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Introduction

This brief publication provides an overview of public opinion 
across all 32 North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) member 
states on trust in the Alliance, the army, and the police; support 
for armed resistance; willingness to fight for their respective 
countries; and perceptions of Russia’s responsibility for the war 
in Ukraine. 

While other cross-national polls have examined attitudes to-
wards NATO, defence, and the war in Ukraine, to our knowl-
edge, this is the first survey to examine this particular set of 
questions across all NATO member states. We used an identi-
cal questionnaire across all 32 countries, enabling comparative 
analysis. 

This publication is intended as an initial overview of the data. 
Full datasets will be made available once our research team 
has published key peer-reviewed academic articles based on 
the project. Because public opinion can change during the 
peer-review process, we are sharing the key findings now for 
the public’s benefit. More information on related early research 
from this project is available here. 

Public opinion company Norstat collected the data through na-
tionally representative web and telephone surveys across all 32 
NATO member states in September-October 2025, under an 
agreement with Rīga Stradiņš University. The total sample com-
prised 31,217 respondents from the general population aged 18 
and older.

Suggested citation: Andžāns, Māris, Juris Pupčenoks, and 
Kaspars Ģērmanis. 2026. Public Trust in NATO and Defence 
Institutions, Perceptions of Russia, and Willingness to Fight in 
NATO Countries. Riga: Center for Geopolitical Studies Riga.

https://www.rsu.lv/en/project/why-people-would-not-fight-their-own-country-war-nato-member-states-cross-section
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Trust in NATO

The percentage of respondents who “tend to trust” and “tend 
to rather trust” NATO.
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Trust in the Army

The percentage of respondents who “tend to trust” and “tend 
to rather trust” the army (Iceland has no armed forces and is 
thus not listed).
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Trust in the Police

The percentage of respondents who “tend to trust” and “tend 
to rather trust” the police.

�
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Support for Armed Resistance

The percentage of respondents answering “definitely yes” and 
“probably yes” to the question: “If [Country] were to be attacked 
by another country, should we definitely provide armed resist-
ance, regardless of the attacker?”
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Willingness to Fight for One’s 
Own Country

The percentage of respondents answering “definitely yes” and 
“probably yes” to the question: “Of course, we all hope that 
there will not be another war, but if it were to come to that, 
would you be willing to fight for [Country]?”
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Blaming Russia for the War  
in Ukraine 

The percentage of respondents in each country answering 
“Russia” to the question: “Who caused the war in Ukraine?” 
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Concluding Remarks

The survey data reveal both unity and diversity across NATO. 
Trust in the armed forces is generally strong, and support for 
armed resistance is widespread. However, trust in NATO, per-
sonal willingness to fight, and the views about Russia’s respon-
sibility for the war in Ukraine vary considerably across NATO 
member states.

Additional patterns stand out. First, trust in the army tends to ex-
ceed trust in NATO. Second, support for armed resistance tends 
to exceed individual willingness to fight. Third, Nordic countries 
frequently rank among the strongest performers, combining 
high levels of institutional trust with strong support for defence. 

This publication provides only an initial descriptive overview 
of the data. More detailed analyses and interpretations will be 
presented in forthcoming peer-reviewed publications. Taken to-
gether, these findings highlight both the foundations of Allied 
resilience and the important differences in public attitudes that 
shape it across NATO.
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