Andris Vilks
The Castle of Light’

Once, when we were talking about the form and content of buildings, Gunnar Birkerts said in his
characteristic metaphorical manner: “In three identical boxes we can put apples, tomatoes and
potatoes. We put a label on each box so we know what it contains. And then look, there's someone
walking down the street with a violin case. We clearly know what is in THAT “box”. Its form
*underlines” its contents — a violin.”

In other words, based on a deep understanding of the essence of a library, its tasks and structure, the
Master has created for a well functioning body, a specially “tailored”, to use the author’s words,
expressive form. A form that at the time of its creation, coincided so well with the mood of society in
Latvia. The architect is not guilty if ITS symbols become irritating as the “revolution ebbs”.
Something else remains objective in this project. The Master's principle is that — architecture does not
become dated, but technologies. Especially if we are talking about the “planet” that is “on the path
from the Guttenberg Galaxy to the Universe of Knowledge " (Bendik Rugaas, Director of the Norwegian
National Library). FLEXIBILITY, that is one of the main yardsticks. A lesson for me was seeing the Law
School Library of the University of Chicago designed by Birkerts' teacher, Eero Saarinen in 1990. As the
ideology of openness triumphed (a repeat of the 1968 phenomenon?), the initially closed repositories,
intended only for the hands and eyes of librarians, Were transformed into rows of shelving freely
accessible to all.

Castle of Light. Glass mountain. LIGHT. This literary metaphor, familiar to the whole Latvian nation, has
the most direct connection with the technical demands of libraries. Books should be isolated from
sunlight and readers and staff should have daylight whenever possible. Light is one of the favourite “raw
materials” of the architect. | will never forget the feeling sitting along with many students (even on the
floor) in the library of the Michigan Law school in Ann Arbour three floors below ground level. There
was DAYLIGHT! Thanks to atria, in the Castle of Light everyone in the library will have these rights.

A library is a PLACE. A place where people meet. Unfortunately in Latvia, for too long only the outel’
visual image has remained in the consciousness: 3 castle, a mountain and for others, a monster. The
open, communicative (real & virtual) philosophy of libraries of the recent decades has been emphasise‘"
in their new constructions, both national, public and university. In new circumstances these libran®

take on new dimensions. They involve previously uncharacteristic activities and public. To list the
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Andris Vilks
Gaismas pils

Kadu reizi, kad mes runajam par éku formu un saturu, Gunars Birkerts vinam raksturigaja metaforisma
gara teica: "Meés tris vienadss kastés varam ielikt abolus, tomatus un kartupelus. Uz katras kastes
uzliekam attiecigo “Silti”, lai zinatu, kas tajas atrodas, Un tad - paskatieties — pa ielu iet cilveks ar vijoles
futrali par plecu, Mas skaidri zinam, kas TAJA “kasté” ir iekga, Tas forma “pasvitro” satury — vijoli.”

Citiem vardiem, balstoties Uz dzilu izpratni par bibliotékas batiby, uzdevumiem un struktdru, Meistars
abi funkciongjogam kermenim ir radijis ipasi "piegrieztu”, autora vardiem runajot, izteiksmigu formu.

Formu, kura tas radisanas bridr tik loti sakrita ar Latvijas sabiedribas noskanu. Arhitekts nav vainigs pie
ta, ka "revoldcijas atplidos” TAS simboli klast kaitinogi,

: - ' ject), Andris Vilks
National Library of Latvia projec _ ect) in
: ' i Goode (colleagues on the : : ibrary of Latvia projec
o Makltp M?rl.lszr‘:%e of Latvig]. Gunnar Birkerts (architect of the National Library
(Director of the National Library

Birkerts' studio in Bloomfield Hills, Detroit, May 1990. dris Vilks, Latvijas
. e T : idzstradnieki, Andris Vilks,
. ionalas bibliotékas projekta lidzstra _ i
;= . : : Guda, Latvijas Nacionalas e e, e . arhitekts, 1990. ga
v ka'f'l?-‘_S- :E:ﬁlt;g‘;rg::l:fji Guunars Bir{:erts. Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotekas projekta
Nacionalas biblio '

maija Detroita, Gunara Birkerta studija Blumfildhilza.
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examples would take another page.

Birkerts has called the National Library of Latvia a TIME CAPSULE. A metaphor? Yes. At the same time
there is the responsibility, enshrined in the law of the Republic of Latvia, for the ETERNAL preservation
of physical and now also digital national treasures (books, newspapers, magazines, sheet music,
recordings, maps, albums, manuscripts etc.). The content will always be more important than the
carrier. However it is born in a certain form (form again!), that also must be preserved in at least one
standard example. At the suggestion of the academic Janis Stradins, president of the Academy of
Sciences, the library will be the home of Kri3janis Barons’ "Cabinet of Dainas”, the foundation stone of
our culture. The Royal Library of Denmark with the symbolic title of the “Black Diamond” is proud to
call itself a museum too — a museum for the repository of knowledge.

“Do we need a symbol, a monument?” asks the practical Latvian. Then one must answer with another
question: to what? Freedom restored, to Riga, culture, knowledge, resolution? At the end of the 1920s
the State Library idea was an alternative to the Freedom Monument — a single and fateful symbol. In
almost every country, just as with the opera, theatre, university, bank, gallery or parliament, the library
building is given sufficiently notable architecture.

On two occasions, the UNESCO General Conference has invited all the member countries to offer their

support for library buildings — for the Alexandria and the National Library of Latvia. For the first, in

Today the National Lib '
ra IS i
ry of Latvia is in a very poor technical state. Because Latvia is the last remaini
maining

European country with

; out a purpose-built [ ‘ it i

Rig T / : national library, it is dispers m : :

8 e of which are suited to the specific needs of a national IiFl)JraryEd N A G

kurai nav ipasi Sim nold
nolukam domatas Nacionalas biblioté
kas Rioas 2 . . acionalas bibliotékas ékas, Latvij e
gas centra, no kuram neviena nav piemeérota tas ipasajam vajadgi?:a:amna*a PIDGGERGR I tatsiia UGteey
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. : ' , Riga.
'he main building of the National Library of Latvia at K. Barona iela 14, Rig

= et 2iielE 14
Latvijas Nacionalas bibliotékas galvena éka Riga, K. Barona iela 1

nologijas. Sevigki Ja més runajam par "Planétu”, kura no “Gatenber

Isumu” (

Bendiks Rugass, Norvégijas Nacionalas bibliotékas bibliotekars). FLEKSIBILITATE — ta ir viena

0 galvenajam méraukizm Man uzskatama maciba bija 1990.

gada redzétais Birkerta skolotaja Ero
Sarinena proj

eKtétaja Juridiskas skolas bibliotéka Cikagas uni

versitate. Sakotnéji slégtas kratuves,
domatas tikai bj

bliotekary rokam un acim, uzvarot atvertajai ideologijai (

laikam atkal 1968, gada
'enomens?)

 tika parvérstas par visiem brivi pieejamam plauktu virkném,

Gaismas pils. Stikla Kalns. GAISMA. &im visai

latvieSu tautai pazistamajam literatiras metaforam ir
/Istiesakais

sakars ar bibliotaky tehniskajam prasibam. Gramatas izolétas no saules gaismas, lasitaji un

Inieki péc lespéjas — ar dienas gaismu. Gaisma ir viena no mi
neaizmirsigy

Jarb lakajam arhitekta “izejvielam”. Nekad
‘0 sajutu lidzas daudzajiem studentiem (
juridiskas skolas bibliotéka tris stavus
atrijam, t

pat sédosiem uz gridas) Anarbora, Miciganas
Zém zemes. Tur bija dienas GAISMA! Gaismas pili,

Iks panakts tas, ka katram cilvéekam biblioteka ari buUs nodr
Bibliotéka ir VIETA. Ci

vizualaj

pateicoties
osinatas Sis tiesibas.
Iveku satikanas vieta, DiemZél Latvija parak

ilgi apzina iespiedies tikai aréjais
s tels: pils, kalns, dazam — monstrs.

Pedéjo gadu desmitu atvérto, komunikativo bibliotéku
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honour of the legend that was destroyed 2000 years ago and for the second, as a 21" century,

romorrow's National Library.

sue of the European Cultural Month in Riga.— 2001~

' First published in the magazine Studija (Special is

No. 18— P. 19).
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Pieméru uzskaitijums panemtu vel vienu lappusi $im rakstam.

Birkerts Latvijas Nacionslo bibliotéku ir nosaucis par LAIKA KAPSULU. Metafora? |3,
pastav ar Latvijas Republikas likumu noteikta atbildi

(gramatu, laikrakstuy, zurnalu, nosu, skanu lerakstu, kargu, attelizdevumu, rokraksty u.c.) MUZIiGu

ta nes€ju. Tomeér tas dzimst noteikta forma (atkal

eksemplara. Pac Zinatnu akadémijas prezidenta

akadémika Jana Stradina ierosinajuma bibliotaka bls majvieta KriSjana Barona Dainy skapim — misy

kultdras pamatakmenim. Danijas Karaliska bibliotaka ar simbolisko nosaukumuy "Melnais dimants” lepni

parlamentam, tiek pieskirta pietiekami Zimiga arhitektra,

UNESCO Generls konference divas reizes ir aicinajusi visas dalibvalstis sniegt savu atbalstu biblioteky

blvem — Aleksandrijas un Latvijas Nacionalajai bibliotakaj. Pirmajai

= par godu pirms 2000 gadiem boja
83judai legendai, otraj ka 21. gadsimta — ritdienas Na

cionalajai bibliotekai.

' Pirmpublicgjums zurnala “Studija”

(Eiropas Kultiras meénesa Riga specializdevums.-2001.- Nr. 18.- 19. Ipp.).
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