political views could have supported the restoration of a democratic
system in independent Latvia.

Within the participation of communist-minded volunteers from Latvia,
the motivation of the USSR to strengthen the political views of these people, as
well as experience in a multinational environment and battles of various nature,
including urban ones, can be distinguished. Taking into account the reluctance
to form a single larger unit, the research provides an opportunity to highlight
the desire to save cadres from Latvia for future political goals of the USSR.
A significant communication can be noted in Spain between the people
from the USSR, who integrated into the Republican Army as “volunteers”,
maintaining communication opportunities with the USSR, and the participants
in the conflict from Latvia. In this communication, a deeper indoctrination of
Latvian citizens in communism and strengthening of beliefs in favour of USSR
propaganda played a significant role. This can be especially observed later under
the difficult daily conditions and in a restricted environment - internment
camps in France. Notably, not everyone submitted to the systematic work of
representatives of the USSR, however, such persons were a minority. In addition,
especially in Spain, the members of the International Brigades, including
those from Latvia, were involved in the communist struggle against “internal
enemies” and “Trotskyists” — respectively, they were subjected to denunciations
and various punishments.

After the end of the Spanish Civil War, the position of the Latvian authorities
towards its citizens — former participants in the conflict, who informed about
their involvement in providing support to the Republicans, was mostly negative.
In addition, the authorities often prevented Latvian citizens from returning
home without serious, fact-based substantiation. Such behaviour further
reflected the reluctance of the authoritarian regime to respect Latvian laws
and international principles in the protection of citizens, as well as the use of
power in arbitrary manner, although the question remains unanswered, whether
communist-minded volunteers could at all be tuned in favour of maintaining
the idea of Latvian independence. At the same time, it can be established
that the attitude was more positive towards those Republican supporters who
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managed to mislead Latvian officials about the conditions of their stay in foreign
countries.

During the Spanish Civil War, terror took place in the USSR, amongst others
subjecting to suffering also several Soviet military advisers of Latvian origin.
Accordingly, the surviving and healthy participants of the conflict, including
those who arrived at the USSR from the internment camps in France, became
valuable, experienced participants of the Second World War and the supporters
of Soviet policy in the Latvian SSR. The study of the biographies of volunteers
could be continued, especially with a view to the materials potentially still
stored in the archives of private individuals. It must be noted that the lists
of participants in the Spanish Civil War included in the thesis should not
be perceived as fully complete, especially given the fragmentary and chaotic
nature of the International Brigades Archive in the initial stages of its creation.
At the same time, the addition of each person should be evaluated critically,
pursuant to the source-based evidence, as well as inquiring about the type of
participation, specific units, period, connection with Latvia. Considering that
already in Spain several volunteers had attempted to identify the participants
from Latvia, it would be necessary to understand why any relevant person had
not been mentioned elsewhere, for example, if they hid their identity, provided
misleading information about their country of origin, etc.

Latvia was very widely involved in the international dimension of the Spanish
Civil War. The echoes of the conflict, especially in the press, were also felt daily,
even though in general the role of the state in various war-related processes
was minute. Soviet advisers of Latvian origin had a greater role in the process,
because these persons influenced the opinion of Spanish politicians and could
change the course of the war. However, the participants of the conflict from
the USSR were closely related to the politics of this country, but not to Latvia.

In the context of the Spanish Civil War, the extensive influence of
the Communist International and, accordingly, the USSR, should be emphasized.
By means of various promises and propaganda slogans, they managed to involve
foreign citizens in the fulfilment of their goals. In addition to the participation
of members of communist organizations in the conflict, the research also
highlights the collection of donations and cooperation, often in difficult
circumstances, trying to avoid the countermeasures of local authorities. The war
in Spain reflected the extensive character of the USSR’s capabilities, which can
be evaluated as a particularly important indicator in the geopolitical situation
of Latvia — and not only in the context of the Cold War, but also with a view of
the experience involving the international operations of contemporary Russia as
the heir of the USSR.
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