Anda Busevica

A Story about a Castle not yet Built’

It all began just like in fairy tale. "It was the morning after Christmas Day; his voice from 50 far away
sounded incredibly clear and fine. It was a fantastic feeling: it was as if there was no distance between
us, the world is small and we are united.”’ These are the seemingly timeless 1988 memories of Riga’s
chief architect Gunars Asars' telephone conversation with Gunnar Birkerts, when he suggested the
design of a State Library. Over the next ten years they were to be quoted in various publications, at
various times and in various contexts.

The best precondition for legitimising a fairy story is a step back in time. For this even a hundred years
seems a modest time and, oh my, how close We have come to this legend’s poetically dictated
exaggeration. The National Library of Latvia was (NLL) founded on 26" August 1919 and only aftera :
few years of working, it was already clear that a new library building was required. “It has already beef
established in several interdepartmental commissions and discussions, that the current national library
accommodation is quite unsuitable and that 3 national library requires a building completely suited 10
the needs of a modern library,” the one hundred years step back is maintained in the real time |
discussions in the press, because this letter, addressed to the education minister Rainis in 1928 8
quoted from a publication of 2002°.

That is a favourite technique of today’s spokesmen, 1O join history in 100-year sections = the first 3¢
second Latvian republics — leaving out the 50 years of Soviet cule. For the sake of truth, it must be s8¢
that the topic of a new national library has not lost its relevance for a moment. “The State Library ®
Riga requires a New building,” wrote the newspaper Padomju Latvija (Soviet Latvia) already in 194
«Crammed with books, the rooms are falling apart. [.] This situation is no longer tolerable,” said ¥
deputy people’s commissar for education, comrade professor P. Valeskalns, reminding readers ¢ at
new library building would allow the ageing stock of the State Library to be replenished with “boOB.
the Soviet Union.” Aina Deglava, honoured cultural worker of the Latvian SSR and one time directe
the State Library, referred to the 29" May 1945 decision of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party and the Council of People’s Commissars of the Latvian SSR to include the new I
in the plan for the reconstruction of Riga. “42 years have passed!” shames Aina Deglava, but the 50
State has its own mythology. The USSR, as we know, built the future according to the new

measuring system — they planned in 5-year periods. The construction of the library was planned o



Anda BusSevica

Stasts par neuzceltu pili’

un mes esam vienoti,"" — tabriza Rigas pilsétas galvena arhitekta Gunara Asara Skietami parlaicigas
1988. gada atminas par Gunaram Birkertam telefoniski izteikto priekslikumu izstradat toreizéjas Valsts
bibliotékas jaunas &kas Projektu turpmako desmit gadu garuma tiks citétas dazados izdevumos, laikos
un kontekstos.

Pasakas legitimacijas labakais priekSnoteikums ir atkape laika. Simt gadu tam ir pat loti piedienigs
skaitlis, un - ak vaijl — cik tuvu realitaté esam pietuvojusies $im legendas poétikas diktétajam

parspiléjumam, Latvijas Nacionala bibliotéka (LNB) dibinata 1919. gada 26. augusta, un jau péc paris

komisijas un apspriedes konstatéts, ka lidz3ingjas valsts bibliotekas telpas vinas uzdevumiem galigi
nepiemérotas un ka valsts bibliotékai nepiecietama spéciéla lielas, modernas bibliotékas vajadzibam
pilnigi piemérota buve,” simt gadu atkape laika tiek uztureta reala 3olaiku preses diskusijas — 37 1928.
8ada izglitibas ministram Rainim adreséta véstule citéta no 2002, gada publikacijas®

Tas ir Sodienas funasviru iemilots panémiens savienot vesturi pa simt gadu griezuma vietu — pirmo un
otro Latvijas brivvalsti —. izlaizot 50 padomiju varas gadus. Patiesiba jateic, ka jaunas bibliotékas
celtniecibas téma ne bridi nav zaudéjusi aktualitati. “Valsts bibliotékai Riga vajadzigs jauns nams,”
laikraksts "Padomiju Latvija" raksta jau 1940. gada. "Telpas grist kopa, parblivétas gramatam. [..] Talak
Sadi apstakli nav ciesami " izsakas izglitibas tautas komisara vietnieks b. prof. P. Valeskalns, atgadinot,
ka jauna bibliotékas &ka dotu iespéju Valsts bibliotékas novecojusos fondus papildinat ar "Padomju
Savienibas gramatam”. Aina Deglava, Latvijas PSR Nopelniem bagata kultiiras darbiniece, kadreizeja
Valsts bibliotekas direktore, atsaucas uz 1945. gada '29. maija LKP CK un LPSR TKP lémumu Rigas
reknnstrukcijas plana paredzét viety Jaunajai bibliotékai. “Pagajusi 42 gadi!” kaunina Aina Deglava, tacu
padomijy valstij ir sava laika mitologija. PSRS, ka zinams, nakotni blivéja atbilstosi jaunajai laika
skaitiSanas sistamai planoja piecgadés. Bibliotékas celtnieciba, lik, bija ieplanota 10. piecgadé — 1981.
8ada." Biblioteka, savas problémas risinot, apgust vairak vai mazak piemerotas gramatu kratuves un
glabatavas, no kyram skandalozaka un problematiskaka atrodas pussabrukusas zivju konservu fabrikas

W an 3 ) . F = . - = s
Kaija" telpas. Pa visy Rigu un tas apkartni izkaisitas glabatavas — $odien to ir septinas — vajadziga
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10" 5-year period — in 1981, While tackling its problems, the library acquired more Of less suitable
repositories Of which the most scandalous and problematic is in the half-ruined fish-canning factory
Kaija. These repositories, 7 in all, are scattered all around Riga and its surroundings. This means a delay
of a day to receive the required book or longer if it is not in the main building.

A peculiar Soviet era form of the epistolary genre i< the working people’s letter. One such is the letter
by veteran of labour Ludmila Zheglova, a bibliographer at the State Library®, in which this intelligent
woman sees it as her duty to explain the ideological side of the library construction. The problems of -
the library must be solved as quickly as possible so that “in our republic, one of the most “reading’

republics in the state, the book, which is the most powerful weapon in the struggle for truth and justice,

would work more actively still in the name of the idea of October and for the benefit of mankind.” Oné
could say that this attempt t0 convince was only the beginning of the ideologised arguments that after
ten years, already in the time of restored independence, were 10 take the place of constructive
discussion on the construction of the library.

However, during Soviet times, the resources for the library’s design project had already been allocated
on three occasions: 1951-1952, 1961-1972 and 1974-1975". Another competition was held in 1986
Eour of the entries may be seen in the newspaper Rigas Balss (Voice of Riga)’. In two of them, the
regularity principles of the characteristic new Soviet housing estate blocks dominate. The mos&
cuccessful of them evokes nostalgia with its symbol of the awakening years = the rising star shape.
However, the mood of the articles has changed; society's overall pathos and readiness to take on not |
only the possible but also the impossible, has also affected the library project. “We need extraordi 1
decisions and extraordinary action,” wrote J. Piesins, the secretary of the competition
Extraordinary action really did turn out to be necessary. Once the architects had done their work,
third competition commission, which had to decide on the projects’ suitability for the needs of ¥
library, “concluded with great amazement Of incomprehension that .. not on€ of the propos®
submitted has a functional understanding of a library"™. All the projects that had been successful in ;

competition were rejected and then the fairytale began: "It was the morning after Christmas Day.

The author

“Then came the afternoon of August 4" The heights of the St. peter's Church vaults were filled ¥
the voices of the “Dzintars” girls' choir, right up to the national anthem, “God Bless Latvia!". I
middle there were red-white-red colours and on the ground, Gunnar Birkerts' personal exhibition -
free, inspirational. This was definitely Birkerts’ most essential return to Latvia — a dialogue with hif

and a promissory note to a nation that, tired of waiting and full of hope, has entrusted him with
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bibliugréfes darba veteranes Ludmilas Zeglovas vestule®, kura & inteligenta sieviete uzskata par savu
uzdevumy paskaidrot bibliotékas celtniecibas idejisko pusi. Bibliotékas problémas jaatrisina
ﬂEkavéjnties, @i "masy republika, viena no “lasosakajam” republikam valsti, gramata — varenakais
lerocis cina Par patiesibu un taisnigumu — darbotos veél aktivak Oktobra ideju varda un cilvéces labs”.
Varéty teikt, ka $3ds parliecinasanas meginajums ir tikai aizsakums ideologizétajiem stridiem, kas péc
desmit gadiem - jau atjaunotas brivvalsts laika - aizstas konstruktivu diskusiju par bibliotekas
Celtnieciby,

Tomer lidzekli bibliotakas Projekta izstradei padomiju varas laiki tika pieskirti pat tris reizes:
19511952, 1961-1972, 1974-1975 gada-* 1988. gada atkal tiek rikots konkurss. Laikraksts “Rigas

Balss" var aplukot &etrys no darbiem.” Divos no tiem dominé padomijlaiku jaunajiem rajoniem
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BIRKERTS

Books about the architect Gunnar Birkerts

Gramatas par arhitektu Gunaru Birkertu.

construction of the main repository of all spiritual efforts”. Janis Dripe wrote these inspiring MM«
ries on the opening of Birkerts' exhibition in 1989.

in order to understand the enthusiasm and hope-filled mood of 1989 we only have 1O remember ¥
beginning of the tale; a year earlier, and the phrase “the morning after Christmas Day” would u
unthinkable in the national press because officially only New Year was celebrated. The call to the 1)
eign compatriot in Michigan was not simply establishing @ new business contact but an “extraordin®
solution”, a call to another world. “Initially, direct cooperation with 3 representative of the West® |
world seemed unreal. The mechanism of cooperation was completely unclear, especially in the ligh*
our limited and oppressed financial capabilities.”" The last sentence was an indirect hint at the &
convertibility at the time of the Soviet rouble into other currencies.

News of Latvia's National Library project circulated in the world's press as another of the wel- 58
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Vina organiskas sintézes pPrincipu intervi

Ir mainijusies — visparéjais sabiedribas patoss

, bet arj neiespejamo skarusi arj bibliotékas Projektu. “Vajadzigi

raksta konkursa Zlrijas komisijas atbildigais sekretars

nepiecieSama, jo, kad savy darbu bija paveikugi arhitekti,

tresa no konkursa Komisijam, kurai bija jalemj par projekta atbilstiby bibliotékas vajadzibam, “ar milzigu

izbrinu vai neizpratni secinaja, ka .. neviena no lesniegtajiem priekslikumiem nay funkcionalas izpratnes

par bibliotéku™, Noraiditi tiek visi konkursa

uzvarejusie projekti, un tad sakas pasaka: “Tas bija otro
Ziemassvétky rits..”

Autors

‘Tad klat arj 4. dugusta pecpusdiena, Péterbaznic

as velvju augsas pilnas ar "Dzintara” meitenu balsim
lidz pat “Dievs, sveti Latviju!”

- Pa vidu sarkanbaltsarkanas krasas, un pie zemes — pamatiga, briva,

nepiezeméta un apgarota Gun ir Birkerta batiskaka atgrieSanas

ara Birkerta personalizstade. 7 noteikti

Latvija, dialogs ar sevi Pasu un vekselis tautai kas, gaidisanas Nogurusi un ceribu pilna, vinam uzticejusi

Visu garigo centieny galvenas kratuves bivj " — Sis pacilatibas pilnas Jana Dripes atminas rakstitas

1989. gada Gunara Birkerta personalizstades atklasana.

Lai saprasty Jusmas un ceribas pilno 1989,

gada noskanu, atliek kaut vai atgadinat pasakas sakumu: val
Pirms gada

vardkopas “otro Ziemassvétku rits” paradidanas republikanisks preses izdevuma vispar

nebity ledomajama, Jo oficiali svinéts tika vienigi Jaunais gads. Zvans u

z Miciganu arzemiju tautietim
nebija vienkargi biznesa kontaktu

dibinasana, bet gan “neordinars risinajums”, zvans uz citu pasauli.

Mu pasaules parstavi kita nereala. Glusi neskaidrs bija sadarbibas

mehanisms, it 1pasi masu ierobe?otas un apspiestas finansialas ricibas del."" Pédeéjais teikums ir neties

Majiens par Padomju rubla tabriza nekonvertéjamibu citas valitas,

Pasaules Presi zina par Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas projektu apceloja ka pazistama arhitekta kartéja

, turpretim Latvijai Tsa laik3 nacas Gunaru Birkertu iepazit gan ka arhitektu, gan ka bibliotékas

‘Stikla kalna” celaju, gan ka tautieti un Sejienes kultirai piederigu un no pasaules presé publicétu

Interviju druskam izlobit sey Gaismas pils tap3anas likumsakaribas. Respektablakie latvieu arhitekti

Janis Krasting Janis Dripe, Janis Lejni

eks, 90. gadu beigas ari Keja Keizere un nesen iznakusaja
Monografija

Gaismas kungs jeb saga par Gunaru Birkertu” dzejnieks un publicists Maris Caklais déve

Sirkertu par Meistaru, “izcilo tautieti” "gaismas arhitektiras meistaru”, “arhitektaras liriki”, skaidrojot

jas ar arhitektu pasu, apkopojot pasaules viedokli un komentéjot

3grak istenotos Projektus. ™
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architect's ideas, whereas in a very short time, Latvia came to know Birkerts both as an architect, as the

builder of the library's “glass mountain”, as well as a fellow countryman who belongs to this culture.

And from the snippets of interviews in the press, Latvia also had to work out the logicalities of how the

Castle of Light was to come about. The most respectable of Latvian architects Janis Krasting, Janis Dripe

and Janis Lejnieks, Kay Kaiser at the end of the 90s, poet and journalist Maris Caklais’ recently published

monograph “The Lord of Light or the Saga of Gunnar Birkerts”, refer to him as "Master, “outstanding
countryman”, “master of the architecture of light” and “architectural lyricist” as they explain his
principle of organic synthesis through interviews with the architect himself, summing up world opinion
and commenting on his earlier projects.”

“There is the face, and there is the soul. And the soul is the other property that architecture attempts
to reveal. If a building has a body and form that have grown organically, it will be accepted and it
talk to you. And, most probably, you'll like what you hear.”” The organic synthesis principle contrasis
wonderfully with the serial style housing block architecture of Soviet times that several generations
architects have grown up with. The architecture that reached Latvia in the person of Gunnar Birkert
really could have been seen as an absolute discovery, the beginning of a new life.
“ An architect’s ethnic, educational and genetic origin is an essential part of organic synthesis. When
are fully aware of these factors, it is as if you are drawing a line between the impressions that o

from the outside and the inside; a very interesting line suddenly becomes to take shape. These are he

building’s exterior contours.””

The foreign press, in describing the originality of Birkerts, often emphasised Latvianness as the soluti0
to all riddles. The Latvian press was even more persistent in its efforts to weigh and measure Birke
Latvian background, teasing out his childhood memories of Rainis, the author of the plays about ¥
sleeping princess at the top of the castle of light, and in whose lap the architect had sat as a small chif
Possibly at the time this was more a wish to recognise the homecomer as one of our own. “Looking?
it from the outside, the question could arise — why should a small country such as Latvia have tO ¥
a mountain-like cathedral to its cultural history? There are times, says Birkerts, when the need o
symbol of freedom is more important than the need to guarantee compatibility with the city context
In an interview for “World Architecture”, the architect himself has expressed the power of
Latvianness in searches for hitherto suppressed self-awareness during the apocalypse of the awa

years. “Sometimes it is important for a building to speak,” and the words seem heavy and rough ¥

compared to the fragility of the exterior contour line of the library that has been filled with the (4

of light metaphor.
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Press conference in Latvia's Saeima (Parliament) on 15th March 2002. Saeima Deputy Heléna Demakova oI
People’s Party Chairman Andris Skéle present the new approach to the implementation of the library project
Library — 2008". After sharp criticism by the People’s Party of the government’s adjournment of a decisinn on the
National Library project, the proposals arrived at under the leadership of Andris Skéle served as the basis fqr the
\w "On the implementation the National Library project” passed by the Saeima on its third and final reading on

) June 2002.
LR Saeima, 2002. gada 15. marts. Heléna Demakova, Saeimas deputate, un Andris Skéle, Tautas Pam.J.as IR
priekssedetajs, preses konference, iepazistinot ar jauno pieeju bibliotékas projekta "Bibliotékal - 2_0_08 Isteno3ana.
P8¢ Tautas partijas Saeimas frakcijas asi kritizétas valdibas iz3kir3anas atlikt lemumu par Namonalials b|bl|0ltek,_as_
projektu Andra Skéles vadiba izstradatie prieklikumi “Bibliotéka — 2008” kalpoja par pamatu Latvijas Ngg:@qalas.
ibliotékas projekta istenoganas likuma pienems3anai Saeima tre3aja — galigaja lasijjuma 2002. gada 13. junija.

Ir seja, un jr dvésel lesi dveé Ir ta cita i
€. Un tiesi dvésele ir ta cita Ipasiba, kuru arhitektiira grasas atklat. Ja ékai ir veidols

N forma, kas IZaugusi organiski ' A |
§ANIsKi, to pienems un ta jas uzrunas. Un, visticamak, jums patiks tas, ko jas

Zirdasjat "3 Organicksc cings ol 2
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Arhitekta €tniska, izgliti
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zglitibas un genétiska izcelsme ir butiska organiskas sintézes dala. Kad esi pilniba
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Saeima has passed and the State President promulgates this law:

Law on the Implementation of the National Library of Latvia Project

Article 1.
(1) The aim of this law is to ensure the implementation of the National Library of Latvia Project (henceforth — th
Project).

(2) The Project includes the construction of the library building, the organisation of the infrastructure for the
provision of information services in the completed building, the fitting out of the library and the design of a
uniform national information system for libraries.

(3) The Project is to be completed by 18th November 2008 in accordance with the work and financing plan and
schedule as approved by the Cabinet of Ministers.

Article 2.
(1) The aim of implementing the Project is to encourage Latvia’s economic growth and to promote the utilisatior

of Latvia's resources.

(2) The National Library of Latvia shall be a centre for information, education, science, culture and
communications accessible to all.

(3) The uniform national information system for libraries resulting from the implementation of the Project
guarantees access to services for every person. :
(4) The building of the National Library of Latvia, erected as a result of the implementation of the Project, and i
annexes are state property, registered as such in the person of the Ministry of Culture.

Article 3.

(1) The commissioner of the Project is the state in the person of the Ministry of Culture.
(2) The Cabinet of Ministers empowers the state joint stock company “State Real Estate Agency” (henceforth =
the Agency) to manage the construction of the library building and the organisation of the infrastructure for th
provision of information services in the completed building, at the same time determining the Agency's
competence, special responsibilities and supervisory procedures in this field.

(3) The implementation of the Project is supervised by a Supervisory Board appointed by the Cabinet of Ministe
and consisting of nine persons headed by the Minister of Culture. The Supervisory Board shall include the
chairperson of the Saeima Education, Culture and Science Commission, the chairperson of the Saeima Budget &
Finance (taxes) Commission, one representative each from the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Education ant
Science, the Ministry of Finance, the National Library of Latvia, the Riga City Council and the National Library o
Latvia Support Foundation. The Cabinet of Ministers approves the regulation on the Supervisory Board.

Article 4.
(1) The National Library of Latvia building shall be built according to the “National Library of Latvia" project by
architect Gunnar Birkerts. p
(2) Sequestration of land required for the needs of the National Library of Latvia, as well as the buildings upon!
for the needs of the state shall be carried out in accordance with the law “On the sequestration of real estaté!
the state or public needs”. Sequestered real estate shall be recorded in the Land Register in the name of the st:
in the person of the Ministry of Culture. The plan of the land required for the needs of the National Library of
Latvia shall form an appendix to this law. N
(3) The implementation of the Project (the building construction, design of the information system and fi
of the library) shall be by open invitation to tender. The preparation of the invitation to tender and its procedl
shall be determined by the Cabinet of Ministers.

Article 5.

(1) The implementation of the Project shall be financed from: .
1) revenue from the privatisation of the Latvian Shipping Company (after all the costs of privatisation as fores
by the legislation have been covered); ]
2) revenue from the sale at auction of three new UMTS standard (and one GSM 1800 standard)
telecommunications licences that exceeds the sum foreseen in the law "On the state budget for 2002
3) state budget revenue from payments for the use of state capital and from payments by the Bank of Latvid
the state budget foreseen by article 18.1. of the law “On the Bank of Latvia";
4) local government budget means;



Saeima ir pienémusi un Valsts prezidente izsludina £adu likumu:

Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas projekta isteno%anas likums

1. pants.

(1) 5a likuma mérkis ir nodrosinat Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas projekta (turpmak — Projekts) istenoganu.

(2) Projekts ietver bibliotékas ékas biivniecibu, infrastruktiras izveidi informacijas pakalpojumu sniegsanai uzceltaja
#ka, bibliotékas iekartosanu un valsts vienotas bibliotéku informacijas sistémas izveidodanu,

(3) Projekts istenojams lidz 2008. gada 18. novembrim saskana ar Ministru kabineta apstiprinatu Projekta
istenosanas darbu un to finanséjuma planu un grafiku.

2. pants.

(1) Projekta istenosanas mérkis ir veicinat Latvijas tautsaimniecibas izaugsmi un sekmét Latvijas resursu
izmanto3anu.

(2) Latvijas Nacionala bibliotéka tiek veidota ka ikvienam pieejams informacijas, izglitibas, zinatnes, kultaras un
komunikaciju centrs.

(3) Projekta isteno3anas rezultata izveidota valsts vienota bibliotéku informacijas sistéma nodrosina pakalpojumu
pieejamibu ikvienai personai.

(4) Projekta isteno3anas rezultata uzcelta Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas éka un paligbaves ir valsts ipasums, kas
tiek nostiprinats uz valsts varda Kultdras ministrijas persona.

3. pants.

(1) Projekta pasatitajs ir valsts Kultaras ministrijas persona.

(2) Ministru kabinets pilnvaro valsts akciju sabiedribu “Valsts nekustama ipasuma agentira” (turpmak —
AgentOra) vadit bibliotékas ékas bavniecibu un infrastruktaras izveidi informacijas pakalpojumu snieg3anai
uzceltaja eka, vienlaikus nosakot Agentiiras kompetenci un ipasas atbildibas un uzraudzibas proceduras 3aja joma.
\3) Projekta istenoganu uzrauga Ministru kabineta izveidota Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas projekta istenoganas
Jaraudzibas padome (turpmak — Uzraudzibas padome) devinu cilvéku sastava, kuru vada kultiras ministrs.
Jaraudzibas padomé ir ieklauts Saeimas izglitibas, kulttras un zinatnes komisijas priek$sédétajs un Saeimas
Budzeta un finansu (nodokiu) komisijas priekisédétajs, pa vienam parstavim no Kulttras ministrijas, |zglitibas un
Zinatnes ministrijas, Finansu ministrijas, Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas, Rigas Domes un Latvijas Nacionalas
bibliotekas atbalsta fonda. Ministru kabinets apstiprina Uzraudzibas padomes nolikumu.

4. pants.

(1) Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas éka tiek bavéta péc arhitekta Gunara Birkerta projekta “Latvijas Nacionala
bibliotéka".

(2) Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotéekas vajadzibam nepiecieSamas zemes, ka ari uz tas eso$o eku atsavinalanu xfals"ts
vajadzibam veic likuma "Par nekustama ipaduma piespiedu atsavinasanu valsts vai sabiedriskajam vajadzibgqﬂa :
noteiktaja kartiba. Atsavinatais nekustamais ipasums ierakstams zemesgramata uz valsts varda I(ultfrra.:s ministrijas
PErsona. Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas vajadzibam nepiecie3amas zemes plans fikséts 3im likumam pievienotaja
pielikuma,

(3) Projekta istenoanai (ékas bavniecibai, informacijas sistému izveidei un bibliotékas iekartodanai) izsludinams
atklats konkurss. Konkursa sagatavoganas un norises kartibu nosaka Ministru kabinets.

5. pants.

(1) Projekta istenosana tiek finanséta no: -

) privatizéjamas valsts akciju sabiedribas "Latvijas kugnieciba” privatizacijas rezultata gutajiem naudas
ienémumiem (péc visu normativajos aktos paredzéto privatizacijas izdevumu seg3anas); 4=y =N,
2) tiem trim jauna standarta UMTS mobilo telekomunikaciju licenéu (vienas — ari GSP:'I 13{}9 standarta) izsolés
8itajiem ienémumiem, kas parsniedz likuma “Par valsts budZetu 2002. gadam” paredz€to apjomu; w
3) valsts budzeta lenémumiem no maksajumiem par valsts kapitala izmanto3anu un likuma “Par Latvijas Banku
18.1. panta paredzétajiem Latvijas Bankas maksajumiem valsts budZeta;

4) padvaldibu budzeta lidzekliem;

5) neatmaksajamas un tehniskas palidzibas lidzekliem;

6) ziedojumiem un davinajumiem;

7) Projekta istenoZanai paredzétas loterijas ienémumiem;

8) citiem lidzeklu avotiem. :
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5) non-refundable means and technical assistance;

6) donations;

7) revenue from the lottery for the implementation of the Project;

8) other sources of income.

(2) Preparatory work (including design work, required sequestration, improvement of the National Library
information systems, overseas finance sourcing, informing the public) shall be financed from:

1) revenue from the privatisation of the Latvian Shipping Company (after all the costs of privatisation as foreseen
by the legislation have been covered);

2) revenue from the sale at auction of three new UMTS standard (and one GSM 1800 standard)
telecommunications licences that exceeds the sum foreseen in the law “"On the state budget for 2002";
3) local government budget means;

4) non-refundable means and technical assistance;

5) donations;

6) other sources of income. |
(3) The construction and putting into operation of the National Library of Latvia building, the organisation of the
infrastructure for the provision of information services in the completed building, the fitting out of the library and
the design of a uniform national information system for libraries shall be financed from:

1) revenue from the use of state capital;

2) revenue from payments by the Bank of Latvia to the state budget foreseen by article 18.1. of the law "On the
Bank of Latvia";

3) local government budget means;”

4) non-refundable means and technical assistance;

5) donations;

6) revenue from the lottery for the implementation of the Project;
7) other sources of income.

(4) The Ministry of Culture empowers the National Library of Latvia Support Foundation to inform the public on
the implementation of the Project, to collect monies in Latvia and from abroad, to receive donations intended for
the implementation of the project and to record them. Donated monies shall be paid into the state treasury inte
an open account.

Article 6.
Overseas non-refundable assistance, donations (money and others) intended for the implementation of the
Project are not subject to customs duty or other customs payments.

Article 7.
(1) The state shall guarantee required loans for the implementation of the project according to the procedure i
the law “On the management of the budget and finances” and their size shall be determined by the annual staté

budget law.
(2) The resources intended for the implementation of the Project shall be held by the state treasury in an open

account.

Article 8.
The Project shall be insured against all risks throughout its implementation (including offer, advance, all building
risks, civil liabilities and guarantee period insurance). ;

Article 9. 3
The Cabinet of Ministers shall provide Saeima with an annual report on the progress of the implementation of "
project.

The law was passed by Saeima on 13" June 2002.

State president
V. Vike-Freiberga

Riga, 28" June 2002.



{2) Priek8darbu veik3ana (tai skaita projekté3anas darbi, Projekta istenoanai nepiecieSsama nekustama ipasuma
alsavinasana, Nacionalas bibliotékas informatizacijas sistémas pilnveido3ana, lidzeklu piesaiste arvalstis,
sabiedribas informé3ana) tiek finanséta no:

1) privatizéjamas valsts akciju sabiedribas “Latvijas kugnieciba” privatizacijas rezultata gitajiem naudas
ienémumiem (péc visu normativajos aktos paredzéto privatizacijas izdevumu seg3anas);

2) tiem trim jauna standarta UMTS mobilo telekomunikaciju licenéu (vienas — ari GSM 1800 standarta) izsolés

gutajiem ienémumiem, kas parsniedz likuma “Par valsts budzetu 2002. gadam” paredzéto apjomu;
3) pasvaldibu budZeta lidzekliem;

4) neatmaksajamas un tehniskas palidzibas lidzekliem;

5) ziedojumiem un davinajumiem;

6) citiem lidzeklu avotiem.

{3) Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas ékas bavnieciba, nodogana ekspluatacija, infrastruktiras izveide informacijas

pakalpojumu snieg3anai uzceltaja eka, bibliotékas iekartoZana un valsts vienotas biblioteku informacijas sistémas
izveldosana tiek finanséta no:

1) maksajumiem par valsts kapitala izmantoganu;

2) likuma "“Par Latvijas Banku” 18.1. panta paredzétajiem Latvijas Bankas maksajumiem valsts budzeta;
3) pasvaldibu budzeta lidzekliem;

4) neatmaksajamas un tehniskas palidzibas lidzekliem:

5) ziedojumiem un davinajumiem;

6) Projekta istenosanai paredzétas loterijas ienémumiem;

7) citiem lidzeklu avotiem.

(4) Kultiras ministrija pilnvaro Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas atbalsta fondu informét sabiedribu par $a Projekta
stenosanu un vakt lidzeklus Latvija un arvalstis, pienemt Projekta isteno3anai paredzétos ziedojumus un
davinajumus un uzskaitit tos. Ziedotie un davinatie lidzekli ieskaitami Valsts kasé atvérta konta.

6. pants.
Projekta istenosanai izmantota arvalstu neatmaksajama palidziba, ziedojumi un davinajumi (nauda vai citas lietas)
netiek aplikti ar muitas nodokli un citiem muitas maksajumiem.

7. pants

(1) Projekta istenosanai nepieciesama aiznémuma nemsanai Likuma par budZetu un finansu vadibu noteiktaja
kartiba un gadskartéja valsts budzeta likuma noteiktaja apjoma tiek izsniegts valsts galvojums.
(2) Projekta isteno3anai paredzétie lidzek|i tiek glabati Valsts kasé atvérta konta.

8. pants.
Pfoyelctu visos ta isteno3anas posmos apdrosina, veicot visu risku apdrodinadanu (tai skaita piedavajuma, avansa,
Visu blvniecibas risku, civiltiesiskas atbildibas un garantijas perioda apdro3inasanu).

3. pants.
Ministru kabinets reizi gada iesniedz Saeimai parskatu par Projekta istenosanas gaitu.

Hkums Saeima pienemts 2002, gada 13. junija.

Valsts prezidente
V. Vike-Freiberga

Niga 2002. gada 28. junija.
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The spirit of the time

“This building has been heavily influenced by Latvia's ethnography, our folklore, Latvian literature and
the architecture of our forebears. | could mention the "Golden Horse" and you have 1o se€ something
there. | could mention the “Castle of Light” —you must see something there. | could also mention a
granary or 3 threshing barn. In this project everything is presented metaphorically.”

In 1989, when the new library project was displayed for the first time in the Architects’ House for public
discussion, Latvia was at height of its third” awakening or singing revolution. The “glass mountain’,
sCastle of Light”, “golden horse” and “king's daughter” metaphor, conjured up by Birkerts, coincided
completely with the people’s mood at the time. 50 much so, that in many publications, in Birkerts' own
public lectures, in drawings and sketches, the Castle of Light already seemed to be a fait accompli. It
was not subject to doubt or discussion; you could reach out and touch it. The castle was already
reflected in the waters of the Daugava. Minor details such as clothing the building in glass and stone,
the transfer of books and the required land purchases from the many owners seemed, for many years
to come, safe to be left in the hands of the specialists — the architects, librarians and politicians.

The exceptional worth of this Birkerts’ project — the intersection of the architect's vision and society's
mood — was excellently perceived by foreign architecture magazines. "1 always try to make use of some

important circumstance — the Zeitgeist — 10 recognise the time Weé are living in or the spirit of the age.

The Zeitgeist is the most difficult to synthesise because it is ever-changing and it is that requires of the
architect the greatest adaptation, assimilation and compliance,” writes Rirkerts in the magazine L'Arca.
“At this moment in Latvia's history, we need a building of national and international significance, one
that expresses its history and spirit. To find such expression in the National Library project was @
challenge and a responsibility."”

At the beginning of the 90s, the National Library project went far beyond the usual bounds of
architecture. In Latvia it became an affirmation of self-recognition and self-ability but from the side~
a generalisation, 2 broadening of the meaning and significance of architecture. “We have a lack of
materials and technological backwardness, but there is no longer any need to rediscover the emotiond
requirements. There is an emotional need for national recognition — the emotions are the sameé e

medium has changed.""”

Both the local and the foreign press indulge in sentiment and pathos. The title chosen for &
architectonic political essay informing readers of countries that are now open to modern architectés :
referred to the Latvian Birkerts and Irishman Kevin Roche as prodigal sons.” “Possibly the most hig: i
regarded of Birkerts' most recent commissions is the new National Library project for his native citY 4 3

Riga. [..] The yet t0 be “filled” building itself is a symbol of Latvian culture,"” writes the “Archite ctued
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apzinajies 3os faktorus, ir t3, it k3 tu vilktu lin

lju starp iespaidiem, kas nak no arienes un ieksienes, peksni
veidojas linija, kas ir |oti interesanta. Tas ir ekas aréja veidola aprises, "™
Latvietibu, ko, rakstot par Birkerta arhitektaras Ipatnibu, ka visu mikly atmin€jumu nereti uzsvéra

irkerta radurakstus un

» Vareja rasties jautajums — kapéc mazai valstij, tadai

vesturei. Ir reizes, kad nepiecieSamiba péc brivibas

simbola ir svarigaka par vajadzibu nodrosinat atbilstiby pilsétas kontekstam, "

” visprecizak %o latvietibas
modas gadu apokalipsé Intervija zurnalam  World

Architecture izsaka Pats arhitekts. “Reizém ir svarigi, ka celtne runa,” urnals cite Gunaru Birkertu, un

vardi Skiet Smagneji un raupji, ja

tos salidzina ar Gaismas pils metaforas piepildito bibliotekas aréjo
aprisu linijas trauslumu.

Laika gars

S0 eku ir dzili ietekméjusi Latvijas etnografija, misu folklora, Latvijas literatara un musu sencu
arhitektira, Es vary minét “Zelta zirgu” — un Jums kaut kas tur

1ums kaut kas tur ir Jaredz. Es varu minét ari kléti vai rij
1989, gada, kad publiskai

Ir jaredz. Es varu minét Gaismas pili —

u. Sai projekta viss ir metaforiski prezentéts.”'®
apspriesanai Arhitektu nam3 pirmo
Projekts, tresa atmoda jeb dziesmotas revoliicijas laiks ritéja

alna’, Gaismas pils, “zelta zirga”,

reizi tika izstadits jaunas bibliotakas
pilna spara. Gunara Birkerta uzburta “stikla

"karalmeitas” metafora tik pilnigi sakrita ar sabiedribas talaika
"oskanu, ka garigi Gaismas Pils daudzajas publikacijas, pasa Birkerta publiskajas lekcijas, skicés un

zmetumos jau 3kita gatava, Saubam un diskusijam nepaklaujama, ar roku aizsniedzama. Pils jau

$pogujojas Daugavas Gidenos — tadu sikumu ka ékas ietérp3anu stikla un akment, gramatu parvietoganu,

bive Paredzétas zemes atpirkSanu no daudzajiem ipagniekiem val daudzus gadus 3kita dro3i atstat

Specialisty — arhitektu, bibliotekaru un politiku - zina.
% Birkerta Projekta arkartas vertibu — arhitekta ieceres un sabiedribas noskanojuma krustpunkty —
litiski Uztvéra arzemiju arhitektiras Zurnali.

LZ&@,{;; lai atpazitu laiku, kura més dzivojam
8 ir MuZam mainiga iezime, tieg
#imilacija, atbilstiba,

“Es vienmér cenZos izmantot kadu svarigu apstakli —
. jeb laikmeta garu. Zeitgeist ir visgratak sintezéjams, jo
tai no arhitekta puses nepiecie3ama vislielak3 pielagosanas,
" Birkerts raksta zurnalam L’Arca. "Sai Latvijas vestures mirkli valstij nepieciesama
las un starptautiskas nozimes bive, kas izsaka tas vesturi un garu. Atrast 3adu izpausmi

las bibliotékas projekta bija izaicinajums un atbildiba,"" citétaja rak_sté turpina arhitekts.
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Record”. “Today Birkerts is in a privileged position enjoying directly the development of the newly
awoken Baltic states. The drawing for Riga's new National Library (commissioned before the political

changes) is the contribution of a mature professional returning to his homeland. It represents two

1z

worlds' two views on the community of architecture.
In "World Architecture”, the National Library project is compared with the Guggenheim Museum in
Bilbao that brought recognition and fame to the city and the country. On the other hand, the Latvian
press honoured it as the “building of all buildings” and the greatest project in the Baltic. In 1993 the
committee organising Riga's 800-year anniversary decided that the library should be completed by the
time of the celebrations in 20071. This served as another guarantee of publicity and that the work would
be begun while again optimistically deceiving us about the deadlines for its commencement and

completion.”
“In higher hands”

“What has been written is full of positive emotion, but that was exactly the feeling in 1989 — a feeling
of spring and positive hopes all year round,” continues Janis Dripe in his 2000 recollection of the
opening of Birkerts’ 1989 personal exhibition. “Had | known then that six ministers of culture would be
fighting for the construction of the National Library .. that a support fund would be established, that
there would be approaches to presidents past and present of various countries, international
conferences organised, that UNESCO officials at all levels would become involved and that tens of
articles were to be written, without anything essential happening on the actual construction site, My |
notes of the time would have been considerably more down to earth.™

It is interesting to note that, right up to 1994, the library project was the responsibility of cultur®
section editors, but today it is mainly a subject for the news departments and political discussions
When, in 1994, Birkerts was asked directly about the financial side, he laughed saying that current talks
with state institutions had little to do with architecture, we talk about money — thus “something that
is in higher hands™*. It seems that there has been a similar shift in public perception —in the wake of
the revolution, the Castle of Light project, once “ours” at arm’s reach, became “something that is in
higher hands” — the responsibility of politicians.

The catastrophic situation in the existing library encourages the “us” and “them” division at the public
debate level. In a new country where education is of great importance, the number of visitors ha
doubled (on average 1072 readers per day), but at the same time the sudden reduction in the budget
allows neither the purchase of new books nor to provide adequate reader service. In the library it is not

the books that rule, but the queues right up to the outer doors, and indignation is growing®. The presé



emocionala nepiecie$amiba Pec nacionalas atpazisanas — €mocijas ir tas pasas, medijs ir mainijies, "

Sentimentam un Patosam |aujas gan vietéja, gan arj arzemju prese. Rakstam par (atvieti Gunaru
Birkertu un iy Kevinu Rocu izvelsts virsraksts "Pazudusie déli”, arhitektoniski politiska eseja vienlaikus
informéjot lasitajus par Zzemem, kas nu ir pavéruias modernajai arhitektarai, " "lespéjams, ka visaugstak
vertétais no Birkerta Pedéja laika Pasutijumiem ir Jaunas Nacionalas bibliotékas projekts vina dzimtaja

pilséta Riga. [.] vel “nepiepildita” éka Pati par sevi simboliza latviedy kultdry," raksta Architectural

ZIméjums ir nobriedusa profesionala devums, atgrieZoties dzimtena. Tas reprezents diyy pasaulu, divu
skatijumu uz arhitektaru kopiby, "

Nacionalas bibliotekas projekts World Architecture salidzinats ar Gugenheima muzeju Bilbao, kas
pilsétai un valstij atnesa pazistamibu un slavu, savukart latvie3u prese godats par “blvju bavi” yn

Baltijas lielako projektu. 1993 gada Rigas astonsimtgades ricibas komiteja lemj par bibliotékas

Institdcijam ir maz sakara ar arhitektaru, runats tiek par naudu, tatad 'par to, kas atrodas augstakas
rokas"”.* Skiet. lidziga nobide notiek sabiedribas uztvers — revolucijas atplidos Gaismas pils projekts no
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UNESCO RESOLUTION

The General Conference,

Recalling the appeal for international support for the National Library of Latvia project
made by the President of Latvia at the 155" session of the Executive Board, on 22 October

1998,

Considering the intention of the national authorities to make the National Library of Latvia
a multifunctional centre contributing to the safeguarding and promotion of cultural
heritage, providing access to educational, scientific and cultural information, and
encouraging cultural diversity and inter-ethnic knowledge and understanding,

Conscious of the importance of this project for cultural development and co-operation in
Latvia and in the Baltic region as a whole,

Calls upon the Member States and the international community to provide all possible
support for the implementation of this project.

Adopted on the report of Commission V at the 26™ plenary meeting on 17 November 1999.
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UNESCO REZOLOUCIJA

Cenerala konference,

atsaucoties uz Latvijas Valsts prezidenta 1998. gada 22. oktobri valdes 155. sesija
izteikto aicinajumu atbalstit Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotekas projektuy,

apsverot nacionalo autoritadu nodomu attistit nakotnes Latvijas Nacionalo
biblioteku ka daudzfunkcionalu centru, kas sekmétu kultiras mantojuma

saglabasanu un veido3anu, nodro3inatu pieeju izglitibai, zinatnes un kultaras
informacijai, veicinatu kulttras daudzveidibu, etniskas zinaganas un sapratni,

apzinoties Si projekta nozimi Latvijas un Baltijas regiona kultiras attistiba un
sadarbiba,

aicina dalibvalstis un starptautisko sabiedribu nodro3inat visu iespéjamo atbalstu i
projekta istenodana.

Pienemta Generalas konferences 26. plenarsédé Parizé 1999. gada 17. novembri.

rokas stiepi alum; 2 Moo s
kﬂmp:t:::jena attaluma atrodama mUsu” parcelas uz “to, kas atrodas augstakas rokis” — politiku
Mufu u? “jasu” Skirumuy publisko diskusiju limeni veicina katastrofala situacija bibliotéka. Jaunaja
:[ﬂj’ kulra liela nozime ir izglitibai, bibliotekas apmeklétaju skaits ir dubultojies (vidji 1072 Iasité{ii
'ena), tai pasa laika P€k3ni samazinatais budsets nedod iespéju ne iepirkt jaunas gramatas, ne pienacigi
;:kﬂfpﬂt- lasitajus. Biblioteka valda ne vairs gramatas, bet rindas [idz pat ardurvim, un saﬁ;tums augf,
Ké:r:::;;l::is:t:as, ka‘kumunélcf T?Béjumu paradu dé| bibliotékai draud izlikiana no telpam?,
q as projekta publicitate nu paversas pret pasiem ta apjasmotajiem. Kontrasts starp
vel rtupat valdosajiem idealiem un eso30 saimniecisko krizi ir tik spilgts, ka no Wall Street Journal krievy
presé ?ﬁrpublicétais raksts bibliotékas — Gaismas Pils — projekta (kam aizvien vél neatrodas nauda)
::é{p:;;f::gztlai sat'és‘tita:: par 600 000 dolaru vértu jaunbagatnieku kotediu celtniecibu Latvija.”’
e uaciya ir tik absurda un nejédziga, ka prats atsakas to pienemt. NotiekoZais spraucas ara
::i;:l::tz kategnrijérn I-Jn, mita partulkots, izradas idejiski nemainigs. Gaismas pils — gaismas, kas
Msas un sastinguma, — materializacija atkal atgriezusies idejas, metaforas pirmstavokli,

balanse; s
FJOt starp fauzy pratiem, politiku ambicijam un visparéjo materialo labklajibu apdraudosam
Naudas lietam
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Proof of the non-existence of God

In the wake of the “Singing Revolution”, its recent ideals of liberty and fraternity seem harmful in a
country half-plundered and ridden with problems. It's not the architect’s fault that the Castle of Light
metaphor, which has grown into an integral part of the project, is NOW becoming the yardstick of the
poverty of the crisis and the object of bitter irony. “Are we allright if the mention of the words "“Castle
of Light” is grinding on the ear?” asks library director Andris Vilks in a discussion on the construction of
the library™.

In the 1998 public discussion it is difficult to distinguish the contradictions whipped up by the feeling
of disappointment from the conditions dictated by 3 real economic crisis. The year began with former
prime minister Andris Skele suggesting that, instead of the impossible 67 million lats (110 million usD)
needed for construction, we should- substitute the possible 5 — © millions that would be required t0
provide the cural libraries with the latest technologies. Otherwise, vt the forefront will be, not the
cultivation of inner light, but worries about an exterior shine."® Juris Kaza expressed a similar opinion
in the business press with his science fiction vision of a project to digitalise the National Library that
would completely do away with the need for a new building.” In ten years the demands of ourselves,
others and the environment in which we live have changed. Discussions among the specialists
themselves have begun on the project being morally outdated and the unsuitability of the “glass
mountain” in the building environment on the left bank of the Daugava.” '
\deas pour out like the horn of plenty. Alongside the confirmation of faith in the new technologiés,
there is a search for buildings that could be quickly and cheaply adapted to the needs of the library: the
State Electronics Factory (VEF) building and the former Collective Farmers' Palace, now the Academy
of Sciences, an example of Stalinist architecture. An original monument 10 the chaos of ideas at H&
time was Janis Karklind' suggestion to enclose the Kremlin- like Academy building within the contouf
of Birkerts' “glass mountain”. Not being made to measure, it distorts the genius of the master's exte
contour line into an equilateral triangle.” |
In January 1998, on the initiative of library director Andris Vilks, the team of the then extremely POF af
TV show Labvakar (Good Evening), the minister of culture Ramona Umblija and the director of the R
Riga Theatre (NRT), government officials and spokesmen for the public are confronted on the |
the NRT. The magazine Rigas Laiks (Riga Times) called this event “a discussion on the non-existence
God that didn’t happen”. The officials’ populistic slogans and generalised judgements raise of (oW
their political prestige, “yet it relates least to the library"*. "Every attempt to prove the existe
God turns out to be an attempt to disprove it at the same time.”** This was a philosophically P (i

targeted conclusion by Rigas Laiks, because to admit the non-existence of God or the unnecess<
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jaunu jégu un konteksty.

Dieva neesamibas pieradijums

Nepieciesami, laj ar jaunakajam tehnologijam apgadatu lauky bibliotékas, jo citadi "priek3plana izvirzas
nevis iekSejas gaismas kop3ana, bet rupes par aréju spozumu”=. Analogu viedokli pauz Juris Kaza,
Zinatniskai fantastikai lidziga vizija uzburot lasitajiem Nacionalas bibliotékas digitalizacijas projektu, kas
pilniba atcelty vajadzibu péc jaunas bibliotékas ékas.® Desmit gadu laika mainijusas prasibas pret sevj,
Citiem un vidi kur3 mes dzivojam, un pasu specialistu vidd aizsakas runas par projekta moralo
flovecosanos un “stikla kalna” neiederigumu Daugavas kreis3 krasta apbave.”

\dejas birst k3 no parpilnibas raga — bez ticibas apliecinajuma nakotnes tehnologijam tiek meklétas ari
#as, ko atri un (eti vareétu pielagot bibliotékas vajadzibam: VEF riipnicas korpuss un Stalina laika
arhitektiras paraugs — bijusi Kolhoznieku pils, tagadéja Zinatnu akadémijas éka. Savdabigs piemineklis
tabriza ideju haosam ir Jana Karklina piedavajums Kremlim lidzigo ZA celtni iegérbt Birkerta “stikla
kalna" kontaras, kas, ne pPec méra 3itas, izkroplo meistara geniali Ziméto aréjo aprisu liniju neveikla
vienadmaly trisstdry.*

Valdibas dmatpersonas ar sabiedribas runasviriem péc bibliotékas direktora Andra Vilka, tolaik |oti
POPulara TV raidijuma "Labvakar” radosas komandas, tabriza kultdras ministres Ramonas Umblijas un

Jauna Rigas teatra (JRT) direktora ierosmes 1998. gada janvari tiek konfrontétas uz JRT skatuves. Zurnals
Rigas Laiks” & pasakumu nodévé par “nenotikutu diskusiju par Dieva neesamibu” — amatpersonu

Populistiskie saukli un visparéjie spriedumi cel vai gremdé vinu politisko prestizu, “tacu tas vismazak

attiecas yz biblioteku"*, “Ikviens méginajums pieradit Dieva esamibu izradas vienlaikus méginajums

Pieradit arj vina neesamibu”* — filozofiski precizi mérkéta atzina Zurnala "Rigas Laiks", jo pats "Dieva

Neesamibas” Jeb bibliotékas nevajadziguma pielavums 1998. gada desmit gadus ieilguso diskusiju
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of the library in 1998 turns the ten year old discussion back to the original situation of chaos.
The once inspirational Castle of Light idea has now been transformed into an economy of bare
existence, where, as always, dissatisfaction reigns. Apophthegmatic journalism, in which the minority
“no” has always seemed more interesting than the majority “yes", takes premier Skéle's expression
about Birkerts' project being an “exterior shine” to absurdity. Thus the editors of the newspaper Dienas
Bizness (The Business of the Day) compare the new library with the shock buildings of Soviet times
listing almost all the ills of society for which the required resources will now be eaten up by this fruit
of megalomania — the millions worth Castle of Light.”
It's not as if the lack of money has robbed the nation of its reason. “pep talks are no longer of any use,”
Viktors Avoting reminds the protagonists, “the idea of the National Library no longer has to be thought
of: cooperation among architects has gone on for ten years, the cost estimates show how much time
and money has already been invested.”* Soon the figures prove that to adapt an existing building is
even more expensive than the planned library construction. Birkerts' “glass mountain”, whose
construction once seemed expensive in the nation’s eyes but now too expensive, would only be 5 - 6%
more expensive compared to a simple “box” that says nothing, means nothing and is the wrong
solution for the tasks set by the building's inner content”?. “The National Library has been praised twice
from the rostrum of the UNESCO conference in Paris,"* reminds Janis Dripe, and the support of foreign
organisations could compensate the additional expense of good architecture. “We need concreté
decisions and action,” urges Viktors Avotin3. However, as Birkerts would say, the money is “in higher
hands”.

After the politically metaphysical arguments on the NRT stage, the opinion is voiced that a foundation
is required to continue to work on the attraction of funds regardless of changes in political power. The
National Library of Latvia construction support foundation is established on 18th April 1998 and its

head is Arvils Aeradens”.

Point of culmination

“UNESCO saves Latvian landmark. The National Library is on track after ten year delay,"” announces
“World Architecture”. The 17* November 1999 resolution passed by the UNESCO General Conferenc®
in Paris “On support for the construction of National Library of Latvia”*' really does mark a turning
point at a time when all our values were being questioned. In interviews journalists congratu
Birkerts and in the press they congratulated each other, just like at Christmas.

"On two occasions the UNESCO General Conference has invited all the member states to give

support for the construction of libraries — in Alexandria and Latvia; for the first in honour of the
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atgrieZ pirmatnéja haosa stavokli.

. iekarsusajiem
nav jasacer, sadarbiba arhitektu [imenj

kas neko neizsaka, N€Nozime un ir nepareizs risinajums pienakumam,
ko uzliek ekas lek3&jais saturs”””. “Nacionals biblioteka

ir divas reizes “uzsaukta” no UNESCO konferenéy
tribines Parize,"*

Pc politiski metafiziskajiem stridiem uz JRT skatuves izskan viedoklis, ka

bitu nepieciegams fonds, kas
WIrpintu ripéties par lidzeklu

piesaisti neatkarigi no politiskas varas mainam. 1998, gada 18. aprili tiek
dibinats LNB atbalsta fonds, ta vaditajs ir Arvils Aseradens.”

Kulminacijas punkts

UNESCO glabj Latvijas simbolu, Nacionala bibliotaka atkal

aktualizéjas péc 10 gadu partraukuma,”*
410 World Architecture. 1999. gada

17. novembri UNESCO Ceneralas konferences Parizé akceptéta

'ﬂezoh]cija par atbalsty Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas celtniecibaj”* patieam iezime pagrieziena

Punkty &3 Visu vértibu apsaubidanas laika, Furnalisti intervijas apsveic Gunaru Birkertu un preses
Wikécijés Cits citu gluzi ka Ziemassveétkos, -

"UNESCO General3 konference divas reizes ir aicinajusi visas dalibvalstis sniegt savu atbalstu bibliotéku

Ouvem - Aleksandrijas un Latvijas Nacionalajai bibliotékai. Pirmajai — par godu pirms 2000 gadiem boja
ajai legendai, otrai ka 21. gadsimta — ritdienas Nacionalajai bibliotékai,”# briza vesturiskumu

St Andris Vilks. “Desmit gados, kop$ sakusies bibliotekas projektésana, tas aréja veidola

MCepcija nay Mainijusies. Ta pamatojas uz metaforam, ko tauta jau pienémusi. [..] Toties bibliotékas

.'..\
RS2

izbive sakarg ar informacijas tehnologiju straujo attistibu ir stipri mainijusies. [..] Tagad viss
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that was destroyed 2000 years ago, for the second as a 21" century, tomorrow's National Library,"*
writes Andris Vilks describing the historical significance of the moment. “In the ten years since the
design of the library began, the concept of its exterior appearance has not changed. It is based on
metaphors the nation has already accepted. [..] However, because of the rapid development of
information technologies, the construction of the interior has changed considerably. [..] Now the whole

of the library's interior arrangement is being adapted to the requirements of electronic technology,”

Birkerts tells the 30" session of the UNESCO General Conference in his presentation on changes in the

library project over ten years. “We envisage places with access to a computer for 1200 readers and a

wonderful view over the Daugava towards Old Riga. There will be a lot of natural light and good
lighting. | also told the foreign ambassadors who were there in number for the project presentatiun."“

“Ten years after the idea came up and was developed, we seem tO have reached a point of

culmination,”* summarises Birkérts on his return from paris. Around this time it began to seem that the. |
government too had found the money to implement the project. “Latvia as one of the last Europeail
countries to have decided to build a central library to store its national collection of books, has found
an excellent idea of how to finance it — an electricity tax. UNESCO could cover 30% of the expenses,
but the remaining 148 million dollars would be donated by the Latvians themselves every time they
pressed an electric switch,”* wrote “Wallpaper” on the bill accepted by the Cabinet of Ministers on g
March 2000. The decision to introduce an electricity tax of 0.001 lats on every kilowatt hour consu
sparks off wide discussions among politicians and the public alike; calculations show that ev&
inhabitant would have to donate to the library, not only every time they "pressed an electric sWi ch's
but also every time they paid for goods manufactured in Latvia; mOreover, certain companies who af
the largest consumers of electricity could even be faced with bankruptcy. The less well-off, e
Latvians and the less patriotically inclined, who have no chance of avoiding the compulsory “donation
are so dissatisfied that the decision is recognised as undemocratic and in May it is passed to the aeim
(parliament) committees for review. The irony is that the electricity monopoly Latvenergo has @ Ci0H
to raise the tariffs in 2003 by an amount many times larger than the planned tax of 0.001 lats and
decision is no longer subject to discussions on the true nature of democracy. ' .
UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura reporting to the UNESCO International Coun¢ :
Experts on the plans to support the construction of the National Library of Latvia said: "It never
to me that in Latvia the project lacked political support. On the contrary, we think, it has alWé
and continues to have support among both the nation and the politicians. The difficulties, perhal
in raising funds.”* "l don't think the reason is poverty, but the unwillingness of Latvian politic®

agree and the great temptation to exploit the construction of the library as 3 political weapon '
the library is simply being used in party interests.”*” This is the only interview | know of where &
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"Péc desmit gadiem, kop ideja ir radusies un tikusi attistita, jr lestajies tads k3 ku[minécijas punkts, "
Pec atgriesanas no Parizes rezums Gunars Birkerts. Ap 30 laiku s3k skist, ka arj valdiba beidzot atradusi
biblioteky tas nacionalas gramaty, kolekcijas izvietosanaj atradusi ari spozy ideju, k3 to finansét, —
elektribas nodoklj UNESCO varaty segt 30 % no iZmaksam, tagy Paréjos 148 miljonus dolary Ziedos

Pasi latviesi ik reizi, nospiezot elektribas sledzi,"* 2000 gada 7. marta Ministru kabineta akceptéto

Tacy "kulrninécijas punkts” vél nay aiz Muguras — Gunara Birkerta izstradatais LNB Projekts sanem

Cikégas Arhitektras Muzeja 2000. gada balyy, “Gaismaspils Projekts izturgjis vairak neka 400 projektu
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On the Implementation of the National Library of Latvia Project (3 reading)
Par Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas projekta realizaciju (3. lasijums)

Date / Datums:
Voting motif:
Balso$anas motivs:

Registr / Registr. - 90
For / Par - 67

Surname / Uzvards

Apinis
Abikis
Baldzéns
Balodis
Barca
Bartasevics
Bekasovs
Beérzins
Birkavs
Birzniece
Bunkss
Cevers
Cibulis
Dambergs
Demakova
Denisovs
Dobelis
Dreimane
Emsins
Esta
Freimanis
Gaigals
Geige
Godmanis
Golde
Golubovs
Grigs
Grinblats
Gilis
Inkéns
Jurdis
Jurkans
Kalnins
Kalnin3
Ketlers
Kezika
Kirsteins
Klementjevs
Krasts
Kudums
Labanovskis
Lagzdind
Lauskis
Lace
Lazo

13.06.2002. 15:42:08 bal030

On passing the bill No. 4669 on the 3" reading

Par likumprojekta ar dok. nr. 4669 pienem3anu 3. lasijuma

Not voting / Nebalso - 10

Against / Pret - 12
Name / Vards

Péeteris
Dzintars
Egils
Vents
Aija
Aleksandrs
Martijans
Andris
Valdis
Inese
Janis
Janis
Helmuts
Guntis
Heléna
Olegs
Juris
Silvija
Martins
Janis
Gunars
Janis
Ilmars
lvars
Silva
Aleksandrs
Oskars
Maris
Valdis
Edvins
Roberts
Janis
Arnis

Imants

Tadeu3s
Vanda
Aleksandrs
Andrejs
Guntars
Dzintars
Ridards
Janis
Valdis
Palmira
Viola

Lc

Abstain / Atturas - 1

Party / Partija

LC

TP

SDS
TB/LNNK
LSDSP
PCTVL
PCTVL

LC
LC

LC

LSDSP
TP

LC

TP
PCTVL
TB/LNNK

P
P

LSDSP
LC

LC

LC

TP
PCTVL
LSDSP
TB/LNNK
TP

LlC
TB/LNNK
PCTVL
LSDSP
TB/LNNK
LC

TP
PCTVL
TB/LNNK
TB/LNNK
SDS

TP

LSDSP

LSDSP

Vote / Balss

Par

Par

Par

Par

Par
Atturas
Pret

Par

Par

Par

Par

Par

Par

Par

Par

Pret

Par

Par

Par

Par

Par :
Nebalso
Par
Nebalso
Par

Pret

Par

Par

Par

Par
Nebalso
Nebalso
Par

Par

Par

Par
Par

Pret
Nebalso
Par

Par

~ Par

Par
Par
Par
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~ LeiSkalns : Karlis LC Par
Lujans ‘Modris PCTVL Pret

~ Maksimovs Pavels PCTVL Pret
Mezeckis Romans Nebalso

~ Mucins Linards Ve Par i

~ Muiiniece @ Vineta L Par =
Paegle Vaira TP ~ Par
Pauls Raimonds Py

S PES Rihards 7 A T
Pliners Jakovs PCTVL ~ Pret

~ PoZarnovs Andrejs TB/LNNK Par

___Prédele Aida TB/LNNK ~ Nebalso
Rastopirkins Boriss PCTVL Pret

~ Razminoviés Arnis TP Par
Razuks Romualds LC P
Rudevids by Normunds LC Nebalso

~ Rugate Anta TP Par

~ Salkazanovs ] Péteris L AOON _ Par
Sav¢enko Nina TP Par
Seiksts Antons LC Par

_ Sokolovskis Juris PCTVL Pret
Soldatjonoka Heléna LSDSP Par

~ Solovjovs Igors PCTVL Pret

~ SprindZuks Maris TP Par.
Sprogis Jekabs TP Par

~ Spurdzing Oskars TP o

~ Stalidzane Jevgenija Nebalso
Stalts Dainis TB/LNNK rar
Stirans Imants LSDSP Nebalso

~ Straume Janis TB/LNNK _Par

~ Skapars : Janis TP Par
Skele Andris TP L
Slesers Ainars LA Vo
Tabins Péteris TB/LNNK Par
Tiesnesis Aivars TP Par

___ Tolmacovs Olegs __PCTVL -
Urbanovics Janis PCTVL .
Udre Ingrida X A

 Vasaraudze Zanete TP 4 .
Viding Juris TB/LNNK Par
Vitols Maris TP i

= e Monika LC sk
Zommere o Erika i Sl _— N
Zvei LSDSP Par S

_ Zvejsalnieks Osvalds




himself has summed up the situation so harshly, right down to the dregs.

However, the "point of culmination” is still not behind us. Birkerts’ NLL project receives the Chicago
Museum of Architecture prize for 2000. “The “Castle of Light” project successfully competed against
400 other entries and has been included in an exhibition of the 30 best examples of US architectural
design in >000."* Almost at the same time, the Latvian Academy of Sciences also gave Its judgement
by awarding Birkerts the Grand Medal®.

UNESCO support, the Museum of Architecture’s annual prize as well as that pacifier of political

passions Time, have put a full stop to public vacillation OVer whether to build / not build the new library.
On 8" June 2000, the NLL construction bill that was first submitted to the Saeima two years previously,
passed its first reading. A special working group was set up d day later with the task of finding sources
of funding. The first meeting of the UNESCO International Council of Experts, formed to support the
NLL construction project met on g and 9" September in Riga. The second reading of the bill on 5" July
2001 already saw more concrete discussion on possible sources of finance for preliminary work on the
project — “half to come from the privatisation of the Latvian Shipping Company and half from the sale
of the third mobile telephone operator’s licence"®. For its third reading, the Dbill includes these
suggestions and this money should be quite sufficient to cover the costs of the preliminary work. In
turn, the construction would be “financed from state <hares in companies, payments by the Bank of
Latvia for the use of state capital shares, from a designated share of company income tax"*', as well &
by taking credit and accepting donations™. This story ended on an historical day in the construction of
the library, 14" June 2002, when the newspapers announced that the bill on the construction of the
National Library of Latvia passed its final reading and became law. The law envisages the construction
of the building designed by Gunnar Birkerts to be completed by 18" November 2008.”

The most valuable donation — the foundation stone — for the construction of the National Library a5
already been received. It is the Castle of Light project presented to Latvia by Gunnar Birkerts.
“Once, when we were talking about the form and content of buildings, Gunnar Birkerts said in
characteristic metaphorical manner. “In three identical boxes we can put apples, tomatoes
potatoes. We put 3 label on each box so we know what it contains. And then look, there's SOMEE
walking down the street with a violin case. We clearly know what is in THAT “box". Its form®
sunderlines” its contents - a violin.” wrote Andris Vilks in a special publication for the European onth
of Culture. “In other words, based on a deep understanding of the essence of a library, its tasks and
structure, the Master has created for a well functioning body, a specially “sailored”, to use the aut o
words, expressive form."* "Architecture is like long, long bridge. One end is anchored at somé o3
bearing point cooted in history. The other end is not anchored at all, yet it stretches into the e

thus Gunnar Birkerts. | am not proud of the government’s ability to transform the construction of 1€



davinajumus®.

Sis stasts tika pabeigts Nacionalas bibliotékas celtniecibai vesturiska diena — 2002 gada 14. junija -, kad
avizes zino par |LINB celtniecibas likuma pienemsanu galigaja lasijuma. Likums paredz, ka Gunara Birkerta
projektétajai ékaj jabat uzceltai lidz 2008 gada 18. novembrim,s*

Vértigakais davinajums — pamatakmens — Nacionalas bibliotékas celtniecibai jau ir. Tas ir Gunara
Birkerta Latvijai davinatais Gaismas pils projekts. 1

"Kadu reizi, kad mas runajam par éku formu un saturu, Gunars Birkerts vinam raksturigaja metaforisma
gara teica: "Més tris vienadas kastés varam ielikt abolus, tomatus un kartupelus. Uz katras kastes
uzliekam attiecigo "Silti” |ai zinatu, kas tajas atrodas. Un tad - paskatieties — pa ielu iet cilveks ar vijoles
futrali par plecu. Més skaidri zinam, kas TAJA "kasté” ir iek&s. Tas forma “pasvitro” satury — vijoli,” Andris
Vilks raksta Eiropas Kultiiras ménesa Riga specializdevuma. “Citiem vardiem, balstoties uz dzilu izpratni
par bibliotekas batibu, uzdevumiem un struktdru, Meistars labi funkcionéjosam kermenim ir radijis ipasi
Plegrieztu”, autora vardiem runajot, izteiksmigu formu, "

“Arhitektira ir kas lidzigs talu vedo¥am tiltam. Viens t3 gals noenkurots kid; neséja punkta, kas

saknojas véstyre. Otrs nav noenkurots vispar, tacu tas sniedzas nakotné,”* — ta Gunars Birkerts. Es

l“‘:"'"Iv’h’-'rtij iskas vadibas neatzitu un Dziesmu svétku programma neieklautu, kopkoris parlaiciga vienotiba
ka Neoficialu himny koncerta nosléguma dziedaja tris reizes, — dziesmotas jeb “samta” revoldcijas

ﬂﬂEkinujauta. Pusnodomi un musu kultdras senakais slanis ir latviesu tautasdziesmas, “kas musu tautai
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National Library into a heroic saga of 100 years, however, Birkert's metaphoric genius continues to
absorb into the historical context, those semi-intentions and spiritual efforts, past and the future, that
have not found their place.

“Castle of Light” is a poem by Auseklis, made into a song by cOmMpOSer Jazeps Vitols. 20 years ago it
was not recognised by the Communist Party \eadership and not included in the programme of the Song
Festival. In a show of timeless unity, the massed choirs sang this song like an unofficial anthem three
times over at the end of the concert —a premonition of the singing or velvet revolution. Half-intentions
and our culture's oldest layer are the Latvian folk songs, that “are like DNS for our nation”*, as Birkert's
might say. In the vision of the future, the place of the sCabinet of Dainas”, the collection of folk songs
gathered by Krigjanis Barons, will be at the top of the National Library's “glass mountain”. On 2" March
2000, at the suggestion of the NLL support foundation and the European Movement in Latvia, there
was a “Procession of Light". Several hundreds gathered to mark out the library silhouette on the
proposed building site with Light — the candles they had brought with them. The Castle of Light is an
imperative for the information society, the meeting place of the future. The shape of the building marks
the future; its dimensions do not give me a feeling of inferiority when | find pleasure in the modern
libraries of other countries. At times | worried — how will this idea of a Castle of Light that we have lived
with for 12 years live together with a real glass and stone construction on the banks of the Daugava?
Perhaps it is at its most beautiful precisely in this situation of weightless half-intention?
“But Birkerts' “glass mountain” simply exists already — it is no invention, it has always been one of the
main symbols in my “ABC of symbols”. Now it has been drawn on paper, perhaps it will be erected from
glass, but | have always imagined it without any materiality too. If someone talks stupidly about
identity, if someone, guided by their absurd considerations and whose wisdom and honesty | have
reason to doubt, talks drivel, if someone wishes to produce symbols and trade them — this has no
influence.””” Sometimes the press is useful, if only to notice that one's current feeling had already been
formulated by Inese 7andere four years ago in the previous quotation. .
Ten years ago. the organisers of cultural life intended to show off the completed new library during
Riga's 800-year anniversary celebrations as well as in the European Month of Culture. Instead we aré
still proud of the library's idea hidden in cketches and models. For those able to value the paradox of
the story no less than a one-way solution, | can point to the connections with the metaphor of the fairy
tale that shrouds the library project: We are stilling milling around at the foot of the ice mountain from
where we can see 50 clearly, the sleeping princess at the top. The law on the construction of the

National Library of Latvia foresees the arrival of a prince to awaken her.

* First publication.
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ir ka DNS", teiktu Birkerts. KriSjana Barona veidotas tautasdziesmu kratuves — Dainu skapja - vieta
nakotnes vizija bis Nacionalas bibliotakas ‘stikla kalna” virsotna. Péc LNB atbalsta fonda un

lerosinajuma “Eiropas kustiba Latvija” 2000. gada 2. marts tika rikots “Gaismas gajiens” — vairaki simti

lezZimé nakotni, t3 aprisu dé| es nemokos ar mazvertibas sajitu, kad sajusminos citu valsty modernajas
bibliotékas. Reizem es baZijos — k3 & divpadsmit gadus izdzivot; Gaismas pils ideja sadzivos ar realo

stikla un akmens konstrukciju Daugavas krasta? Varbit visskaistaka ta ir tie&j aj pusnodoma bezsvara
stavokli?

Manos priek3statos vienmeér ir pastavejis ari bez kada vieliskuma. Ja kads smiekligi runa par identitati, ja
kads, kura gudribu vaj godigumu man ir pamats apsaubit, kaut ko muld, savy absurdo apsvérumy vadits,
Ja kads grib simbolus producét un ar tiem tirgoties — tas neietekmé."s’ Reizém prese noder kaut vaj tam,
lai ieraudzitu savy SibriZa izjutu jau pirms Cetriem gadiem Iheses Zanderes formulétu.

Pirms desmit gadiem kultiras dzives organizétaju nodoms bija Rigas astonsimtgades svinibas, ari

M€ mazak par vienvirziena atrisindgjumu, varu noradit uz sakaribam ar bibliotékas projekta ietérptas
Pasakas metaforu: mas Joprojam minajamies ledus kalna pakajé, no kurienes Virsotné snaudo$a princese

tik skaidri saskatama un LNB celtniecibas likuma paredzétaja kartiba gaida princi modinataju.

' Pirmpublic&jums.
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