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ANOTACIJA

Promocijas darba par pirmajam kristigajam neprecétajam misionarém
no Latvijas teritorijas “Pirmas misionares no Kurzemes un Vidzemes - vinu
devums sieviesu lomas izpratné baznica un sabiedriba laika no 1896. lidz
1926. gadam” galvena uzmaniba pievérsta $o sievieSu identificé$anai un vinu
biografiju veido$anai, teologiska pamatojuma attistibas analizei par sievietém
misija, ka ari analizéti dazadi faktori, pieméram, etniskie, sociali ekonomiskie,
vésturiskie, izglitibas un attiecibu, kas veicinaja vai kavéja veiksmigu misijas
kalpo$anu. Darba, izmantojot plasus un ieprieks nepublicétus avotus, analizétas
misionaru véstules, tadéjadi gustot ieskatu $o sievieSu misijas kalposana. Tapat
analizéti pieejamie drukatie avoti par misionarém, vértéjot, kadas atskanas vinu
darbs izraisija dzimtené.

Atslegvardi: misionares, Procela, Vietnieka, Grivina, Zézemane, Irbe,
Leipcigas misija, Libencellas misija, Barmenas—Reinas misija, Indija, Indonézija,
Kina, Tanzanija



LIETOTIE SAISINAJUMI

AMZ - Aligemeine Missions Zeitschrift

ALMW - Leipcigas misijas biedribas arhivs Halle

BM - Bazeles misija

B/RMB - Barmenas-Reinas misijas biedriba

KIM - Kinas iek§zemes misija

LELB - Latvijas Evangéliski luteriska Baznica

LbM - Libencellas misija

LMB - Leipcigas misijas biedriba

LNA LVVA - Latvijas Nacionala arhiva Latvijas Valsts véstures arhivs

MFB - Missions-Flugblatt fiir die evangelisch-lutherischen Gemeinden Liv-Est-und
Kurlands

PA - Pesti$anas armija

RFBAM - Roberta Feldmana bibliotékas armisijas materiali
TUTF - Térbatas Universitates Teologijas fakultate

vs — vecais stils (kalendara datumiem)

ZBM - Zviedrijas Baznicas misija



SATURA RADITAJS

ANOTACIJA ottt e 3
LIETOTIE SAISINAJUMI .. ..ottt 4
IEVADS
Pétljuma baze (aVoti) ... .....c.uuuiiutii e
Arhivu dokumenti..............
Drukatie avoti. . ....c.uvuti i 10
1. PROMOCIJAS DARBA KONSPEKTIVS IZKLASTS .......ovvvvnennnn... 14
L1 Pétijuma iss teorétiskais pamatojums ............cooviiiinennennn. 14
LL1. Vésturiskais konteksts Kurzemes un Vidzemes luteranu
KONSIStOITA . . o v vttt et e 14
1.1.2. Sievie$u armisijas darba iss teologiskais pamatojums. ............ 15
1.2. Pétijuma izmantotds metodes . .........couvurintitiiiiiinennenin 17
1.3. Galvenie pétijjuma rezultati.......... ... .. ..o 17
1.3.1. Vacu misijas biedribas, kas sutija misionares no
Latvijas teritorijas.......... ... i i 17
1.3.2. Vacbaltu un latvie$u misionares no Vidzemes un Kurzemes... ... 19
2. GALVENIE SECINAJUMI UN PRIEKSLIKUMI ............ccoovvnnnnnn. 24
PATEICIBAS . .ottt e 26
BIBLIOGRAFIJA ..ttt et et 55



IEVADS

Sieviesu kalpoSana kristigaja baznica dazados gadsimtos ir uztverta atski-
rigi. Sodien Latvija lielaka dala konfesiju neordiné sievietes par macitajam, tacu
tas netraucé vinam bat misionarém un kalpot $ada veida. Misijas darbs nav tikai
ordinétu macitaju kalposana.

Lidz pat 19. gadsimtam vaciski runajosajas zemés sievietes isti netika uzska-
titas par derigim misijas darbam, tacu, Leipcigas misijas biedribai veicot misijas
darbu Indija, veidojas sapratne, ka misijas darba ir jaiesaistas sievietém, lai ar
evangeliju aizsniegtu Indijas sievietes. Pie lidzigas izpratnes nonaca ari citas misi-
jas biedribas, kas atradas Vacija un satija misionarus uz dazadam pasaules malam,
tai skaita Kinu, Indonéziju un Afrikas zemém. Tas pavéra iespéjas ari sievietém no
Kurzemes un Vidzemes doties misijas darba. Ja sievietém “majas”, tas ir, luteriskaja
baznica, citu iespéju kalpot, iznemot diakoniju, praktiski nebija, tad misijas lauka
sievietes veica nozimigu kalpoSanas darbu. Lidz 1926. gadam no Kurzemes un
Vidzemes tika nosutiti vismaz 14 misionari virie$i un vismaz devinas misionares
sievietes (39% no visiem misionariem, kuri devas kalpot no Latvijas teritorijas).

Sodien loti bittiska ir starpkultiiru izpratne, un $aja zina varam macities no
misijas véstures Latvija. Pirmie misionari no Kurzemes un Vidzemes bija vac-
baltiesi, ta¢u driz viniem sekoja ari latvie$i. No devinam sievietém misionarém
sesas bija vacbaltietes un tris - latvietes. Tomér, kalpojot misijas lauka, tautiba
nebija tik nozimiga. Galvena bija vélme kalpot taja zemé, uz kuru misijas orga-
nizacija misionarus nosutija, un starpkultiiru sapratnes veicinagana. Misionaru
véstules bija lasamas gan latvie$u, gan vacu periodika.

Darba risinatie galvenie problémjautajumi: kuras bija pirmas misionares
no Latvijas teritorijas? Kada bija sieviesu loma Latvijas misijas vésturé, kas
saskatama ka dala no musu kultaras mantojuma? Vai un ka sievie$u misionaru
kalpo$ana paradijas dzimumu aizspriedumi? Kada bija $o sievie$u misijas darba
nozime Latvijas sabiedriba?

Darba merkis ir aizpildit véstures robu izpratné par sievie$u lomu armisija
Kurzemé un Vidzemé 19. gadsimta beigas un 20. gadsimta sakuma un vinu
devumu luteriskaja baznica un sabiedriba taja laika. Lai sasniegtu $o meérki,
izvirziti $adi darba uzdevumi:

1) izpétit un analizét vésturisko situaciju un teologisko pamatojumu sieviesu
darbam misija, ka ari misijas biedribas, kuras satija sievietes no Kurzemes
un Vidzemes;

2) aplakot 20. gadsimta pirmas puses vacbaltieSu un latvieSu sievie$u — misi-
onaru Hildegardes Procelas, Augustes Vietniekas, Elizabetes Zézemanes un
Lilijas Otilijas Grivinas — darbibu;

3) analizét etnisko un socialo stavokli, vésturisko situaciju un citus faktorus,
kas veicinaja vai kavéja sievieSu do$anos misijas darba, attiecibas misijas
lauka, sadarbibu ar kolonialajiem spékiem un darba atskanas dzimtene.



Sievie$u misionaru darbs ir pétits salidzino$i mazak neka citas baznicas vés-
tures vai praktiskas teologijas jomas. Si pétijuma mérkis nav pretnostatit viriesu
un sievie$u misionaru vésturi, drizak - papildinat eso$as zinasanas, ka skatities
uz misijas vésturi kopuma, neatmetot to dalu, par kuru ilgu laiku nav runats.
Veikto pétijumu skaita zina daudz vairak pétijumu ir ASV un Lielbritanija.
Eiropa $adu pétijumu nav daudz, lai gan tadi ir. Pieméram, Anne Marija Kola
(Anne-Marie Kool) ir veikusi pétjjumu par misionarém no Ungarijas, Beate
Eilenhofere-Mane (Beate Eulenhdfer-Mann) — par vacu misionarém Kina,
Kristina Nurseta (Kristin Norseth) — par sievieSu darbu iek$misija Norvégija
un armisija Kina, Ingere Marie Okenheuga (Inger Marie Okkehaug) — par
Norvégijas misionarém Indonézija, bet Kirsti Kena (Kirsti Kena) — par pirmajam
sievietém misionarém no Somijas. Teémas aktualitate un novitate ir saistita ar
to, ka Latvija pétijumu par misionarém praktiski nav. Latvija vislabak zinama
misionare ir Anna Irbe, kuras darbibu ir aprakstijusas Violeta Stivena (Violet
Stephen) un Sigrida Horda no Segerstades (Sigrid Hdrd af Segerstad). Iek$misiju
un diakonisu kalposanas sakumus Latvija ir pétijis Marcis Zeiferts. Sie avoti
sniedz pamatu $im darbam.

Par sievie$u dzivi un devumu Latvijas kultartelpa ir veikti vairaki pétijumi.
Ta ap 21. gadsimta sakumu Vita Zel¢e sava monografija ir pievérsusies Latvijas
sievietém 19. gadsimta otraja pusé - jautajumiem par gimeni, sadzivi, ka ari
sievie$u iespéjam sabiedriskaja dzivé un izglitibas joma Latvijas teritorija. Tapat
vina apliko sievieSu nodarbinatibu laukos un pilséta, veltot atsevisku nodalu
prostitiicijas jautajumiem (Zelce 2002), bet neakcenté sieviesu religiozitati un
iespéjamo darbosanos baznica. Ineta Lipsa ari ir pievérsusies Latvijas sievieSu
darbibas pétniecibai, noradot, ka jaunlatviesi iestajas par visiem latvie$iem ka
jaunu topo$u naciju, bet vinu izpratné to veidoja tikai viriesi (Lip$a 2018, 30).
I. Lipsa intereséjas par to, ka sievietes piedalijas tautas politiskajos procesos,
par vinu tiesibam uz savu kermeni, augstako izglitibu u. c. (Lip$a 2018, 40, 47).
Vina ipasi ir pétijusi sievie$u politisko vésturi Latvijas brivvalsts laika (Lip$a
2022), tacu ari I. Lip$a nepieskaras religijas jautajumiem. Viens no jaunakajiem
pétijjumiem par sievietém Latvija ir Latvijas Universitates Literatiiras, folkloras
un makslas institata veiktais pétijums “Sievie$u parstavnieciba Latvijas kultiira
un sabiedriba (1870-1940)”, ko vairakas pétnieces istenoja laika no 2021. lidz
2023. gadam. Projekta analizéta “sievie$u pilsoniska daliba politika, izglitiba,
literatiira, maksla un izdevéjdarbiba, nemot véra dazadu etnisko piederibu sie-
vietes, socialo slani, izglitibu un religiju” (LU Literatiras, folkloras un makslas
institats 2024). Ka parada §i projekta mérki, ari Seit nav pievérsta uzmaniba sie-
vie$u religiskajai darbibai. Vistuvak jautajumam par sievie$u religisko aktivitati
vai devumu nonakusi Eva Eglaja-Kristsone, rakstot par sievietém ka macitaju
sievam (Eglaja-Kristsone 2024).

Lidz ar to $is darbs aizpilda robu vésturé un paplasina zinasanas par sie-
vie$u religisko iesaisti un armisijas darbu no Latvijas, ka ari par sievie$u lomu
armisija, sakot no 1896. gada, kad pirma sieviete no Vidzemes saka apmacibas



Leipcigas misijas skola. Darbs atspogulo sieviesu devumu luteriskaja baznica
un Kurzemes un Vidzemes sabiedriba, ka ari papildina lidzs$inéjos pétijumus
Eiropas konteksta.

Lidz $im ir zinamas $adas misionares, kuras satija misija dazadas ar lute-
risko baznicu saistitas vacu misijas biedribas:

o Hildegarde Procela (Hildegard Prozell) no Jaunmarupes, darbojas Indija

(1896-1909),

« Agnese Heidenraiha (Agnes Heidenreich) no Rigas, stradaja Japana (no 1898.
lidz vismaz 1911. gadam),
o Anna Fridemane (Anna Friedemann) no Kurzemes, kalpoja Tuvajos

Austrumos (no 1900. lidz vismaz 1911. gadam),

« Auguste Vietnieka no Vilkenes, darbojas Sumatra (no 1899. vai 1900. gada
lidz 1910. gadam),
o Elizabete Zézemane (Emma Elisabeth Seesemann) no Jelgavas, stradaja

Austrumafrika (1905-1914),

o Klara Vegnere (Clara Wegner) no Jelgavas, kalpoja Austrumafrika

(1906-1907),

« Lilija Otilija Grivina no Rigas, stradaja Kina (1914-1924),
o Johanna Paula (Johanna Paul) no Rigas, darbojas Indija (1922-1952),
« Anna Irbe no Dzérbenes, stradaja Indija (1925-1951).

Saja darba padzilinati pétits Cetru misionaru veikums - tas ir H. Procela,
A. Vietnieka, E. Zézemane un L. O. Grivina — un veidotas $o sieviesu biogra-
fijas. Vinas izceltas, jo sava zina katra ir unikala, pirma sava kalpo$ana, proti,
H. Procela bija pirma neprecéta sieviete no Latvijas teritorijas, kas devas misijas
darba, E. Zézemane pirma no Leipcigas misijas devas uzsakt sievieSu misijas
darbu Vacu Austrumafrika, A. Vietnieka un L. O. Grivina bija pirmas latvietes,
kuras spéja doties misija no Barmenas-Reinas un Libencellas misijam. Annas
Irbes kalposana $aja darba nav padzilinati pétita, jo par vinu jau ir salidzinosi
daudz avotu (Stivena 2006; Blima 2017; Ece 2020), tomér vinas paveiktais
nemts véra darba tre$aja nodala, kur uzsvars likts uz $o misionaru darbibas
analizi.

Ta ka darba pétitaja perioda Vacija un vacu misijas laukos, kur darbojas $is
misionares, tika lietots Gregora kalendars (jaunais stils), bet Krievijas impérija
vél lietoja Jalija kalendaru (vecais stils) (“Kalendara izmainas Latvijas teritorija”
1998, skat. 13.02.2024.), darba izmantots tikai Gregora kalendara datéjums.
Iznémuma gadijumos noradits, ka tie ir Jalija kalendara datumi (vs).

21. gadsimta loti butiska ir starpkultaru sapratne. Kaut ari darba apskatits
periods pirms vairak neka simts gadiem, no ta varétu aiznemties batiskus
principus ari Sodienai.

Latvijas sabiedriba, un it ipasi Latvijas Evangéliski luteriskaja Baznica,
notiek diskusijas par sievie$u lomu sabiedriba un baznica, kas saistas ar Bibeles
interpreté$anas principiem. Lidzigi jautajumi tika risinati, kad sievietes tikai
uzsaka misijas kalpo$anu, jo ari tas izraisija izmainas Bibeles interpretacija.



Darbs varétu sniegt ieguldijumu Latvijas kultiiras mantojuma, jo misijas
vésture ir dala no Latvijas kultaras.

Pétijuma baze (avoti)

Latvie$u valoda praktiski nav zinatniskas literatiras par Latvijas misijas
vésturi. Galvenie avoti ir vésturiskie avoti par misijas biedribam un arhivu
materiali par misijas biedribam un pasam misionarém.

Arhivu dokumenti

Pétot Kurzemes un Vidzemes konsistoriju, to darbibu un misijas atbalstu,
analizéti Kurzemes un Vidzemes konsistorijas sinozu protokoli, kas atrodami
LELB arhiva.

Informacija par LMB un tas misionarém ir pieejama LMB arhiva, kas atro-
das Frankes arhiva Hallé, Vacija. Arhivu materialos ir atrodami pasu misijas
kandidatu pieteikumi un véstules no misijas lauka. Sis arhivs ir saméra pilnigs
un ietver plasu dokumentu klastu.

LbM arhivs nav tik bagats. Materialu par Liliju Otiliju Grivinu arhiva ir Joti
maz - vien dazi dokumenti, kas ir iek$éja konfidenciala korespondence. Nav
saglabajies ari dzivesgajuma apraksts un informacija par apgato misijas skola.
LbM ierobezo pieeju $iem konfidencialajiem materialiem, neatklajot lietas, kas
varétu atklat kadas personigas problémas vai ari problémas, kas saistas ar pasu
misiju. Tas tiek darits, lai negrautu misionaru reputaciju un neraditu gratibas
misionaru pécnacéjiem.

Apvienotas evangéliskas misijas (Archiv- und Museumsstiftung der Vereinte
Evangelische Mission) arhivs Vupertalé glaba B/RMB dokumentus. Arhiva
atrodams sameéra pla§s dokumentu klasts, kas satur Augustes Vietniekas dzi-
vesgajumu, instrukcijas misijas darbam un dazadas véstules.

Vél ka avoti ir izmantojami materiali, kas atrodas Diakonisu nama
Neiendetelsava (Diakonissen Mutterhaus Neuendettelsau) Vacija, Latvijas Valsts
véstures arhiva, PestiSanas armijas starptautiskaja arhiva (The Salvation Army
International Heritage Centre), ka arl Roberta Feldmana bibliotékas armisijas
materiali.

Lasot arhivos pieejamas misionaru véstules, janem véra, ka tas ir gan
atklatas vestules (ka tas pilniba ir L. Grivinas un ari A. Irbes véstulu gadi-
juma), kas paredzétas plasam lasitaju lokam, gan ari privatas, kas ir rakstitas
misijas direktoriem, tas vienlaikus var uzskatit par dienesta véstulém, kuras
janorada sasniegtie rezultati. Sis arhivos saglabatas véstules ir jaskata kopéja
veésturiskaja konteksta, jo parsvara ir pieejama tikai vienvirziena komunikacija
no misionarém uz misijas biedribam. Pétot $is véstules, janem véra, ka tas ir loti
subjektivas, tacu tas palidz ieraudzit autores un vinu vésturisko laiku (Gavrilins
2017, 91-93). Primaro avotu pétnieciba sniedz ieskatu valodas, kultaras un



antropologijas studijas, ka ari palidz izprast religiskos impulsus, ko veicinaja
protestantu misija.

Drukatie avoti

LELB arhivs gaja boja 1944. gada, un ta materiali ir zudusi. Ta ka sievietes
no Vidzemes un Kurzemes devas misija ar vacu misijas biedribu palidzibu,
tad daudz vinu rokrakstu un véstulu atrodas Vacija. Tadéjadi plasa dala no
Latvijas kultartelpas ir zudusi, ta¢u par $o pirmo sievieSu misijas darbu ir
saglabajusas liecibas drukatajos avotos, kas tika izdoti Latvijas teritorija. Ka
galvenie drukatie avoti $aja pétljuma izmantoti periodikas izdevumi, kas
saglabati Latvijas Nacionalaja bibliotéka. Periodika ir atrodamas ari zinas, kas
tika sniegtas Baznicas sinodés un misijas pasakumos Latvija, ka ari drukatas
misionaru véstules.

Hildegardes Procelas kalposana ir Joti labi dokumentéta drukatajos avotos,
un lasitajiem bijis iespéjams iepazities gan ar to, ko dara misionare, gan ari ar
Indijas geografiju, dabu un tamilu kultaras ierazam. Vacu prese likusi lielaku
uzsvaru uz regularam atskaitém, kuras varéja sekot misijas darba panakumiem,
un taja publicétas H. Procelas véstules. Latviesu presé informacijas bija daudz
mazak, un ta tika pasniegta visparigaka, kopsavilkumu veida. Ta¢u abas valodas
pieminéts, ka H. Procela ir pirma sieviete misionare, kas uzdrikstéjas doties
$ada misijas darba.

Informacijas par Augusti Vietnieku ir daudz mazak neka par Hildegardi
Procelu. Iespéjams, tapéc, ka vina bija latviete un vinai nebija liela vacu drau-
dzes atbalsta Riga, kaut ari A. Vietnieka bija iesvétita Rigas Jézus vacu draudzé.
Vél viens iemesls var bt tas, ka vina devas misija nevis caur Leipcigas misijas
biedribu, ar kuru luteriskajam draudzém Vidzemeé un Kurzemé bija visciesakie
sakari, bet gan ar Barmenas-Reinas misijas starpniecibu. Tomeér ari par $o misi-
onari ir iespéjams iegut informaciju, kas, savukart, sniedz plasaku izpratni par
misijas darbu no Latvijas teritorijas.

Anna Irbe ir zinamaka latvie$u misionare, liela méra tas ir saistits ar baga-
tigo drukato avotu klastu. Par vinas darbu varéja uzzinat gan vinas laikabiedri,
gan lasitaji vélakos gados, kuriem ari padomju laika bija pieeja drukatajiem Zur-
naliem. Toties par misionares Elizabetes Zézemanes darbu Vacu Austrumafrika
un Lilijas Otilijas Grivinas darbu Kina latviski nav zinami nekadi drukatie
avoti. Lai ar1 E. Zézemane naca no misijas referenta un macitaja gimenes, tomeér
par vinu un vinas kalpo$anu periodiskajos avotos zinu ir loti maz, lidz ar to
tautieSiem dzimtené bija maz iesp&ju uzzinat par to. Péc atgriesanas Latvija L.
Grivina bija zinama ki misionare Kina, un ir atrodamas drukatas zinas, ka
vina vadijusi Bibeles studijas un misijas vakarus. Informacija par L. O. Grivinas
darbu Kina ir pieejama Vacija, Libencella drukata misijas zurnala “Chinas
Millionen”. Neliela informacija atrodama ari ASV drukata zurnala “The King’s
Business” (Keller 1924).
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Nozimigs misijas informacijas avots vacu valoda ir Tartu (Dorpat) no
1907. lidz 1914. gadam izdota “Misijas lapa Vidzemes, Igaunijas un Kurzemes
evangéliski luteriskajam draudzém”. Ta sniedza regularus parskatus par misi-
onariem no Latvijas un Igaunijas, par vinu kalpo$anas vietam, gadiem, ka ari
citu personigaku informaciju. Saja avota ir minétas H. Procela, A. Vietnieka,
E. Zézemane, ka ari Klara Vegnere, kuras kalpo$ana gan bija loti Isa. Paglaik nav
isti zinams, ka §is izdevums tapa un kas bija galvenie autori, tomér saglabajusies
lieciba no 1906. gada, kad Kurzemes misijas referents G. Zézemanis rakstija
uz LMB, noradot, ka macitajs Valters (Paul Ferdinand Walter) no Kodaveres
(Koddafer) Térbatas iecirkni véléjies nodibinat vacu misijas lapu Baltijas un
Kurzemes luteranu draudzém (Seesemann 1906).

Petijuma rezultati prezentéti 12 starptautiskas konferencés

1. Referats “Lilija Otilija Grivina — misionare Kina sarezgitajos politiskajos
apstaklos”. Latvijas Universitates 80. starptautiska zinatniska konference
“Religijas loma mainigaja pasaulé”, 17.-18.02.2022. Zoom vide.

2. Referats “The first missionaries from Courland and Vidzeme (Livland) -
their contribution to the understanding of the role of women in the church
and society from 1896-1926". Igaunijas—Latvijas doktorantiiru konference
teologija un religijpétnieciba, ko organizéja Tartu Universitate un Latvijas
Universitate. Puhajarve, Igaunija, 26.-27.05.2022. Referata likts uzsvars uz
pirmajiem veiktajiem pétijjumiem, apzinot pirmas sievietes misionares.

3. Referats “A woman in ministry: mission to China as an opportunity for Lily
Ottilie Griwing from Riga at the beginning of the 20th century”. American
Society of Missiology Annual Meeting, 18.-19.06.2022. Zoom vidé.

4. Referats “Miss Hildegard Prozell - the first woman missionary from Latvia
(Livland) - lessons from her work and life”. 9. starptautiska Baltijas stu-
dentu zinatniska konference “Bridges in the Baltics” Varsavas Universitate.
Varsava, Polija, 23.-24.09.2022.

5. Referats “Female Teachers in Mission Fields: A Case Study from Latvia”.
Centraleiropas un Austrumeiropas misijas studiju asociacijas ikgadéja
konference “Peace, Pleas, and Proclamation: Missiological Contributions
to Pastoral Care, Homiletics and Theological Education”. Osijeka, Horvatija,
14.-17.02.2023.

6. Referats “Drukatie periodikas avoti ka lieciba par pirmo Latvijas sievie$u
misionaru darbu”. Liepajas 29. starptautiska zinatniska konference “Aktualas
problémas literattiras un kultairas pétnieciba” Liepajas Universitaté. Liepaja,
23.-24.03.2023.

7. Referats “Latvijas misionaru pédu nospiedumi starp kolonialajiem spékiem
un misijas lauku daudzveidibu”. Latvijas Universitates 81. starptautiska
zinatniska konference “Kar$ un miers”. Riga, 20.04.2023.

8. Referats “The first missionaries from Courland and Vidzeme (Livland) -
their contribution to the understanding of the role of women in the church
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10.

11.

12.

and society from 1896-1926”. Igaunijas-Latvijas doktorantaru konference
teologija un religijpétnieciba, ko organizéja Tartu Universitate un Latvijas
Universitate. Puhajarve, Igaunija, 25.-26.05.2023. Referata likts uzsvars uz
misionarém ka skolotajam misijas laukos.

Referats “Emma Elisabeth Seesemann — Missionary from Latvia (Courland)
to Africa — lessons from her work and life”. 10. starptautiska Baltijas stu-
dentu zinatniska konference “Bridges in the Baltics” Tartu Universitateé.
Tartu, Igaunija, 22.-23.09.2023.

Referats “Hope during time of hopelessness: the impact of the Russian
Revolution of 1905 on the first female missionaries from Latvia”.
Centraleiropas un Austrumeiropas misijas studiju asociacijas ikgadéja
konference ““See, I Am Making All Things New”: Towards a Missiology of
Hope”. Osijeka, Horvatija, 16.-19.02.2024.

Referats “Atsauks$anas aicinajumam: pirmo latvie$u sievieSu do$anas misija
par spiti vai pateicoties apstakliem”. Latvijas Universitates 82. starptautiska
zinatniska konference “Celi, robezas un piederiba: migracija teologija un
religijpétnieciba”. Riga, 29.02.2024.

Referats “Education process in Preparation for Mission as Seen in the Cases
of the First Female Missionaries from Latvia”. Religijas vésturnieku starp-
tautiskas komitejas (CIHEC) ikgadéja konference. Riga, 03.-05.06.2024.

$i pétijuma rezultati ir aprobéti 11 rakstos

1.

Ece, Kristina. “Iss ieskats Kurzemes un Vidzemes luteranu konsistoriju
armisijas domas attistiba un Leipcigas misijas atbalsta”. Ce[s 72 (2021):
27-39. https://doi.org/10.22364/c1.72.02

. Ece, Kristina. “Lilija Otilija Grivina - Misionare Kina sarezgitajos poli-

tiskajos apstaklos”. Latvijas Universitates 80. starptautiska zindatniska
konference. Teologijas un religijpétniecibas sekcija “Religijas loma mainigaja
pasaule”. Tezu krajums, 8-10. Riga: Latvijas Universitate, 2022. https://doi.
org/10.22364/luszk.80.trs.tk

. Ece, Kristina. “Leipcigas un Libencellas misijas: Hildegardes Procelas un

Lilijas Otilijas Grivinas kalpo$ana”. Ce[$ 73 (2022): 24-42. https://doi.org/
doi.org/10.22364/c1.73.02

. Ece, Kristina. “The Legacy of Hildegard Prozell”. International Bulletin

of Missionary Research 47, No. 4 (October 2023): 573-82. https://doi.
org/10.1177/23969393231181896

. Ece, Kristina. “Pushing against Gender Barriers: A Latvian Woman on

Mission in China, 1908-1925”. International Review of Mission 112, No. 1
(May 2023): 125-39. https://doi.org/10.1111/irom.12456

. Ece, Kristina. “The Footprints of Three Latvian Female Missionaries in

Colonial Contexts”. boeocnoscvki Po3oymu/Theological Reflections 21, No. 1
(August 2023): 57-73. https://doi.org/10.29357/2789-1577.2023.21.1.3
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https://doi.org/doi.org/10.22364/cl.73.02
https://doi.org/10.1177/23969393231181896
https://doi.org/10.1177/23969393231181896
https://doi.org/10.1111/irom.12456
https://doi.org/10.29357/2789-1577.2023.21.1.3

10.

11.

Ece, Kristina. “Skolotajas un miera mekléjumi misijas laukos - gadijumu
izpéte no Latvijas™. Ce[$ 74 (2023): 6-22. https://doi.org/10.22364/cl.74.01
Ece, Kristina. “Latvijas misionaru pédu nospiedumi starp kolonialajiem spé-
kiem un misijas lauku daudzveidibu”. Latvijas Universitates 81. Starptautiska
zinatniska konference. Teologijas Fakultate. Teologija un religijpétnieciba.
Referatu tézes, 9-11. Riga: LU Akadémiskais apgads, 2023. https://doi.
org/10.22364/luszk.81.trp.tk

Ece, Kristina. “Periodikas avoti ka lieciba par pirmo Latvijas sievie$u
misionaru darbu”. Aktualas problémas literatiiras un kultiras pétnieciba
29 (2024): 178-93. https://doi.org/10.37384/aplkp.2024.29.178

Ecis, Kristina. “Rediscovery and reevaluation of mission understanding of
the Courland Lutheran Consistory and missionary martyr Karl Segebrock”.
Climbing High Mountains: Colonial Entanglement ¢ Postcolonial Reflections,
edited by Ravinder Salooja, 89-99. Leipzig: weltweit. Neuer Verlag der
Leipziger Mission, 2024.

Ece, Kristina. “Responding to the Call and Preparing for Ministry:
The First Female Missionaries from Latvia”. Cel$ 75 (2024):24-41. https://
doi.org/10.22364/cl.75.02

Tapat, balstoties uz autores pétijumu rezultatiem, ir publicéti $adi Skirkli
Nacionalaja enciklopédija

1.

Anna Irbe. https://enciklopedija.lv/skirklis/141552-Anna-Irbe

2. Auguste Vietnieka. https://enciklopedija.lv/skirklis/239373- Auguste-

Vietnieka

Elizabete Zézemane. https://enciklopedija.lv/skirklis/239420-Elizabete-
Z%C4%93zemane

Hildegarde Procela. https://enciklopedija.lv/skirklis/163443-Hildegarde-
Procela

Lilija Otilija Grivina. https://enciklopedija.lv/skirklis/163505-Lilija-
0Ot%C4%ABlija-Gr%C4%ABvi%C5%86a
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1. PROMOCIJAS DARBA KONSPEKTIVS IZKLASTS

1.1. Petijuma iss teorétiskais pamatojums

1.1.1. Vésturiskais konteksts Kurzemes un Vidzemes luteranu
konsistorija

Ta ka misijas darbs vienmeér ir kristigas baznicas darbs un pétamas misi-
onares devas ar Kurzemes un Vidzemes draudzu macitaju atbalstu, tad ir batiski
saprast, kada bija vésturiska situacija baznicas un kuri bija aktivakie armisijas
atbalstitaji.

19. gadsimta sakuma Latvijas teritorija atradas Krievijas impérijas sastava,
un luteranu baznicu taja reguléja impérijas 1832. gada Likums par evangeéliski
luteriskam baznicam Krievija. Saskana ar $o likumu dazadas Krievijas impé-
rijas gubernas tika izveidotas konsistorijas, tai skaita Kurzemé un Vidzemeé
(Rozentals 2012, 123-24). Galvenie avoti par konsistoriju darbu un atbalstu
armisija ir pasu konsistoriju publicétie sinozu protokoli, kas dalgji ir atrodami
LELB arhiva, ar1 Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas Letonikas un Baltijas centra, ka
arl TUTF publicétaja akadémiskaja zurnala “Dorpater Zeitschrift fiir Theologie
und Kirche” laika no 1859. lidz 1872. gadam.

Kurzemes konsistorija bija macitaji, kuri atbalstija misijas darbu un uzturéja
interesi par armisiju savu amatbralu vida. Vini parasti pildija armisijas referentu
lomu. Tadi bija macitaji Reinhards Réders (Reinhard Réder), kurs sava zinojuma
noradija uz aréjo misiju Kurzemé, salidzinot to ar upi, kas sanem tdenus no
dazadiem avotiem. Vin$ sadalija armisijas parskatu tris laika posmos pa ses-
padsmit gadiem katra (Lamberg 1885, 16). Dazus gadus vélak - 1890. gada - par
misijas referentu kluva Zalenieku macitajs Gustavs Zézemanis (Gustav Friedrich
Hermann Seesemann) (Bernewitz 1909, 15-16), un vin$ sniedza parskatus par
armisijas darbibu vismaz no 1897. gada (Boettcher 1897, 25-27). 1909. gada
par Kurzemes konsistorijas armisijas referentu tika ievéléts Kuldigas macitajs
Viktors Lihtensteins (Viktor Emil Wilhelm Lichtenstein, 1864-1942) (Bernewitz
1909, 24), kur$ turpinaja iesakto, regulari referéjot sinodés. Péc 1910. gada, kad
vins$ piedalijas Pasaules misijas konferencé Edinburga, V. Lihtensteins sniedza
atskaiti, ka ari aicinaja attistit misijas ideju, ievélot iecirknu misijas referentus
(Bernewitz 1910, 26-27, 31). Tapat Kurzemé bija macitaji, kuri bija iedegusies ne
tikai par armisiju, bet ari par iek$misiju, un it ipasi par diakonisu, kalpos$anu.
Ta 1885. gada jubilejas sinodé macitajs Ludvigs Katerfelds (Traugott Christian
Friedrich Ludwig Katterfeld, 1843-1910) (Katterfeld 1913) sniedza zinojumu
par iek$misiju un diakonijas darbu Jelgavas Mutterhaus. Tabora iestade deva
iespéju iegut medicinisko izglitibu sievietém, tai skaita misionarém, kuram
tas bija nepiecieSams misijas lauka, pieméram, Elizabetei Zézemanei un Klarai
Vegnerei, tadéjadi sasaistot iek$misiju un armisiju vienota kalposana.
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Vidzemes konsistorija, kad saskatija misijas darba nepiecieS$amibu, darbojas
saskana ar talaika misijas paradigmu par paklausibu Lielajai pavélei (Mt 28:18-
20), ka ari ar ideju par paganiem un evangélija ne§anu. Vidzemes konsistorijas
darbiba vairak redzams uzsvars uz sievie$u kalposanu misija. Kaut ari luteriskaja
Baznica sievietém nebija lielas vietas kalposana, tiesi LMB bija viena no tam,
kas veicinaja sievie$u kalpo$anu misijas darba (Punniyavathi 2015). 1896. gada
Vidzemes sinodé macitajs Gustavs Klémanis (Gustav Cleemann) no Pinkiem
(Pinkenhof) lasija lekciju par “sievie$u misionaru darbibu”, jo kada vina draudzes
locekle bija iestajusies LMB kalpo$ana. Vins$ sinodé mudinaja macitajus orga-
nizét neformalas sievie$u sapulces, lai veicinatu interesi par misiju un misijas
kalposanu (Hollman 1896, 24). G. Klémanis par So tému referéja ari 1897. gada,
aicinot sievie$u misijas kalpoSanu apspriest iecirknu sinodés (Gaehtgens 1900,
19). 1898. gada vin$ noradija, ka Vidzemes pirma LMB misionare Hildegarde
Procela kalpo talaja misijas lauka tamilu vida Indija (Hollman 1899, 18). LMB
iedvesmota, tac¢u vietu trikuma dé] Leipciga caur Barmenas-Reinas misiju
Sumatras sala desmit gadus (1899-1910) kalpoja Auguste Vietnieka (Weetneek
1911). Ridziniece Johanna Paula 1922. gada devas uz Indiju (Irbe 1953). Vélak
$o kalposanu parpéma Zviedrijas Baznicas misija, kas deva iespé&ju kalpot ari
LELB biskapa Karla Irbes meitai Annai (Ece 2020).

1.1.2. SievieSu armisijas darba iss teologiskais pamatojums

Rakstitas misijas véstures trikums nav tikai Latvijas probléma. Diezgan
ilgi misija un misijas vésture ka teologijas nozare ari citas valstis ir cietusi no
uzmanibas un vietas trakuma. Deivids Bo$s (David Jacobus Bosch) norada,
ka daudzus gadsimtus bija tikai viena teologijas disciplina, kas vélak Fridriha
Sleiermahera (Friedrich Schleiermacher) ietekmé sadalijas Cetras disciplinas:
“Bibele (teksts), baznicas vésture (vésture), sistematiska teologija (patiesiba) un
praktiska teologija (pielietojums).” (Bosch 1991, 490) Ta ka 19. gadsimta saka
attistities protestantu misijas darbs, tika atklati jauni misijas lauki un radas
nepieciesamiba péc misijas darba teologiska pamatojuma. Sievietes no Eiropas
un Amerikas veidoja loti nozimigu misijas darbinieku dalu, un $i kalposana
misijas lauka bija vispieejamaka un atvértaka baznicas un ari sabiedribas dala.
Vinu veikums véstures lappusés tomeér loti biezi nav pierakstits, vinu pieredze un
domas tikusas ignorétas. Tapat vinam bija jasaskaras ar viriesu aizspriedumiem,
idejam par varu, autoritati un baznicas struktaram.

Dazados véstures posmos baznica ir piedzivojusi atskirigas teologiskas
paradigmas, kas balstijas dazadas Bibeles rakstvietas, tac¢u jasaprot, ka daza-
dos laikos un vietas cilveki ari lasijusi Bibeles tekstu ar atskirigu skatfjumu.
Misiologs Endrji Volss (Andrew F. Walls) norada, ka ik laikmets un ik kopiena
izvélas savas galvenas Rakstu vietas, pievérsot lielaku uzmanibu tiem pantiem,
kas vislabak uzruna kopienu vinu laika (Walls 2009, 142). Lidzigi ir ari ar misijas
teologisko pamatojumu.
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Vacu teologs Gustavs Varneks (Gustav Adolf Warneck, 1834-1910) tiek
uzskatits par modernas misiologijas pamatlicéju (Verkuyl 1978, 13; Ott, Strauss,
& Tennent 2010, xxvi). G. Varneks uzsvéra ari biblisko pamatu - to, ka Veca
Deriba, Jézus un Pavils pamato misijas darba nozimigumu (Warneck 2015, 107-
88). Ka pamatu sttisanai misija vins redzéja Lielo pavéli no Mt 28:18-20 (Warneck
2015, 58-60), kas bija viens no galvenajiem misijas tekstiem 19. gadsimta beigas,
tomér vins koncentréjas uz Pavila tekstiem ka galveno misijas pamatu. Varneks
neredzéja iespéju sievietém (gan precétam, gan neprecétam) sludinat evangeliju
un bat “pilntiesigam” jeb “Istam” misionarém, tac¢u vins$ atbalstija domu, ka
sievietes varétu tikt satitas misijas darba ka palidzes - skolotajas un medikes.
Sis Varneka domas var saskatit mijiedarbiba ar dazadajam misijas biedribam, it
ipasi Vacija. Rakstot savu darbu “Evangelische Missionslehre” (Warneck 1897),
vin$ balstijas pieredzé, ko bija novérojis senakajas vacu misijas biedribas (B/
RMB un LMB), ka ari partnerbaznicas ASV un Anglija. Taja pasa laika no vina
rakstita iedvesmojas jaunakas misijas biedribas un sitija sievietes misionares.

Profesors Teodors Kristlibs (Theodor Christlieb, 1833-1889) par vienu
no galvenajam jomam misijas darba uzskatijis medicinisko misiju (Achelis
1903; Christlieb 1888), kas sniedz ne tikai garigu ceribu, ka tas notiek, sludi-
not evangéliju, bet ari praktisku palidzibu cilvékiem misijas laukos. Vin$ to
saredzéjis nevis ka Rietumu pasaules parakumu, bet gan drizak ka Rietumu
pasaules uzdevumu dalities ar labo, kas viniem ir. T4 ka galvenas cietéjas Indija
ir sievietes un tie$i vinam nepiecie$ama lielaka mediciniska palidziba, ko var
sniegt tikai citas sievietes, tad T. Kristlibam nav bijis teologisku iebildumu pret
sievie$u kalpo$anu medicinas misija, un vin$ iedrosinajis sievietes no Vacijas
iegut izglitibu, lai varétu pilnveértigi kalpot misijas laukos.

Dr. Augusts Sreibers (August Wilhelm Schreiber, 1839-1903) pats bija misi-
onars Sumatra (1866-1873), péc tam lektors misijas seminara (1873-1889), lidz
kluva par Barmenas-Reinas misijas biedribas pirmo inspektoru, kur§ pirms
tam ir bijis misijas lauka (“Findhilfe Die Rheinische Mission 1828-1970” 2016,
356). A. Sreibers, lidzigi ka G. Varneks un T. Kristlibs, misijas pamatojumu
redzé&ja gan Svétajos Rakstos, gan ari praktiskajas misijas lauka vajadzibas. Ta
ka vin$ pats bija praktikis un bija redz&jis, ka viriesiem misijas lauka nav vien-
karsi aizsniegt nekristigas sievietes, tad nesaskatija pretrunas sievieSu misijas
kalposana, kamér vien runa nav par macitadjas amatu. Tapat var secinat, ka
jautajums par sievie$u kalpo$anu armisija vacu misijas biedribu sastava bija
aktuals ilgaku laika posmu un ka ne visi vacu luteranu macitaji bija parliecinati
par sievie$u lietderigumu armisija, lidz ar to tas 19. gadsimta 80. un 90. gados
tika apspriests diezgan regulari, lidzigi ka Kurzemé un Vidzemé, kur vispar tika
skatits jautajums par armisiju. Vienmeér bija jabtt kadam aktivam darbiniekam,
kur$ spéja misijas un sievieSu misijas jautajumu pacelt diskusiju limeni.

Viena no pirmajam sievietém, kura rakstijusi par vacu sievie$u misijas bied-
ribu darbibu, ir Dr. Gertride Vaserciiga-Trédere (Gertrud Wasserzug-Traeder)
(Wasserzug-Traeder 1927). Sava 1927. gada darba vina sakuma sniedza ieskatu
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par sievieSu cinu vispar iegat darbu un izglitibu, ka ari pievérsas bibliskajam
misijas pamatojumam un ta praktiskajai nepiecieS$amibai. G. Vaserctiga-Trédere
balstijusies Svétajos Rakstos un talaika hermeneitika par sievietes lomu sabied-
riba un draudzé, ka ari bijusi spiesta atsaukties uz talaika misijas autoritatém
virie$iem, lai spétu argumentét tiem, kuri isti neatbalstija sievietes misijas darba.
Ari apskatot sievie$u misijas darba praktisko nepieciesamibu, autore atsaukusies
uz misijas darba autoritatém - Bazeles misijas inspektoru Vilhelmu Hofmani
(Wilhelm Hoffmann) un vina aicindjumu sievietém Vacija un Sveicé 1841. gada,
ka sievietes varétu stradat ka skolotajas misijas laukos, uz T. Kristlibu un vina
aicinajumu 1878. gada uz medicinas misiju, Hadsonu Teiloru (Hudson Taylor)
un KIM un aicinajumu jau 1840. gada aizsniegt Kinas augstako kartu sievietes
(Wasserzug-Traeder 1927, 15-18).

1.2. Petijuma izmantotas metodes

Darba izmantota vésturiski salidzino$a metode, pétot, ka un kapéc minéto
Kurzemes un Vidzemes sievie$u dzivé attistijas doma par armisiju konkrétajos
vésturiskajos apstaklos. Secinats, ka konkréta vésturiska situacija un apstakli
veicinaja plasaku teologisku diskusiju par sieviesu darba nepiecieSamibu
armisija.

Tapat pétijuma lietota kontentanalize, misionaru véstulés, drukatajos avo-
tos un citos saistitajos dokumentos mekléjot atslégvardus “armisija”, “misija”,
“paveéle”, “misionares”, “skolotajas”, “pasludinat”, “macit” un citus, kas saistiti
ar misijas darbu. Janem ari véra teksta tie$i nepateiktais, jo dazkart atslégvardu
trakums var but tikpat nozimigs ka to esamiba.

Lai izprastu misionaru rakstito un Sos atslégvardus, lietota ari hermenei-
tikas metode, interpretéjot pasu misionaru tekstus, ka ari tekstus par vinam,
saskatot tos vinu laika vésturiskaja, kultiras un teologiskaja konteksta.

1.3. Galvenie pétijjuma rezultati

1.3.1. Vacu misijas biedribas, kas sutija misionares no Latvijas
teritorijas

Barmenas-Reinas misijas biedriba (B/RMB) bija viena no lielakajam pro-
testantu misijas biedribam Vacija. 1828. gada 23. septembri apvienojas vairakas
mazas misijas biedribas (Barmenas, Kelnes, Vézeles), viena no tam (Elberfeldes)
dibinata 1799. gada, un izveidojas B/RMB. Viens no B/RMB misijas laukiem
bija Indonézija, kur 1889. gada pirma neprecéta misionare Hestere Nidhema
(Hester Needham) devas uz Sumatru (Enfield 1899). Pirmo misijas masu prak-
tiska darbiba atklaja, ka dzivé izpaudas G. Varneka, T. Kristliba, un it ipasi
A. Sreibera, teologiskie prieksstati par sieviesu kalposanu misija. Tiesi sievietes
Sumatra spéja aizsniegt ar evangéliju citas sievietes, macit meiteném gan garigas
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zina$anas, gan ari praktisku darbosanos. Protams, misijas darbs neiztika bez
problémam, jo loti biezi kristigais pasaules uzskats, ko macija misionares, bija
pretruna ar bataku tautas tradicijam un pasaules uzskatu. Misiju sarezgitu pada-
rija ari atminas par holandie$u iebrukumu un tautas paklausanu. Tacu skiet, ka
Sumatra misijas masas nepiedzivoja pretestibu misijas darbam. Drizak vinam
bija japarvar bataku neuzticé$anas tiesi jautajuma, kade] gan bataku meitenes
vajadzétu izglitot.

Latvijas teritorija Kurzemes un Vidzemes konsistorijas macitajiem attieciba
uz misijas darbu viscie$akas saites bija ar LMB, un LMB direktori pielika lielas
piles, lai uzturétu sakarus ar luteriskajam baznicam Latvija. Var teikt, ka §i
tiesam bija tradicionala, luteriska misija, kas pielava cie$u sadarbibu ar luteris-
kajam baznicam Latvija. Ar $o misijas biedribu starpniecibu ari tika nosatits
visvairak misionaru lidz neatkarigas Latvijas nodibinasanai. Sakotnéji §1 misijas
biedriba tika dibinata Drézdené 1836. gada ka “Ev.-Luth. Missionsgesellschaft zu
Dresden” - luteranu misija. Sida misijas biedriba sanéma plasu atbalstu no daza-
dam tradicionalam luteranu zemém un palidzibas organizacijam Hannoveré,
Hamburga, Bavarija, Braun$veiga, ka ari Krievijas dienvidos, Baltija, Danija
un Zviedrija (Fleisch 1936, 3-11, 40-41), lidz ar to ta kluva par vienu no plasa-
kajam misijas biedribam Vacija. Tas pirmais oficidlais direktors no 1844. lidz
1859. gadam bija Dr. Karls Grauls (Karl Friedrich Leberecht Graul), kur§ ari
butiba izveidoja $o misijas biedribu tadu, kada ta bija vélak. K. Grauls uzskatija,
ka ir nepiecie$ama izglitiba un zinatne, tadé] misijas seminars un biedriba tika
parcelta uz universitates pilsétu Leipcigu. Tas vards 1848. gada maija tika mai-
nits uz “Leipcigas Evangéliski luteriska misijas biedriba” jeb “Leipcigas misija”
(Fleisch 1936, 20-25).

LMB bija tradicionala luteranu misija ar vésturi gandriz no 19. gadsimta
sakuma, tac¢u Libencellas misija bija daudz jaunaka un darbojas ar citiem
teologiskajiem un misiologiskajiem principiem. Ta tika dibinata 1899. gada
13. novembri ka Kinas iek$zemes misijas (China Inland Mission) vacu nodala
(Tiedemann 2009, 137). Péc kada laika izradijas, ka Hamburgas éka vairs
netiek iziréta, tapéc 1902. gada aprili misija parcélas uz Libencellu un kluva par
Libencellas misiju. No 1906. gada misijas oficialais nosaukums bija “Liebenzeller
Mission im Verband der China-Inland-Mission, Gesellschaft mit beschrankter
Haftung, Sitz in Liebenzell” (Kalmbach 1999, 49, 51, 59; Tiedemann 2009, 175).
LbM dibinatajs bija Heinrihs Kérpers (Heinrich Coerper, 1863-1936). Ta bija ta
saukta “ticibas misija”, kur misionariem nebija garantétas algas, bet bija jauzticas
Dievam. Si misija bija loti atvérta sievietém, seminara tika istenota radikala
virie$u un sievie$u kopizglitiba. Kad sievietes tika uznemtas misija, vinam Kina
pavéras plasas iespéjas misijas darbam. LbM uzskatija, ka sievie$u misionaru
kalposanai ir daudz vairak praktisku ieguvumu un ka nav seviski daudz tiesu
teologisku aizliegumu, kadél sievietes nevarétu bt misionares.

Analizéjot dazadas misijas biedribas, iespéjams secinat, ka, sastopoties ar
vajadzibam misijas lauka, tiek mainiti teologiskie uzskati par sievietém baznicas
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darba. 19. gadsimta beigas ari vaciski runajos$as misijas biedribas saka nosutit
neprecétas sievietes ka misionares, jo vinas spéja sludinat evangéliju tada veida
un tiem, kuriem misionari viriesi to nevaréja kulttiras ierobezojumu dél.

1.3.2. Vacbaltu un latviesu misionares no Vidzemes un Kurzemes

Hildegarde Procela

Hildegarde Procela (Hildegard Prozell, 09.08.1869. Jaunmarupé — 08.03.1948.
Spanberga, Viacija) bija pirma kristigh misionare no Latvijas teritorijas
(Vidzemes). Vinas kalposana Indija bija loti veiksmiga, kaut ari vina saskaras
ar veselibas problémam. Pirmaja kalposanas etapa no 1896. lidz 1903. gadam
Maduraja (Madurai) un Koimbatura (Coimbatore) H. Procela veidoja attiecibas
ar citiem misijas kolégiem, it ipasi zviedriem, ka ari piedzivoja, ka, badama
no Baltijas, vina isti neieklavas citu vacie$u vidé. Tas, iesp&jams, bija saistits
ar to, ka H. Procela naca no minoritates Krievijas impérija, un ari zviedri bija
minoritate LMB.

H. Procelai bija nepiecieSsami divi gadi pietiekami labai tamilu valodas
apgtsanai un valodas eksamena nokarto$anai, lai varétu veikt pilnvértigu
skolotajas un skolas vaditdjas darbu. Misionare Indija bija ne vien skolotaja,
administratore un saimniecibas parzine, bet vinai bija nepiecie$amas ari ele-
mentaras zinasanas medicinas joma, lai varétu palidzét skolniecém. Tapat vina
veica kalpo$anu indie$u sievietém - zenanu kalpo$anu, ki ari saka apmacit
Bibeles sievas - indie$u sievietes, kuras citam indietém macija par kristietibu.
Savu kalpos$anu H. Procela uzsaka Maduraja, bet vélak, péc LMB veiktajam
reformam tika nosutita kalpot uz Koimbaturu.

Otraja kalpoS$anas posma no 1905. lidz 1909. gadam Majavarama
(Mayavaram, $Sodien Mayiladuthurai) H. Procela varéja lietot savas zinasanas,
lai uzsaktu kalposanas jauna lokacija. Vina izveidoja tris internatskolas un
registréja tas britu sistéma, izveidoja zenanu kalpo$anu, kaut ari Majavarama
bija loti sarezgita kalpo$anas vieta, kura sakotnéji nacas piedzivot lielu vietéjo
iedzivotaju pretestibu.

Budama neprecéta, H. Procela biezi jutas vientula, it ipasi sakuma, ta¢u mek-
1¢ja sadraudzibu ar citiem misionariem, no kuriem sanéma atbalstu. H. Procela
sava kalposana sanéma atbalstu no dzimtenes. Vinas macitajs Gustavs Klémanis
un arl Rigas iecirkna pravests Teofils Gétgens (Theophil Gaehtgens), kur$ bija
ieintereséts armisija, atbalstija misionari un vinas kalpo$anu. H. Procelas
kalpo$ana aktivi iesaistijas ari vinas mate, palidzot gan koordinét ziedojumu
nostitisanu, gan ieglit dokumentus nozaudéta izglitibas dokumenta vieta.

Si mijiedarbiba ar dzimteni ari Riga veicinaja izpratnes veido$anos par misi-
jas darbu. Lai atbalstitu H. Procelas kalpo$anu, tika izveidota sievieSu misijas
atbalsta biedriba, tika rikoti misijas vakari un konferences. Abos kalpo$anas
posmos “Rigasches Kirchenblatt” regulari publicéja gan H. Procelas véstules,
gan parskatus, ko pravests T. Gétgens apkopoja no privatajam véstulém. Kaut
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ari jau ieprieks citi bija devusies kalposana ka misionari, skiet, tie$i H. Procelas
kalpo$ana sanéma lielu ievéribu drukataja presé, tapéc lielai sabiedribas dalai,
kas lasija vaciski, bija iespéja uzzinat par misijas kalposanu Indija un tie$i par
sievie$u kalpo$anu, kas tolaik bija novitate. H. Procelai ka pirmajai sievietei
no Latvijas teritorijas bija liela ietekme un atpazistamiba vinas kalpo$anas
laika.

Latviesu valoda publikaciju par H. Procelas darbu nav tik daudz, cik vacu
valoda, tomeér ari tadas ir atrodamas. 1896. gada tika publicétas “Zinas par
evangeélisko paganu misioni 1895. gada”, kur visparigi pieminéts, ka darbu saku-
$as pirmas sievietes, tai skaita H. Procela no Vidzemes (Zézemanis (Seeseman)
1896). 1899. gada “Tévijas kalendara” sniegta informacija par armisiju, un ari
tur H. Procela pieminéta ka misijas skolotaja, kura nosutita kalposana (“Tévijas
Kalendara” redakcija 1899). 1903. gada latvie$u lasitajiem bija pieejams plass
apraksts par sievieSu misiju Indija, tai skaita par H. Procelas kalposanu un par
misijas vésturi kopuma (G[aehtgens] 1903).

No ta iespéjams secinat, ka Hildegarde Procela bija ]oti sekmiga sava misi-
jas darba. Vinai izdevas paveikt uzdoto, vinas kalposana daudz neatskiras no
citam talaika misionarém, par kuram lasam ka par tadam, kuram kalpo$ana
izdevas. Nedz véstulés, ne publikacijas neparadas lielaki aizspriedumi pret vinu
ka pret sievieti kalposana. Vinas Ipasais izaicinajums bija, ka, nakot no saméra
mazas vietas — Krievijas impérijas nomales, spét ieklauties Eiropas kulttrtelpa.
H. Procelas kalpo$ana veicinaja interesi par misijas darbu gan vaciski, gan ari
latviski rundjo$aja vidé Latvijas teritorija.

Auguste Vietnieka

Auguste Vietnieka (28.05.1873. Vilkené - 24.08.1952. Londona, Anglija)
bija pirma latvieSu kristiga misionare, vélak Pesti$anas armijas virsniece. Vina
tika satita uz Sumatru Indonézija galvenokart ka skolotaja un skolu dibina-
taja. Vinas darbs norisinajas vairakos posmos. Pirmais posms bija Laguboti
(1899-1902), stradajot dienas skola, vakarskola un vadot svétdienas skolu. Otrais
posts bija Pangaloana (1902-1903), kur A. Vietniekas uzdevums bija izveidot
un atvért meitenu skolu, ka ari divos ciematos Aeksarula un Tarutunga vadit
vakarskolu un svétdienas skolu. Kaut ari misijas darbs Pangaloana bija veik-
smigs, A. Vietnieka tika atsaukta atpakal uz Laguboti, kur lidz 1910. gadam
turpinaja stradat ka skolotaja un vairaku skolu vaditaja. Kopuma var uzskatit,
ka misionares darbo$anas bija veiksmiga, jo bérni gaja uz skolu, vecaki tika
parliecinati, ka bérnus, tostarp meitenes, vajag izglitot, un bérnu skaits skolas
pieauga. A. Vietnieka ir zinama ari ar savu cinu par misijas masu lidztiesibu
kalpogana.

A. Vietnieka bija pirma latviete misija, ta¢u analizétie materiali lauj spriest,
ka vinas dzivé nacionalitatei isti nekadas lomas nebija. Skola A. Vietnieka bija
apguvusi vacu valodu, vélak ar gratibam apguva krievu valodu, par gratibam
bataku valodas apguvé vina nesiidzéjas un vélak labi apguva ari anglu valodu.
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Péc atgrie$anas no misijas A. Vietnieka sniedza lielu ieguldijumu iek$§mi-
sijas darba Latvija, kalpojot ka PA virsniece (macitaja). Otra karjera vinai bija
pat ilgaka neka misijas karjera, bet tas abas apliecinaja vélmi atsaukties Dieva
dotajam aicinajumam un kalpot tiem, kuriem ir vislielakas vajadzibas, — bataku
bérniem un sievietém Indonézija vai bérniem, jaunie$iem un trakumcietéjiem
Latvija.

Par A. Vietniekas misijas darbu tapusas tikai dazas publikacijas vaciski
un divas publikacijas latviski, kas ir nesalidzinami mazak neka par Hildegardi
Procelu, tacu vairak neka par Liliju Otiliju Grivinu. Par A. Vietniekas darbu
PestiSanas armija ir atrodamas zinas PA izdevuma. Viss iepriekSminétais lauj
apgalvot, ka Auguste Vietnieka bija zinama misionare sava misijas darba laika
un bija zinama ka PA virsniece tiem, kuri saskaras ar PA kalpo$anu. A. Vietnieka
ir nozimiga figtra Latvijas un ari Eiropas misijas vésturé ar savu neatlaidibu un
vélmi kalpot Dievam, nepaklaujoties patriarhalajai hierarhijai.

Elizabete Zézemane

Elizabete Zézemane (pilna varda Emma Elizabete Zézemane, Emma
Elisabeth Seesemann, 03.12.1869. Jelgava — 07.03.1957. Neiendetelsava, Vacija) bija
kristiga misionare maisdienu Tanzanijas teritorija, etnologe, “Tabor” privatiesta-
des Jelgava epileptiku, planpratigo un vajpratigo arstésanai un aizgadibai vadi-
taja, Jelgavas Diakonisu nama priek$niece. Vinas misijas darbs bija veiksmigs,
kaut ari vinai nacas saskarties ar emocionaliem pardzivojumiem attiecibas ar
misijas darba kolégiem, ka ari saistiba ar 1905. gada revolicijas notikumiem
majas, kas padarija kalposanu sarezgitu. E. Zézemane bija pirma LMB misi-
onare, kura darbojas toreizéja Vacu Austrumafrika un pirmaja misijas posma
no 1905. lidz 1910. gadam stradaja ka misijas skolotaja Mosi (tagad Old Moshi)
un Mamba (tagad Ashira) Kilimandzaro regiona, parnpemot skolas darbu no
misionara virie$a. Valodas eksamens bija svarigs, lidzigi ka citam misionarém.

Misionare Afrika, lidzigi ka Indjija, bija gan skolotaja, kura macija dzieda-
$anu, rokdarbus, kristigas macibas un visparéjos priek$metus, gan skolas dibi-
nataja un administratore, gan ari medicinas masa. Pie tam Afrika bija nepiecie-
$amas daudz dzilakas medicinas zinasanas neka Indija vai Indonézija. Neparasts
bija E. Zézemanes devums etnologija, veicot ¢agu tautas dziesmu ierakstus.

Otrais misijas posms Nkoaranga no 1911. lidz 1914. gadam vairak bija
saistits ar medicinas misiju, bet E. Zézemane turpinaja stradat par skolotaju un
skolas direktori, sanemot atlauju ierikot augstakas kvalitates internatskolu. Ari
$is misijas posms bija veiksmigs, tomeér liela emocionala spriedze lika misionarei
atgriezties majas. Kopuma E. Zézemanes kalpo$anas galvenie akcenti bija bt
par skolotaju un ieguldit sevi cagu meitenu audzinasana, ka ar vinas lielakas
ripes un raizes bija tie$i mediciniska misija, kas Afrika izradijas loti batiska, un
$aja kalpo$ana vina bija veiksmiga. Atskirigais no H. Procelas un A. Vietniekas
bija tas, ka E. Zézemane nestradaja formala kalpo$ana sievietém, lai gan vinas
mediciniska kalposana noteikti aizsniedza sievietes.
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Atskiriba no H. Procelas, kurai bija loti daudz publikaciju dzimtené par
veikto misijas darbu, E. Zézemanei tadu praktiski nav. Vina vairak ir gatavojusi
rakstus LMB izdevumiem “Evangelisch-Lutherisches Missionsblatt”, “Lydia” un
bérnu izdevumam “Die kleine Missionsglocke”. Par E. Zézemanes darbu zinoja
Kurzemes macitaju sinodés. Kamér misionare bija atvalinagjuma, vina devas lasit
lekcijas un $adi veicinat misijas darbu. Publikaciju trikums Latvija daléji batu
skaidrojams gan ar vésturisko situaciju laika, kamér E. Zézemane bija misija,
gan, iespéjams, ar vinas pasas emocionalo stavokli, kas nelava rakstit iedvesmo-
joSus rakstus dzimtenei. Ari E. Zézemane $odienas Latvija ir pilnigi aizmirsta
un nezinama, kaut ari vinai bija bitiska loma sievie$u misijas uzsak$ana Afrika,
un E. Zézemanes veiktie etnologiskie ieraksti ir unikali.

Lilija Grivina

Lilija Otilija Grivina (25.12.1883. Riga - 28.05.1944. Riga, precéjusies Lilija
Otilija Spale), pirma latviete misionare Hunanas provincé Kina, sava kalposana
ir bijusi veiksmiga misionare. Vinai bija iespéja kalpot taja misionares loma,
kas bija paredzéta sievietém 20. gadsimta sakuma, proti, vina bija skolotaja.
Vinas kalpo$ana norisinajas tris posmos. Vispirms (1914-1915) L. Grivina
atradas Hendzu, Hunanas provincé, kur macijas kiniesu valodu. Péc tam laika
no 1915. gada maija lidz 1922. gada rudenim stradaja Cangsa. Vinai bija iespéja
apmacit kinie$u jauno paaudzi neredzigo meitenu skola. Vina varéja palidzét
sniegt ceribu labakai dzivei §$im aklajam meiteném, kuras tradicionala kiniesu
sabiedriba atraidija. Tapat L. Grivinai no 1922. gada rudens lidz 1924. gada
decembrim bija iespéja Hunanas Bibeles institata ka lektorei apmacit jaunas
kinie$u misionares, kas varéja kalpot iek$misija, aizsniegt savas tautas masas
un dazkart ari viriesus.

Ta ka L. Grivina devas misija bez liela atbalsta no Rigas - vinu nesutija
Vidzemes luteranu konsistorija, bet gan ta vairak bija vinas pasas izvéle, kuras
isteno$anai nacas iegut atlauju no vecakiem un draudzes macitaja, — tad no vinas
kalpog$anas laika Kina nebija praktiski nekadu atskanu Latvija. L. Grivina pati
uz savu misiju Libencella zinas stitija loti reti, kas tad tika publicétas LbM zur-
nala “Chinas Millionen”. Sis Zzurnals nebija plasi pieejams Latvija, drizak tikai
atturibas biedriba “Zilais krusts”.

L. Grivinas kalposana norisinajas laika, kad dzimta zeme pardzivoja mil-
zigas parmainas. Dodoties uz Vaciju apmaciba 1908. gada un misija uz Kinu
1913. gada, vina bija Krievijas impérijas pilsone no Rigas. 1925. gada sakuma
atgriezoties Riga, vina ieradas neatkarigaja Latvijas Republika. Eiropa pardzivoja
Pirmo pasaules karu, neatkaribu pasludinajusi Latvija pardzivoja bermontiadi.
Sada vesturiskaja situacija Latvijas luteraniem bija maza interese par misionari
kaut kur talu Kina.

Péc atgrie$anas Latvija L. Grivinai bija iespéjas vadit Bibeles studijas. Nav
liecibu par to, ko vina macija $ajas Bibeles studijas, bet vienpadsmit kalpo$anas
gadi misijas lauka bija nozimiga pieredze, lai par to runatu. Vairakas publikacijas

22



L. Grivina tika minéta ka misionare Kina. Lidz ar to, kaut ari vina nebija loti
plasi pazistama, tomér bija zinama ka misionare, un tie, kuri Latvija intereséjas
par misijas darbu, aicinaja vinu dalities sava pieredzé.

L. Grivinas darba Kina neparadijas lielaki dzimumu aizspriedumi, kadi tie
bija Eiropa un ipasi Vacija. Drizak, esot LbM misionarei, vinai izdevas izvairities
no $adiem aizspriedumiem vairak neka senakas misijas biedribas.

No Latvijas misijas véstures daudz kas ir pazudis. Par L. Grivinas dzivi
un kalposanu liecina tikai viena fotografija. Par H. Procelas kalposanu plasak
var uzzinat, tikai lasot periodiku no 20. gadsimta sakuma. No E. Zézemanes
kalpog$anas ir pieejamas vien dazas fotografijas Halles arhiva. Par A. Vietniekas
kalpoganu plasi pieejami ir tikai dazi raksti, ir viena vinas fotografija, bet ne no
misijas lauka. Tomér pétitajam misionarém Latvijas misijas vésturé ir nozimiga
loma, jo vinas spéja parvarét $kérslus un atsaukties sajustajam Dieva aicinaju-
mam. Sis sievietes bija vienas no retajam, kuras uzdrikstéjas atsaukties, doties,
cinities un paradit Kristus milestibu.
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2. GALVENIE SECINAJUMI UN PRIEKSLIKUMI

Apkopojot pétijuma rezultatus par pirmo misionaru no Latvijas dzivi, aici-

najumu, misijas darbu un darba partrauksanu, var izdarit vairakus secinajumus.

Katra misionare naca no savas gimenes, kas dzivoja noteiktos vésturiskos,
geografiskos un socialekonomiskos apstaklos. Lai gan visas misionares
sanéma aicinajumu un atsaucas tam, vinu celi uz misijas darbu bija atskirigi.
Aicinajums doties misija varéja nakt loti at$kirigos veidos — esot kristigaja
baznica un lasot Svétos Rakstus, sastopot kadu atslégas cilvéku, izlasot
kadu atslégas gramatu, kas saistita ar misiju, vai esot konkréta laika posma
konkréta vésturiska situacija, kas “pieprasa” armisiju.

Dzimtas valodas un tautibas jautajums misija nebija tik batisks, tacu batiski
bija iemacities tas tautas valodu, kurai misionares kalpoja.

Neviena no pétitajam misionarém neatstaja misijas lauku savas gribas dél,
bet parsvara vinam lielas emocionalas cie$anas sagadaja mediciniski iemesli,
un vinam bija zél atstat misijas lauku.

Vésturiskie apstakli, it ipasi politiskie nemieri dzimtené, varéja but iemesls,
kadeé] jaatstaj misijas darbs.

Analizéjot Latvijas misionaru izglitibu un sagatavo$anos misijas darbam,
konfesionalas (luteranu) misijas biedribas atklatas at$kirigas prasibas virie-
$iem (formalas) un sievietém (neformalas), ka ari secinats, ka sievietém ar
augstaku formalo izglitibu bija mazak $kér$lu misijas darba uzsaksanai.
Atskiriba no konfesionalajam misijas biedribam, “ticibas misijas” misionaru
gadijuma formalajai apmacibai tika pievérsta ievérojami lielaka uzmaniba,
un tur tika istenota kopizglitiba, kura viriesi un sievietes tika apmaciti
vienota izglitibas programma un tajas pasas telpas.

Misionares piedzivoja ar dzimumu saistitus aizspriedumus gan klasana par
misionarém, gan ari misijas lauka.

Lidz 19. gadsimtam sievietém nebija pieejama formala mediciniska izglitiba,
bet, misijas darbam pieaugot, ta pamazam kluva pieejama. Vietéjo valodu
zinasanas bija visparéja prasiba, savukart mediciniskas pamatzinasanas bija
nepiecieSamas atkariba no misijas lauka - tas vairak bija vajadzigas Afrika
neka Indija vai Kina.

No misionaru véstulém var secinat, ka vinam bija svarigs miers ar Dievu,
un to varéja iegut, paklausot Dieva aicinajumam, ka vinas to saprata no
Svétajiem Rakstiem, dievkalpojumiem un sarunam ar macitajiem. Dieva
miers palidzéja parvarét gritibas misijas darba. Butiskas bija ari attiecibas
ar citiem misionariem, skoléniem un vinu vecakiem, jo sakartotas attiecibas
veicinaja mieru. Dazkart aizspriedumi radija gratibas saglabat mieru ar
kolégiem. Musdienas misijas darbs ir mainijies, un sievietém lielakaja dala
kristigo konfesiju nav ierobezojumu, kadi bija agrak. Tomér miers ar Dievu,
kolégiem un cilvékiem, kuriem tiek kalpots, joprojam ir loti svarigs.
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o+ Analizéjot drukatos avotus, var secinat, ka par Hildegardi Procelu, pirmo
misionari no Latvijas teritorijas, bija liela interese, jo vina bija pirma. Ir
daudz publikaciju gan vacu valoda, gan latviski. Par pirmo LELB misionari
Annu Irbi ari bija liela interese, jo vina bija pirma un vieniga no luteriskas
Baznicas neatkarigaja Latvija. Par citam misionarém avotu ir mazak, kas
norada uz mazaku interesi. Par misionari Liliju Otiliju Grivinu, kura dar-
bojas Pirma pasaules kara un Brivibas cinu laika, nav drukatu publikaciju
latviski, un interese par o misionari paradijas tikai péc vinas atgrie$anas
Latvija.

o Drukatie materiali un periodika ir batisks (un biezi ari vienigais) informa-
cijas avots par $o misionaru darbu. Tie lauj ieskatities vinu kalpo$ana un
dod pamatu talakai informacijas meklé$anai arhivos, lai veidotu pilnigaku
izpratni par pirmo sievie$u misionaru no Latvijas darbu.

Pétijuma rezultati sniedz jaunu izpratni par Latvijas misijas vésturi un tas
lomu Eiropas misijas vésturé, ka ari atklaj lidz §$im nezinamas saiknes starp
Latvijas misionarém un misionarém no Zviedrijas, Norvégijas un citam maza-
kam valstim, no kuram ari misionares tika sttitas ar vacu misijas biedribu
starpniecibu.

Pirmas misionares no Latvijas devas misija un redzéja misiju sava laika
un konteksta. Vinas parvaréja ievérojamas grutibas, lai $kérsotu geografiskas,
kultaras, rasu, etniskas un religiskas robezas un lai liecinatu par savu ticibu.
Vinas motivéja ticiba un vélme kalpot tiem, kurus vinas satika sava misijas
lauka.

Ta ka $is pétijums ir viens no pirmajiem par sievietém misija Latvijas kon-
teksta, talako pétijumu lauks ir plass. Turpmakie pétniecibas virzieni varétu
ietvert iek$Smisiju — diakonisu devumu Baznicai griatibu un vajaganu laika, tur-
pinot pétit Neiendetelsavas arhivu, ki ari PestiSanas armijas fenomenu Latvija,
kur liela dala virsnieku (macitaju un vaditaju) bija sievietes. Armisija vajadzétu
turpinat pétit paréjas tagad zinamas luteranu misionares no Latvijas. Pie vinam
varétu pieskaitit ari baptistu misionares, kuras absolvéja Viljama Fetlera dibi-
nato Bibeles un misiones skolu Riga, sakot no 20. gadsimta 20. gadiem, ka ari
citas protestantu misionares no Latvijas teritorijas, jo kristigas misijas vésturei
ir vairak jakoncentréjas uz sievietém. Lielaka dala kristiesu pasaulé ir sievietes,
un nav noslépums, ka sievietes daudzas lietas redz citadi neka viriesi.
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ANNOTATION

The doctoral thesis “The First Female Missionaries from Courland and
Livland (Vidzeme) - Their Contribution to the Understanding of the Role of
Women in the Church and Society between 1896 and 1926 explores the first
single Christian missionaries from the territory of Latvia. The focus of the work
is on identifying these women and creating their biographies, examination of
the development of theological thought regarding women in mission, as well
as analysing various factors such as ethnic, socioeconomic, historical, educa-
tional, and relational that contributed to or hindered the successful ministry in
the mission. The work explores extensive and previously unpublished sources of
missionary letters to gain insight into these women’s mission work. Furthermore,
the available printed sources about the missionaries are studied, evaluating
the influence of their work in their homeland.

Keywords: female missionaries, Prozell, Vietnieka, Grivina, Seesemann,
Irbe, Leipzig mission, Liebenzell mission, Rhenish-Barmen mission, India,
Indonesia, China, Tanzania
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ABBREVIATIONS

AMZ - Aligemeine Missions Zeitschrift

ALMW - Leipzig Mission Society Archives in Halle

BM - Basel mission

B/RMS - Rhenis/Barmen Mission Society

CIM - China Inland Mission

ELCL - Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia

LbM - Liebenzell Mission Society

LMS - Leipzig Mission Society

LNA LVVA - Latvian State Historical Archives of the National Archives of Latvia

MFB - Missions-Flugblatt fiir die evangelisch-lutherischen Gemeinden Liv-Est-und
Kurlands

SA - Salvation Army

RFBAM - Roberts Feldmanis Library Materials on Foreign Mission
FTUT - Faculty of Theology, University of Tartu

vs — old style (for calendar dates)

CSM - Church of Sweden Mission

30



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ANNOTATION. . e
ABBREVIATIONS .. e

INTRODUCTION .ottt et e e e
Research base (SOUICES). ... vvuuuu et
Archival documents. .. ........ouiiitiii i e

Printed SOUICES. ... vvtt ettt ettt e e

1. SUMMARY OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS ......... ... ..o,
L1. Brief theoretical background of the research..........................

1.1.1. Historical context in the Lutheran consistories of Courland
and Livland. ........ ...

1.1.2. A brief theological rationale of the foreign mission work of

1.2. Methods used in the study.............coiiiiiii i,
1.3. The main results of the study ............... ... ...,

1.3.1. German mission societies that sent missionaries from
the territory of Latvia...........ooovuiiiiiii i

1.3.2. Baltic German and Latvian missionaries from Livland and
Courland. ........ ..o

2. MAIN CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ...................
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. . ... e

REFERENCE LIST . .. ..o e e

31



INTRODUCTION

Women’s ministry in the Christian Church has been perceived differently in
various centuries. In contemporary Latvia, most denominations do not ordain
women pastors, but this does not prevent them from being missionaries and
serving in this way. Mission work is not solely confined to serving as ordained
pastors.

Until the 19th century, women were not considered adequately suitable
for mission work in German-speaking countries. However, as the Leipzig
Mission Society performed mission work in India, there was an understanding
that women had to be involved in the mission to reach Indian women with
the gospel. Other mission societies based in Germany that sent missionaries to
different parts of the world, including China, Indonesia, and the continent of
Africa, came to a similar conclusion. Furthermore, this understanding opened
up opportunities for women from Courland and Livland to go on the mission.
If women “at home”, that is, in the Lutheran Church, had virtually no oppor-
tunities to serve other than the deaconry, then in the mission field women were
an essential part of ministry. By 1926, at least 14 male missionaries and no less
than 9 female missionaries (39% of all missionaries consigned from the territory
of Latvia) were sent from Courland and Livland.

Today, intercultural understanding, which refers to the ability to appreciate
and respect cultural differences, is fundamental, and here, too, we can learn
from the history of the mission in Latvia. The first missionaries from Courland
and Livland were Baltic Germans, but Latvians soon followed them. Of the nine
female missionaries, six were Baltic Germans, and three were Latvians. However,
nationality was not of paramount significance when serving in the mission
field. The most important aspect was the desire to serve in the land to which
the mission organization sent the missionaries and the promotion of intercul-
tural understanding there. The missionary letters were published in Latvian
and German periodicals, demonstrating the early efforts towards intercultural
understanding in the mission field.

The thesis will address the following main research questions: Who were
the first female missionaries from Latvian territory? What was the role of women
in the history of the Latvian mission, which can be seen as part of our cultural
heritage? Did gender biases appear in women's missionary service, and how?
What was the significance of these women’s mission work in Latvian society?

The work aims to fill a crucial gap in history in understanding the role of
women in foreign missions in Courland and Livland in the late 19th and early
20th centuries and their contribution to the Lutheran Church and society at
that time. In order to be able to achieve this goal, the following tasks are set:

1) To study and analyse the historical situation, including the prevailing

social and cultural norms, the theological justification for women's
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involvement in the mission, and the mission societies that sent women
from Courland and Livland.

2) To study the activities of the Baltic German and Latvian women of
the first half of the 20th century, specifically, missionaries Hildegard
Prozell, Auguste Vietnieka, Elisabeth Seesemann, and Lilija Otilija
Grivina.

3) To explore ethnic, social status, historical situation, and other factors
that contributed to or hindered women’s departure from mission work,
relationships in the mission field, collaboration with colonial forces, and
influence of their work in their homeland.

Women’s missionary work has been studied relatively less than other areas
of church history or practical theology. The purpose of this study is not to
contrast the history of male and female missionaries but rather to add a unique
perspective to the existing knowledge of how to look at the history of the mission
as a whole without discarding the part that has not been talked about for a long
time. Much more research has been conducted in the US and the UK. A few such
studies have been carried out in the European context. For example, Anne-Marie
Kool has studied female missionaries from Hungary; Beate Eulenhéfer-Mann
has studied single female German missionaries in China; Kristin Norseth —
women’s work in internal mission to Norway and foreign mission in China;
Inger Marie Okkehaug - Norwegian missionaries in Indonesia, while Kirsti
Kena has studied the first female missionaries from Finland. The relevance and
novelty of the topic are connected to the fact that there are practically no
studies dedicated to missionaries in Latvia. The best-known missionary in
Latvia is Anna Irbe, whose activities have been described by Violet Stephen
and Sigrid Hard af Segerstad. Marcis Zeiferts has studied the beginnings of
Latvia’s internal missions and diaconate. These sources provide the basis for
the current work.

Several studies have been carried out on the life and contribution of women
to the Latvian cultural space. Thus, around the beginning of the 21st century,
researcher Vita Zelce studied Latvian women in the second half of the 19th
century. In her monograph, she has focused on issues related to family, everyday
life, and women's opportunities in public life and education in the territory of
Latvia. She also focuses on women’s employment in the countryside and the city,
devoting a separate chapter to the issues of prostitution (Zel¢e 2002). She does
not, however, highlight questions about women’s religiosity and possible roles in
the church. Researcher Ineta Lips$a has also focused on research on the activities
of Latvian women, pointing out that the national movement New Latvians
(jaunlatviesi) stood up for all Latvians as a newly emerging nation, but in their
understanding, it was formed only by men (Lipsa 2018, 30). Lip$a’s interest is in
how women participated in the nation’s political processes, their rights to their
bodies, higher education, and others (Lip$a 2018, 40,47). Lip$a has primarily
studied women’s political history during the first independent state of Latvia
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(Lip$a 2022), however, she does not touch upon the issues of religion. One of
the most recent studies on women in Latvia is the study “Representation of
Women in Latvian Culture and Society (1870-1940)”, conducted at the Institute
of Literature, Folklore and Art of the University of Latvia, implemented by
several researchers between 2021 and 2023. The project has been dedicated to
analysis of women’s civic participation in politics, education, literature, arts, and
publishing, considering women of different ethnicities, social strata, education,
and religion (LU Literatiiras, folkloras un makslas institiits 2024). As shown by
the aims of this project, there is no focus on women’s religious activities here,
either. The study closest to exploring the question of women’s religious activity
or contribution has been conducted by researcher Eva Eglaja-Kristsone, focusing
on women as wives of pastors (Eglaja-Kristsone 2024).

Thus, this work fills a gap in history studies and expands knowledge of
women’s religious involvement and foreign mission work from Latvia, as well
as provides an understanding of the role of women in foreign missions, starting
from 1896, when the first woman from Livland began training at the Leipzig
mission school. The work also reflects the contribution of women to the Lutheran
Church and to the society of Courland and Livland, as well as complements what
has been studied so far in the European context.

To date, the following missionaries are known who have been sent on a mis-
sion through various German mission societies associated with the Lutheran
Church:

o Hildegard Prozell from Jaunmarupe, served in India (from 1896 to 1909);
o Agnes Heidenreich from Riga, worked in Japan (from 1898 to at least 1911);
o Anna Friedemann from Courland, served in the Middle East (from 1900 to

at least 1911);

o Auguste Vietnieka from Vilkene, served in Sumatra (from 1899 or 1900 to

1910);

o Emma Elisabeth Seesemann from Jelgava, served in East Africa (from 1905

to 1914);

o Clara Wegner from Jelgava, served in East Africa (from 1906 to 1907);
« Lilija Otilija Grivina from Riga, worked in China (from 1914 to 1924);
o Johanna Paul from Riga, served in India (from 1922 to 1952), and

o Anna Irbe from Dzérbene, also worked in India (from 1925 to 1951).

This thesis explores four missionaries — Prozell, Vietnieka, Seesemann, and
Grivina - and compiles the biographies of these women. They are singled out
because, in some ways, each one is unique, the first in their ministry; namely,
Prozell was the very first single woman from the territory of Latvia to go
on mission work, Seesemann was the first to go from the Leipzig mission to
start a women’s mission in German East Africa, Vietnieka and Grivina were
the first Latvians who were able to go on a mission from the Rhenish/Barmen
and Liebenzell missions. Anna Irbe’s ministry is not studied in depth in this
work since there are already relatively many sources about her (Stivena 2006;
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Blima 2017; Ece 2020); however, her accomplishments are taken into account
in the third chapter of the current thesis, which focuses on the analysis of these
missionary activities.

The Gregorian calendar (new style) was used during the period studied
in Germany and in the German mission fields where these missionaries oper-
ated, while the Julian calendar (old style) was still used in the Russian Empire
(“Kalendara izmainas Latvijas teritorija” 1998, skatits 13.02.24.). Therefore,
the work uses only the date of the Gregorian calendar. In exceptional cases, it
is indicated that these are the dates of the Julian calendar (vs).

Intercultural understanding is essential in the 21st century. Although
the study concerns the time more than a hundred years ago, essential principles
could still be borrowed from it for today.

In Latvian society, and especially in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Latvia, discussions are taking place on the role of women in society and
the church, which is related to the principles of biblical interpretation today.
Similar issues were addressed when women began mission work because this,
too, led to a change in the interpretation of the Bible.

The work could contribute to Latvia’s cultural heritage because the mission’s
history is part of Latvian culture.

Research base (sources)

There is practically no scientific literature in Latvian language about the his-
tory of the Latvian mission. The primary research base consists of historical
sources about mission societies and archival materials about mission societies
and the missionaries themselves.

Archival documents

The protocols of the Courland and Livland Consistory synods, found in
the ELCL archives, are analysed to study the consistories of Courland and
Livland, their activities, and mission support.

Information about the LMS and its missionaries is available in the LMS
archives, which are located in the Franke archives in Halle, Germany.
The archives contain applications and letters from mission candidates them-
selves from the mission field. This relatively complete archive includes a wide
range of documents.

The LbM archive is not so rich in sources. There is very little material about
Lilija Grivina (Lily Griwing) in the archives - just a few internal confidential
correspondence documents. The curriculum vitae and information about what
have been taught in the mission school have not been preserved. LbM restricts
access to these confidential materials by not disclosing the information that
might present personal problems or difficulties related to the mission itself. This
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confidentiality is done so as not to damage the missionaries’ reputation and to
prevent causing problems for their descendants.

The United Evangelical Mission’s (Archiv-und Museumsstiftung der
Vereinte Evangelische Mission) archives in Wuppertal stores B/RMS documents.
The archive contains a fairly wide range of documents, including Auguste
Vietnieka’s curriculum vitae, instructions for mission work, and various letters.

Other sources include materials from the Diakonissen Mutterhaus
Neuendettelsau in Germany, the Latvian State Historical Archives, the Salvation
Army International Heritage Centre, and the Roberts Feldmanis Library
Materials on Foreign Mission.

When reading the missionary letters available in the archives, it should
be borne in mind that these are both open letters (as is entirely the case with
Grivina and also the available letters from Irbe) intended for a wide range of
readers, as well as private letters written to mission directors, which can at
the same time be regarded as ministry letters indicating the results achieved.
These letters, preserved in the archives, must be viewed in an overall historical
context since only one-way communication from missionaries to mission socie-
ties is available. When studying these letters, it is necessary to take into consid-
eration that they are profoundly subjective, but they help to perceive the authors
and their historical time (Gavrilins 2017, 91-93). Research on primary sources
also provides insights into the study of language, culture, and anthropology and
provides an understanding of the religious impulses promoted by the Protestant
mission.

Printed sources

The ELCL archive was destroyed in 1944, and its materials were lost. Since
women from Livland and Courland went on a mission with the help of German
mission societies, many of their manuscripts and letters are located in Germany.
Thus, a large part of the Latvian cultural space has been lost, but the work of
the first women’s mission has been preserved in printed sources published in
the territory of Latvia. The current study uses periodicals stored in the National
Library of Latvia as the primary printed sources. The periodicals also contain
information provided at Church synods and mission activities in Latvia, as well
as printed missionary letters.

Hildegard Prozell’s ministry is well documented in print sources, and
readers have been acquainted with the duties and accomplishments of the mis-
sionary, India’s geography, nature, and Tamil cultural customs. The German
press placed a greater emphasis on regular reports that could follow the success
of the mission’s work, and it published letters from Miss Prozell. There was much
less information in the Latvian press, which was presented in a more general
summary form. However, it has been mentioned in both languages that Miss
Prozell is the first female missionary to dare to go on such mission work.
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There is much less information regarding Auguste Vietnieka than about
Prozell. Possibly, the reason for such a lack of information is that she was Latvian
and did not have much support from the church, even though Vietnieka was
confirmed in the Jesus Church German congregation in Riga. Another reason
may be that she did not go on a mission through the Leipzig Mission Society,
with which the Lutheran congregations in Livland and Courland had the closest
contacts, but through the Rhenish/Barmen Mission. However, it is also possible
to obtain information about this missionary, which, in turn, provides a broader
understanding of the work of the mission from the territory of Latvia.

Anna Irbe is the best-known Latvian missionary, and this is due primarily
to a rich range of printed sources. Her contemporaries and readers in later years,
who also had access to the printed magazine Armisija (Foreign Mission) that
was published by ELCL 1928-1940 during the Soviet era, could acquire informa-
tion about her work. However, no printed sources are known in Latvian about
the work of the missionary Elisabeth Seesemann in German East Africa and
Lilija Otilija Grivina in China. Although Seesemann came from the family of
a mission reporter and pastor, there is very little news about her and her ministry
in periodical sources, so compatriots in her homeland had little chance of learn-
ing about it. After returning to Latvia, Grivina was known as a missionary in
China, and there are printed reports that she conducted Bible studies and mission
evenings. Information about Grivina’s work in China is available in Liebenzell,
Germany, in a printed mission journal, Chinas Millionen. Some information
can also be found in the US printed magazine The King's Business (Keller 1924).

An essential German source of information for the foreign mission is
Missions-Flugblatt fiir die evangelisch-lutherischen Gemeinden Liv-Est-und
Kurlands published in Tartu (Dorpat) from 1907 to 1914. It provided regular
reports on missionaries from Latvia and Estonia, their places of service, years,
and other more personal information. This source mentions Prozell, Vietnieka,
Seesemann, and Clara Wegner, whose ministry was very brief. At present, it is
not precisely known how this publication was created and who were the prin-
cipal authors; however, testimony from 1906, when the mission reporter of
the Courland Consistory, Gustav Seesemann, wrote to the LMS, stating that
Pastor Paul Ferdinand Walter from Koddafer in Terbata district wanted to
establish a German mission newsletter for the Baltic and Courland Lutheran
churches (Seesemann 1906).

The results of the study were presented at 12 international conferences
1. “Lilija Otilija Grivina - misionare Kina sarezgitajos politiskajos apstaklos”
[“Lilija Otilija Grivina - a missionary to China in difficult political circum-
stances”]. The 80th International Scientific Conference of the University of
Latvia 2022 “The Role of Religion in a Changing World”. 17.-18.02.2022. Online.
2. “The first missionaries from Courland and Livland - their contribution
to the understanding of the role of women in the church and society
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10.

11.

from 1896-1926”. Estonian-Latvian Doctoral Conference in Theology and
Religious Research, organized by the University of Tartu and the University
of Latvia, 26.-27.05.2022. Puhajarve, Estonia. The paper focused on the first
research conducted identifying the first female missionaries.

“A woman in ministry: mission to China as an opportunity for Lily Ottilie
Griwing from Riga at the beginning of the 20th century”. American Society
of Missiology Annual Meeting 18.-19.06.2022. Online.

“Miss Hildegard Prozell - the first woman missionary from Latvia
(Livland) - lessons from her work and life”. The 9th International Baltic
Student Scientific Conference “Bridges in the Baltics” at the University of
Warsaw, 23.-24.09.2022, Warsaw, Poland.

“Female Teachers in Mission Fields: A Case Study from Latvia”. Central and
Eastern Europe Mission Studies Association Annual Conference “Peace,
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1. SUMMARY OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

1.1. Brief theoretical background of the research

1.1.1. Historical context in the Lutheran consistories of Courland
and Livland

Since the mission is, invariably, the work of the Christian church, and
the researched missionaries went on the mission with the support of the pastors
of Courland and Livland congregations, it is essential to understand the histori-
cal situation in the churches and to reflect, who were the most active supporters
of the foreign mission.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the territory of Latvia was part of
the Russian Empire, and the Lutheran Church was regulated by the Empire’s
“Law on Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Russia” of 1832. According to this
law, a Consistory was established in various Russian Empire governorates,
including Courland and Livland (Rozentals 2012, 123-24). The primary sources
of work and support for the mission in the Consistories are the synod protocols,
which can be partially found in the archives of ELCL, also in the Lettonica and
Baltic Centre of the National Library of Latvia, as well as in the academic journal
published by FTUT Dorpater Zeitschrift fiir Theologie und Kirche between 1859
and 1872. The Consistories published those protocols.

There were pastors in the Courland Consistory who supported the mission's
work and maintained an interest in the foreign mission among their peers. They
usually performed the role of reporters on foreign missions. Such was pastor
Reinhard Réder, who, in his report, pointed to an external mission in Kurzeme,
comparing it with a river that receives water from different sources. He divided
the foreign mission review into three periods of sixteen years each (Lamberg
1885, 16). A few years later — in 1890 - the pastor of Zalenieki, Gustav Friedrich
Hermann Seesemann, became a reporter on foreign missions (Bernewitz 1909,
15-16), and he reported on the activities of the foreign missions from at least
1897 (Boettcher 1897, 25-27). In 1909, the pastor of Kuldiga, Viktor Emil
Wilhelm Lichtenstein (1864-1942) was elected as the reporter on foreign mis-
sions of the Courland Consistory (Bernewitz 1909, 24), continued what he had
begun by regularly reporting to synods. After 1910, when he attended the World
Mission Conference in Edinburgh, Lichtenstein gave a report and called for
a mission to be developed by electing mission reporters in deaneries (Bernewitz
1910, 26-27, 31). Likewise, there were pastors in Courland who were interested
in the foreign and the internal mission, especially the deaconesses’ ministry.
Thus, at the 1885 anniversary synod, Pastor Traugott Christian Friedrich
Ludwig Katterfeld (1843-1910) (Katterfeld 1913) provided a report on the work
of the internal mission and deaconry in Jelgava Mutterhaus and the Tabor
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institution enabled women, including missionaries who needed it in the mis-
sion field, such as Elizabeth Seesemann and Clara Wegner, to obtain medical
education, thus linking internal and external missions into a single ministry.

The Livland Consistory, when it saw the need for mission work, operated by
the mission paradigm of the time, about obedience to the Great Commission
(Mt 28:18-20), as well as with the idea of pagans and carrying the gospel.
The activities of the Livland Consistory show more emphasis on women’s mis-
sional service. Although women did not have a prominent place in the ministry
in the Lutheran Church, LMS was one of those that promoted women’s min-
istry in mission work (Punniyavathi 2015). In 1896, at the Synod of Livland,
pastor Gustav Cleemann from Pinkenhof lectured on “women’s missionary
activities”, because a congregation member had enrolled in LMS ministry. He
encouraged pastors in the synod to organize informal women’s gatherings to
promote interest in the mission (Hollman 1896, 24). Cleemann also shared on
this topic in 1897, inviting women’s mission work to be discussed in deanery
synods (Gaehtgens 1900, 19). In 1898, he pointed out that Hildegard Prozell,
the first LMS missionary of Livland, was serving on a distant mission field
among the Tamils in India (Hollman 1899, 18). Inspired by the LMS, but due
to a lack of places in Leipzig, Auguste Vietnieka served through the Rhenish/
Barmen Mission on the island of Sumatra from 1899 to 1910 (Weetneek 1911).
Johanna Paul, a resident of Riga, went to India in 1922 (Irbe 1953). Later, this
ministry was taken over by the Mission of the Church of Sweden Mission, which
also provided an opportunity for service to Anna, the daughter of Bishop Karlis
Irbe of ELCL (Ece 2020).

1.1.2. A brief theological rationale of the foreign mission work of
women

The lack of a written mission history is an issue which is not solely confined
to Latvia. For quite a long time, the mission and its history as a branch of
theology in other countries has suffered from lack of attention and space. Bosch
points out that for many centuries there was only one discipline of theology,
which later, under the influence of Friedrich Schleiermacher, divided into four
disciplines: “The Bible (text), church history (history), systematic theology
(truth), and practical theology (application)” (Bosch 1991, 490). As Protestant
mission work began to develop in the 19th century, new mission fields were
discovered, and the need arose for a theological basis for mission work. Women
from Europe and America formed an essential part of the mission personnel.
The mission field constituted the part of the church and society which was
most accessible and open to them. However, their work is often not recorded in
the pages of history; their experiences and thoughts have often been ignored.
They also had to contend with male prejudices, ideas about power, authority,
and church structures.
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The church has experienced different theological paradigms based on dif-
ferent biblical passages at different points in its history. It must be understood,
however, that people have also read the biblical text at different times and places
with different perspectives. Missiologist Andrew F. Walls points out that every
era and every community chooses its primary scriptures, paying greater atten-
tion to those verses that best address the community in their time (Walls 2009,
142). The same is true of the theological basis of the mission.

German theologian Gustav Adolf Warneck (1834-1910) is considered
the founder of modern missiology (Verkuyl 1978, 13; Ott, Strauss, un Tennent
2010, xxvi). Warneck also emphasized the Biblical foundation - how the Old
Testament, Jesus, and Paul justify the importance of mission work (Warneck
2015, 107-88). As the grounds for service on a mission, he saw the Great
Commission from Mt 28:18-20 (Warneck 2015, 58-60), which was one of
the foundational mission texts of the 19th century. Ultimately, however, Warneck
focused on Paul’s texts as the primary basis of the mission. Warneck did not
see an opportunity for women (both married and single) to preach the gospel
and be “full-fledged” or “real” missionaries, but he supported the idea that
women could be sent to mission work as helpers - teachers and medics. These
thoughts of Warneck can be seen in the interaction with the various mission
societies, especially in Germany. Writing his work Evangelische Missionslehre
(Warneck 1897), he relied on the experiences he had observed in the oldest
German mission societies (B/RMS and LMS), as well as in partner churches
in the U.S. and England. At the same time, the newest mission societies were
inspired by his writings, and they sent single female missionaries.

Professor Theodor Christlieb (1833-1889) considered the medical mission
to be one of the main areas of the mission’s work (Achelis 1903; Christlieb
1888) that provides not only spiritual hope, as it does when preaching the gos-
pel but also practical help to people in the mission fields. He did not see it as
the supremacy of the Western world but rather as the task of the Western world
to share the good they have. Since the principal sufferers in India are women,
and it is they who need the most significant medical attention that only other
women can provide, hence, Christlieb has had no theological objections to
women serving in a medical mission. He has encouraged women from Germany
to get an education to serve the mission field fully.

Dr. August Wilhelm Schreiber (1839-1903) was himself a missionary in
Sumatra (1866-1873), then a lecturer at the mission seminary (1873-1889),
until he became the first inspector of the Rhenish/Barmen Mission Society,
having previously been in the mission field (“Findhilfe Die Rheinische
Mission 1828-1970” 2016, 356). Schreiber, like Warneck and Christlieb, saw
the reasoning behind the mission in the scriptures and the practical needs of
the mission field. Since he was a practitioner and had observed that it was not
easy for men in the mission field to reach out to non-Christian women, he saw
no contradiction in women’s mission ministry as long as it was not linked to

43



the position of a pastor. It can also be concluded that the matter of women’s ser-
vice in the foreign mission as part of German mission societies was relevant for
an extended period and that not all German Lutheran pastors were convinced
of the usefulness of women in the foreign mission, so this issue was discussed
quite regularly in the 19th century. The same was true in Courland and Livland
in the 1880s and 1890s; when the issue of foreign missions was discussed at all,
it also concerned women in missions. There always had to be an active pastor
who could raise the issue of mission and women’s service therein to the level of
discussion.

One of the first women to write about the activities of German women's
mission societies is Dr. Gertrud Wasserzug-Traeder (Wasserzug-Traeder 1927).
In her 1927 work, she initially gave insight into women’s struggle to get a job
and education in general and also addressed the mission’s biblical reasoning and
practical necessity. Wasserzug-Traeder based her understanding on the scripture
and hermeneutics of the time about the role of women in society and the church
and was forced to cite the male mission authorities of the time in order to be
able to argue with those who did not support women in mission work. Moreover,
looking at the practical necessity of women’s mission work, the author referred
to the authorities of the mission work - Basel Mission Inspector Wilhelm
Hoffmann and his appeal to women in Germany and Switzerland in 1841 that
women could work as teachers in the mission fields, Christlieb and his call in
1878 to a medical mission, Hudson Taylor and the CIM, and his call as early
as 1840 to reach China’s women of the higher classes (Wasserzug-Traeder 1927,
15-18).

1.2. Methods used in the study

The current research uses a comparative historical method, studying how
and why the idea of a foreign mission in specific historical conditions devel-
oped in the lives of the mentioned women of Courland and Livland. The work
concludes that a particular historical situation and circumstances contributed
to a broader theological discussion of the need for women's work in foreign
missions.

The study also relies upon content analysis, searching for the keywords

» « » « » « .

“foreign mission”, “mission”, “command”, “female missionaries”, “commission”,
“teachers”, “proclaim”, “teach”, and other terms related to mission work in mis-
sionary letters, printed sources, and other related documents. It is also necessary
to take into account what is not said directly in the text since sometimes the lack
of keywords can be as significant as their presence.

The hermeneutical method is also used to understand the missionaries’
writings and these keywords by interpreting the missionaries’ texts and the texts
about them, seeing them in the historical, cultural, and theological context of
their time.
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1.3. The main results of the study

1.3.1. German mission societies that sent missionaries from
the territory of Latvia

The Barmen/Rhenish Mission Society (B/RMS) was one of Germany’s most
prominent Protestant mission societies. On September 23, 1828, several small
mission societies (Barmen, Cologne, and Wesel) merged, including Elberfeld,
founded as early as 1799, and formed B/RMS. One of the B/RMS mission
fields was Indonesia, where the first single missionary, Hester Needham, went
to Sumatra in 1889 (Enfield 1899). The practical activities of the first sisters
in the mission revealed how Warneck, Christlieb, and especially Schreiber’s
theological notions of women serving in the mission manifested themselves
in life. These women played a crucial role in reaching out to other women in
Sumatra, teaching girls both spiritual knowledge and practical work. Their con-
tributions were instrumental in the success of the mission. Clearly, the work of
the mission did not proceed without problems because, very often, the Christian
worldview taught by the missionaries contradicted the traditions and worldview
of the Batak people. The memories of the Dutch invasion and subjugation of
the people also complicated the mission. However, it seems that in Sumatra,
the mission sisters did not experience resistance to the work of the mission.
Instead, they had to overcome the distrust of the Bataks concerning the question
of why the Batak girls should be educated.

The pastors of the Courland and Livland consistories had the closest ties
with the LMS regarding the mission’s work, and the LMS directors made great
efforts to maintain contact with the Lutheran churches in Latvia. It can be
said that this was indeed a traditional Lutheran mission that also allowed
this close collaboration with the Lutheran churches here. Through these mis-
sion societies, the most significant number of missionaries were also sent in
the period leading up to establishing an independent Latvia. This mission society
was initially founded in Dresden in 1836 as Ev.-Luth. Missionsgesellschaft zu
Dresden — Lutheran mission. Such a mission society received extensive support
from various traditional Lutheran lands and aid organizations in Hannover,
Hamburg, Bavaria, and Braunschweig, as well as in southern Russia, the Baltics,
Denmark, and Sweden (Fleisch 1936, 3-11, 40-41), making it one of the largest
mission societies in Germany. Its first official director from 1844 to 1859 was
Dr. Karl Friedrich Leberecht Graul, who established this mission society as it
was later. Graul believed that education and science were needed, so the mission
seminar and society were transferred to the university city of Leipzig. Its name
was changed in May 1848 to Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Mission Society or
Leipzig Mission (Fleisch 1936, 20-25).

If the LMS was a traditional Lutheran mission with a history reaching
back almost to the beginning of the 19th century, then the Liebenzell Mission
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was much more recent and operated on different theological and missiologi-
cal principles. It was founded on November 13, 1899 as the German division
of China Inland Mission (Tiedemann 2009, 137). After some time, it turned
out that the building in Hamburg was no longer rented out, so in April
1902, the mission moved to Liebenzell and became the Liebenzell Mission.
Starting from 1906, the official name of the mission was Liebenzeller Mission
im Verband der China-Inland-Mission, Gesellschaft mit beschrinkter Haftung,
Sitz in Liebenzell (Kalmbach 1999, 49, 51, 59; Tiedemann 2009, 175). LbM
founder was Heinrich Coerper, (1863-1936). It was a so-called “faith mission”
where missionaries did not have a guaranteed salary but had to trust in God.
This mission was open to women, and a radical coeducation of men and
women was implemented at the seminary. When the women were admitted
to the mission, they had extensive opportunities for mission work in China.
LbM believed there were many more practical benefits to women’s missionary
service and few direct theological prohibitions as to why women could not be
missionaries.

An analysis of the various mission societies leads to the conclusion that
theological views on women in church work are changed when faced with needs
in the mission field. At the end of the 19th century, German-speaking mission
societies also began to send unmarried women as missionaries because of their
ability to preach the gospel in the suitable way and to those who could not be
reached by male missionaries because of cultural restrictions.

1.3.2. Baltic German and Latvian missionaries from Livland and
Courland

Hildegard Prozell

Hildegard Prozell (09.08.1869. Jaunmarupe-08.03.1948. Spannberg,
Germany) was the first Christian female missionary from the territory of
Latvia (Livland). Her ministry in India was remarkably successful, although
she faced health problems. During her first service period from 1896 to 1903
in Madurai and Coimbatore, Miss Prozell developed relationships with other
mission colleagues, especially the Swedes. Also, she experienced that, being
from the Baltics, she did not fit into the environment of other “real” Germans.
Unacceptance probably was due to Prozell’s origins — a minority nation in
the Russian Empire, and the Swedes were likewise a minority in the LMS.

It took her two years to learn sufficient Tamil and pass the language exam-
ination to do a full-fledged job as a teacher and school leader. The missionary
in India was not limited to the duties of a teacher, administrator, and farm
manager — she also needed elementary medical knowledge to help female stu-
dents. Furthermore, she served Indian women through the Zenana mission and
began training Bible women (Indian women who taught other Indians about
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Christianity). Prozell began her ministry in Madurai but later was sent to serve
in Coimbatore after the reforms carried out by the LMS.

During the second period of his ministry, from 1905 to 1909, in Mayavaram
(today - Mayiladuthurai), Prozell could use her abilities to begin her ministry
in a new location. She set up three boarding schools and registered them in
the British system. She established a Zenana mission, although Mayavaram was
a challenging place of service, which initially met with very high resistance from
the local population.

Prozell often felt lonely as a single woman, especially at first, but sought
fellowship with other missionaries from whom she received support. In her
ministry, Prozell received aid from her homeland. Her pastor, Gustav Cleemann,
and the Dean of the Riga deanery, Theophil Gaehtgens, who was interested
in the mission, supported the missionary and her ministry. Her mother was
also very actively involved in Prozell’s ministry, helping to coordinate sending
donations and obtaining documents in place of the lost education document.

This interaction with the motherland also contributes to the formation of
an understanding of the mission work in Riga. A women’s mission support soci-
ety was established to support Prozell’s ministry, and mission evenings and con-
ferences were held. During both periods of his ministry, Rigasches Kirchenblatt
regularly published both letters from Prozell and reviews compiled by Dean
Gaehtgens from private letters. Although other men had previously served as
missionaries, Prozell’s ministry received much prominence in the printed press.
Hence, a large section of the public who read German had the opportunity to
learn about mission ministry in India, specifically - women’s ministry, which
was a novelty at the time. As the first woman from the territory of Latvia, Prozell
had a significant influence and recognition during her ministry.

There are fewer publications about Prozell’s work in the Latvian language
than in German, but they can also be found. In 1896, Zinas par evangelisko
paganu misioni 1895. gada [News of the Evangelical Pagan Mission in 1895] was
published, where it was generally mentioned that the first women, including
Prozell from Livland, had begun their work there (Zézemanis (Seeseman) 1896).
In 1899, the Patriotic Calendar provided information about the foreign mission,
and there, too, Prozell is mentioned as a mission teacher sent to the ministry
(Tévijas Kalendara redakcija 1899). In 1903, Latvian readers had access to
an extensive description of the women’s mission in India, including the ministry
of Prozell and the history of the mission in general (G[aehtgens] 1903).

From what has been studied, it can be inferred that Hildegard Prozell suc-
cessfully worked on her mission. She managed to accomplish the assignment.
Her ministry is similar to that of other missionaries of the time, whom we read
about as having a successful ministry. Neither letters nor publications show any
more significant prejudice against her as a woman in ministry. Her particular
challenge was fitting into the European cultural space from a relatively small
place, geographically on the outskirts of the Russian Empire. Prozell’s ministry
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stimulated interest in the mission’s work in both the German- and Latvian-
speaking environment in the territory of Latvia.

Auguste Vietnieka

Auguste Vietnieka (28.05.1873. Vilkene-24.08.1952. London, England) was
the first Latvian Christian female missionary, later — an Officer of the Salvation
Army. She was sent to Sumatra in Indonesia mainly as a teacher and founder
of schools. Her work took place in several stages. The first stage was Laguboti
(1899-1902), working in a day school, evening school, and running a Sunday
school. The second post was in Pangaloan (1902-1903), where Vietnieka’s task
was to establish and open a girls’ school and run an evening school and a Sunday
school in two villages in Aek Sarul and Tarutung. Although the mission’s work in
Pangaloan was thriving, her senior Simon recalled Vietnieka back to Laguboti,
where she worked as a teacher and head of several schools until 1910. In gen-
eral, it can be considered that her missionary activities were successful because
the children came to school, parents were convinced that children, including
girls, needed to be educated, and the number of children in schools increased.
Vietnieka is also known for her struggle for women’s equality in ministry.

Vietnieka was the first Latvian woman on the mission, but the materials
analysed make it possible to judge that nationality did not play any role in
her life. At school, Vietnieka mastered German, but later, she learned Russian
with difficulty; she did not complain about the difficulties in learning the Batak
language, and later, she also mastered English well.

After returning from the mission, Vietnieka made a significant contribution
to the internal mission in Latvia, serving as an officer (pastor) of the Salvation
Army (SA). Her second career was even longer than her mission career; they both
demonstrated a willingness to respond to God’s calling and serve those in need -
Batak children and women in Indonesia or children, youth, and the needy in Latvia.

Only a few German and two Latvian articles have been published about
Vietnieka’s mission work, which is incomparably less than about Hildegard
Prozell but more than about Lilija Grivina. Information about Vietnieka’s work
in the Salvation Army can be found in the SA edition. All of the above suggests
that Auguste Vietnieka was a known missionary during her mission work and
acknowledged as an SA officer by those who were connected to the ministry
of SA. Vietnieka is an essential figure in the history of Latvian and European
missions, and she has persevered and desired to serve God without obeying
the patriarchal hierarchy.

Elizabeth Seesemann

Emma Elisabeth Seesemann (03.12.1869. Jelgava—07.03.1957. Neuendettelsau,
Germany) was a Christian missionary in the territory of present-day Tanzania,
ethnologist, head of the “Tabor” private institution in Jelgava for the treatment
and custody of people with epilepsy, the impaired and the weak, the head of
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the Jelgava House of Deaconesses (Diakonissen Mutterhaus). Her mission work
was successful, although she had to deal with emotional experiences in her
relationship with her mission work colleagues and in connection with the events
of the 1905 revolution at home, which made ministry difficult. Seesemann was
the first LMS missionary to operate in what was then German East Africa and
worked as a mission teacher in Moshi (today — Old Moshi) and Mamba (today —
Ashira) in the Kilimanjaro region during the first mission period from 1905 to
1910, taking over schoolwork from a male missionary. The language examination
was important, as was the case with other missionaries.

As in India, a female missionary in Africa was both a teacher who taught
singing, handicrafts, Christian teachings, and general subjects, the founder and
administrator of a school, and a nurse. In addition, Africa required a much more
profound medical knowledge than India or Indonesia. Unusual was Seesemann’s
contribution to ethnology by recording Chagga folk songs.

The mission’s second phase in Nkoaranga from 1911 to 1914 was more related
to the medical mission. However, Seesemann also continued to be a teacher and
school principal, having received permission to set up a higher-quality boarding
school. This stage was also thriving; however, the tremendous emotional ten-
sion forced the missionary to return home. In general, the main highlights of
Seesemann’s ministry were serving as a teacher and investing herself in raising
Chagga girls. Her most noteworthy concern was the medical mission, which
proved especially important in Africa. In this ministry, she was successful. What
was different from Prozell and Vietnieka was that Seesemann did not work in
a formal ministry for women, although her medical ministry certainly reached
out to women.

Unlike Prozell, whose work was reflected inmany publications in her home-
land about her mission work, Seesemann has practically no such publications. She
has written more for the LMS editions Evangelisch-Lutherisches Missionsblatt,
Lydia, and the children’s edition Die kleine Missionsglocke. Seesemann’s work
was reported in the synods of pastors of Courland. While the missionary was
on furlough, she gave lectures, contributing to the recognition of mission work.
The lack of publications in Latvia could be partly explained both by the historical
situation while Seesemann was on a mission and perhaps by her emotional state,
preventing her from writing inspiring articles for her homeland. Seesemann
is also wholly forgotten and unknown in contemporary Latvia. However, she
played an essential role in the launch of the women’s mission in Africa, and
the ethnological records made by Seesemann are unique.

Lilija Grivina
Lilija Otilija Grivina (25.12.1883. Riga-28.05.1944. Riga; married name -
Lilija Otilija Spale), the first Latvian female missionary in the Hunan province

of China, was successful in her ministry. She had the opportunity to serve in
a missionary role for women in the early 20th century, fulfilling the duties of
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a teacher. Her ministry took place in three stages. In the first stage (1914-1915),
Grivina was located in Hengyang, Hunan province, where she studied Chinese.
Then, between May 1915 and the autumn of 1922, Grivina worked in Changsha.
She had the opportunity to train the younger generation of Chinese in a school
for blind girls. She could help give hope for a better life to the sightless girls
who were rejected by traditional Chinese society. Likewise, from the autumn of
1922 to December 1924, as a lecturer at the Hunan Bible Institute, Grivina had
the opportunity to train young Chinese female missionaries who could serve
internally and reach out to women and sometimes even men.

Since Grivina went on a mission without much support from Riga - she
was not sent by the Livland Lutheran Consistory, but rather it was more of
her own choice, for the implementation of which it was necessary to obtain
permission from her parents and the pastor of the congregation - then during
her ministry in China there was practically no report of her work in Latvia.
Grivina rarely sent messages to her mission in Liebenzell, which were then
published in the LbM magazine Chinas Millionen. This magazine was not widely
available in Latvia, only in the temperance society of the Blue Cross.

Grivina’s ministry took place at a time when the native land was undergoing
tremendous changes. Leaving for Germany for training in 1908 and on a mission
to China in 1913, she was a citizen of the Russian Empire from Riga. When she
returned to Riga at the beginning of 1925, she came to the independent Republic
of Latvia. Europe survived the First World War, and Latvia, which declared inde-
pendence, survived the Latvian War of Independence. In such a historical situation,
Latvian Lutherans had little interest in a missionary somewhere far away in China.

Upon returning to Latvia, Grivina had the opportunity to conduct Bible
studies. There is no evidence of what she taught in these Bible studies, but eleven
years of service in the mission field was a significant experience to share. In several
publications, Grivina was mentioned as a missionary in China. Consequently,
although she was not very well known, she was known as a missionary, and
those interested in mission work in Latvia invited her to share her experiences.

In Grivina’s work in China, there was no more significant gender bias than
in Europe, especially in Germany. Instead, as a missionary to LbM, she avoided
such prejudices more than in some of the older mission societies.

Much has disappeared from the history of the Latvian mission. Only one
photograph testifies to the life and ministry of Grivina. It is possible to gain
an insight about the ministry of Prozell solely by reading periodicals from
the beginning of the 20th century. From Seesemann’s ministry, just a few photo-
graphs are available in the Halle’s archives. Only a few articles about Vietnieka’s
ministry are widely available; a single photograph of her is available, but not
from the mission field. However, the studied missionaries played an essential role
in the history of the Latvian mission, as they overcame obstacles and responded
to God's call. These women were among the few who dared to respond, go, fight,
and show the love of Christ.
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2. MAIN CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A number of conclusions can be drawn from the study’s results on the life,

vocation, mission work, and termination of the first missionaries from Latvia.

Each missionary came from her family, who lived in particular historical,
geographical, and socio-economic circumstances. Although all the mis-
sionaries received the call and responded to it, their paths to mission work
differed.

The call to go on a mission could come in very different ways - being in
a Christian church and reading the scriptures, encountering a key person,
reading a critical book related to a mission, or being in a specific historical
situation that “demands” embarking upon a foreign mission.

The issues of native language and nationality were not relevant to the mis-
sion, but it was essential to learn the language of the people to whom
the missionaries served.

None of the missionaries researched left the mission field at their own will,
but mostly, they were in great emotional distress for medical reasons and
were sorry to leave.

Historical circumstances, especially political unrest in the homeland, may
have been the reason for leaving the mission work.

An analysis of Latvian female missionary education and preparation for
mission work revealed different requirements for men (formal) and women
(non-formal) in confessional (Lutheran) mission societies. The study also
concluded that women with higher formal education had fewer obstacles
to starting mission work.

Unlike confessional mission societies, formal training received significantly
more attention in the case of “faith mission” missionaries, and co-education
was implemented there, in which men and women were trained in a single
educational program and at the same facilities.

Missionaries experienced gender-based biases both while becoming mis-
sionaries and in the mission field.

Until the 19th century, women did not have access to formal medical
education, but as mission work grew, it gradually became available. It was
concluded that knowledge of local languages was a general requirement.
In contrast, the need for basic medical knowledge varied according to
the mission field - it was required more in Africa than in India or China.

From the missionary letters, it can be inferred that peace with God was
essential to them, which could be obtained by obeying God’s call, as they
understood from the scriptures, worship, and conversations with pastors.
God’s peace helped overcome difficulties in mission work. Relationships with
other missionaries, students, and their parents were crucial because orderly
relationships contributed to peace. At times, prejudices made it challenging
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to stay calm with colleagues. Today, mission work has changed, and women

in most Christian denominations have no restrictions as they used to be.

However, peace with God, colleagues, and the people the missionaries serve

is still essential.

o By analysing the printed sources, it could be concluded that Hildegard
Prozell, the first female missionary from the territory of Latvia, was of
great interest, since she was the first to take this path. There are many
publications in both German and Latvian dedicated to her. Anna Irbe,
the first ELCL missionary, also attracted notice, as she was the first and
the only one from the Lutheran Church in independent Latvia. There are
fewer sources about other missionaries, which indicates less interest. There
are no printed publications in Latvian about the missionary Lilija Grivina,
who worked during the First World War and the Independence War, and
in the attention concerning this missionary appeared only after her return
to Latvia.

« Printed materials and periodicals are an essential (and often the only) source
of information about this missionary work. They give a glimpse into their
ministry and provide a basis for further research in the archives to develop
a more complete understanding of the work of the first female missionaries
from Latvia.

The results of the study provide a new understanding of the history of
the Latvian mission and its role in the history of the European mission. They
also reveal hitherto unknown connections between Latvian missionaries and
missionaries from Sweden, Norway, and other smaller countries, from which
missionaries were also sent through German mission societies.

The first missionaries from Latvia went on a mission and saw the mission
in their time and context. They overcame significant obstacles to cross geo-
graphical, cultural, racial, ethnic, and religious boundaries and to testify to
their faith. They were motivated by faith and desire to serve those they met in
their mission field.

Since this study is one of the first about women on a mission in the Latvian
context, there still remains a wide field of research to be encompassed. Future
research directions could include an internal mission - the contribution of dea-
conesses to the Church during times of hardship and persecution, continuing to
study the Neuendettelsau archives, as well as the phenomenon of the Salvation
Army in Latvia, where a large proportion of officers (pastors and leaders) were
women. Other female Lutheran missionaries from Latvia who are now known
should continue to be studied. They could also include Baptist missionaries who
graduated from the Bible and Mission School founded by Williams Fettlers in
Riga from the 1920s onwards, as well as other Protestant missionaries from
the territory of Latvia, because the history of the Christian mission should have
a greater focus on women. Most Christians worldwide are female; it is no secret
that women perceive many factors differently than men.
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