Martin$ Vanags

A Critique of Pure Light’

Isn’t it time to raise a New generation of agronomists?

/Newspaper Diena reader, Riga/'

The 11* of September was Lucifer's work of art.

/Karlheinz Stockhausen, Hamburg/*

Let's imagine each of these statements swimming. The reader's worries would be a kind of raft, but the
composer's heretical revelation — a huge NATO warship. Each has its own draught, waves, foam,

passengers and fleet. Both need a somewhere to tie up.

The library will be by the Daugava. We don't know what “by the Daugava’ means, because the
proximity of “by" has not been clarified.

Let us assume that we know what “by” means. (Plato took the liberty of not thematising the unclear if
something else was to be considered.) Because not all the inhabitants of Latvia live "by the Daugava’,
the library's data will not even wash around our feet. A library is not the tide. The National Library of
Latvia is intended to be a generally accessible centre of information, education, culture and
communication.’

(One can travel to Syracuse by boat.)

When discussing the library, people in Latvia can get quite heated, with enthusiasm Of profanity. A
work of genius by an architect of genius”, "a communications mega project”, "a symbol of the powef
of the spirit”, as opposed to "a glass monster”, “a scam in the making”, “economic lunacy”, @
monument to the bankrupt power elite”.

The breadth of opinion leads one to regard the library as God because a strictly religious attitude
cannot be a sociological “believe more than disbelieve”. Both are completely beautiful but people have
“3 fear of the beautiful™. Both ideas are difficult to understand, giving rise to confident simplificati
so that the people’s awareness will not become lost in nuances.
Opposing attitudes make them similar, but there is a difference. One believes in God, but | think of

loves the library.



Martin3 Vanags Bde
Tiras gaismas kritika

Vai nebatu laiks audzinat jauno agronomu paaudszi?
(Laikraksta “Diena” lasitaja, Riga)’

11. septembra notikymi bija Lucifera makslas darbs,

(Karlheincs Stokhauzens, Hamburga)?

Laudis Latvija biblioteky apspriez, nereti iekarstot, ar jasmu vai zaimiem. “Geniala arhitekta genials

darbs”, "komunikécijas megaprojekts”, “gara Speka simbols” iepretim — “stikla monstrs” ‘toposa aféra”,
“ekonomisks Neprats”, “piemineklis bankrotéjusai varas elitei”,

vairak ticy neka neticy” Abi ir Pilnigi skaisti bet cilvékiem ir “bailes no skaistuma"*. Gan viens, gan otrs
Ir grati Saprotama ideja, talab radusies bragi vienkar3ojumi, laj lauzu apzina neapmalditos niansas.

Attieksmju Pretmeti dara lidzigus, tagy atskiriba ir. Dievam tic, bet bibliotéky, manuprat, mil.

Cik Joti es tey; milu? [zskajti Zvaigznes debesis. Sasmel okeana adenus ar téjkaroti Saskaiti smilsy

§raudinus jaras lici. Neiespéjam;
Gaismas pils.

tu sacisi. Ja, un jr tikpat neiespéjami pasacit. cik Joti es tevi mily
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How much do | love you? Count the stars

in the sky. Measure the waters of the ocean with a teaspoon.

Number the grains of sand on the sea shore. Impossible, you say. Yes and it is just as impossible for me

to say how much [ love you.® The Castle of Light.

If you should leave me, my heart will turn

to water and flood away ° into the Daugava.

The Latvia Mobile Telephone company also regards the construction of the new library as an important

information and communications technology project. However it considers architect Gunnar Birkerts’

project as expensive and unsuitable for the Riga landscape as well as being inappropriate and morally

obsolete in Latvia’s current circumstances

"

, says the president of this company. (Fig. 1)

Mozart's score is not simply a list of notes — it also reflects the elegance of music. (Fig. 2) Funny enough,

the curve of the cash flow chart for the construction of the library resembles the building’s silhouette. |

So the expenses are justified. (Fig. 3)

(Is the finance plan our library's score?)

During the execution of the project, the information infrastructure ensures each person has access 0

the services.’

The lines drawn by Vilks’ connecting Latvia's towns are reminiscent of some British Airways

advertisement. “Data, we'll take you to Liepaja in a hundredth of a second!” calls Vilks, and data frof

our own Heathrow speed on their way. (Fi

The boat’s slow progress through the night was like the passage of a coherent thought through

subconscious.”

(Vilks has neither boat, plane nor castle.)

The tale of the Glass Mountain, where the hero tries to ride to the top to awaken the sleeping prince

is an allegory of the nation '« resolute struggle for freedom. [..] During the conceptual design pre cesh

Birkerts also remembered other stories —a

the murky depths into the sunlight." So, provincial kitsch.
The building's profile is an integral and important part of the library, yet we sometimes forget the ot
essential thing — the new library is an information and communications technology project eme i
the whole of Latvia. Its contribution will be felt in the most distant of our country's libraries,
and local councils. This is a noble plan.” So, technological kitsch.

Kitsch at both ends, but in the middle? Something “by the Daugava’.

g 5)

bout the sunken castle and the fortresses that emerged
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v

(Fig. 1)

Latvijas Mobilais telefons L.td new administrative technical complex in Riga. Opened: February 2002. Architects:
Alvis Zlaugotnis and leva Bérzina (“Tectum” architects’ office). The tastelessness of this new building is an
excellent illustration of the hypocrisy in the LMT management’s fears over the National Library of Latvia project.

|1. attéls)
>IA “Latvijas Mobilais telefons” jaunais administrativi tehniskais komplekss Riga, atklats 2002. gada heurLAt,
Projekta autori: arhitektu biroja Tectum arhitekti Alvis Zlaugotnis un leva Bérzina.

Sis jaunbiives bezgaumiba lieliski izgaismo LMT vadibas baZu divkosibu par jauno Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotekas
rojextu.
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‘under the Daugava” 1o rise again
rightened, the river bed stirred U

ior will take a long time t0

le, the Castle of Light sank '

caked in ooze “by the Daugava”. The water-dwellers have been f

According to the ancient ta

splashes and waves, the level of the Daugava has gone down. The inte

out.
By overcoming the threat of a sho

optic fibres and, with the support of

t circuit, the castle light will not dim — it will squeeze its way It

ravel around the na ion.

the information infrastructure, it will t
will be a reflection, ¢

chools and parish libraries. Every soul

will flicker into life in the monitors of s

our heads will begin to shine. (Fig. 6)



Ja tu mani atstasi, mana sirds parvertisies
=1 udeni un aiztecest Daugava,
40 |
Arl SIA “Latvijas Mobilais telefons” Jau-
30 | = Faps Lt bR
nas bibliotékas ékas celtniecibu uzskata
20 | par svarigu informacijas un komuni-
10 | kacijas tehnologiju projektu, tacu kon-
..1 o = A
v 2005 2006 2007 kréto arhitekta Gunara Birkerta kunga
2002 2003 2004 } i ey
1 dargo un Rigas ainava neiederosos
BN State Unified Library Information system
Valsts vienota bibliotéku informacijas sistéma projektu uzskata pPar neatbilstosy un
Ownership expenses morali novecojusu Sodienas Latvijas
Ipasnieka izmaksas apstakliem’, spriey & uznémuma
M Cuilding costs : .
Celtniecibas izmaksas prezidents. (1, attéls)
-Mocarta partitiira neesot vien nosy
_ : tegory for the
Fig. 3) Cash flow plan by fmancedca : , : S B3 P J
i{mgierhentation of the National Library of Latvia project. pieraksts — t3 attelojot ari mizikas
(3. attéls) Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas projekta istenosanas s L8} Dhvaing A it

naudas plasmas plans pa finanséjuma kategorijam. otékas celtniecibas naudas plismas

grafika likne ir lidziga ékas siluetam,

Tatad izmaksas ir Pamatotas. (3.

attels)

(Vai finansu plans ir musu biblio-
tekas partitdra?)

griezni atgadina kadu British Airways reklamu. “Dati, més jus
dizvedisim yz Liepaju sekundes simtdala!”

Laiva lan; VIrZifas caur nakti k3 sakariga doma caur zemapzipu.”
(Vilkam nay ne

laivas, ne lidmasinas, ne pils.)

Vilks sauc, un dati no muspasu Hitrovas trauc. (. attéls)

45



| (Fig. 4) |
Interaction of State Unified Lib%at;

Information System and National
Library project.

LR w3y (4. attéls)
JACIONALA BIBLIOTEKA By =¥ alie iblioté L
_ _ bibliotéku informacijas sistémas

. un Nacionalas bibliotékas
projekta savstarpéjais savienojums.

NATIONAL LIBRARY

IR RN RN RN

(The Light from Above, the new church’s periodical published in Liepaja from July 1930. Editor:
R. Grava.”)

An optical network is harmful because the light can leak away. If there is @ pOWer cut, if the road signs
get mixed up, if “international society” borrows it. A dark antithesis to the memory of God will -
converge. (Fig. 4)

Historically, imprisonment in enforced darkness is nothing new for this country and so liberation
techniques will be remembered quite sOON. Having gathered its strength and found the right time, ¥ 3
oppressed nation will awaken™ for the fhird, and quite possibly the most magnificent time, in search o'
the lost light.

(Light, of the eyes, sight. Light, of the mind, education.”)

Market or culture, light o dark, data or wisdom, key or pen, cable or page. When talking to those
consider themselves to be intellectuals, | have cause on several occasions to make a choice, otherwi

| am ashamed because | don’t know whose (the academics’, intelligentsia’s, obscurantists’, party"s':

other) opinion | represent.

The number 1 topic for discussion among the Latvian intelligentsia, the library, also de 4

clarification: “Do you support the construction of the library?” If you wish to avoid an ellipsis I




Alaksne

Ludza
: Rezekne
Preii
Kraslava
Deugevphs

(Fig. 5) State Unified Library Information System.

(5. attéls) Valsts vienota bibliotéku informacijas sistéma.

Ekas veidols ir bibliotékas nea tnemama un svariga dala, tomeér nereti piemirstam pasu batiskako — Jjauna
biblioteka ir visy Latviju aptveross informacijas un komunikacijas tehnologiju projekts, kura pienesums

bis jatams pat talakaja masu zemes biblioteka, skola un pasvaldiba. T3 ir diZena jecere.” Tatad
tehnologisks ki¢s,

Abos galos kics, bet Pa vidu? Kaut kas “pie Daugavas”.

limenis, lek3telpas 7avejamas ilgi.
Parvarot Issavienojuma draudu, pils gaisma neaprims — t3 iesprauksies optiskajos kabelos un,
informacijas infrastruktaras pabalstita, apcelos tautu. lezaigosies monitoru ekranos skolas un pagastu

bibliotékas. Katra dvésele bis atspulgs, un misu galvas saks spidét. (6. attéls)
(Gaisma no Augsienes, jaunas baznicas laikraksts, iznak Liepaja no 1930. gada jilija. Redaktors

R. Grava.”)

Optiskais tiklojums ir kaitigs, jo gaisma var aizzust prom. Ja elektriba partriiks, ja celazimes sajuks, ja
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Data on Latvia (statistics for 2001)

Dati par Latviju (2001. gada statistika)
Population

Libraries & 0 ledzivotaju skaits 2 400
eyt gk 1 2199 Bibliotekas 2°°°
Total Library Stock (units) 78 ;48 st Biblioteku lietotaji 1148 19.9
{ibrary ertmioyecs 60 669 Biblioteku kopfonds (vienibas) 78 693
4168 Bibliotéku personals 260 658 |
; 4168
(Fig. 6) |

(6. attels)

career as an “intellectual’, probably with a Wagnerian end, you should answer: “I'm for it."

| would be happy if the answer turned out to be the antithesis of the new library.

(1 am happy.”)

The light drenched castle will irradiate the nation internally — late every evening, data tanned people
will leave this solarium of wisdom. A few readers — now healthily tanned, but in their day snow-white
book worms — having taken in too much light, may have burned themselves. Dark.

A court case "to prevent the harmful effects of light causing health endangering dark burns in the
National Library building” is not out of the question.

(. this tribunal is nothing less than the critical investigation of pure reason. 4

The trial must begin with an evaluation of light. The charge will demand a ruling on what is, and what
is not light; from whence it came and took up residence in the library. “The source of this evil must b&
discovered; its offshoots as well as its roots must be extirpated. The objective is t0 enforce society
legitimate right to know if the light causing the dark burn is appropriate for the library we are all P

off”. Thus the prosecutor.

(.. the solution of the question regarding the possibility or impossibility of metaphysics, and th
determination of the origin, as well as of the extent and limits of this science.”)

Newspapers under the headline “Light” will announce that “a verdict is expected today in ¢
scandalous “light” trial”. The parliamentary inquiry “On the Light question’ * will announce that:
guilt of officials must be carefully established, according to conscience and being aware of the burd®

of responsibility to the ctate”. Themis will deliver judgement: “On the basis of the evidence aval

to this court, there are no grounds for claiming that light could become dark in all cases. The llgh!

is closed.”

(.. there is not a single metaphysical problem that does not find its solution here.”)




dizako reizi — zudugo gaismu meklgjot.

(Gaisma, acu, redze Gaisma, prata, izglitiba. )

Apspriezoties ar sevi par intelektualiem dévéjosiem, ne vienreiy vien nacies izdarit izvéli, citadi kauns, jo
nav zinams, kury (akadémiku, inteligences, tumsonu, partijas vaj Citu) viedokli parstavy.

Latvju inteligences ‘apspriezu lauva” — bibliotékas téma — aridzan pagér skaidriby: "Vai atbalstat
bibliotékas celtniecibu?” |a nevélaties jeviest daudzpunkti savas “inteligenta” karjeras, paredzams,
vagneriskaja izskana, jums jaatbild: “Esmuy par.”

Es bitu laimigs, ja atbilde izraditos jaunas bibliotékas pretmets.

(Es esmu laimigs. ")

Gaismas pielijua Pils tautu apstaros lekiené — 30 gudribas solariju ik vélinu vakary pametis datu
ledegusi [audis, Paretie lasitaji — veseligi iesaulojusies, bet savulaik miltu balie “gramatu tarpi”, gaismu
Parlieku uznémusi, var gadities apdegugi. Tumsi

Nav izslégta tiesas prava par "gaismas laundabigas ietekmes — k3 rezultata gati veselibai bistami tumsi
apdegumi - novértany Nacionalas bibliotekas k3"

(.. 31 tiesa nay nekas cits ka pasa tir; prata kritika.”)

lztieséjut Prasijumu, jasak ar gaismas izvértéjumu. Apsidziba pieprasis noteikt, kas ir un kas nav gaisma,
'z kurienes t3 radysies un biblioteka iemitinajusies. 'Ir jauzzina 37 launuma avots un jaizcert ne tikai ta
atvases, bet arj sakne, Ir Japanak, lai Istenojas sabiedribas likumigas tiesibas zinat, vai tumgo apdegumu

radosa gaisma piedien taj bibliotékai, ar ko mes visi lepojamies,” - t3 prokurors.
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Upset at the judgement, the wind will drive light waves into the Daugava, so that the dark concealing
nation would, without motive, make Vilks a present of a gondola. The God mentioned would have
mercy on Socrates while urging the intellectuals not to shine. Having cast off, Tamino will fall in love
with Glass until Stockhausen manages to apologise to the agronomists.

Are we happy?

(Isn’t it going too far to proclaim pop culture the root of evil? Man, of course, does not consist of just
a heart alone, there are intestines too... And who are those abstract intellectuals of whom you demand

responsibility )
* First publication.
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Sasutis par spriedumu, véj3 gaismas vilnus aizdzis Daugava, lai tumsy nobédzinajusi tauta bez ierosmes
saziedotu gondolu Vilkam. Pieminétais Dieys apZelosies par Sokratu, skubinot intelektualus nespidét,
Attauvojies Tamino samilésies Glasa, iekams Stokhauzens Uzspes atvainotijes agronomiem.

Vai més esam laimigi?

(Vai nav par traky izzinot popkultiry Par l[aunuma sakni? ¢ ilveks jau ari nesastsy no sirds vien, turpat jr

ari zarnas... Un kas tie par abstraktiem fntefektué!fem, no ka Jus prasat atbildiby 7 )
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